11 ST: 11

|| T AH: 1|
|| F R 79

Ayodhya & Kanchi

An E-Book to Commomerate Rama Janma Bhumi Bhumi Puja Mahotsav &
86th Jayanthi Celebrations of Jagadguru Pujya Sri Jayendra Saraswathi
Shankaracharya Swamigal, 69th Acharya of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam

5th August, 2020



Below
Jagadguru Pujyashree Shankara Vijayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami performs the

Sri Rama Pattabhishekam at Kanchipuram on Sri Rama Navami

Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Pitham Sri Matham Samsthanam
#1 Salai Street

Kancheepuram 631502

TamilNadu, India

Phone: 91 44 2722 2115

Fax: 91 44 2722 4305

© Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham 2020

All Rights Reserved



Above and below

Jagadguru Pujyashree Shankara Vijayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya
Svami blesses the wooden Shanku, coins in gold and silver, and a
Tanjavur style painting of Shree Rama on one side and Lakshmi on
another before they are sent by the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam for the
Bhoomi Puja of the Sri Ram Mandir at Ayodhya.
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Ayodhya and Kanchipuram

Ayodhya and Kanchipuram are two of the seven
Mokshapuris of Bharata. Kanchipuram in the
south is the nabhi sthalam of the 51 Shakti
Peethas. The goddess of Kanchipuram is
Kamakshi, one who fulfills all desires until there
are none left. In other words, she is the path to
Moksha, as, only one who has no desires left is
truly free.

Maharaja Dasharatha was childless. He had a dream in which
he was advised to come to Mokshapuri Kanchipuram pay
respects to Amba Kamakshi. Maharaja Dasharatha travelled
2000 km from Ayodhya to Kanchi in the Treta Yuga. This
shows us how wonderfully the great Kshetras of Bharata were
connected even in those days, and that people were aware of
these different places of hightened spirituality

Above
Amba Kamakshi

This piece of history is so ancient that the Lalithopakhyayam of the Brahmanda purana tells of
Maharaja Dasharatha coming to Kanchipuram to perform the famous Purtakameshti (Putra-
Kama-Ishti) Yagam. This yagam, when done with sincerety, helps the performer beget children.
It is after this yaga that Kausalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi drank the prasad kheer, payasam and
begat Sri Rama, Sri Lakshmana, Sri Bharata and Sri Shatrugna.

Such Ishti Yagas are still conducted in Kanchipuram and other places in south India under the
guidance of the Jagadguru Shankaracharya of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.

Left

The grand and
beautifully sculpted
vasantha Mandapam
of the Amba
Kamakshi
devasthanam in
Kanchipuram is full
of sculptures from
the Ramayana.



Amba Kamakshi and the Sri Matham

Pujyashree Adi Shankara
Bhagavadpadacharya came to Mokshapuri
Kanchipuram at the age of 27 after travelling
the length and breadth of Bharata. He
established the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam on
482 B.C.E and was it’s first Peethathipathi. The
Peethathipathis of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam are the Dharma Kartas of the Temple.

Adi Shankara received 5 crystal lingas as a blessing from
Lord Shiva at Kailas. He carried four of these to different
kshetras and arranged for their poojas. He set up four

Mathas in the four courners of Bharat, and placed one of

Above His sishyas as the peethathipathi of each of those mathas.
Adi Shankara prays to Amba He then came to Mokshaprui Kanchipuram with one linga
Kamakshi. called the Yoga linga to which He performed pooja thrice a

day. This yoga linga is called Sr1 Chandramouleeshwara.

At Kanchi, He found Kamakshi in an ugra or fierce form. He calmed her by installing and
performing pooja to a Sri Chakra Yantram in front of the goddess. He spent His last days at
Kanchi. His Adhistanam is in the temple.

Establishing the Mulamnaya Sarvajnapitha

Adi Shankara Bhagavadpadacharya decided to stay at
Kanchipuram, He establised the 5th and foremost of
Peethams, the Mulamnaya Sarvajiiapitha and He
himself sat as the first peethathipathi of this peetham.
This is the seat of Omniscence. The Peetam has an
unbroken guru-sishya parampara of 70 Acharyas who
have performed tri-kala pooja to the Yoga linga.

Right
Acharyas of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam perform the
tri-kala pooja to the yoga linga




Above

The 69th Peethathipathi of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Jagadguru Pujyshree Jayendra
Sarasvati Shankaracharya Swami getting ceremonial honours as the parampara Dharma
Karta of the Sri Kamakshi Amba Devasthanam. He visited the temple every day in the last
year of His mortal existance.

The Jagadgurus of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam have encouraged the public to chant
the name of Sr1 Rama and have given silver
coins to many to encourage the habit of
writing the Rama Nama. Jagadguru
Jayendra Swami started a drive to get people
to pen 13 crore Rama Nama and motivated
people to contribute towards the
construction of the Sr Rama Mandir.

Right

His Holiness releases Rama Nama Lekhana Book.
The target was 13 Crore Rama Namas for the Ram
temple.



Jagadguru: the spiritual warrior

Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami the
69th Peethathipathi of the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam fought for the
preservation of Sanatana Dharma and put in special efforts to secure the
Janmabhoomi for Sri Rama. His 86th Jayanthi Mahotsav is on the same
day as the Sri Ram Janmabhoomi bhumi pooja, 5-8-12020.

Jagdguru was hand-picked and groomed by Pujyshree
Chandrashekarendra Sarasvati who had observed his keen
intellect, great devotion, fearless attitude, and bold outlook
— characteristics the Acharya knew would be needed to
pull Hindu Dharma clear of terrible existential challenges
and firmly re-establish Bhakti, Dharma and Advaita in
society. Tutored personally by Maha Swami, He grew to be
firm in his knowledge and convictions, fearless of criticism
and determined in his actions. Born in a tiny village,
Irulneeki, “Dispeller of Darkness,” He became the saint
who could stand up to all kinds of storms and remain the
untouched lighthouse for humanity; one who could
simultaneously delve the depths of self-knowledge to find
strength, and, retain sweet purity despite all that would
crash on His person. Dharma and Advaita were His
banners, Adi Shankara, His Hero, and Bharata Varsha His
concern. This Saint-Warrior for Hindu Dharma used his

Above feet as His Ratha. Often travelling 15-20 kms a day through
Jagadguru at the temple He scorching sun, rain, and freezing cold, He has travelled
built at Rameshwaram thrice over Bharata Varsha with the Chandramouleeshwara

Pooja and a retinue that included elephants & bullock carts.

Right
Jagadguru at Dhanushkodi

This Kriya Shakti visited Ayodhya thrice. He
built a temple to Sr1 Rama and started a Veda
patashala in Ayodhya. He was invited to Delhi
mediate and resolve the Ayodhya issue and He
did. All the muslims aligned under His
leadership to build a temple for Sri Rama.

The year was 2002.



The 7 Mokshapuris of Bharata

Above
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Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya (Mayapuri or Haridwar), Kashi (Varanasi), Kanchi (Kanchipuram),
Avantika (Ujjain) and Dwaravati (Dwaraka); These seven cities are giver of Moksha
(Liberation) (and are called Mokshapuri).
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Jagadguru’s Anugraha Bhashanam

His Holiness, Jagadguru Pujyashree Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi
Shankaracharya Swamigal, 7oth Peethadhipati of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam blesses the Bhumi Puja of Sri Ram Mandir at Ramajanmabhumi,
Ayodhya with an anugraha bhashanam. The day also commemorates the
86th Jayanthi Mahotsav of His Guru, Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra

Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami.
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Virtues of Sr1 Rama
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Among the renowned cities that grant
Moksham & Wisdom (jiiana) in our
country, Ayodhya is first & Kanchi is
another epitome. Kanchi is one of the
seven cities which grants Mukti.

Every now & then, The Almighty bestows
blessings on humanity by manifesting in
different forms on earth to protect and re-
establish Dharma, instil good thinking in
the population, and protect the virtuous.
This is the reason there have been so

many Avatars.
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paritranaya sadhiinam vinashaya cha
dushkritam,
dharma-sansthapanarthaya sambhavami

yuge yuge.

Amongst the Avatars, is Sr1 Rama Avatara. Living as a human being, Sr1 Rama
exemplified Dharmic living. He demonstrated how one should pursue Dharma
throughout ones life with love & focused attention. He illusrated how people should
come together amicably and participate in social activities, how elders should be

respected and parents revered.



He taught us to be determined in leading principled life, to be of help to others, to
protect the world, both by not hindering good deeds and by participating in social work.
The world needs peace and prosperity. All living beings must be protected, particularly .
cows (Go Samrakshana). He set an example, living by all these ideals

Sri Rama took the form of a human and was a living example of Bhakti- Jiiana-Vairagya
Margam. He is called the “Maryyada Purushottaman.” He is therefore celebrated both
as an honourable and ideal man & an ideal Avatar.

Ramo Vigrahavan Dharmah

Who can be described as an epitome of dharma, ethics and shastras? The answer is Sri
Rama, the son of a Chakravarthi. He is the personification of all virtues and the
principles of Dharma. Maha Vishnu incarnated as Sr1 Rama the Supreme Human
Being, in the city of Ayodhya—a place that cannot be conquered, a place full of
auspicious qualities, endowed with ultimate power.

The making of an Avatar

When all the Devas went to Vaikuntham and appealed to Sr1 Maha Vishnu to put an end
to the trials and tribulations suffered by human beings on this earth, he said “ I shall
incarnate on earth.”

GITTeA Febed STTAT MGTUTHIAA g I8 o dHddT s sHY |

JPUSTE HASTTAAHTABMT IRUIH B0 | IS | 23|l

The celestials then had a glimpse of the power that could erase the worries and longings
of the world. When Sri Maha Vishnu, the protector, then incarnated as the son of
Dasharatha. The divine glory of the Sr1 Rama, the earth, and especially Bharat, has
attained immense glory, punya and pride.

An exemplary life

Sri Rama’s life is a model life aligned to Dharma, integrated with Bhakti, embellished
with valour, intelligence, humility, gratitude and magnanimity. Working for the greater
good was his guiding principle.

Narada Muni is asked, “ S TEHTAId Wi TOTETRY GRITM |
YHIY BT G Geerd: | 11.1.21 | 0T Bl gerd:?
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Above
Jagadguru at the Paduka
mandapam, Rameshwaram
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Lalithopakhyayam of the
Brahmanda purana

Describing several desirable and excellent qualities,
Narada Muni is asked, who in these times has all these
qualities. Sage Narada was asked because he was well
aware of all the worlds and has access to every place
irrespective of whether there was good or bad there. He
mingled with everyone easily even as he propagated
Bhakti. He inculcated pious thoughts in everyone’s
mind and was reputed as being knowledgable about the
affairs of the world.

