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INTRODUCTION

SRI AMARANATHA MAHATMYAM is a rare find of Sri
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham. This work describes inter
alia the various kshetras and tirthas to be worshipped
en route to the celebrated Amaranath Lingam as part of
the holy Yatra. Stories bringing out the significant
association of these sacred spots with Siva, Sivaganas,
Devi, Ganapathi and Vishnu are recounted in a gripping
manner. Stotras in praise of Siva, Devi, Ganapathi and
Vishnu, occurring in the narrative are beautiful. The

book concludes by saying:

A By performing yatr a I n

Amaranatha, one attains Mukti without (tough efforts
like) control of sense organs. After enjoying happiness
in this world, he attains to Sayujyam (merger with Siva)

at the end. 0
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SRI AMARANATHA MAHATMYAM -
HIGHLIGHTS

This interesting Mahatmyam occurs iBhringisa
Samhita. Bhringisa is a rarely heard name of Siva.
Bhringi was a Maharishi, who was such a great devotee
of Siva that he did not wish to worship Parvathi even
along with Siva! When Siva and Parvathi were seated
together in Kailasa, the Maharishi took the form of a
bhringi (bee) not wishing to go round Parvathi, and
pierced his way through the gap between them. Parvathi
cursed him to lose all the sap of his body; he was
reduced to mere bones. When Bhringi realized the truth
that Siva and Sakti are indeed one and inseparable, he
apologized. He was then granted a third leg so that he
could manage to walk.

Amar anatha Mahatmyam occur s I n
Upatirtha Siatog of ditthastn thecsouth

side of the Himalayas. At the very outset it is made clear

that Yatra (pilgrimage) and not mere Darshan is very

important; even now the popular name for having

dar shan of Amar anat ha I S Amar an.
entire accounf the Yatra is covered as teaching of

Bhairava (Siva) toBhairavi (Parvathi). Kala Bhairava,

who is an aspect of Siva, celebrated specially in Kashi, is

associated with the last moments of life of a person
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departing from earth. If the person dies in Kash
Bhairava punishes him for the accumulated sins he has
committed in all his previous births. This happens prior
to Siva granting him Moksha by chanting the Taraka
mantra of Ramads name in his righ
of Bhairava results in intense exgrce of pain over a
short period of time; this is the misery the Jiva would
otherwise have experienced in many future births.
Amaranatha, says the Mahatmyam, grants Moksha on
completion of the arduous journey after having darshan
at 16 kshetras and sacreath in 23 Tirthas en route. It is
but appropriate that this revelation is made by Bhairava.

When Siva refers tdAmaranatha Linga for the first

t i me, he <calls it as oOSvadhaling
blessings of Pitrus are attained through Darshan of the

Linga. v ®EB o H 6 PBEy 0% X

ss pphpgexy nAelH. 3PP OSvadha Devi (
Agni 6s consort, who gives him po
(offerings made to Pitrus) to Pitrus. It is of course

stressed that Darshan, touch,jdP@and prostration to

Amaranatha destroys all sins.

o x b by vy wEh p X
by nes pardp pmp n ! H1LAR P =
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The Yatra procedure enunciated by Siva envisages a
total of 23 baths (Snanam), six in Vitasta river and
seventeen in Ganga and other Tirthas.

3 BB pEPYB Bt tn

h ot yvs yigwoghdp o
Pl popivsrma i x ufy(224, 25) Vitasta
I's one of the seven rivers celebr
Rigveda. Vitasta is a tributary of Sindhu riverhe
following celebrated prayer tihe seven rivers occurs in
the Nadi Stuti Sukta in Ashtaka 8 of Rig Veda.

crAT PRUFNpEp & W 3pu
bsih A pPHBGEenN s pUYGLVHIdEERDY

One, who performs Yatra in the manner described and
has darshan of Amaranatha, attains to Siva Sayujya
(merger with Siva).

N B9 x FEY Dy P nor sy =Rt B X

thpuoeg pttivpp g v g gep (1026)A X

The Linga is described here as OR
of water. One can recall the description in Gajaranya
(Tiruvanaikkaval) Mahatmyam of how Akhilandeswari

prepareda Lingam of water (Jambukeswara) with her

own hands and worshipped. Sloka 1.26 describes
Sivasayujya as a state where the
done) and Oakritad(acts not done)
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conduct apply to normal human behaviour. In the state
where senses and mind have been conquered and Gnana
has dawned, the person rises above the dualities of life.
For him, there are no acts to be done and no acts to be
not done. A common prayer to Siva is as under:

p tgp pagptedg 'Y DIHS KR B mRpL =
UDO BHPRKK VR F X §HBP=

il et dome acts that should be done; | have done
acts that ought not to be done, as if they should be done.
Your name O0Sivaobd of t wo | etters

prostrations to Siva.o

The account of Amaranatha Mahatmyam as available
now is probably not complete. Hence descriptions of
many of the kshetras en route to the Amaranatha cave
are not covered in this account, though the names of all
the kshetras and Tirthas are listed in chafitas given
below.

1. Sivaparam, Ganga
2. Padmapura, Mahanaga Tirtha, worship Haridra
Ganapati
Balihara, Sthalatirtha
4. Hastikarna, Saraswathi Asrama Tirtha, Chakresa
Tirtha, Devaka Tirtha, Harischandra Tirtha
5. Sthalavata, Mta Tirtha
6. Surya Guhavatanb,ambodari Tirtha
8
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7. Suryasrama, Surya Ganga

8. Kara, Sthalatirtha, worship Ganapati

9. Hayasirashasrama, Asvataranaga Tirtha

10. Buddhorasi, Ganga

11 Saralaka, Sthalatirtha

12 Khilyapanam, Narayana Tirthevorship Vishnu

13.Mamalakam, Mamesa Tirtha, worship Ganapati
andMamaleswara Linga

14 Bhrigupati, Nilaganga

15.Sthanvasrama, Panchatarangini

16.Garbhagara, Amaravathi

Khilyay anam

Once Balakhilya Rishis did hard penance for a thousand
years, standing on tip of the thumb of one foot.
Balakhilyas are said to be 60000 in number; they are the
sons of Brahma. They are always in front of the chariot
of Surya and giving Argyam in order toard off the
attack by Asuras called Mandehas on Surya. This is an
emergency provision made by Bhagavan when Dvijas on
earth do not perform Sandhyavandanam and offer Argya
in time! The sloka (2.6) says that the power of
Bal akhilyas stemmed, fradmi theéer of
peaces g v d puy b i wELETHES is
what distinguishes Rishis from Asuras, who also perform
9



I ntense Tapas, but wh o ar e over
restlessness, Rajoguna. When Vishnu gives darshan to
the Rishis, they prosited in bliss and burst into poetry.

