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Message from Acharya Swamigal to NRIôs devotees 

Shruti Smriti PuranǕnǕm ǔlayam KarunǕlayam  

Namaami BhagavadpǕda Shankaram Loka Shankaram 

SadǕshiva SamǕrambhǕm ShankarǕchǕrya MadhyamǕm  

Asmad ǔcharya Paryantam Vande GuruparamparǕm 

 

Acharya Swamigalôs call on need for temple protection. 

As much as temples protect us, today we must strive towards protecting our temple heritage. 

God has given the divine medicine of Dharma for Mankind to be good, prosperous, happy, peaceful, and 

healthy. That Dharma, whose beginning cannot be comprehended, eternally protects Mankind, and satisfies 

the divine.  

Temples are primarily here to cultivate this Dharma in our thought process. They are here to make us 

understand and realize the divinity which is existing in the entire creation. From Bhagavathi Amman temple 

in Kanyakumari to Ksheer Bhavani Temple in Kashmir, there are thousands of temples in India. Also, there 

are several Kshetrams like Jyotirlinga Kshetras, 51 Shakti Peethams, Pancha Bhoota Sthalams, Kshetras in 

origin of rivers, confluence of rivers and confluence of river and sea. In the Himalayan Kingdom of Nepal 

there are thousands of temples. Kailasha Parvatha in the Himalayas is also to be noted.  

Worshipping divinity in Vigrahas is an intrinsic part of our system. By this worship method, we attain divine 

energy, concentration power, involvement in Sadvishsyas. Temples are classified in to three types, 

Swayambhu, Rishi Pratishtha & Manava Pratishtha. The third type is based on Shilpa Shastras, Agama 

Shastras (Shaiva & Vaishnava) and Vaidika Paddhati as ordained by Maharishis. Right from soil testing till 

invoking the divine power in the idols, performing Kumbhabhishekams every 12 years, Utsavams all these 

are detailed in them and are related to temple heritage. Sixty-four arts mentioned in our culture are also 

developed in temples. Specific ragas are played in specific hours to please the Lord. Theverams, Prabandhas, 

Vedas are all chanted in Temples, which are important centres for our Sanathana Dharma. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the temples in North India could not be protected in its fullest form. 

Fortunately, due to the relatively peaceful situation in South India, devotees, to some extents were able to 

protect temple heritage in the region. óWorship in temples is very goodô, óAlways wish to perform Dharmaô, 

óDo not stay in a place where there are no templesô are some of the famous adages in Tamil language. Hence 

temples are places which motivate, inspire, unite, cultivate good thoughts, steady the mind, imbibe lofty 

culture and civilizational values in mankind. Through Music, Sculptures, Archanas, Pujas, Alankaras, 

Processions, Naivedyam, Parayanams, Upanyasams, protection of environment- Sthala Vrukshams & water 

conservation; temples protect the devotees in some form or the other. In Hinduism there is devotion for Lord, 

desire for protecting environment, and promotion of music & literature. We can know our real history 

involving our ancestors, our kings & Rishis by visiting temples. The Dharmas & endowments created by 

them is known through inscription in temples. This Dharma helps us in development of human minds and 

helps in prosperity. 

In Independent India, though there was a need to develop these spiritual centres, unfortunately we have 

lagged behind due to several reasons. The Nation is developing fast in the areas of food security, basic needs, 

hygiene, business, scientific advancements etc. There is no doubt that Development is necessary. But there 

is also need for more development which will impact our common people. People should get pure water to 

drink. The Shloka óGange Ca Yamune Chaiva Godavri Saraswati. Narmade Sindhu Kaveri Jalesmin 

Sannidhim Kuruô which is chanted by devotees in their daily prayers, denotes National Unity through rivers. 