To sage Valmiki’s question, Narada Rishi replies with
the word “Rama”. Then sage Valmiki begins to
enumerate the virtues of Sri Rama & that takes shape as
Valmiki Ramayanam. This epic is popular in many
languages spoken in this country and also outside India.
There are many temples for Sr1 Rama in Tamilnadu.
Poets like Sri Thyagarajaswamy, have composed
hundreds of songs on Sr1 Rama. Rama Nama Japam
occupies a vital place in the culture Bharata Bhumi. It is
widely practised across the country. Several exquisite
temples for Sr1 Rama exist in Tamilnadu and other
places in Bharata Desa

Lanka

Any place, even if it is the most beautiful and well
appointed with all facilities, it is still not the same as the
homeland. Lanka was a prosperous land with wealth &
riches. It boasted the Golden Pushpaka Vimana and had
everything which was considered technologically new
the best in the world. However, Sr1 Rama was not drawn
to this place. Why? Rama himself declares,

ST STFMHY TTieY TET

The mother & Mother Land are superior to even heaven.

To him therefore, Ayodhya, the city where he was born, was the best.
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All the devotees of Sri Rama, who have been expecting this auspicious moment for a

long time, share that pride.

Sri Rama reached Lanka by crossing a bridge. After a long time this occasion (the
bhoomi pooja for the temple) has come. With hope & prayer, his devotees await a
temple at his birth place. Now efforts are on to raise a temple in that auspicious place.

Chant the Rama Nama 108 times

On this momentous occasion, devotees must add strength to these efforts by chanting,
or writing Rama “Sri Ram Jaya Ram Jaya Jaya Ram” 108 times. From where ever they
are, devotees should involve themselves in the prayer so that the divine temple of Sri

Rama is constructed without delay or hurdles.

Kanchipuram & Ayodhya—connections

Dasharatha’s Kamakshi Stotram
L alitopakhyanam 40th Adhyaya Shlokas 124-129
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There is a perceptable link
between Kanchipuram &
Ayodhya on one hand and the
Kanchi Math and the current
efforts on the other. The
connection between
Kanchipuram & Ayodhya is
mentioned in two chapters,
39th& 40th of
Lalitopakhyanam—a scripture
which describes the greatness
of Kamakshi Devi.

Dasharatha, Pankti Ratha, of
the Surya Vamsha, had a
darshan of Amba Kamakshi in
his dreams.

Here we should talk about an
ancient custom followed in this
land- that of a Kula daivam
(family deity). Families may
live in different places but they



have made it a practise to offer worship to Kuladaivam whenever possible. It could be a
village in a remote corner. When a baby is born, the family visits the temple and offers
Puja. The baby is tonsured there, all according to the family’s custom. The Kuladaivam
of Surya Vamsham was Goddess Tripursundari. There is a temple for the Goddess in
Ayodhya.

The Putrakameshti

Dasharatha had a dream in which he had Darshan of the Goddess. He had been
performing homams and pujas as a penance for many many years in order to be blessed
with projeny. In his dream, he got the divine message that his desire for progeny would
materialise if he went to Kanchipuram and performed Pujas and homams. Dasharatha
narrated the dream to queen Kausalya Devi and left Ayodhya for Kanchipuram. He
spent a week — seven nights in Kanchipuram. He performed all the Pujas and homas to
perfection. He made offering of silks vastram, and honoured scholars and men of
wisdom. He fulfilled all vows and observed strict penance for seven days and nights. He
sang stotras in praise of Goddess Kamakshi. Goddess Kamakshi who was pleased with
the exemplary devotion of the King blessed him by uttering auspicious words from the

sky — “Hfer=~ HEITET TARETATIY” ‘You will beget four sons endowed with my aspects.
Thus he received the blessing of the Goddess.

Kanchipuram & Ayodhya—more connections

Another connection is in the form of natural element. Among the Pancha Bhuta
Sthalams of Shiva, Kanchipuram is Prithvi Kshetram. The concept prevails in Shakti
worship too and in this, Ayodhya is Prithivi Kshetram.

sTeATiey oy foereaferagsherd

Thus there is a rare link between a place in south of India and a city located in the banks
of river Sarayu up north.

:‘4} Kanchipuram shines as the place where prayers were done for the birth of Sri

»54 Rama.

Kanchi Acharyas strive for the Ram Temple

Both Acharyas of Kanchi Math were fully involved in the endeavour to build a temple in
Rama’s birth place. The acharyas have made several kinds of efforts over a long period

13



of time to make this good event a reality. The attempts of Kanchi Math have worked in
three ways — Sama Margam, Samara Margam & Samarasa Margam.

Sama Margam— The path of unity—Efforts were made to bring about unity in speech,
thought & deed.

Samaram—does not indicate battle. It denotes concerted and intense efforts. An effort
to consolidate the bhakti, fervour, and shraddha, faith, of devotees.Samaram is that
which results in high motivation. Such manner of efforts have also been undertaken.

Samarasam or Samam Rasam—the belief that there is goodness in everything and
all are entitled to trust & honour. It is mutual give & take. In a family, when
individual members sacrifice for a common cause there prevails only acceptance
and bond giving no room for setbacks. Similarly, This kind of multi pronged
effort has been there since the 1950’s. It picked up momentum in 1980’s.

Efforts from all sides

As a result of people’s bhakti and the direct & indirect efforts of many individuals a
good solution has been reached. Arrangements are being made to begin construction of
the temple. Successive governments have been making attempts to find a solution.
Representatives of such Governments have met and discussed the issue with both
Mahaswami & Sri Pudu Periyava. In this context, one should mention that in 1989-90,
George Fernandes, the then Railway Minister, clad in the traditional Panchakacham,
had darshan of Mahaswami at the Math in Kanchipuram and discussed the issue.

Left
Advani &

George
Fernandes
meet Kanchi
Acharya.
“Muslims
agree to have
talks. There is
hope for a
Solution.”
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Krishnakanth, the Andhra Pradesh Governor, accompanied by two dignitaries, one, the
Bihar Governor, Mohammad Salim & the other the Madhya Pradesh Governor M.A.
Khan met both Periyavas regarding Ayodhya. On Another occasion Subodh Kanth
Sahay, Central Minister came for consultation. There was Sahabuddin who came with
Subramaniam Swamy. Pudu Periyava made great efforts to create an amicable
atmosphere between both communities.

Then, during Sri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s rule, Sri Pudu Periyava
left no stone unturned to create peace
and an understanding between the
two parties. During Sri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s prime ministership, He
spoke to different groups and with
his untiring and monumental efforts
brought about a relaxed and
harmonious situation. The valuable
aid of Tamil Nadu’s influential
personalities was also obtained in

A . . . .
bove achieving this conducive atmosphere.

Jagadguru Sri Pudu Periyava with Sri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee

First Honours to Sr1 Rama at Ayodhya go from Kanchipuram

The year was 1986. Mahaswami was at the Kanchi Math and Sri Pudu Periyava was at
Allahabad -Prayag where the consecration of Sankara Vimana Mandapam was
scheduled. Around this time in February first week, the gates at Ayodhya complex
opened for darshan of Sr1 Rama. Pudu Periyava at once left Prayag and reached
Ayodhya via Pratapgarh & Sultanpur. He stayed there around February 7-8 and
returned to Allahabad — Prayagraj via Rae Bareilly and Amethi. Mahaswami sent a
beautiful silk ceremonial umbrella called a Chatram and two Chamarams from
Kanchipuram to Ayodhya by plane. Sr1 Ramamurthy Sastrigal & Sr1 Neelakantha
Dikshitar flew to Lucknow with the Chatram & Chamaram, and went to Ayodhya in
time to hand them over to Sri Pudu Periyava. On February 7th when Pudu Periyava
reached Ayodhya, He dedicated these auspicious symbols to Sri Rama. After dedication
of Chatram & Chamaram both emissaries of Mahaswami stayed in Ayodhya for a week
and recited Valmiki & the Hindi Tulasi Ramayana

15



Above and below )
The Sr1 Ram temple built by Jagadguru Sri Pudu Periava at Ayodhya
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That the Kanchi Math was the first to offer respects to Sri Rama through Pudu Periyava
as ordained by Mahaswami is a very special moment in the historical connection
between the Math & Ayodhya.

A Math, a temple for Sri Rama and a Veda Patashala at Ayodhya

Later on, Sr1 Pudu Periyava had a huge piece of land acquired on the banks of Sarayu. A
Math was built and in it were installed the idols of Sr1 Kamakshi, Sr1 Rama & Adi
Sankara. A Veda Pathashala is functioning in the premises now. Well aware of the
requirements of the local population, Pudu Periyava, who treated both social & religious
service with equal dedication, established an institution to impart education in
vocational subjects such as tailoring. The good work is continuing till today. The
peethathipathis of Kanchi Math have thus involved themselves in the spiritual &
economic progress of the people of Ayodhya.

It is a happy coincidence that the Bhumi Puja of the Ram temple at Ayodhya falls on
August 5thwhich also happens to be Pudu Periyava’s Jayanthi. This is an excellent
opportunity for us devotees to meditate on our culture, which has added glory to human
civilization and above all on Sri Rama whose Avatar is our culture’s crowning glory.
Pudu Periyava worked hard for the temple. Pudu Periyava never forgot Sr1 Rama and
Sri Rama never left Him. We need to encourage such bhakti towards Sri Rama.

Mahaswami chants “Rama Rama”

Looking back at 1907, 13 year old Mahaswami was
taken to Kalavai to be ordained. On the way he was
subtly informed that he might not be able to return
to his home. Taken aback, Periyava immediately
started chanting Rama Nama. He has mentioned it
in an article.

He cultivated the habit of writing Rama Nama
among children and gifted them coins of gold &
silver to encourage them. Even today devotees
deposit books with 50 thousand and a lakh Namas
written in them.

Above: Around 1910, a few years after Mahaswami became the 68th Peethathipathi.
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In the 1960’s (1967, 1968), both
Acharyas spearheaded the consecration
of Bhadrachalam Rama Temple. They
stayed on the banks of the Godavari,
bathed in the river, supervised the
renovation work and offered guidance.

Right
Jagadguru Sr1 Pudu Periyava performing his
japa on the banks of the Godavari

Ram Rajya

With such a rich tradition of links with Sri Rama Kshetram and temples, may bhakti
and our culture flourish.