A sl oka says: A take refuge 1in
Deva of Devas, who is Hiranyagarbha and is also
Hi ranyabahuo. Hi ranyagarbha is B

the universe from golden egg. Hiranyabahu is Siva, who
Is thus paised in Sri Rudram, meaning one with golden
arm. The Rishis thus saw the Trinity in Vishnu. In

another verse,

Mops s8> ngobghpl®s Vv & pn
o " Bt £ 3 gtrotoghlp fpbr f (R.12)
t he Ri sWith gour$®ayg, youspread the web of
attachment, hate etc. and, seethgt the mind, like a
bird, is ensnared and caught by the sharks (Indriyas),
we perceive the Supreme Trédate and take refuge in
youoBhagavands Mayadsi,dffgstai d t o be
to cross. Vishnu looked at his feet, and Ganga emerged.
Il n this Khiydyanambg @fl s@ call ed Nar a
kshetra, Vishnu gives darshan always, and Ganga is the
Tirtha, also called Narayana Tirtha or Balakhilya Tirtha.
All sins are destroyedith bath in the Tirtha and darshan
of Vishnu here; the Purana enumerates great sins in this
context.

10



Mamaleswaram

Amaranatha Mahatmyam recounts some unusual and

interesting events. Siva once was resting on the peak of

Khelanaka hill. He asked Ganapttistand guard at the

entry at the bottom of the hill and asked him not to allow

anyone inside. Devas arrived. Siva said to them in a loud

voice not to come. Ganapati appeared with an axe and

shouted to Devas not to proceed. The interesting thing is

that he moment they heard the voice of Ganapati, Devas

became immersed in the ocean of Sachidananda. That

vill age became O6Mamal akamo, after
and O0Al amé (enough) spoken by Gar
known as Mamal nowadays). Siva asked Ganajoati

take his residence there and remove the obstacles of

devotees. Two special days are recommended for getting

the blessing of Ganapati here: Vaisakha Sukla

Chturdashi, Vinayaka Chaturthi. One should also have

bath i n Mamesa TiMamdleanaraand dar s ha
Lingab near by.

Lambodari River

Ganapati wasonce standing guard at the entrance of
Kailasa; he had been told not to let anyone in. Indra
came along with Devas and was duly stopped. Indra

became furious and raised his hand holding Vajrayudha
11



inordert o stri ke Ganapati. Wi th a mer

Ganapat. par al y Readerswillnlokr a 6 s ar m.
reminded of how Devi annihilated Dhumralochana by
merely uttering 6Humé, as recount

A penitent Indra prostrated and praised Ganapat in

beautiful Stotra as one without beginning, middle and

end, cause of al | causes, form o
Brahman, Sivaand one who cannot be comprehended

by Vedas In a verse, Indra says very nicely that
Ganapatidestroys hordes of obstacles bgtjwavinghis

hand again and again.

Ganapat.i was pl eased; he bl essed
arm. Indra prostrated t@ Mant r aviasaheakao

Purana describes. s v batpniifpy dspgx B3 pt A X

4.23 Ganapati is of the form of Omkara, the
fundamentaland the most significant mantra. Skanda

Purana describes how Ganapati emerged from the

Omkara image at the middle of images of seven crores of
Mahamantras in Chitra Mandapa in Kailasa, when Siva

and Parvathi looked at that central Omkara image. The

Stotra of Ganapati rendered by Indra is named as
0OKrodhasamharakad Stotr a, Stotra

the Purana. [ o ot em 8§ R Hp ns 4244
Recital of this Stotra will remove obstacles.
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Ganapati then became very hungry and ate a lbua$
and drank water from the Ganga, drying up the river in

t he process! He beclelied. 6 Lamboda
When Siva saw Ganga had dried up, he struck at
Ganapati o0s bel |y wi t h hi s Dama

Ganapati threw out the Ganga waters from his tmou

That river ¢ antambbodariobe Blan t'wrmanals o
Danam (ceremonial gift) in the river destroy all sins and

bestow Siva Sayujyam. The Purana mentions specifically

Danam of cow, land, gold and clothes.

bt FppNB @ Ehio ¥x o hp X N

Ploow®pY nyx f[p dsnd43plumay be

noted that the four I tems mentio
Danamdé recommended in Sastras: CO
gold, ghee, clothes, foodgrains, jaggesyi | avrneska | t .

b8t F P P WGy
FYUSBY R opy uPpBO g Y=

Bhrigutirtha and Nilaganga

Maharishi Bhrigu once did penance, described as
impossible even for Devas, for a thousand divine years
in Parisilavana. Vishnu gave darshan; Bhrigu prostrated
and chanted stotra. Vishnu raised him, embraced him

13



and shed tears of joy. His sweat flowed&sigutirtha .

Bath in Bhrigutirtha destroys sins like even killing of
brahmana (one of the five heinous sins). Danam of
copper vessel or leaving it in the flow of the Tirtha is
meritorious. Sraaddham in this sacred tirtha satisfies
Pitrus for a hundred Kalga(one kalpa is a day of
Brahma, which equals 1000 chaturyugas). As per another
Purana, when Kashmir was inundated, Rishi Kasyapa
drained the flood waters through many rivers and
channels. Bhrigu came at that time and had darshan of
Amaranatha.

Siva and Pavathi were once engaged in a light hearted
banter; Parvathi became teary eyed. On seeing that,
Sivads face assumed a blue bl ack
shocked; she showed him a clear mirror. The import is
that a clear mirrglike heart will only enable usthave
darshan of Siva. Impurities like Kama (desire), krodha
(anger) etc. rob us of the vision of Siva in the heart. A
surprised Siva wiped his face with his tresses and
washed with Ganga waters. Ganga became blue black.
This isNilaganga, bath in which dstroys all sins. Bath
with the soil from Nilaganaga leads one to Brahmaloka.
Listening to this story is by itself remover of sins,
specially for women. It will clear the impurities of mind,
speech and action.

14



Sthanvasrama Pesha

After the departure of Dakayani, Siva was in severe
penance in Samadhi for a thousand divine years in the
Himalayas. Gowri, who had incarnated as the daughter
of Parvataraja, came to serve him. As Siva was like
Sthanu, unmoving pillar, the place was known as
Sthanvasrama. Bath in the Tirtha here bestows Siva
Sayujya and Sraaddha satisfies Pitrus for a hundred
Kalpas. Danam of silk and gold is recommended. The
Purana specifically states thafandhyavandanam
performed in Sthanvasrama is a croreof times more
meritori ous sthbhnenSastran say tha 0
Sandhyavandanam performed on river bank is twice as
meritorious as in home; in Gosala, ten times; in
Agnisala, a hundred times; Siddha kshetra, Tirtha,
Devata Sannidhi, a crore of times.