A shloka on Cauvery says that the River remove impurities in our bodies & minds, helps in fulfilling good 
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desires and blesses to attain highest knowledge of Advaita by developing our minds. We have to celebrate 

and protect our divine rivers. This will help in agriculture, religious needs, help the common man by 

increasing quality of life. We may acquire both merit-Punya and goodness. 

Several people are working towards protecting our rivers and temple heritage. Devotees being subdued 

towards Lord is a very good virtue. We come across names of great Kings named as Padmanabha Dasa, 

Bruhadamba Dasa etc. But devotees whose real inner liberation lies in temples, should work relentlessly for 

its liberation (in terms of worldly sense) and stop being subdued towards negligence and indifferent attitude 

towards our temple heritage. Those who have knowledge & belief in Shastras, those who are involved in 

Dharma Karyas should participate, and with involvement of devotees, well-wishers & government, should 

work towards realising the real intent behind establishment of temples. With use of new technology, we 

should see that every aspect of temple is rejuvenated and that temples transforms as places of Dharmic Vidya, 

Centres for propagating philosophy, Centres which unite people and promote peace & harmony.   

By following the dictums of Shastras and practice of austerity we will be recipients of merit. While we get 

fruits for our prayers, we should also strive to acquire Punya. All should beget Punya.  

Today common people play a major role in temple development by contributions. But participation is the 

call of the day. Contribution & participation together with proper worship methods as per Agamas & 

Shastras, sound administration through proper legal framework and finally by a dedicated and devoted 

society formed through good family system will help in sustaining our temple heritage.  

Our ancestors did not limit temple activity by just construction but have created endowments right from 

lighting of Deepams to grants for Utsavams etc for perpetual performance of Dharmic activity. 

By protecting our temple heritage, we can regain our past glory, we can prosper and also help the world. 

Hence, we should develop and protect our temples. We should create a good spiritual atmosphere to enable 

to get the Anugraha of the divine lord to all Bhaktas. In ration we see PDS Public Distribution System. 

Temples help in taking Dharmic thoughts to the reach of common people. This can also be definition of PDS 

- Public Devotion Service! 

We may not be able to create such a great infrastructure as we see in our temples, but we have atleast been 

blessed with the fortune of protecting this great heritage. Right efforts in this direction will help. Our Nation 

while making material progress, should also ensure cultural protection & environment protection. 

Hará Hará Sankara Jaya Jaya Sankara 

 

        Hara Hara Sankara Jaya Jaya Sankara 

 

Editorial :  Essence of Bhikshavandanam, an extract from ñBhikshavandanamò published by Sri Kanchi 

Kamakoti Kainkarya Sabha 

Guru is the one who removes the darkness of ignorance or ajnana. We say, krishnam vande jagatgurum. Krishna 

Paratma gave upadesham on both Pravrthi Dharma and Nivritti Dharma, on how we should live our lives in this 

world and on the path of renunciation. Although the gita upadesham was given to Arjuna, it is always meant for 

everyone. Hence Lord Krishna is called jagatguru. Acharya Swamigal is likewise a guru for jagat, a universal 

guru, and a guru here and now, Pratyaksha Guru. 

Acharya Swamigal is Sankaracharya, an Acharya in the Sankaracharyav advaita sampradaya. Acharya is defined 

as one who has thoroughly analysed the sastras , conducts himself according to the acharas laid down in the 

sastras, teaches the same to others and makes them remain stable in the acharas. There is a slokha which conveys 

this: 
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Achinoti hi sastraathaath aachaare sthaapayathyapi Swayam Acharathe Yascha Tham Aacharyam prachakshate 

Maheperiava emphasises, swayam aacharathe ï an acharya must practise what he preaches and thereby sustain a 

tradition. 

To witness the Chandramouleeswarar trikala puja performed by the Acharya is one if the greatest blessings one 

can ever have. All the pujas are performed for the welfare of everyone. Several education and charitable 

institutions are run under the aegis of the mutt. Acharya Swamigal occupies the exalted position of Indra 

Saraswathi. Indra here means parabrahmavasi embodiment of advaitha parabrahma satyam. Kamakoti Peetam is 

also Vakabhava kutam, essence of vak sakthi and jnana sakthi ï hence Saraswathi.  