In this country of people speaking different languages, following various customs and
beliefs but united for the progress of this nation, the preservation our ancient
civilization, bhakti & Sampradaya, where tradition and trend go hand-in-hand, let glory
and prosperity, Rama Ramjyam, dawn and prevail in this land.

Ayodhya abroad

Ayodhya is a name well known in India, but several countries including Thailand have a
city in that name. That shows the all pervading glory of Rama Nama.

Anugraham, Blessings

Let the auspicious event of the Bhumi Puja act as an inspiring beacon of light to guide
and strengthen humanity in general, and Indians in particular, on the right path.

Let Rama Bhakti grow manifold and endow people with fresh vigour and energy.

Let our heritage be protected, bhakti preserved and may we get the strength to go on a
princiled path.

Let us preserve Dharma which in turn will shield us by paving the way for many
auspicious occasions. Dharmo Rakshati Rakshitaha.

Hara Hara Sankara Jaya Jaya Sankara
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Left
Copper plate inscription

prepared by the Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam detailing
the Muhurtam of the Sri Ram
Janmabhoomi temple Bhumi
Puja with Veda Vakyams
praying for peace and
prosperity of one & all

Opposite
Text of the Copper plate

inscription prepared by the
Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
detailing the Muhurtam of the
Sri Ram Janmabhoomi
temple Bhumi Puja with Veda
Vakyams praying for peace
and prosperity of one & all



Jagadguru’s blessings for the Bhumipujan

22



Jagadguru’s Anugraha Bhashanam—Hindi
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Statement of His Holiness, Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati
Shankaracharya Svami just after Darshan at Ram Temple, Ayodhya (Faizabad)
10/2/1986 as reported in Jana vartha newspaper

The temple was unlocked after court orders after nearly 35 years. His Holiness was the first
prominent Acharya to visit Ayodhya.

“PEACE IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR INSTEAD OF PROVOCATION,” said HH
Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swamigal

According to HH Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swamigal , Peace and
devotion is needed in the Ayodhya Janmabhoomi matter instead of excitement and
enthusiasm.

Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal was talking to the media reporters of Ayodhya at
Maanas Bhavan. Jagadguru was at Ayodhya for darshan ,after the opening of the lock at
Ram Janmabhoomi. Talking to the media reporters,Swamigal told that it is not enough if this
lock alone is opened. People should open the lock of their minds for the overall upliftment of
humanity.” He said that the current situation of Ram Janmabhoomi is similar to that of
Kashmir. He also said that there is no need for any kind of protest or flag bearings at the
moment. Peace is the need of the hour. Too much of shoutouts or protests will cause
unnecessary disturbances.
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Speaking about the Kashi and Mathura Shrines
and the controversy elated to them,.Jagadguru
asserted that they were not like Ram
Janmabhoomi.

He told mediareporters that this was his second
trip to Ayodhya. He came for thefirst timein the
year 1975. Thistime he was coming to Ayodhya
from Prayag where he had been staying for the
past nine months. At Prayag Sangam , a huge
Shiva,Tirupati and Balgji temple has been built
for the sum of 55 lakhs.

Tomorrow,Shri Jagadguru will be going to
Sultanpur from Ayodhya ,then he will be going to
Allahabad via Pratapgarh.

In the end Swamigal said that-"Indiaisin need of
Peace so let's all be peaceful and calm.
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Kanchi Paramacharya
consecrates bricks
for Ayodhya temple

KANCHEEPURAM, July 29.

Sri Chandrasekherendra Saraswathi, Parama-
charya of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam conse-
crated nine bricks with the inscription ‘Sri Ram’,
to be used in the foundation for construction of
Sri Ram Mandir at Ayodhya by the Viswa Hindu
Parishad, in the presence of a select gathering at
Sankara Mutt here this morning.

Mr. Ashok Singal, Secretary-General (mterna-
tional) of the Viswa Hindu Parishad told press-
persons that this was the first function in a series
for collection of voluntary contributions for the
construction of the temple at Sri Ram's birth
place. Each family could contribute Rs. 1.25 for
which coupons would be given.

He said they proposed to conduct “Sila poo-
ja" at seats of religous heads in the country.
They hoped to collect Rs. 25 crores in a house-to
house drive. Yagnas were also planned at 6000
centres in the country.

Replying to a question, he said the construc-
tion would commence on November 9 this year,
the day fixed by acharyas and sadhus who at-
tended the recent Kumbh Mela at Allahabad. At
present the estimated cost of construction was
Rs. 10 crores and it might go up in view of infla-
tion. It would take about four years to complete
the construction. They had fixed target for volun-
tary collection in each area and for Tamil Nadu it
was 5375 bricks and for Bombay and Delhi
5.000 and 4,000 respectively. He was glad that
first bricks for the foundation had been conse-
crated by the Paramacharya, who sent an um-
brella and chamarams for the temple soon after
the High Court judgment

Later Sri Jayendra Saraswathi, who spoke to
the gathering, observed that when Rama had to
go to Lanka to destory evil forces, it was a mon-
key force, led by Sri Anjaneya, which helped in
the construction of a brud?e He thought it appro-
priate that bricks for the foundation were conse-
crated in the south by the Paramacharya himself.
— Our Correspondent

Above
Website launched to mark this

historic event

Above
Sri Rama pooja done on 5/8/20
by Jagadguru at the



Vishesha Samagri from Kanchi

Sri Ramajanmabhumi- Bhumi Puja Utsav

Signifying the divine, ancient & historic link between Kanchipuram & Ayodhya, His Holiness.
Jagadguru Pujyashree Shankara Vijayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami gave specific
directions to prepare items necessary for the Bhumi Pujan. He blessed Vishesha Samagri for
the Bhumi Pujan ceremony at Ram Janma Bhoomi on 5/8/2020 from His camp at
Shivasthanam, Thenambakkam, in Tamizh Nadu, India.

Shanku

The foremost item in Bhumipujan ceremony is Shanku. Hence
the ritual is called as Shanku Sthapanam. The Shanku is made
of Khadira Wood, (Acacia catechu, Karungali in Tamizh)
measuring 12 foot height. It is divided in three shapes,
rectangle, hexagonal & circle with pointer in the end
measuring 12 Angulams and each shape measures about 15
cms. During the Bhumi Pujan, the Shanku is placed in its
designated area. Proper wood was extracted from a Khadira
tree and the Shanku was carved by traditional Achari, in a
single day. His Holiness smeared it with holy turmeric and it
was kept in the Chandi Homam Vedi on Wednesday,
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Far Left
The shanku at the Chandi

Homa.

Left
Abhishekam is performed

on the Shanku with the
Sacred water from the
Chandi Homa.

Below Left
The Shanku Pani

Vinayaka temple.

Below
The Shanku Pani

VinayakaVinayaka temple

29/7/2020. After the Purnahuti it was taken to Mahaswamy’s shrine and Kalasha Teertham
was consecrated on it. The Shanku was then taken to Shanku Pani Vinayaka Temple near
Kamakshi Temple where special Pujas were performed. Legend says that Adi Sankara
consecrated Shanku Pani Vinayaka and then started the re-modelling of the ancient town of
Kanchi. The Shanku was then taken to Kanchi Math and pujas were performed to it in front of
S$r1 Kanchi Mahaswamy’s and Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swami’s Brindavanam. Later it was
brought back to camp and kept at Mahaswamy’s Shrine in Tenambakkam until it’s journey to
Ayodhya.
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Holy Sand — Mruttika

Holy Sand was collected from Sri Kanchi Sankara Math, Sri
Kamakshi Temple, Sr1 Ekamranatha Temple & Sri
Varadaraja Swamy temple on Wednesday, 29/7/2020.
Mantras from Yajur Veda denoting Bhumi Suktam,
Mruttika Suktam & Nakshatra Suktam were chanted by
Vedic Scholars when the holy Mruttika was collected. The
holy sand is stored in brass, pittalai, boxes and kept in the
Shrine.

Left
The shanku, Mruttikai coins and other offerings for the

Bhoomi pooja placed at the Brindavanam of Pujyashree
Maha Swami at the Kanchipuram Matham

Mruttika Collection
Place Areafrom where Mruttika was collected
Sr1 KanchiShankara Math Under Bakulatree near Naga Pratishtha
Sr1 Kamakshi Temple Neem Tree near DurgaSannidhi aong with
Bilakasham Sand
Sr1 Ekamranatha Temple Mango Tree — SthalaVruksha of Kanchi
Sri Varadaraja Swami Ashwatha Tree near Adi Sesha Sannidhi & Bilva
Temple Vruksha near Thayar (Devi) Sannidhi

Thanjavur Painting

A beautiful Thanjavur painting of Vinayaka, Lakshmi, Saraswathi, Sr1 Rama, Sri Sita Devi & Sri
Lakshmana which has been in His Holiness’ Sannadhi for several months, is being sent to
denote removal of Vighnas, Prosperity, Knowledge & cultural unity of our country.
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Coins & Inscription Plates

Gold & Silver coins of different sizes & inscription plates in copper
& silver have been specially done to commemorate the Rama
JanmaBhoomi Bhoomi Puja Mahotsav.

Coin front

STRTH 8T SISy T 16T

Coin back
fT BTl BB IS B I

The inscriptions reveal the date of the event and contain
quotations from Ramayana where Rama himself states the
greatness of Janani & Janmabhumi.

AT ST ETieY | |

Five special coins in Gold & Silver for Five bricks denoting 7T
Nanda- East, 92T Bhadra - West, 14T Jaya - North, T Rikta -
South, and 90Tl Purna- Middle one for Vasthu Devatha have been
specially prepared to be used in Bhumi Pujan Ceremony

Far Left above
Design of the inscribed silver and gold coins.

Above
Design of the inscribed silver and gold coins.

Left
The inscribed silver and gold coins.

38



Left
The shanku, Mruttikai coins and other offerings for the

Bhoomi pooja placed at the Brindavanam of Pujyashree
Jayendra Swami at the Kanchipuram Matham

Engraved Plate

A plate in copper & silver with the complete details of Bhumi
Pujan date followed with select quotations from Vedas &
Ramayana have been inscribed. “

Coins with Rama’s Pattabhishekam image and details of the
Bhumi Pujan event will be given as Prasadam to attendees &
Trustees.

Above
29/7/1989—Jagadguru Pujyashree Maha Swami blesses bricks to be used for the construction
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A vision for Ayodhya

His Holiness, Jagadguru Pujyashree Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi
Shankaracharya Swamigal, articulated a vision for the Sri Ram temple
at Ayodhya. He focuses both on the spiritial and temporal, practical
aspects of space utilization.