Devas once came to Sthanvasrama for darshaiva.

Rakshasas also came at that time and started fighting

with Devas in order to move ahead on the hill for

darshan. The enraged Devas pulverized and threw away

the Rakshasas; as they pulverized
pl ace came t Pehdbe Wmowmaas o6 Pesh
hill bestows the fruit of bath in many sacred tirthas. Mere

climb of the Pesha hill yields lofty fruit. Climb should

start after prostration to the hillThe Mahatmyam

15



interestingly says that one should keep chanbirfg r | Sri
SriSi t i k awhilehclarbiag&he hill.

g [bdrvOpRg®B2pF 29 mfEydop pfosp

829 ABH fp =

h b propte gt Ry diNRF REXKY S p

p = @b 2625, 26 The name of Siva chosen in

this context is a rare one. Sitikantha is a name which
occurs in Sri Rudramy R iap u*p v REgUY D

brH dbpypf bs krpapspst ¢ i Tehpe name

Il nNnteresting-hgclimednmoe omhd hedn e .

Hav i s it possible for one to hav
Two explanations Garlel wd feagleadur O e
neck is smeared with Vibhut.i and
hence the description of both <col
consuming Hal ahhal me spuditseadn , i nwhhb Icu
coloured neck is an event, before
neck was always white; t hus the
di fferfema mes meBut I feel the true
| Suddha sphégtilka&kesgukesarystal;
case shecol ourl ess. He shows us hi
di fferences of col our, guality et
state of Advaita, one without a s

Susrama Nagaraja Mahagonasa Mahima

16



Devas once performed Puja in the Sannidhi of
Chamareswara in the Himalayas and were engaged in

austerities. A Rakshasa attacked them in the form of

wind; he was very powerful and pushed all of them to

the ground. Devas prayed to Siva for succour. They

praised him in their Stotra as mother, father, relative, and

refuge for those with no refuge. Siva gave them darshan

and said, AnAs | have nourished t
not be proper for me to kill them. Hence you approach

Vishnu in the Ocean of Milk. Degawent to the Milk

Ocean and praised Vishnu in a bea
the creator and protector of this universe; you are of the
form of Chit , consciousness. 0 Vi

concern and appeared in the Himalayas. He instructed
SeshaNagaraja, to consume the Wind (the Rakshasa),
as Sesha, being a serpent, is consumer of wind.

pogldy [ # ppHox P pyv ®
v 89 upeppipb e v {.263Sesha 6drankd
the Wind and resided in the hill. The hill came to be
Known Sealmad 6 Anant nag) and OSusram
names by which it Mahagotas®o wn even t
refers to serpent; Gonasa is a kind of serpent. There is a
lake called Seshnag lake even today; that is the tirtha of
this kshetra; bath in that tirtha removes tirednesscghen
Busramad ) and brings great mer i t. i

17



called 6Svasramad6 as Devas were a
normal place of residence, Devaloka, from here.

Vayuvarjanam

After Asuras were pulverized and thrown away on the
Pesha hill by Devas, one Asucalled Prishata took the
form of Wind and troubled Devas. Devas took refuge in

Si va. Siva askebdlathikeedr a6 s mal |i nst al
rooms), and remove air completely from the rooms,
dvayuvarjanamo and stay t her e It sel f.

accordingly and saved émselves. The Asura Prishata
assumed the form of very powerful wind and came for
attack. Indra killed him with his Vajrayudha. Darshan of
this kshetra called Vayuvarjana is highly meritorious.
Danam of oOMathikad is specially r

The rest ofthe Rakshasas hid themselves in a lake and

started troubling Devas and Munis. When Parvathi

brought this to the notice of Si
the Rakshasas were drowned in the lake. Parvathi cursed

the lake to dry up. Sivaganas killed the Rakshashs,

emerged.

Panchatarangini
Once Siva performed Tandava and his tresses separated
into five parts, through which Ganga flowed in the form
of five rivers. The Tirtha came to be known as
18



Panchatarangin®d ( now known as Panchatar

here destroyssins and confers merit. Sraadham and
Danam are highly recommended. Danam, specifically of
cow, gold, silk clothes, sandalwood, Kumkum,

fragrance, camphor and Kasturi to a good brahmana
confers Sivaloka.

~Lothd RO xwydg tdAuv= D]
Rg=yuvomablh N
Pl o v pY Nh" pephit A v T 8148619 X

Damaruka Garbhagara Nissaranam

Siva performs the dance of Tandava at both Sandhyas,
dawn and dusk, every day. One evening as he was
playing with Subrahmanya, Siva was anxious that he
might miss the Sandhya time. As recommended by
Parvathi, Siva appointed Damaruka, one of the
Sivaganaso sound his Damaru (small drum) at the
correct time in order to remind him. Damaruka was
doing his duty. One day he fell asleep and failed to strike
the Damaru at the right time. Siva cursed him to turn into
stone.Damaruka is now giving darshan in the rim of
stone on the peak of the mountain of gems. Darshan of
the image releases the devotee of sins.

19



Once Devas came to Kailasa for darshan of Siva. Nandi
stopped them. Devas started fighting among themselves.
Nandi went to Siva, laid down his Danda (staff
authority), prostrated and expressed his great fear of
Devas. Siva asked him to pick up his staff and build a
Garbhagara (Garbhagriha, cdike enclosure of stone)

so that Devas and Asuras, who enter the Garbhagara,
would not be able to come out. Spamas built
Garbhagara accordingly. The Purana says that the Yatri
should enter and come out of Garbhagara (this is
Garbhagara Nissaranan) before proceeding on his
path ahead to Amaranatha. He will be blessed with Siva
Salokya (living in the realm of Siva)he import appears

to be that the pilgrim should develop fear of entering into
mot her s womb agai n, and grow cor
and unquenchable desire to merge with Siva. One should
bathe in and drink from Amaradhara (Amaravathi) river
emerging fromthe Garbhagara, apply bhasma and,

without lavish clothes on, ascend the hill, chanbng y 4 x @

o NBHF nNRMPAE@ Meswar a, show me the w
eschewing vices like anger etc.