Acharya Swamigal is importantly a sanyasi. A Sanyasi is one who has given up everything and therefore subsists 

on Bhiksa. Although the word Bhiksha is loosely translated as alms, a sanyasi does not seek Bhiksa. On the other 

hand, it is enjoined upon grihastas to seek out and offer Bhiksa to sanyasis ï that is the reason, grihastasrama is 

called uttama ashrama. The term used for offering Bhiksa is called samarpanam.  

Bhiksavandanam is a vandanam, paying obeisance. Through bhiksa: total humility, sraddha and involvement are 

far more important than the money or the materials contributed. The normal practice, especially when it is a 

Samasti or group bhiksavandanam, is that the bhiksa covers not only the minimal bhiksha for Periyaval, but, 

flowers, fruits and other materials for the tri-kala puja and neivedyam supply of full range of groceries, 

provisions, food grains, vegetables and other cooking materials for prasadam and anna danam and vastram for 

Niyama Brahmanas. If it is a Tuesday or Friday, sarees for Suhasini pujai is included as well.  

 

 

 

 

This issue covers the Holy Camp from 10th March 2021 by HIS HOLINESS PUJYASRI SANKARA 

VIJAYENDRA SARASWATI SANKARAACHARYA SWAMIGAL : 

Period Camp Location 

04-Mar-2021 till 14-Mar-2021 Sri Sankara Matam, Kumbakonam 

15-Mar-2021 till 20-Mar-2021 Govindapuram 

21-Mar-2021 till date Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Kanchipuram 
 

Devotees are encouraged to share spiritual/religious events in their respective cities which can be included in the 

subsequent edition. You are invited to get in touch with any one of the devotees comprising the editorial team of 

this issue of the Newsletter. 

To make the future NRI Newsletters more informative and useful, we welcome your feedback. 

Kanikkai samarpanam can be performed through e-seva portal www.kanchimuttseva.org. 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal Anugraha Bhashanam Tamil New 

Yearôs Day 2021 (video) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kanchimuttseva.org/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/UW3h36QAM_c?feature=oembed
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Anugraha Bhashanam of Periyavaa at Serugudi, Thanjavur district  on (10-Mar -2021) 

Today you all  have jointly completed the Kumbhabishekam of Tiripura Sundari Amman samedha 

Virupaaksheswarar temple in a grand manner. Our fore fathers have told us not to stay in a place, where there is 

no temple(     ). 

The people should lead a happy life and healthy life, by helping each other in a cohesive way. All should lead a 

life without hunger and thirst and with plenty. 

All should lead a healthy life without physical ailments and mental worries. 

All over the villages, temples were built to worship and remove our ailments related to physical body and also 

other related to hatred, anger, jealousy and desires.  

The temples are built in various forms and worshipped, even though God is everywhere and all pervasive. 

The presiding deity of this temple is Virupaaksheswarar. In various temples, the names are different and called 

as Mayuranathar at Mayuram, vedaranyeswarar at Vedaranyam and Lord Shiva with various names in different 

temples blesses all. 

So too the Goddesses as Mangalambikai. It is a great tradition to have the names of God's and Godesses to our 

children. It is our great tradition and faith to have the names of our kula deivam to our children for generations.  

Our temples are divided into three categories. 

The first one is Swayambu, wherein the God has appeared on His own and promised to bless from that place.  

The second one is a place of worship, wherein great Sages, Seers and Saints have worshipped temples with 

tapas and Anustanam, austerity and simplicity, brahmacharya and brahmanishta for the welfare of the whole 

world. They worshipped without any selfishness and prayed for the well being of people for generations to 

come. Many names of Shiva is associated with the Rishis, who worshipped the Lord.  
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We need who can guide us in our life and these Sages and Seers are guiding our life. Similarly Thirumoolar, 

Nayanmarkal, Alwars. 