The need for a spiritual core

Spirituality should be he core focus when re-structuring and building of the Ayodhya temple.
Generally tradition and culture are swept aside when development becomes the focus. In
Tamilnadu, for instance, the ambience and surroundings of ancient temples has changed. The
so-called Raja Veethi, Mada Veethi and Sannadhi Street which surround a temple have
gradually lost their grandeur. Development often happens at the cost of these precious visual
and cultural spaces. Their shape and size change, and in the process, much of their original
purpose is hampered. This forces the temple to scale down the normal full-scale activities. They
may not be totally stopped, but they get compromised. The normal, grand observance of
festivals and other cultural events and services get reduced. These aspects should be taken into
consideration when the city of Ayodhya is expanded with the Ram temple as the hub.

The vision

The new structure should accommodate all our cultural hallmarks such as our fine arts, music,
dance, the Vedas, Upanishats and Epics. It should have a garden (Nandavanam) exclusively
used for Puja purposes and exhibitions to showcase our Sastra, History and Dharma. Also it
should give importance to the needs of devotees. Needs here would mean required amenities
for the beneit of pilgrims.

How does one determine the manner in which to develop a city? Ayodhya, the hub of devotion,
and as such, should be developed as a pilgrim town focused on worship. Just as a commercial
city is developed to suit business needs, Ayodhya should emerge as a superior pilgrim centre
with facilties such as bathing ghats, dormitories, drinking water and other ameneties, different
kinds of patashalas, catering to people of different languages and states.

S$r1 Rama is an icon who is perceived in many different ways. He is a God to bhaktas, an ideal
and exemplary Man to those who study history, to the world he is a symbol of culture, courage
and valour. Therefore for the millions who adore him worldwide, Ayodhya should be the model
city that helps fulfil the needs and spiritual aspirations of bhaktas nd those who look up to him
as a role model, both national and international.
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The time has come for all to come together and work in a coordinated manner to recreate the
holy city of Ayodhya. Private & Public entities should join hands in constructive partnership.

The Almighty has bestowed on us many treasures many objects to facilitate our growth and
development. Peace & prosperity prevail when people remain calm, amicable and share the
gifts of God with proper understanding. Troubles increase during times of adversity when the
understanding is flawed, approach is hasty and greed overtakes the mind. This is exactly the
situation in which India finds itself in this past month. Good traits and values alone will help p
the poor and all others to reap the benefits of the Almighty’s benevolence. In the end it is
culture, which will help us appreciate this aspect and build understanding.

Sri Rama is an icon, an emblem of our culture. Hence it will be appropriate and in fitness of
things if the divine city of Ayodhya is recreated in such a way that it conveys the noble qualities
of Sr Rama- his devotion & philosophy to bhaktas and all others.

Reply to recent opinion that Ayodhya is in Nepal

As far as we are concerned, at this point of
time it should be borne in mind that
Janakpur in the land of Nepal is as
important to us as is Ayodhya. It is Sita
Devi’s birth place and a place that was ruled
by King Janaka. Hence Janakpur deserves
our deep love, respect and affection.
Ayodhya is in India and located at the banks
of river Sarayu. The views expressed by
certain people in this context may be
strange but should not be looked upon with
hostility.

I?ig ht
Sr1 Rama Bhakta Kalpalatayam
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Ayodhya Declaration

The Shankaracharyas of Bharata came together on June 27, 1993 and
made a Joint declaration for the construction of a Srt Rama temple at
Ayodhya

The Declaration in Samskritam

TATATIHRT YAl BATadRT: RETIdRAT:  SHIfCih T dareml:
g G Agd gl T AU bl SR 9T Jadaad Gar-eHAfd

GHYTICIM |

WG BIATS ITATT o T @i Aevel: | U e afedq esTe: |
AT ATBHY ATEIEATOHIBTI Sd: U < ofd ATEIMH: | g Fi=T &l
o a9 g TEwfaufafdad) s e uRfEfd aararemiaefeH
AT IS THA AR AT I A TGS TIHAT HYFTHTIOT TebIpH: |

GATATIHISTAATIS: | AT B Y&H: Udddp: | T gAY | A1
Fe Esafafdad) gaisf s SHq T degarl yafdl gafoaf gary
T sfor o T fepeafd T | o SRt Hasg WORTISST 31 = o=l | d
AT gHFRATA: THII "I Ad TR yrArforedr TRar g
ATBHTHT TR BT adiafd| S|y gof v | 37 il FAfGh o<
g I I IJAFE 0 =g ¥H Iueefedd| I Al SR q8 WA
TIdd | FASHUTHT LA THRISHET oy Qi S ds I d HH
YHATSTT & It~ I 9|

I YiIdeddl URUTAGBRIAT Tded| M T O eeid TIak|
Hagwoy fIoAYy § geard gaier sfgar grafearn: ufkert fagag) gdsfu
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SHT: WEd YHHI IS GAHT TF | 3108 YRGS g&aeld fauTqAfeer: Hemy 1
Q| Fd ST WTa A== BARIGUOT I Woled | d ATHTRUT SYTR0T < HIed:
SUTTETHEEHMT: Beeld~ | T Td WRHTAT fafeemimil sy Iurerd efd aw afe
oIl AL T ATCITHhIhAe WigH T Bl 7 Fddar gl
UHE FATRA: A GeaeiAT: fhad dar | v A9 i Sfifad ot S|
YHIGSITRMT UTRETOH Ul d YHT qieTo) Hoq|

G0 FATATEHIaRH: ST TASTHHT Hed Jealer THAT< HHfdeafafd
AfIaRT THTE~ | Tel: BT ToaeuEd e faw Repd Tl YUaqAT 3= o
e YT FAMT: | d F&: SHET 7 GH: | IHH Tasd gerd qrTerd
SCHMUN: I TdeiiIuHERdaRoE GduHT  GaTdTHigATE-T  afdsmoT

TR UTRIET0T Y|

529 Terd! WUASHILAHT TR ST AT IS g Id, I T d
To] HUSHY: G<: HEl: HHEEY feudd o TAIEHEio e, d
TSTUEIHMAE AT 9 oz, a¢d SHT JHE] Garesuul TSk do STETTHR0T
AT IR AT fouTd o QeId | A o] YAl TSThauend: qaer gt
I~ d TATAT AT TRIfd FHidd qRaf~ | 3Td: [Tl GdBRuT W ]
YA TATIHATORS Bd AT TfTSeaE=oT AT g: g1 addi Y&yl g&d

qSAT| d: T=T: g fe: fatey fohdd|

T 291 adAHT: Taafes: JouT: d: THTT I F1eTe WERGYTE T uiferg
ST TTHAT GHEIT Uitk o HTery faeufetd qemmdeam: |

JIHYT ScAHTHIYITH:
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2. I ST SRt <21 AT erTy diehedrr o fAfear wafdsme |

R. GATATEHUTRETOT SR W= HORAR o UiRfelg ASHT: faemem: |

3. TSTRIIUE: dedwIgl: STy HETY YHE Aasy o1 grlgy Ty 7 fder-
T L FE] |

¥, ST THIAHAT] dIRUTe < AT RIRAEIGHT Hadd [T GiHd: 37l
faraTd FRfT TSThIaTel: dearegTi: Temfig sitfidhder |

&, USRI FiHdT d152 T yAieml: fd8g: I Ifeer qrivec o |ldHT Hedl
TR Ul TUT: i | BreddbR: TEerT IiH a8 Hiied g0daq|

qdsfu SRl gmd e dal UESIAFMT ARl GUERIEH=<g
faamfetray feamam: | fasRrsfer srmfa: g8 g faum e srRiTdH
forrd wrifatedad 9.3, TRIvE: FaeRedimdedm: |

TR

FHE TG -3THTe-

Y[R -3TEHT

HIJITHLE R 1&1R%%3
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The Shankaracharyas of Bharata @ Shringeri on June 27, 1993

L-R: His Holiness Swami Nischalananda of Puri Matha, His Holiness Sri Bharati Tirtha of Sri
Sarada Peetham Sringeri, His Holiness Swami Swarupananda of Dwaraka and Badrinath
Mathas, and His Holiness Sri Jayendra Sarasvati of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Matha at the
religious summit.
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English translation of The Ayodhya Declaration

Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavad-padacharya, incarnation of Lord Paramashiva, took birth at Kalady
to revive the Sanatana dharma—the eternal law- and preached the Advaita philosophy touring
in all the directions of our country. He appealed to everyone to resotre and foster the ideals of
dharma and spirituality of this great land which alone would secure the well-being of
humanity.

There are many points with regard to the date and life of Sri Adi Sankara that we are not in
agreement. However, we do not want to discuss these issues now. We also direct our devotees
not to give room for discussion on these issues in future. We deem it right to have discussion
on other subjects where we have unanimity. Keeping in mind the prevailing situation in the
country and the need to give a unanimous call and direction to all believers in Sanatana
Dharma, we all give this joint declaration:

Sanatana Dharma does not date from a particular point of time or begin from a particular
founder. Being eternal, it is also universal. It knows no territorial jurisdiction. All beings born
belong to it. All religious and spiritual paths are but aspects of Sanatana Dharma. The highest
teachings of any other religion do find a place in our religion and are but a phase of law laid
down here. Its validity and value remain unchanged whether all accept it or none accept it.

Dharma is the cause of happiness. If today we do not have the mental peace and happiness, it
is due to our gross neglect of dharma. When the practice of dharma declines, suffering begins.
We can, at any moment, put an end to it by reverting to the simple faith and the upright
conduct, the religious fervour and the peaceful contentment of our ancestors.

The future of the land is really in the hands of the people in power. They should set by their
example, a standard of right conduct. The rulers should maintain an attitude of perfect non-
interference in religious matters and at the same time safeguard perfect religious autonomy
among the citizens. There must be perfect religious equality—each man to his religion. No one
has the right to interfere in the spiritual matters of another.

All religious conflicts and quarrels arise because a devotee is unable to disassociate his
conception of God from a particular name and form. If one realises that all gods are one and all
paths lead to God, he will never waste his precious time in religious quarrel.

No religion can possibly live, much less thrive, if its adherents are handicapped in its practice.
The only way a religion can be safeguarded is by strengthening the hands of those who are
entrusted with the duty of guiding the followers.

Every believer in Sanatana dharma fervently wishes that a grand Rama temple should be built
at the birth place of Sri Rama at Ayodhya. The temple issue has remained embroiled in
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litigation for several decades and there have also been unseemly incidents at the holy spot at
Ayodhya and other places and this has created unnecessary tension among people. We have
given this matter deep consideration and thought and find that it is possible to meet the
religious aspirations of all followers of Sanatana Dharma consistent with the law of the land.