Amaranatha
The Purana states that at the start of creation, there was
only d6éSat 6; From o6Sat 6, ONi yati o

20



all creation manifested. This account indicates that

initially undifferentiated Brahman alone existed; when

Brahman thought, as Taitttiriya padnishad says,

hf pt vfepppurxXepnpByrsggh man desired to
become many, tohdebboughtasPmakiyi t

hi s own eternal aspect, to the

presence of BrahmanDevcxa®at ed ev
Asur as, Pitr ws, aRiisrailss, ehuwmanFou:
typesBhot afdmpaames of created be
emer ged. But Mr i tyu devour ed ev
Devas. Devas took refuge in Siva.
praise of Siva:

6 x opg U REMED

o pR B oyemed pb wepnrf1 0. 15
fiProstrations to Siva. With the rise of the Chandra of
Chit (Consciousness), the innate delusion ends by your
grace. Sambhu (form of auspiciousness), you are this
visible expanseyou are theknower of rules, you are of
the form of Mukti (Liberation)o Siva said:

tay pbpoptwisdurdh: ry =
typpphpore PpEws T30, 21

RO the best among Devas, t el |l me
coming to me; why are you miserable; tell me because
al | this is mine and resides 1in

creation is permeated by the Siva Principle, there is
21



nothing beyond him).Devas expressechéir fear of
Mrityu and said that he was devouring everyone. Siva
asked Devas to remain patient and said he would help
them out. Siva extracted the essence of Chandrakala
from his head and let it flow in the form of a riv@ihe
drops of nectar that fellmo Si v a @wnedbirdod y
bhasma and took the form of Iswara on dropping from
his body. Owing to love of Devas, Siva also turned into
water (ice).

paf o o PUBhF npAGE BF o
pM A bpuPpdp v =npgiuXs pud

nsMBHY SN HH Py &= vp X
Devas prostrated to Siva again and agaiva said:

p RY paNEEsSHAFTgL N

p #80g Ddipuerped pP s X

et pp+wf g8 opHpdf ppuRYX

fAs you have had darshan of nigrm of Linga, the
symbol of my love, in the cavern, Death will not bother
you any more by my grace. Becoming immortal here

itself, you attain Siva Sayujya (merger with Siva).
(10.31,32)

©pEmopAEls RARINHY pDAd RAX
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bdbpadAapuyus wLanpmbE .FI Do w

onwards, this sacred supreme Ling
Amar,eswai | | be famous oSwa al | t he 1
merged with the Linga in the caM@evas went round the

Water Lingap er f o r memdlreti?ned ta Devaloka.

fAs Siva took the crescent moon of Krishna Paksha and

destroyed Death for the good of Devas, he became

known as Amareswara (1036). As Devas were

rendered deathless by Iswara, he camée known as

Amareswara by knowers of the pgsd.37)

mEF >0 WHMoEgrgl IR X
p " pxpuEx ®ENH Y brd AAX
Po hd# xVUFHY ARFGY 3B H x R X

R P pp REhXRF T U px

As Iswara destroys here the disease of samsara of
devotees by his mere darshan, he is known byatte
name of Amaresas Iswara grants Moksha (Liberation)
by destroying

Asuras(Asuric tendencies)and old age and death, he is
known by thename of Amareswaral 0 . 3 &0Q)

e FNRYPT P18 neBrd pAX

e Rt 0PN Nt deexs b g A X
This Linga made of water (Ragze) is born out of great
love. The Linga grants harmony and peace. Devi, this

23



account has been unveiled out of love for yow @1).

By undertaking the pilgrimagetaking bath in the waters
of Amaravathi and applyingphasmaon all limbs, man
attains Moksha (Liberation). Devi, having darshan in the
cave and dancing with joynan is extremely purified
and is known as Amar@eathless)1043). By bathing,
having darshan, listening about atediching the waters
of Amaravathiwith devotion, oneattains the glory of
Devas (Amaras); hence the riveraalled Amaravathi.
One, who sets foot out of his house with the intent of
having darshan of Amaranatha, attains the fruit of
Asvamedha yagna at every stel0.63)0

Pigeons

Siva adled in this context that by seeing groups of
pigeons and other birds at Amaranatha shrine as
Sivaganas and chanting O60Jaya Jaya
Rudra himself. Siva then explained the origin of the

pi geons. Once during Sivaods Sa
Sivaganasmade competing and disturbing sounds of
OKuru kKur uo. Siva became angry ¢

become pigeons and keep sounding
blessed them to remove the obstacles of devotees coming

for darshan of Amaranatha. Darshan of pigeons removes

huge sins.

24



Siva callsAmaranatha Lingam by various sacred names
I Rasalingam (Linga of Water), Premalingam (Linga of
Love), Svadhalingam (Linga pleasing to Pitrus),
Siddhalingam (Linga adored by Siddhas, or Linga
bestowing Siddhis), Buddhilingam, Suddhilimga
Vriddhilingam.

Siva says that all sins get destroyed on darshan of
Amaranatha Linga. The devotee attains to Siva
Sayujyam by performing Abhisheka of the Linga with
gingelly oil, Puja of the Linga with soft white attire,
kasturi, kumkum, sandalpaste, ngahor, gold coins,
silver coins, pearls etc. Darshan destroys the evils of
Kaliyuga and the bondages (Pasa) of living beings
(Pasu); it grants male and female offspring, enhances
brilliance and steadiness of devotion. Refuge in
Amaralinga bestows everytlgn worthy without the
tough course of meditation, charity, yoga etc. Darshan
here bestows merit ten times that in Kashi, a hundred
times Prayaga, a thousand times Naimisha, a thousand
divine years in Arbuda kshetr&rahma and Vishnu
prostrate to one, who postrates to Amaranatha by
falling like a staff (dandavat) on the ground.Siva then
refers to theephemeral nature of human life on earth.
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that this body, youth, wealth, wife, childremd house

are all transient, one should take refug@mareswara.
Jagadambike, before death hits one, the sense organs
deteriorate, and old age and illness consume the body,
one should worship the ice Linga called Amaresa.

Pithadanam

Siva recommends Danam of Pitha (seat) at the sacred
kshetr a. OHoeautitulaDesi (givingi danam
(charity) of Pitha (seat) of Amareswararesults in
Mukti; this is truth, this is truth(1141). Taking five
Palas (unit of weight) dfour of yava (barley), spreading
it in a nice square formspreading kumkum, camphor
and sandal pastandkasturi on top, placing gold plates
in the four cornersand gold coin in the centre, or
alternatively placing fivesilver or gold coins at the four
corners and centre, anoffering worship with sandal
paste and flowers, it shoultk givenin Danam (chrity)

to a brahmana(1143-46). After performing Kalasa
Pooja and Pitha Pooja witmantras of Aadhaara Sakti
etc. and offering nice whitecloths, yagnopavita,
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dakshina etc. with devotion to tlheahmana, one should
chant the following mantra ifnont of him (11.47)

pe wvthed prnpghphe
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g pduopgmphy Hor hu =¥ ¥p X

b b pp ¢ p B YPBIPY A N

¢ P tedpy gt BDx g B Ix B X

bhiws y unpt pbuobubyd pn

By order of Amareswara, and for the success of the

pilgrimage, this Pitha (seat) is being offered to you, the

high-souled brahmana. This Pitha has been worshipped

by me and decorated with fine unguents. You are

Mrityunjaya, Mahadeva, and | offer this Pithaytu for

fear of the ocean of samsara. O best among brahmanas,

please accept this Pitha of Amaranatha for removal of

the great sins of mine (11.4®). Whatever sin has been

committed by me killing of foetus, brahmana, Guru, or

mother, stealing of goldte, drinking of liquor, killing

of cow, speaking untruth, anger, greed etc., coveting

ot hersd wives, di sgracing others
and attaching to another, any sin, subtle, small, large

all the sins may be destroyed by my Danam of this Pitha

(11.52-55). Siva continued: APar ameswa
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was given by Lakshmi and Parvathi; they attained
Sayujyam (merger with Siva) there