This temple was constructed with stones( ), which is not available here more than a thousand years 

ago with so much of hard work and that too based on Shilpa Sastra enunciated by great Rishis - Kasyapar, 

Mareechi. They have given the measurement with which vigrahas, garbha Graham should be built. In the 

sastras, the measurement is given for each vigrahas. There are more than three thousand temples constructed 

with the shilpa Sastra in Thanjavur district. 

The third type of temple is constructed by us through our own efforts, especially where we live. 

So the first one is Swayambhu, the second us worshipped by Rishis and the third is temples constructed by us. 

This temple at Cherukuti is of the first type with a pond, good Mandapam and open space.  

Here you have   .(Royal tree). You should worship this tree by going around on Mondays and on 

the days of New Moon and do pradakshina. And get all the blessings. 

Today evening there is going to be Kalyana utsavam. All of you should attend and jointly work for the 

wellbeing of one and all to develop Bakthi and desa Bakthi. For us mother country, mother language and our 

village of roots are important. All who have gone from villages should come back to their roots. Each and every 

village should be able to conduct daily pooja, rituals and festivals with all your co-operation and support. 

Through this culture, tradition and parampariyam should grow. We all should learn new things and at the same 

time should not forget our culture and tradition. 

 

Pushpanjali at Brundavanam, Saankar M utt , Kumbakonam (13-Mar -2021) 

Acharya Swamigal performed Pushpabhishekam at the Brundavanam of 62nd, 63rd & 64th Acharyas of Sri 

Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.  

Acharya Swamigal then 

delivered Anugraha 

Bhashanam. Importance 

of Jeernodharanam of 

temples, need to protect 

rivers, keeping banks of 

river clean, need to grow 

trees which are useful 

for temples, importance 

of performing small 

Dharmas, need to teach 

culture to youth & next 

generation are some of 

the points covered in the 

speech. 

Video of Anugraha 

Bhashanam: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/_V7dq3xbGLY?feature=oembed
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Aradhana of 67th Acharya of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam Pujyasri Mahadevendra Saraswati V 

Shankaracharya Swamigal was performed 14-Mar-2021 at Sankara Matam, Kumbakonam in presence of 

Acharya Swamigal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp at Govindapuram - Acharya Swamigal arrived at Govindapuram on 14-Mar-2021 evening from 

Kumbakonam. 
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Acharya Swamigal visited Alwanthipuram village near Kumbakonam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anugraha Bashanam (video) message for Temple 

Protection Movement (05-Apr-2021)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal visited the Sri 

Kumbheswara swami temple in 

Kumbakonam on 14-Mar-2021 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/9FIlLrD9js0?feature=oembed
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Acharya Swamigal visited the Sri Koteeshwara Swami temple at Tirukotaiyur , Kumbakonam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bhoumashwini- visesha homam was performed at Shrimatam camp at Govindapuram on 16-Mar-2021). 

Poornahuti was performed in presence of Acharya Swamigal. 
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Acharya Swamigal visited the Sankara Matam at Thiruvidaimarudur on 15-Mar-2021. Renovation work of the 

Matam is in progress including the Perumal temple inside the Matam premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal visited the brindavanam of Bhagavannama Bhodendral - the 59th Acharya of Shri Kanchi 

Kamakoti Peetam(from 1638 to 1692) at Govindapuram and performed visesha pujas on 16-Mar-2021. It was 

the Nama Siddhanta of Sri Bhodendral that was responsible for the evolution of Bhajana Sampradaya. 
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Acharya Swamigal visited the house of Saint Sridhara ayyaval who lived in the 1600s on 15-March-2021. 