In the above background, it is possible to evolve an amicable solution and commence planning
and construction of the Rama temple in accordance with the sastras if all political parties
eschew utilizing this issue for political purposes. At the same time, all those who are interested
in early construction of the temple at Ayodhya, including Mandaleshwars, saints, Mahants
and other religious bodies, should ensure that they do not become unwitting tools in the hands
of political activists. The situation as it stands today can be best resolved by consensus evolved
by religious leaders are apolitical.

Correspondingly, the land acquired by the Government at Ayodhya should be entrusted to a
group of persons who are above politics and command popular respect throughout the country
for construction of a temple for Sri Rama.

We appeal to all right thinking people in the country to come forward and assist and cooperate
in maintaining peace, harmony and mutual faith and solve the burning problem in a true
national spirit.

We declare that:

a) All Sankaracharyas will work in unison for the maintenance of peace in the country and for
welfare of all its citizens.

b) We will take up for, implementation projects for sustenance and propagation of Sanatana
dharma and the rich values of our age-old tradition in its true spirit.

c) All political parties and bodies agree that the construction, upkeep, etc. of the temple at
Ayodhya be left to a suitable body.

d) The body should be constituted of apolitical, religious leaders whose eminence and
independence are transparent and that the Central Government handover the acquired land for
temple construction to this body.

All Sankaracharyas make known the decision that they intend exchanging views frequently
from now on to continue efforts for finding solutions on issues that are to be faced from time to
time. Sri V. R. Gowrishankar will act as the coordinator and keep in touch to appraise us of the
various developments and for implementation our wishes.
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Signed at Shringeri on
Shrimukhavatsariya Ashada Shukla Ashtami

Sunday 27/6/1993
by

. Dakshinamnaya Sringeri Mathadhipati—His Holiness Sri Bharati Tirth

. Paschimamnya and Uttaramnaya—Dwaraka and Badrinath Mathadhipati His Holiness
Swami Swarupananda

. Poorvamnaya Puri Mathadhipati—His Holiness Swami Nischalananda Saraswati

. Kanchi Mathadhipati— His Holiness Sri Jayendra Sarasvati
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Above

L-R: Dr Subramaniam Swamy, Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya
Svami, Sri Ashok Singhal.

Jagadguru Pujyashree Shankara Vijayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami tells us,

“As recent as on 25t February, 2018 when Dr. Subramaniam Swamy had darshan of Sri Pudu
Periyava, he said that the temple is going to come soon at Ayodhya and that His Holiness
should perform Pujas there. Sri Pudu Periyava was very pleased and had conveyed his
blessings. A broad smile and a subtle clap at that moment was an unforgettable sight.”
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“All should
accept
archaeological
findings at
Ayodhya”

Speaking at an eye hospital
inauguration at Kolkatta,
His Holiness said that all
peopl e should accept the
outcome of findings done
by Archaeological Survey
experts at Ayodhya Rama
Janma Bhumi site.

The survey is being carried
as per the order of
Allahabad High Court. It is
afair order. Some people
are opposing this, which is
not right. As and when
Situation arisesto call on
Prime Minister Vajpayeg, |
will meet.

VHPis not afundamentalist
organization. They are
doing the work of
propagating Hindu Dharma.
Kanchi-Ayodhya
Development Trust is
working to foster affection,
brotherhood & peace at
Ayodhya. More than 200
youth belonging to both
communities are being
benefitted by thisinitiative.



Jagadguru’s Anugraha Bhashanam
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Jagadguru’s efforts

Securing Ramjanmabhoomi for Sri Rama

It is apt that the day the Sr1 Ram Janmabhumi pooja is scheduled coincides with the 86th
Jayanthi Mahotsava of Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami. It is
Shravishta nakshatram on that day. Who knows, perhaps it is the Jagadguru who Himself
arranged matters for the Ram temple from His non-temporal position! It is a well known fact
that Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami kept no stone unturned
in His efforts to secure the Janmabhoomi for Sri Rama. He was not one to beat about the
bush. He knew what was right, what needed to get done, and He went about ensuring that
Dharma prevailed. His extremely charismatic and magnetic nature drew people to him. His
logical approach made Him a formidable adversary and His matter-of-fact Dharma based
decisions made Him unstoppable. He always encouraged everyone to follow the Dharmic path
and do the right thing.
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The
Shankaracharya of
Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam, Sri
Jayendra
Saraswati's
exclusive
interview with
Managing

Editor Saisuresh
Stvaswamy at
rediffmail.com

The Shankaracharya of

Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam, Sri Jayendra
Saraswati's
negotiations with the All
India Muslim Personal
Law Board over the Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri
Masjid site in Ayodhya,
have run into rough
water. In an exclusive
interview with
Managing

Editor Saisuresh
Sivaswamy at the
Matha in Kanchipuram,
in Tamil Nadu, on July
2003, the seer explains
what went wrong, and
how the talks could get
back on track.
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What is the extent of your, your Mutt's involvement in Ayodhya? Is it only the
temple?

In Ayodhya the Kanchi Mutt has set up a trust, the Kanchi Ayodhya Nagara Development
Trust. On it we have our Mutt officials, and locals, including a Muslim. The people of that area,
whether Hindu or Muslim, are very poor; the mahants and such people are also there, living in
big bungalows, they are happy. So we thought of doing something for the people, to do some
social service, for the poor to prosper. We teach them tailoring, and buy readymade clothes
from them which is sold in Hyderabad, so they have a steady livelihood. We have also started
embroidery classes recently, and both Hindus and Muslims are part of this project. That is one
endeavour of ours that is on in Ayodhya.

Apart from that we have also set up a small information technology project in Ayodhya, in
which both Hindus and Muslims, men and women, participate. We have taken on rent a small
place there, hired two teachers to teach them IT, and help them set up on their own by giving
them whatever help they may need. One batch is over

and the second batch commenced on the 6th of this

month.

We want to see the people of Ayodhya happy. There is
no point in fighting over Ram, Krishna, this god or
that, in Ayodhya. Feed the stomach, Swamigal, they
say. They are now able to look after themselves, their
family, with dignity. Both communities are living with
dignity, which is important.

Right:

Jagadguru at the Ayodhya Shankar Matha. Veda
Parayanam happens at the Matha
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But what about the main problem in Ayodhya?

As far as Ayodhya is concerned there is no problem at all. Not through the Mutts there, or
through the poor people. If any problem is there it is coming through outside forces. If these
forces were to keep away the problem you are referring to will automatically solve itself.

I am talking about the specific problem over the Ram temple. You and the All
India Muslim Personal Law Board had this exchange of letters, which raised a lot
of hope all around, and then came your letter dated July 1, in which you raised
Kashi and Mathura over which the Board expressed its dismay.
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Above:
Muslim Law Board says the first letter was potential enough to work a solution to Ayodhya
Issue
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Why? Leave their feelings alone. OK, I agree, maybe I need not have mentioned Kashi and
Mathura, I don't want them either, but what about the other points in my letter? They have
used this as a pretext to ignore the other points mentioned by me.

What else did you say?

We had said, in the first letter, to give us the undisputed area, and to build a wall in the middle
if they feel that we will extend the temple, if they don't trust us. We will in the meantime talk,
look to the court judgment etc. No one else should interfere in this matter, it should be sorted
out by the two sides. Then they asked for some clarifications. You had mentioned the court
judgment, they said, so can you tell us where the Ramalayam's garba griha will be located?
Show the same on the map, they said.

We wrote to them that the undisputed and disputed areas, which were separate earlier, have
become one, is not in existence anymore. They were separate, which is why we had asked for it,
but now there is no separation of disputed and undisputed areas. In the last developments of
the last few months the two parts have become one.
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What are these developments you referred to?

The matter went to the Supreme Court for vacating the stay
on the undisputed land given during the Bhoomi Pujan,
which ruled that the stay will be vacated only when the status
of the disputed land is sorted out. After that there is no point
talking about disputed and undisputed areas, they have
become one. There is no sense in them saying they won't give
the undisputed area, both are now disputed. Given that, if we
want the talks to go anywhere, we have to start discussing the
disputed area since the court has made even the undisputed
area into a disputed one.

On what basis did you ask for the disputed land?

We gave them reasons for saying so. One, for the sake of
communal harmony. This issue has led to a lot of violence,
and will lead to more violence in which poor people will get
killed. You must develop a spirit of give-and-take. It is

the vishwas-bhoomi [land of faith] for Hindus. For you, it is
of a man who you call great today [Babar], we don't know
what he was then. We don't also know if there was a temple
there. Hindus have the faith that he was born there, so
keeping in mind this faith if you give up the area it will lead to
communal harmony, we told them.

Two, today, Lord Ram is already seated there, although in a
small jhopdi, it is the reality. As of today if you think anyone
can move him from there, it is impossible. Just as the
undisputed and disputed areas have become one, it is also
evident that Lord Ram has occupied the site. If he is moved,
there will be mass protests, so he cannot be moved. Even a
human being, over twelve years, acquires property, family etc.
Also, whether occupied land or unoccupied, if someone has
resided in a place for twelve years the law recognizes him as
the owner. But we told them, we are not here to claim
ownership. It may be yours but we are asking you to give it up
in our favour. We can also go the law's way but we are asking
you.
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Next, there are already many mosques in that town, some 20. But only eight have prayers
offered there still, the others are in a state of disrepair. No one's come forward to repair them,
nor has the government given permission for it. In this situation if you erect another mosque
who do you expect to come and pray there? You build a temple or mosque when there are
people around. Like, when you build a colony you build a Vinayak temple. But you don't erect a
temple just because the land is yours, you build where there is scope for public worship.
Similarly there is no need for public worship in a mosque there, where will the people come
from? For this reason also you must give in to us, we said.

More, we all accept Allah as great, the supreme power. We pray to such a god, in a mosque
worthy of him, or in a holy place, or even when you find the time and place. But here is a
mosque named after Babar, who came here, fought and won, so you decide, is he of
importance, or is Allah of importance? Allah is supreme, but do we rate Babar who came here
and fought as equally important? This fact of his war, whenever it was fought in history, will be
remembered forever. If you want the ill will to go, remove Babar. Otherwise, his memory will
keep coming up, and the problem will keep recurring.
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Lastly, we all agree that communal harmony is needed. The Wakf Board has given up so much
land in so many places, for schools, colleges, etc. It is nothing new. Given that, if you give up
this site for the sake of communal harmony, you will come to occupy an exalted position.
Because, although only a handful of Muslims may be terrorists they have given the entire
community a bad name. Because of them the general perception is that a Muslim is someone
who will only fight. But, if you were to think in a spirit of accommodation, you will enhance the
reputation of Indian Muslims across the world, as a people who are willing to give in for
communal harmony.