Yashti (Staff)

Si va continued: AAft er having d
should descend and perform Sraaddha at the highly

meritorious confluence of Amaravathi river and the
Panchatarangini; the Pitrus feel elated and dance with

joy. Maheswari, the wise pilgrim should then wais

Ganapathi in the Mahagrama (great village) called

Mamala with various offerings, flowers etc. and then

proceed to Navadala ardkposit Yashti (staff) in the

waters of Ganga chanting the following mantras.
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AYashti (staff), you are the support and witness. Please

convey my good karmas and pilgrimage of tirtha to
Iswara. Yashti, you are of the form of creation,
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sustenance argkstruction. You are lovday Vishnu and

you are of the form of Siva and Sakthi. Hence please
destroy my accumulation of sins and return to your
original state. Ganga, you are the love of Siva, and his
head is your abode. Ganga, please convey my tirtha yatra
t o S\With thesé matras, the yashti (staff) shoula

left in Ganga water§l1.6265). The pilgrim should then
take bath in Patalaganga dnahlly return home.

Siva then recommends the timing for the Yatra and
darshan of Amaranathdhe pilgrim should perform
Yatra in Sukla Paksha of Shravan and have darshan
of Amaranatha on Purnima day.

At the close of each <chapter Si v
fruits whi,amdarld sdtetdainraendy si ns w

destroyed on mere | istening of t
concluding t he Mahat myam, Si va
bestowed Siva Sayujyamofitself on
the Mahéatit siswami |, by | istening to

sacred accourof the greatness of Amaranatha, one gets
freed from crores of sins like kiling of brahmana
(11.88)0
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This enchanting account grants the prayer for offspring
andnourishes the listener; by reading or listening to this

account one gets released from all sith$.90)
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There are other stories in other local legends relating to

Amaranatha. The cave is reputed to be the spot where

Siva unveiled the secret of creatitm Parvathi. Siva is

said to have left Nandi behind in Pahalgam, Chandra in
Chandanvadi, the serpents on the banks of Seshnag lake,

Ganapati on the Mahagonasa hill, and the five elements

(Pancha Mahabhutas) in Panchatarangini. He then

entered the Amaranathcave with Parvathi, performing

Tandava dance. A pigeonds egg haj
at the time of Sivadbs sermon to
were born, and they were immortal.

The <celebrated wor k Kathanal ed O6Raj a
giving the account of th&ings of Kashmir describes

how kings had darshan of Amaranatha in the cave and

made many offerings. The Linga is said to grow in Sukla

Paksha, attain fullness on Purnima day and then diminish

in Krishna Paksha.

Om Tat Sat

30



hmg =QhHthaost gy
hbrf y By AUt Y

SRI BHRINGISA SAMHITA

SRI AMARANATHA MAHATMYAM

z SfToreTe 4
;:m:ﬁ’lam

Z Sr i Ganesaya Namah

Z NamaSh vaya
y»EZQuiAact
y AOu|du OO0 0 6 00 O
K® § Pn£vUS |OIPOU® o
JA ¥O8TR {wuyOCEA

31

P



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Patala 1: Amaranatha Yatra
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Sri Bhairavi said:

Om Mahadeva, | have listened to the unsurpassed and

meritorious account of Ananthanaga and Suryakshetra.

(1)
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Now | wish to listen to the yatra of Amaranatha and the
greatness of Rasalinga (Lingam of water - ice), hearing

which one gets rid of great sins. (2)
32
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C'6£0Ex AOp|6u (<fizn) ~Ozeug  +PmP
A .®IQ+OR. (A[SOI) pé v[PzvR 6£, 8608 U
+PmkK” O£,® £6£zvYs, ¢x AKEK+AR.

ATATHRca qas A1 forw gwfd s |
AFHG p g QI S 1103 )
O Ocean of compassion, please tell me quickly the

state of one, who, without performing Amaranatha

yatra, has darshan of Rasalingam of the Lord. (3)
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Sri Bhairava said:

O Iswari of Devas, one, who has darshan of
Rasalingam without performing Amaranatha vyatra,
becomes a violator of Tirtha (Tirtha - drohi) and reaches

terrible naraka. (4)
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Y 0600 0066

+UA°PDUSPA»B® ug»A+ ! “dzop © \"T6OA
viPzou uw \U® 6\2® ©UUR +P&uo©sU
|Puzgu ghQO8R ;  wezuz+udi GRO £E®
AAgUa + \ ®.

0] <fe TS IS § |

T STy - JUIHTEARISS TR 11 Y )

| shall now tell you, O my Beloved, about Amaranatha
yatra, listening to which one reaps the great merit of
actual performance of the Tirtha yatra. (5)
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Initially, one should have darshan at Sivaparam, one of
the sixteen kshetras and then take sacred bath in the

Ganga river. (6)
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Then he should take holy bath in Padmapura, the

abode of Siddhas and preferably spend a yama (3
hours) there. (7)

Jzu°PO AE£k® +fizp©sU £z©0!uzvA i|8U® 6 \"x
+©+» 6 \A» +Ask®. A¢u Jzu +fAzpzvA J, “BO®
Agp C,"Ex A ®E£zuUPX.

T = el HEHI < |
ENETE Tt Jear gt geraa: |l ¢ |l

O beautiful Devi, he should take bath in the holy

Mahanaga tirtha and worship Haridra Ganapathi and

proceed further. (8)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam
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He should take bath in the holy kshetra of Balihara and,
proceeding further, he should go to Hastikarna kshetra

and take bath in Saraswathi Asrama. (9)

©id+fiznodU  £%iduzvA  i|sU® 6 \ X,
A[Q,¢x +O+» o] \ A» +Ask®.
fivPon+ fizuzvA épiAw Bap©zvA i|6U®

6\ 'x AEEmhzaR 6 \ A»»B®.