According to the traditions of the Sri Sridhara Ayyaval Mutt, when Ayyaval recited the Gangashtakam, water 

from the holy Ganges river flowed out of the well in his house. He has composed several shlokas and other 

divine compositions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal visited Thirupananthal Sri Kashi Matam on Adeenam Jayanti (17-March-2021) 
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Acharya Swamigal visited Manikkudi Sri Bruhannayaki sametha sri Panchavarneshwara Swami near 

Thiruppanthal on 17-Mar-2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigalôs 53rd Jayanthi celebrations (09-Mar -2021) ï Detailed coverage 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of HH PujyaSri Shankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Shankaracharya Swamigal - Veda 

parayanam and kalvaitavaram held at Srimatam, Kanchipuram 
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Jayanti Mahotsavam of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- Poornahuti was performed at Sankara Matam, 

Kumbakonam in presence of Acharyal Swamigal. Abhishekam was performed to Acharya Swamigal with 

kalasa teertham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pushpanjali was performed at the vadakodi brindavanam by Achraya Swamigal and Pushpanjali and Swarna 

kaanikkai to Achraya Swamigal by mahalakshmi charitable trust at kumbakonam  
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Jayanti Mahotsavam at Matunga Sankara Matam, Mumbai (video below)  

 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- visesha homam and veda parayanam held at Sri 

Sankara Matam, Rameshwaram 

 

 

 

 

 

New vision centre commenced at Chatrapur, Orissa by Sankara Eye Hospital on the auspicious occasion of 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of Acharya Swamigal. Free glaucoma screening camp was carried out at the centre till 13th 

March 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/LQ3JlgK_Ecw?feature=oembed
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Jayanti Mahotsavam of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- visesha homam and veda parayanam held at Sri 

Kamakshi Ambal Devasthanam, Kanchipuram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- deepa puja and swarna Rathotsavam performed on 

9th May evening held at Srimatam, Kanchipuram 
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Jayanti Mahotsavam of Acharya Swamigal - Srisuktam, Durga 

Suktam, Dhanvantri homam and Veda parayanam was 

performed at the Veda Patashala in Polur, near Tiruvannamalai. 

In his poorvashrama, Acharya Swamigal performed Rig Veda 

Adhyayana at this Veda Patashala. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam Of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- Ghopuja, visesha veda Parayanam and homam 

was performed at Shivalayam in Mukkamala village, West Godavari,Andhra Pradesh 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam Of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal- annadaanam was performed by Sri Sankara 

Matam at Kalavai village in Tamilnadu. 
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Jayanti Mahotsavam of HH Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal was celebrated at Thandalam Village in 

Tamilnadu from 1 to 9 March 2021 with Rig Samhita Homam, Chaturveda Parayanam, Suryanamaskaram, 

Sundarakanda Parayanam, Lalita Sahasranama Archana, Pavamana Parayanam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of Pujyashri 

Shankaracharya Swamigal- visesha 

homam and veda parayanam was 

performed at Sri Sankara Matam, 

Mahendramangalam 

 

 

 

 

Jayanti Mahotsavam of HH Pujyashri 

Shankaracharya Swamiji- veda parayanam 

was performed yesterday on the banks of 

the holy Ganga at Varanasi by Sri 

Agnihotri Somayaji and disciples. 
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Jayanti Mahotsavam Of Pujyashri 

Shankaracharya swamigal - 

vedaparayana done by  vidyardhis 

in Sri Kamakoti Chandrasekara 

Veda Patashala - Goshala in , 

Iragavaram West godavari district 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aradhana of Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swamigal performed (26-Mar -

2021) 

Aradhana of HH Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swamigal was performed at the holy 

precincts of His Brindavanam. Veda Parayanam, Vidwat Sadas, Japan- homam, spiritual discourses 

were performed. Teertha Narayana Puja was performed. Prasadam from Sri Venkateswara Swamy 

Devasthanam, Tirupati and other temples were offered to the Adhistanam. Sampradaya Bhajans were 

rendered. 