I had written all this to them, in my last letter

Which led to the Board digging its heels in. But why Kashi and Mathura?

That was extra, yes. I don't need it, it is not needed now, but I said one day Hindus may ask for
them so be prepared mentally for it, that's all. But it was unnecessary, yes, though we had said
it.
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Mass Movement needed to promote Moral Education - Kanchi Acharya Speaks at the Living in
Harmony Meet. All religious leaders were present.

But it is that which apparently created all the problems.

You are wrong, that did not create any problems at all. I have a copy of their resolution, and do
you know, there is not a word in it about that point. They have not said anything about it. On
the contrary, they have mentioned there is a difference between my first and second letters.

Yes, there seems to be a hint of a threat in your second letter.

What threat? Isn't there a difference between saying 'prepare yourself mentally' and 'get ready
to fight'? If your office says your performance is not good, is that a threat? It means to change
your behaviour, to perform better, and cannot be considered a threat, but sound advice. If
someone mistakes advice for a threat, what can I do! The two are different.

When you say, 'if you don't do this I will kill you, harm you' that is a threat, but we are not
doing it. To consider well-meaning advice as a threat is the wrong approach. Anyways, let it be,
we have no such desire in our minds.

In all fairness, their reply should have been to question why I am asking for the disputed area
instead of the undisputed area. But they never wanted to know! If they had asked me I would
have told them that the two have become one now, both are a problem today. Since the whole
land has now become disputed, where do we start from if not the disputed area so that the non-
disputed area also comes out? This has to be faced, but no one wants to face it.
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So what is the next stage in the negotiations?

Unless they are willing to face all this we will not talk about the next phase.

But what do you expect to see from them?

The news must come out, that they realize we changed our view was that since the disputed
and non-disputed have become one, we broached the disputed land. This has to happen.
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Second, they have announced that no one has the right to give away Allah's land. Even during
the various Muslim empires they have given grants to various temples and Mutts, including
land. Grants were given to the Sringeri Mutt, our [Kanchi] Mutt, to the Srirangam temple and
many others. One of them even built a temple! That proves there's nothing that says Allah's
property cannot be given away.

Apart from what the Wakf Board owns everything else belongs to Allah. If the world is Allah's
property how can they be different with just one piece of land? They have not answered that
properly. They had clarifications of my first letter, but no doubts over the second letter. Why?
So how did they decide Allah's property cannot be given, how did they decide that we are
threatening them? Did I ask anything for myself?

Since I mentioned Kashi and Mathura they should have wanted to know what will happen
later, who will ask, when, how, shall we talk about it now. Instead of that they decide that
Allah's property cannot be given away, so how do they want to solve the problem? The way we
say everything is Bhagwan's they believe Allah's property is all over, fine, but how can they say
they cannot give only that portion? What, they don't buy and sell shops and houses? Whose
property is that, Allah's or theirs?

According to the Quran, the world belongs to Allah, not one bit of land here or there. In
countries like Pakistan mosques have been razed, only recently one was pulled down, but did
you see any protest over it? In Afghanistan and Iraq many were ruined in the war. Such
questions should be debated upon and done with. Instead, they say it is Allah's property and
get stuck on one point: you raised Kashi and Mathura which we don't like.

Above
Jagadguru advises that “A” for “Ayodhya” should be
taught in our schools says Kanchi Acharya
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Finally they say looking at their image, honour, respect, dignity, their consensus, the consensus
of all Indians they will consider [my proposal]. They have taken a minority status, and now
talk about Indian consensus? Let them then give up the minority status
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The counterpoint to what you say is, why can't Hindus show their large heart, the
oft-repeated line that all faiths are equal, by giving away the site to Muslims?
Why are you stuck on it?

Yes, Hindus have a large heart, all faiths are equal. If it were not, such a senior religious leader
like the Shankaracharya will not be talking to them. I have gone to Lucknow to talk to them, no
saint has done that, no Hindu has gone there. Why did I go to Lucknow when they called me?
For peace and communal harmony. Did they show me similar respect? I did not go there to see
their architecture and such stuff.

We were discussing this problem, so I went to an Arabic school there to talk to them, putting
my prestige aside so that something positive may come about. Communal harmony can come
about if both are in agreement. Has Allah told them to fight all the time, don't they have a spirit
of give and take? Where can they go apart from India? We all have to live together right here.
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Don't you agree Muslims harbour a sense of grievance over December 6, 1992,
when the Babri Masjid was pulled down by Hindus?

What has happened has happened. They may feel that way but how long will they grieve over
December 6? Our temples have also been demolished, people killed. In Kashmir many temples
were destroyed, our people are still being killed there. Shouldn't we also harbour similar
feelings? Both sides should forget. In day to day life there will be many grievances, they should
not be nursed.

December 6 cannot last forever. How many people must be upset over Babar's mosque in that
sacred site? You have been grieving for 10 years, many people have grouses going back
hundreds of years. After all he defeated us and built that structure, didn't he? Both sides have
grievances, and both sides should get over them, one can't live that way.
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Archaeological excavations
have been going on at the
Babri Masjid site in Ayodhya,
but indications so far are that
a temple was not pulled down
to build the mosque. Doesn't
it puncture Hindu claims that
Ram's temple was razed to
erect the mosque?

Listen, Lord Ram was born
hundreds, thousands of years ago.
In matters of faith you cannot
consider such stuff as proof. To
give you an example, if your father
died after you were born who is to
say you were born to your mother
and no one else? Because people
around say she is your mother you
believe she is. Or your dad has
gone away, and returns after 10
years. Your mother knows him but
you don't. Yet you believe her when
she tells you he is your father,
don't you? Isn't that faith?

To give you another example, you
believe that you will get paid after
working for 30 days -- isn't that
also faith? Setting out to prove
faith is an impossible task.

Faith is faith, proof is proof. Can

you prove there's god? That is faith. Can we prove Allah exists? That is faith? Can we prove
Ram exists? That is faith. Because we believe in the Quran we believe in Allah; we believe in the
Ramayan, so we believe in Ram. Faith is not to be tested and proved.

My question remains. For long the case was built up that a Ram temple was demolished to
build the mosque. Now it may so happen that it wasn't the case.
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The question is not whether a temple existed there or not. The question is of the
site's sacredness. We have faith that he was born there. What gives us that faith?
We could claim many other sites in Ayodhya, but why are we saying this is the
site?

Exactly. There are other such sites too in Ayodhya.

Where? Nowhere The sites you are talking about are like
'the place where Ram played, Ram's kitchen, the place
where he slept' etc. No other place claims to be

the janambhoomi, our faith is this particular site is
where he was born.

Second, it was the custom to build a mosque on our holy
sites. In that sense they seem to be the cause behind our
faith (laughs). We know that they had built their
mosques on sites important to us. They thus indirectly
contributed to our faith growing.

You had said there are enough mosques in
Ayodhya, so there is no need for another.
Conversely, isn't it true that there are enough
temples in India and there is no need for another
one?

Of course, there are many temples, including in Ayodhya
itself. But is there a temple on the spot where Ram was
born? We say there are many mosques so we don't need
another one. You say there are enough temples so we
don't need another one. But we are not building a temple
for the sake of building it. This is janambhoomi! Show
me another one and we will go there (laughs heartily).

My earlier question remains. Are further talks
possible?

If one can abandon ego, not think of a prestige issue, and
think instead of communal harmony, talks are possible.
Otherwise, no chance.
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Ayodhya - 28th April

In talks with Muslim leaders Kanchi
Acharya said that Ayodhya should be an
abode for Ram-Rahim harmony

In this press note His Holiness appeals for peace
& harmony among all citizens of Ayodhya. His
Holiness also says that though VHP is
spearheading the Ram Temple movement only
Ramajanmabhoomi Trust can build a temple. His
Holiness further advises that people should learn
to forget and forgive past incidents as it is the
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Will there ever be a solution to the
Ayodhya problem?

If it is solved, the country can prosper.
Otherwise everyone will die. There will be
violence, war, many people will be killed.
It will be the poor who will suffer. The
ones with brains will get away.

What is your impression

of AIMPLB President Maulana
Rabey Hasan Nadvi, with who you
have been interacting?

You won't find another good human
being like him. He is very spiritual
(satvik) in nature. He is the nephew of Ali
Miyan [Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Hasani
Nadyvi, a respected Muslim leader and
rector of the Nadwatul Ulama], who had
come here twice and thrice when
Periyavar [the late Kanchi Parmacharya
Chandrasekharendra Saraswati] was
around. Nadvi is just like his uncle, and
possesses all the qualities essential for

a tapaswi. The others around him are
different, poor fellow, what can he do by
himself!

There are many people like him among
Muslims, they must come together and
overcome the negative forces. Such
people are not there among Muslims
alone. They need to be overcome. The
good people must stand up and do it, for
the sake of communal harmony, nation,
unity, for the good of everyone.

There is no point being adamant on a
point and calibrating your replies on that
basis. If you want to, then better to do it
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face to face. Let's talk about it, and not through
the media.

But Why have you been communicating
through letters, why not face to face?

They asked for a letter, we gave it. They said we
need to place it before their committee, so we
gave them the first letter. They had clarifications,
we gave explanations. If they didn't ask why
would we give? We had been talking all along.
They could have formed a subcommittee, decided
on a face to face, done that, and then asked for a
letter. They could have done that also, but did
not. Or, they could have said on receiving the
second letter that some points have been raised,
let us seek clarifications, talk face to face. If their
intention was above board they would have done
that.

What about reports that the next round of negotiations have begun?

The effort is always
underway. My
doors are always
open. Just as their
doors are open.
Someone has to do
the talking.

Out of the five
Sankara Matts
(the other four
being in
Badrinath,
Dwarka, Puri
and Sringeri),
you have taken
the lead in trying
to solve the
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problem. Are the other four Shankaracharyas with you in your initiative?

No one has opposed it. No one has any objection. No one is concerned so long as something
good comes out, doesn't matter whether it is a Shankaracharya or anyone else doing it. I am
not doing it to hog the credit; if I did, the

other Mutts could get upset. National

integration, communal harmony, the

country's well-being, and a Ram temple

comes up, where is my name in it? If I had

the ego to take credit for it, others could get

angry and oppose me but that's not my

intention at all. If everything goes well

Ayodhya will benefit, the nation will

benefit! How will I benefit personally? I

will still be sitting here in Kanchipuram. I

am merely doing my duty, so there is no

way for anyone to become angry at me.