Toh3l I I WAl qaehdie |
gTeal YA giamsdte ammad: TR 1| 2o ||
O my Beloved, he should then take bath in Chakresa

tirtha, Devaka tirtha and Harischandra tirtha and

proceed. (10)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Maheswari, after taking bath in Mritatirtha in Sthalavata,

he should go to Guhavata of Surya. (11)
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He should take bath in Lambodari tirtha with
enthusiasm. He should then go to Suryasrama and take
bath in Suryaganga waters and give danas (ceremonial
gifts in charity) etc. as laid down in Sastras. He will then
be freed (even) from the sin of killing brahmana. (12,13)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Maheswari, from there he should go to the place called
6Kar ao, take bat h, wor ship Sri Gana
that hill and then udha@aksitbhe pl ace ¢
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Sureswari, he should then stay in the Hayasirsha

Asrama, take bath in the Asvataranaga tirtha and again

in Ganga in Buddhorasi. (15)
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My Beloved, he should go to the village Saralaka, take
bath there and then worship Hari with devotion in the

holy place called Khilyayana. (16)
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There he should take bath in the very sacred and
ancient tirtha called Narayana and then worship Sri
Ganesa in the village called Mamalaka. (17)
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He should have darshan of Mameswara Linga there,

take bath in Mamesa tirtha and then in the Nilaganga
waters in the kshetra of Bhrigupathi. (18)
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He should then take bath in the sacred river in
Sthanvasrama (Sthanu means Siva, the motionless),
capable of destroying sins of a crore of births. He

should bathe in the waters of Panchatarangini. (19)
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Devi, he should ascend the mountain in the middle of

Garbhagara (Garbhagriha), descend in Amaravathi,
take bath there and put on Vibhuti (holy ashes) all over
the body. (20)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

With the body white with Vibhuti and dancing even with
no clothes on, he should climb the hill Guhya, which
destroys great sins. (Note: Applying Vibhuti all over the
body is extolled in Sastras as Agneya Snana and
Sirovratam). (21)
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One, who worships the eternal Svadha Lingam there
with devotion, is freed from sins accumulated over a
crore of births. (22)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

One is freed from all sins and blemishes by having
darshan, by touching, offering Poojas and prostrating to
this Amaresa Linga. (23)
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Jagadambike, beautiful Devi, six baths in Vitasta, and
baths in seventeen other places, thus totaling to
twentythree baths are prescribed as part of Amaranatha
yatra. (24, 25)
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Proceeding through the yatra thus, if one has darshan
of Rasa Lingam (Lingam made of water), he attains the
state of merger with Siva, where there is no bondage of
karma (acts to be done left undone and acts to be not

done taken up and done).
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Thus ends the first Patala (chapter) titled Amaranatha

yatra in Sri Dakshina Parsva-Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri

Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada in Sri Bhringisa Samhita.
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Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Patala 2: Khilyayanam
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Sri Bhairavi said:

O handsome Deva, | am happy to have listened to the
greatness of Saralagrama. Now | wish to hear of the

great tirtha called Khilyayanam. (1)
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| learn that in the village called Khilyapana, a holy tirtha
called Narayana came into being. Bhagavan, please tell

me all about it. (2)
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Sri Bhairava said:

Mahadevi, listen; | shall now tell you about the great
tirtha called Khilyapanam; by merely listening to this
account, any living being is freed from hordes of great
sins. (3)
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O Consort of Siva, once the Maharishis and Siddhas
called Balakhilyas performed very severe tapas

(austerity) with complete self-control and continence. (4)
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Without any food and with full mind-control, they stood

on the tip of the thumb of their feet and were absorbed

in Samadhi for a thousand years. (5)
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They were absorbed in the meditation on Vishnu, were
in complete peace of mind and had great inner vigour.
After a long time Bhagavan Vishnu gave them
darshan.(6)
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The Maharishis came out of trance and saw the eternal

Bhagavan in front and got up quickly and prostrated. (7)
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Vishnu was like the black cloud in colour and had the
eyes of fully blossomed lotus. He had Sankha (conch),
Chakra (discus), Gada (mace) and Padma (lotus) in his
four hands and was seated on Garuda. The Maharishis
had darshan of Vishnu, who destroys all sins, and

praised him in glorious words. (8,9)
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Rishis said:

We take refuge in Mahavishnu, the great support of
Devas, the omnipotent, ancient, with compassionate
heart, appearing as if bald headed owing to brilliance,

who listens well and who has a beautiful smile. (10)
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You are of the form of Veda; known only by Veda,; the
ancient and great boon-giver; worthy of being asylum;
Hiranyagarbha (creator); the Deva at the beginning (of
creation); Hiranyabahu (with golden arms); hence we
take refuge in you. We take refuge in you, who are the
lord of the three worlds; the very instrument of vision; of

the form of universe; the ancient one. (11)
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You take many forms instantly - Arjuna, child, youth,
adult, minister, great dancer. With your Maya, you
spread the web of attachment, hate etc. and, seeing
that the mind, like a bird, is ensnared and caught by the
ten sharks (Indriyas), we perceive the Supreme True

State and take refuge in you. (12)
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We take refuge again and again in you, who are without

beginning and end; creator of Brahma and Siva; born
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always in ever new forms; known only by Vedanta;

perceived through Sankhya yoga. (13)
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O my Beloved, when the Rishis sang the praise of
Maha Vishnu thus and prostrated again on ground, they

were raised by the Lord. (14)
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Vishnu then spoke to them in thundering voice and
said: | am happy with your worship; you ask me any
boon you like. O brahmanas, | shall grant the boon,
even if it is difficult of attainment even for Devas and
Asuras. (15)
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Listening to these words of Vishnu, the immeasurably

radiant, Balakhilya Maharishis replied. (16)
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At that pl ace, noted for gaining Mal

the Maharishis, the enchanting Vishnu, after listening to
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the beautiful prayers of the Maharishis, shed tears of

happiness from his eyes. (18)
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Vishnu directed his vision to his feet and prompted

Ganga to flow and purify the asrama of those self-
controlled Munis. (19)
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Vishnu also established himself in that village of
Balakhilyas. Vishnu blessed that the tirtha, to be known
as Balakhiya, would be such that the ample flow of
water would be unprecedented and that the tirtha would
be highly sanctifying; there is no doubt. Saying so,
Vishnu disappeared from the scene. (20,21)
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The village, where Balakhilyas performed this highly
compassionate tapas, became known as Balakhilya.

The tirtha also came to be known as Balakhilya. (22,23)
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Also, as the place was blessed by the feet of Narayana,
the kshetra as well as tirtha is famous as Narayana
kshetra. (24)
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Even if one is afflicted by great sins or ancillary sins

(Mahapatakas and Upapatakas), he is freed from those

sins immediately by bath in Narayana kshetra. (25)
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Devi, bath in Narayana kshetra must be undertaken
without doubt by anyone, who is afraid of the terrible
Kaliyuga. (26)
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Iswari of Devas, even if one had been drinking liquor all
his life happily, he will be freed of that sin without doubt
by drinking the water there for just one month. (27)
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Devi, similarly if one had consumed prohibited food and
drink, he will be freed of his sin without doubt by
drinking water in Khilyayana. (28)
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My beloved, any man or woman will be freed of sin by
taking bath and drinking water in Khilyayana village for

one year as per rules. (29)
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Further, one, who lusts after his own mother, sister,
father os sister or brotheros wi f e,
abortion of foetus, one who kills a brahmana, adulterer,
one (of a higher varna) who marries a sudra girl, one

who supervises ma ki ng dogdés meat, and tran
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person will all be freed of their sins by taking bath and

drinking water there as per rules for one year. (30,31)
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O beautiful Devi, one who unites with woman in

menses, or woman who has just given birth to a baby,
killer of cow, father or mother, giver of poison, one who
engulfs another in fire, one who wields weapons
(wrongly), one who robs another of wealth, killer of
woman or child i these are all freed of their sins by
staying there. (32,33)
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O Consort of Siva, by staying in Khilyayana village, the

lofty kshetra of Vishnu, one attains the lofty abode of

Vishnu, where grief is absent. (34)
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There was never, nor will ever be, a kshetra equal to
Khilyayanam. With bath, charity, chanting of mantras
and ritual worship in the Khilyayana kshetra of Vishnu,
the unmatched sacred village, man attains Mukti.
(35,36)
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By listening to or reading this secret Patala, which
destroys great sins, about the Narayana kshetra in
Khelanaka village, one is freed of crores of great sins.
(37,38)
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Thus ends the second Patala (chapter) titled

Khilyayanam in  Sri  Dakshina Parsva-Upatirtha
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Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada in Sri
Bhringisa Samhita.
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Patala 3: Glory of Mamaleswara
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Sri Devi said:

| now wish to listen about the meritorious and
auspicious kshetra of Mamalaka, which destroys great
sins. (1)
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O my beloved, If | deserve to be blessed, please tell me
how that kshetra got the name of Mamalaka and the

significance of Mahaganapathi worship there. (2)
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Sri Bhairava said:
Devi, listen, | shall now tell you about the auspicious
Mamalaka kshetra, the mere darshan of which leads to

destruction of hordes of obstacles. (3)
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In olden days this place was known by the name of a
devotee, Ajapaha by name. | was won over (bought) by
his tapas (austerity); | did this for him. (4)
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That place is in the jungle in the plains, capable of
removing all obstacles; from there, O Devi, Maheswara
once started. (5)

éOu»U POmMIA GA»6 v WU[Pgi2® +£8UP

AA»ubU Ch® Ax. é06AI°Y4, ¢x ©+iIAUR

J, \© ®!O0"Emhd°.

TS MUY <o RE gy 37 |
TTd: WATRIGES qUEhHE e || & ||

O Consort of Siva, Maheswara established Ganapathi

on both sides of the entrance and proceeded to the

forest of Dandaka Muni at the top of Khelanaka hill. (6)
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Siva relaxed there for a while. Devas came there

happily. On seeing them coming, Siva repeatedly said,

60Do not cC ome, do not come o0 . (7)
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On noticing this, Ganapathi went up from Patala quickly

onhi s own and with axe in his hand,
go, dondot go® repeatedly. (8
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When Ganapathi cried this way, all Devas were

mesmerised without doubt with the sound of his words.
(10)
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As all Devas got merged as it were in Iswara, who is

Sat-Chit-Ananda (Existence-Consciousness-Bliss) in

this place, this village has become famous since then

as Mamala village. (Maand Al am i n Sanskrit mean
not & and (®lgnougho) .
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As the Devas, prevented from leaving, merged as it
were in Supreme Siva, the village acquired the name of
Mamala. (12)
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O my Beloved, on seeing Ganapathi risen from Patala,

Devas became afraid; Siva then spoke to Ganesa: (13)
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As you came up here shogtayi ng O6DoO
here for long and destroy the hordes of obstacles (of
worshippers). (14)
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Man, who worships you in this world, will conquer all

obstacles and attain his wishes by the grace of
Ganapathi. (15)
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One, who worships you every year on Chaturdasi day

of Suklapaksha in Vaisakha month, will attain all fruits.
(16,17)
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One, who worships Ganapathi on Vinayaka Chaturthi
day in the vicinity of Mameswara will also attain
unending fruits. (18)
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One, who worships you first and then offers Pooja to

me, attains very meritorious fruit and is not born again
to drink m@®her os mil k.

+i Pnf+u! ERgU 8azuoR ©B8+CaAugpz®
8A'EAR s zvR £ gU" 6£@0 ©@606, uu®
UR £6U® 6\ ©3mhdaR (©0aOA Qgh 6x).

gl gcat SR < d U W g
g o SUSHNUY AT ATHETEET 11R0 ||

Siva, who himself gave this boon to Ganesa,

established himself in the form of Mameswara in the

holy Dandakaranya. (20)
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By offering Pooja to Ganapathi and having darshan of
Mameswara Linga in the holy Mamalaka village, one

gets the fruit of Asvamedha yaga. (21)
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By bathing in Mameswara Kunda and having darshan

of Mamalaka Iswara, man is detached from sins, like

lotus leaf from water. (22)
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One, who offers Pooja with great devotion to the self-
born Ganapathi in the presence of Mamaleswara,

attains the fruit of Jyotishtoma yaga. (23)
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One, who has darshan of Vinayaka and Mamesa with

sense-control, attains enormous fruit including that of

Somayaga. (24)
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Devi, thus has been told out of grace the greatness of
Ganapathi in the Mamalaka village, which destroys

great sins. (25)
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This secret Patala has been brought to light by me. By

reading or listening to it, man gets freed from hordes of
obstacles. (26)
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Thus ends the third Patala (chapter) titled
Mamaleswara Mahima in Sri Dakshina Parsva-

Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada

in Sri Bhringisa Sambhita.
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Patala 4: Lambodari Nadi (River) Mahima
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Sri Devi said:

Jagadiswara, After listening to the unsurpassed
greatness of Mahaganapathi and Mameswara, | am

bought (won over) as it were. (1)
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| now wish to hear about Lambodari river. If I am your

beloved and recipient of your blessings, please tell me

with compassion. (2)
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Sri Iswara said:

Iswari of Devas, once when Parameswara was in

Kailasa, Ganapathi became the door-keeper. (3)
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Sivapersonally told Ganesa not to allow anyone
including Devas inside.
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Mahaganapathi, together with Nandi, adhered to the

instruction of Maheswara, not allowing anyone inside.