Except, of course, the politician (laughs).

There is also doubt over the status of
the Kanchi Mutt itself. Adi Sankara,
goes one belief, founded only four
Mutts, and the Kanchi Mutt is self-
proclaimed.

Those who say so will say so. It is like the

dog barking at the sun, does the sun care?

If a cloud blocks the sun, has the sun

disappeared? Similarly, such statements

won't rob the Kanchi Mutt of anything. I

know who is spreading such talk, he had in

fact been a friend of mine once, he had then

given in writing that Kanchi was also a Sankara Mutt (laughs). We still have that letter. Today
there is not a squeak out of him, there is no publicity for him, the world today knows only one
Shankaracharya, he is unable to handle this obscurity and gives vent to his feelings to the
press. That's all.
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But hasn't the issue been politicized?

We are involved just so that it won't be politicized, to keep the politicians out. I have said they
should not be involved, even [ Prime Minister A B] Vajpayee has said it. Many people have the
same opinion, but still politicians make hay. The latest is [former prime minister] Chandra
Shekhar and [former minister] Ram Vilas Paswan have said I should not be involved.

In fact, when Chandra Shekhar was prime minister he had brought a delegation that included
Ali Miyan here for discussions, the Periyavar [the late senior Shankaracharya
Chandrasekharendra Saraswati] was alive then, and I was also around. In this town, in this
Mutt! He was the man who started the whole thing. But today he suddenly finds me political.
Then he needed the Shankaracharya, today when he is out of power he has no need!

Does such criticism hurt you? The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, for instance, said you,
a Saivite guru, was interfering in the Ram temple issue.

If I get hurt I can't be a Swamigal. Don't they know Ram was a Shiv-bhakt? He worshipped
Shiva in Rameswaram after slaying Ravan, to remove the curse. They don't know this, and are
saying these things.

Let me go a step ahead. Many of those on the Ram Janambhoomi Nyas are from Ayodhya.
There are members of the Ramnandiya group on the Trust, who are the only ones authorized to
do Ram-puja. But they won't look at either Krishna or Narayan, aspects of the same god, such
severe Vaishnavites they are. With such people on board how have they asked for Kashi and
Mathura? I am asking this for argument's sake, of course. These people talk without knowing
the facts well.

Left
Sri Murali Manohar Joshi lauds the

efforts of Kanchi Shankaracharya.
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How does the prime minister look at the breakdown in talks, would you know? Is

he upset?

He is not involved in this. He has kept himself aloof. If it moves forward, he helps. If it doesn't,

he lets go. That's all.

Is he in touch with you through representatives?

That's not the case. No one has come here so far. [Finance Minister] Jaswant Singh came here
recently, but his appointment was made a month ago. [Defence Minister] George Fernandes
has been coming here for years, since Chandra Shekhar's time. At that he came about the
Janambhoomi, this time it was a general visit but we briefed him.

Are you in touch at all with the government?

We don't need it. We are spiritual, religious leaders, why do we need to be in touch with the

government?

There is this perception that you are trying to solve this issue ahead of the
election so that the Bharatiya Janata Party can go to the people with a favourable
report card. Are you playing the BJP's game?
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Did they win the last election on
my say-so? Was I responsible for
them winning so many seats in
the last election? If I was, I am
happy. I had not said a word
about the BJP before the last
election nor am I going to say
anything this time. How does it
matter to me which party wins
the election? I am not doing
anything for the sake of any
political party. I am doing out of
a heart-felt need.

Ram's abhimaan is important to
me, not the BJP or any political
party. It doesn't matter to us
who forms the government, who
becomes PM.



Is it true you won't be too pleased if the BJP were to lose the election and the
Congress party wins?

This is a very, very wrong thing to say. Let me say it again: It doesn't matter whether the BJP
or the Congress wins. We have no need for the government. We have been with the Congress
since the days of Indira Gandhi. She has come here so many times, as have Rajiv Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi. How many Congressmen have come here! We are not going to get anything new.
Why only Congressmen, even other partymen come here. The Samata Party also comes here.
We are apart from parties, we have no connection with them. So we are not concerned whether
the BJP or Congress wins elections.
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It sounds like you support the Vishwa Hindu Parishad's demand for making India
a Hindu Rashtra.

It is their demand, it is a democracy. If they can do it, let them do it. I have no views on it. Like
someone says there is no god, they say make India a Hindu Rashtra.

You have completed 50 years of your initiation as Shankaracharya. Looking back,
do you have a sense of something not accomplished?

There is nothing like that. I have been doing my duty, for the rest it is up to god. There is no
sense of having done, not having done, having left anything incomplete.
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Above
Jagadguru Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Svami talks to muslim leaders at

the Coimbatore R.A. Puram Kamakshi Amman Temple on 21/3/2002
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Facing page
My efforts towards Ayodhya issue are over - Kanchi Acharya

His Holiness says: “I have read news reports that Muslim Board has rejected my mediation
talks. I also received information that they are willing to talk with me. My doors are always
open for talks. Somebody has obtained a stay which stalled the mediation efforts and now
court will decide as to where temple is to be constructed. We proposed an offer to construct
temple in undisputed site and to ensure peace in disputed area, we assured them that a wall
will be built. Once we do this, we could have indicated to the court to decide on disputed site.
This will foster brotherhood among the communities was indicated in the letter.

We also answered query about Garbhagruham. It would be best if Muslim community came
forward and donated the and for construction of Ram Mandir. There are more than 20
mosques in Ayodhya. Why need for one more, which was a sign of victory of an emperor.
Several such structures were changed during British rule. We definitely feel for that. Rama is
now in a thatched shed at the razed area.

Unity should grow and there should be a sense of sacrifice for greater good. Stubborness and
Prestige will not enable to resolve issues. Crores of people believe that the razed down area is
the Rama Janma Bhomi. Such occasions rarely occur. We should not miss them. It should be
turned as an opportunity for Hindu- Muslim Unity & Brotherhood. Otherwise situation may
turn bad in the country. If one side does not give up, we do not know what will happen. We
are here to unite people by this Rama Janma Bhoomi issue. We are working in a calm way to
achieve this. My efforts are complete. We will on our own will not take up this issue anymore.
It they need my counsel my doors are always open.
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Right

/Sanctum sanctorum based |
on SC verdict;: Kanchi seer

Express News Service

Salem, Feb. 10: Even if the
construction of the Ram
Mandir at Ayodhya starts
at the ‘undisputed’ site, the
decision on positioning of
the Karapagraha will be
taken with due respect to
the verdict of the apex
court, according to Sri Jaye-
ndra Saraswathi Swamigal
of  Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam.

Talking to reporters dur-
ing, his one-day impromptu
visit to the Sankara Mutt
here today, the seer.said
the court verdict on the dis-
puted site would have to be

respected. Construction of
the Ram Mandir would
start as per the plan and
more so the positioning of
Karpagraha be made based
on the court verdict.

However, there would be

no let up in claiming the dis-
puted place till the last mo-
ment, the seer said and ad-
ded, “We are also mentally
prepared to accept the
court’s verdict which ever
way it is made out”.

The ‘undisputed’ land
should be handed over to
the Ramjanma Bhoomi
Nivas unconditionally. But
as far as the disputed site is
concerned the court verdict

has to be respected, he said.

He said the temple const-
ruction work, which is be-
ing coordinated by the Ram-
janma Bhoomi Nivas Trust,
would be finished within
three months.

The Sang Parivar’s role is
confined to raising funds
for the cause. The disputed
site would be handed over
only to the trust, the seer
said.

Jayendra Saraswathi
Swamigal was accompan-
ied by Vijayendra Saraswa-
thi Swamigal. The seers
were welcomed by Sundar-
ajan of Sankara Mutt,
Salem.

i Carald L Hums

Court will decide about Construction of
Ram Temple—Kanchi Acharya.

Bangalore, March 17:—His Holiness while
attending a Kumbhabhishekam event at
Bangalore was asked about the status of Ram
Mandir issue by reporters. Replying to the
question His Holiness said, “Courts should
decide on the Ayodhya issue. Political leaders
should first keep off from this issue. Only
then we will see solution. Hindu-Muslim
Unity can be ensured only by religious
leaders. The issue should be left to Hindu-
Muslim leaders. This will strengthen unity.
My efforts to amicably resolve the issue is
complete. Others should continue their
efforts. Presentlly everything is going on well.
The work which is going on now is
satisfactory. We do not believe that VHP-
Bajang Dal organizations are fundamentalist.
They follow Hindu Dharma. They are trying
to spread Hindu Dharma. Thats all.
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Above

No need for importance to those who talk
about pseudo secularism- Kanchi Acharya Sri
Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamyji.

His Holiness in an interview talks about
Spiritual Education for Children, Developing
temples like Tirupati, Mitigating differences
between Hindu-Muslim Organizations, Need
for Laws based on Hindu Dharma, says
violence is always an inappropriate path &
nobody has the right to convert others.
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The Kanchi R Cipidioné = o
Shankaracharya's i =00
proposal raisesfresh

hopes, unnervesthe VHP

By Debashish Mukerji July 06, 2003 15:41 IST
This story wasfirst published in THE WEEK issue ¢ A o
dated July 6, 2003 o S O ek
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Never before in the 18-year history of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement has a final resolution to
the problem appeared so imminent.
Sankaracharya Jayendra Saraswati of Kanchi, key
negotiator in the proposed settlement, is bursting
with optimism. The government is in a tizzy, with
senior ministers constantly in touch with the seer
over the telephone. Defence Minister George
Fernandes and Finance Minister Jaswant Singh ESSE S e .
even flew down to Kanchipuram on June 22 to Z”;ztf?f?ﬁ:E’Ezﬁgmﬁﬁé"ﬁﬁi g@?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ
confer with him. "The Sankaracharya is making a —

sincere bid to end this controversy once and for all,

and it is the duty of all right thinking people to
support him," said BJP general secretary Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi. harmony

Kanchi Acharyas addressing All
Religious Meet to promote peace &

The Sankaracharya is confident of a breakthrough
by July 6, the day on which the 51-member
working committee of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board meets in Lucknow to consider
his proposals for solving the problem. Has a
golden compromise, never thought of in all these
years, been found? Will the Sankaracharya formula
find at least partial acceptance?

Neither the Sankaracharya nor the chairman of the :
board, Maulana Rabe Hasan Nadwi, have revealed %
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what the proposals are. A two-page letter on the Sankaracharya's letterhead reached Nadwi in
Lucknow on June 21, but neither sender nor recipient is willing to say a word till July 6

But informed leaks hint that the key suggestion is that the Muslim community—specifically the
Central Sunni Waqf Board, which is contesting the original Ayodhya title suit—give up its claim
to the exact spot on which the Babri Masjid had stood before it was demolished in December
1992, in lieu of which the Hindus will forsake forever their demand for disputed religious sites
at Kashi and Mathura. To sweeten the pill further, the proposals reportedly maintain that the
Central government will not only provide land to rebuild the Babri Masjid, but also pay for the
construction—but obviously its location will be some distance away from the original site.

Will the board even consider this? Right from the start of the movement it was the site on
which the Babri Masjid had stood that was the bone of contention. No Muslim ever objected to
the building of a grand Ram temple at Ayodhya: it was the slogan, mandir wohin banayenge,
which brought him up short. If the site had not been crucial to Muslim sentiments, wouldn't
the issue have been resolved long ago? "The Babri Masjid site was never negotiable and still
isn't," said Kasim Rasul Ilyas, convenor of the board. "I have not seen the proposals myself yet,
but if they involve rebuilding the masjid at a different site, we cannot even consider them."

The concessions on Mathura and Kashi cut no ice with Ilyas. He pointed to the Religious Places
Act, passed more than a decade ago, which decrees that at all shrines, barring the Ram
Janmabhoomi, the status quo which existed at Independence would be maintained. "We don't
recognise any controversy over the Gyanvapi mosque at Kashi, or the Idgah mosque at

Ayodhya issue can be settled by dialogue - Kanchi Shankaracharya expresses confidence

In a function at Coimbatore His Holiness pitches for unity among all religions and presses for
services organizations like rotary etc that will promote Seva & brotherhood among one & all.
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Mathura," Ilyas said. "The law provides that they
will remain as they are. Any agitation the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) ever mounts against
these two shrines, will be completely illegal."
Muslim leaders were equally dismissive of the
reported government offer to pay for the
construction of a new masjid.

The Kanchi Sankaracharya first made an
attempt to broker a settlement on Ayodhya in
March last year, when the VHP was insistent on
starting construction of the Ram temple in the
area adjacent to the disputed spot. It was a more
modest effort, as he sought to persuade the
board to allow the VHP to begin construction.
The board turned down this plea; the Supreme
Court too subsequently upheld the board's
position. Is it feasible that the board will now
surrender the disputed area?

Ilyas expected the negotiations to resume from
the point where they were broken off last year.
"At that time we were told that the VHP would
wait for the judicial verdict," he said. "We were
told that the VHP was even willing to shift to
another site, if the court ruled against it. We
expect the Sankaracharya to stand by that."
Muslim leaders said there had been no major
development since then to prod them into
radically alter their position.

Statements by other board members have been
different. In Lucknow, Maulana Sajjad Nomani,
considered close to the board chairman,
sounded much more conciliatory. "The Board
has always been willing to consider an
honourable proposal, and this one fits the bill,"
he said soon after receiving the letter. How did
he feel about giving up the coveted, controversial
Babri Masjid site? "The exact location of the two
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structures, the temple and the mosque, can be worked out after creating the right atmosphere,"
he said. "We will discuss the proposal with an open mind.”

When the Sankaracharya revealed on June 8 that he had resumed discussions on Ayodhya with
Muslim leaders, a host of them, led by Syed Shahabuddin and Ilyas, contradicted him. "It is
unfortunate that the Sankaracharya is making such a baseless claim," Ilyas then stated. As it
later emerged, the Sankaracharya had met the board chairman in Lucknow, of which these
leaders were unaware.

Later, of course, a fig leaf of an explanation was provided to say that the Sankaracharya met the
ageing cleric only to enquire about his health! Are different Muslim leaders then pulling in
different directions, with some keen to put Ayodhya behind them, and others determined not
to yield an inch? Why has the Sankaracharya claimed that Muslim leaders were willing to hand
over the disputed site to religious heads, but not to organisations politically inclined—a clear
barb at the VHP?

The July 6 meeting of the board promises to be tempestuous. Will the hawks carry the day or
the doves? "Why should we reject the formula outright?" asked Ilyas. "Maybe we will suggest
modifications."

Muslim opinion may be divided over the Sankaracharya's formula, but Hindu hardline opinion
definitely is not. The VHP is furious at the likelihood of the Sankaracharya stealing its thunder.
"After conducting an agitation for 18 years we certainly do not want anyone else muscling in,"
said senior VHP leader Champak Rai. From June 9, a day after the Sankaracharya revealed he
had been making efforts to resolve Ayodhya, the VHP diatribe against him—and the
government for encouraging him—has been unceasing. VHP President Ashok Singhal
compared the Sankaracharya's suggestions to "serving halwa in a commode". "All kinds of
secret deals are being made," he charged, "but Hindu society will not tolerate any compromise
with its interests."

Pure panic appeared to overtake the VHP as Singhal and Pravin Togadia rushed to RSS
supremo K. Sudarshan to complain; Singhal flew down to Kanchipuram to warn the
Sankaracharya against interfering; a bunch of pro-VHP sadhus passed a resolution in Ayodhya
urging the Sankaracharya to abandon his efforts; a national executive was convened in Raipur
on June 26 to find ways to meet the challenge. Fortunately for the VHP, the RSS lent it
complete support. "No solution to Ayodhya is possible without the involvement of the VHP,"
declared RSS spokesman Ram Madhav. "The VHP's views must be accommodated."

What are these views? No compromise of any kind. Neither will the claims on the Kashi and
Mathura mosques be given up, nor will any masjid be allowed to be constructed anywhere in
the vicinity of the Ram temple, even if the Muslims are prepared to give up their claim on the
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disputed site. "Ayodhya is a Hindu holy town. Why should a mosque be allowed to come up
there? There are too many mosques in Ayodhya as it is," declared Rai. On both issues the RSS

has thrown its weight behind the VHP.

The VHP has even laised the spectre of the Sankaracharya—with complete government backing
-making other concessions to Muslims. "There is talk of allowing namaz in about 1,000 ASI
controlled heritage mosques," noted Ram Madhav. "The RSS does not think it is feasible at all."
There has even been wild speculation that the government is considering job reservations for
Muslims in return for the disputed site! In fact, neither of them figure in the Sankaracharya's

proposals.
Convincing its fellow parivar members, of the efficacy of the Sankaracharya's formula will be

even more difficult for the BJP than eliciting Muslim support. Ayodhya has always been a
tough nut to crack. It has not softened with age.
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Ayodhya issue can be settled by dailogue- Kanchi Acharya says at Kumbakonam during
Mahamagham festival. His Holiness speaks about need for Moral Education for both rural &
urban population and the inculcation of good habits among citizens. His Holiness then talks
about resistance among some people to amicably solve the Ayodhya issue but expresses
confidence that it can still be resolved through dialogue.
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Kamakshi temple & Ramayana

Scenes from the Ramayana at the Vasantha
Mandapa of the Amba Kamakshi devasthanam at
Kanchipuram

The Vasantha Mandapam where large yagas are conducted in the
temple is full of exquisite sculptures from the Ramayana.




Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama
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Time is short, His visionary “to-do” list for humanity,
endless. When his feet could not carry him fast
anymore, he chose other means of transportation.
Through the many trusts he has created, funds are
available for the diverse Sat-Karyams that the Matha
undertakes. Perceiving that children are getting
removed from tradition and good values by going to
other institutions, He set up and runs many Shankara
and Oriental schools. Moved by the plight of the
needy, His overflowing compassion translated into
Hindu Mission Hospitals. The world’s best eye-care
facilities that offer free care for the poor are the
Shankara Eye Hospitals in Assam and now, Odisha.
He erected Yatri shelters, annadanam facilities, and
homes for the abandoned elderly. He inspired and
oversees the renovation and resumption of prayer in
old temples with an enthusiastic volunteer force that
comprises of young families. He has performed
numerous Kumbhabhishekams for many of the very

large and ancient temples and lavished Deities with Above

gold ornaments, and diamond studded kavachams. Jagadguru installs a vigraha of Adi
He has acquired the residences of the musical Trinity =~ Shankara Bhagavadpadacharya at
in Thiruvarurand other such culturally important Manasarovar and performs the
sites and ensured that they are maintained to Vyasa pooja there. He is the only
posterity. He erected the Keerthi Sthamba in Kaladi Shankaracharya after Adi Shankara
and built several marvellous shrines all over India to have gone to Kailash and

that would remind people of their Dharma. Manasarovar

Knowing that the Vedic way is the only path for Peace

and prosperity, Jagadguru has conducted an unprecedented number of Homas, yaagas, Ishti
and Vedic chanting with Agnihotris and Ganapadis in cities, troubled areas like Srinagar and
remote border areas. He is integrating the Vedic way with our daily lives and until we all
learn to embrace this message, His work was never done.

In His words, “I never give up anything related to serving needy and right kind of people. If
you want to do something important, you have to remove all obstacles in the way. My Guru
has prepared me to face any situation; therefore, there is no question of any difficult
situation. In your hustle bustle of achieving what you want, keep a moment for thinking and
pondering over ‘Satya (Truth)’ and Dharma.
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Contributions from the Sri Matham
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About the Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam

Sri Adi Sankara was born at Kaladi on the fifth day of the bright fortnight of the Vaisaka
month of the cyclic year Nandana in cyclic year Nandana - Kali 2593 corresponding to 509
B.C.E

The Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham was established by Sr1 Adi Sankara in the year 482 B.C.E
and has the distinction of an unbroken line of 70 Acharyas. Sankaracharya established the
Sarvajnapeetha - the Throne of Omniscience at Kanchi.

Adi Sankaracharya placed four of the five sphatika lingas received from Ishwara at Kailas at
different sthalas and kept the Yoga Linga for his own personal worship and that of his
successors at Kanchi. This is the exalted Shree Chandramouleeshwara who is venerated by
tri-kaala Pooja to this day.

Adi Sankara Bhagavapadacharya retired to Kanchi, the Southern Mokshapuri, towards the
end of his earthly career and shook off his mortal coils in that sacred city. His first successor
was Pujyashree Sureshwaracharya.

The 68th Pontiff was Maha Periava, Pujyashree Chandrashekarendra Sarasvati
Shankaracharya Svami

The 69th Pontiff was Shree Periava, Pujyashree Jayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Swami

Jagadguru Pujyashree Shankara Vijayendra Sarasvati Shankaracharya Swami follows in His
Guru’s path.
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