(5)
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Mahadeva was engaged in playing and chatting with
Devi in the auspicious abode in Kailasa with none
around. (6)
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At this time Indra arrived in Kailasa, accompanied by

Devas with a wish to have darshan of Maheswara, the

annihilator of Tripuras. (7)
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Ganapathi prevented Indra from entry. Indra became

angry and took up Vajrayudha. (8)
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Ganesa sounded 0 Humoé and render ed
immobile. Noticing his hand to be immobile, Indra

prostrated to Ganapathi and praised him with hymns.

(9,10)
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A prostrate t o Ganeswar a, whose
iImmeasurable, who is eternal, worshipped by Devas

and who is the dear son of Parvati.
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A prostrate to Vinayaka, who is the first creator of
Devas. You have no beginning, middle or end. You are
Chit and Achit (objects with consciousness and without
consciousness) and majestic. | prostrate to Ganeswara,

who is more handsome than mentioned in Vedantas
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(Upanishads), Devas, Siddhas and Agamas. You are

subtle, at peace, huge and gross. (13)
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| prostrate to Ganeswara, who is peace incarnate,

consciousness incarnate and one without a second.
You are the Deva of the form of Vimarsa (deliberation)
and Udbhava (manifestation). You are the essence of
Truth. You are the principle of Mahat (Universal
Purusha). (14)
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| prostrate to Vinayaka, who is none other than

Brahman; known as none other than Siva. You are

brilliant by yourself and higher than the highest. (15)
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| prostrate to Maheswara, who enjoys the food of
Modaka, who has rosary in his hand, has three eyes

and a huge face. (16)
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| prostrate to Ganeswara, who holds in his hands his
tusk, and axe. You are attired in red and you wear red
garland. You destroy hordes of obstacles by just waving

your hand again and again. (17, 18)
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| prostrate to Gananayaka, who has no end, who is the
supreme principle, the supreme essence of all
essences and who cannot be comprehended even by

Vedas and Agamas.(19)
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My obeisance again and again to Vinayaka Deva,
whose attributes are immeasurable, and who has three

eyes and attractive form. (20)
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Sri Bhairava said:
On hearing these words of Indra, Ganapathi dropped

his great anger and had a good look at Indra and

released his arm from immobility with great joy. (21,22)
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Indra returned to his abode happily and quickly after

prostrating again to Mantravinayaka, the son of
Mahesa. (23)
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One, who reads this stotra called Krodhasamharaka
Stotram of Ganapathi three times (morning, noon and
evening) every day with faith, will be relieved of all
troubles. (24)
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Devi, Ganapathi, who then felt hungry and thirsty, ate
delicious fruits and drank Ganga water in large quantity.
(25)
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Af ter drinking Ganga water, Vighne

became huge. Siva gave him the name of Lambodara,
and the Ganga drunk by him was known as Lambodari.
(26)
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O my beloved, seeing Ganga dry, Siva then struck
Ganapathi és huge tummy wi.t h his Dam:
(27)
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O my beloved, Ganapathi then vomited Ganga from his

mout h. As Ganga emerged from Ganesa
river was called Maha Lambodari by knowers of the

past. By bathing in Lambodari, man is relieved of all

sins. (28,29)
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One, who gives dana (charity) of cow, earth, gold,

clothes etc. to a good brahmana on the banks of river

Lambodari, attains limitless fruit. (30)
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One, who bathes in Lambodari with great joy, attains

Siva Salokya (living in Kailasa with Siva); going there

he is never grieved. (31)
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Thus has been told to you, Devi, the greatness of the
auspicious river Lambodari. By hearing this with good

devotion, manbés gre@) sins are destr
Ct OCA! BUOCé 1T ACTCt2 Foe CETEANCYTZOC
+£0UPAA» [vg " £80 6 \6AY. 6°@0.
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By reading, hearing and contemplating this secret

Patala, which destroys the sins of Kaliyuga, one is

relieved of great sins. (33)
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Thus ends the fourth Patala (chapter) titled Lambodari
Nadi Mahima in Sri Dakshina Parsva-Upatirtha

Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada in Sri

Bhringisa Samhita.
BUOCeé 1T ACTCt 2 {uAdo @EYEcY SéA gl £
«écée.
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Patala 5: Bhriqutirtha Nilaganga
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Sri Bhairava said:

Devi, | shall now tell you about the unsurpassed
Bhrigutirtha; listening to this account frees any living
being from the cage of great sins. (1)
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Devi, in the auspicious forest called Parisilavana, the
great Muni Bhrigu performed tapas (austerity), which

was impossible even for great Devas. (2)
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A thousand divine years were spent thus by the high-

souled and self-controlled great Rishi in Parisilavana.

(3)
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Vishnu then came there with the groups of Devas for

giving him darshan. Bhrigu addressed Hari. (4)
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Bhrigu said:

Mahavishnu, you are omnipresent, ever victorious,
possessed of great power; you are the lord of the
worlds; your attributes are immeasurable and endless. |
prostrate to you again and again. (5)
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The Maharishi praised thus Mahavishnu, the
omnipotent head of Devas and quickly prostrated again
and again. Vishnu, the form of eternal principle, lifted up

the prostrating Bhrigu. (6,7)
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Maheswari, Vishnu smelled the head and embraced

Bhrigu, who was shedding tears of bliss. They

embraced each other. (8)
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Devi, from the very purifying waters of sweat that
emerged from the limbs of Vishnu at that time, a holy

tirtha emerged in the auspicious Parisilavana. (9)
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Maheswari, as the waters came from the sweat of
Vishnu through the embrace of Bhrigu, that holy tirtha is
known as Bhrigutirtham. (10)
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Man should take bath in Bhrigutirtham and give dana

(charity) with faith of copper vessel or leave copper
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vessel in the waters and give dana of cloth and lamp
studded with gems. By bathing in Bhrigutirtham, man

attains unsurpassed merit. (11,12)
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Maheswari, by bathing in and drinking the waters of

Bhrigutirtham, created out of the sweat of Mahavishnu,
one is freed from crores of sins like killing of brahmana
etc. (13)
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| f Sraadha is performed i
tirtha, Pitrus are satisfied for a hundred Kalpas; there is
no doubt. (14)
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O beautiful Devi, by bathing in and drinking the waters

in the auspicious Bhargava kshetra, man is detached
from sins like lotus from water. (15)
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What to say again and again; man, who is a sinner
especially in Kaliyuga, is released from all sins by
bathing in Bhrigutirtham. (16)

11 «ée Sa COrgcCcCw! O\ 260
©UuUAg», A'E°UP C¢u " S w°zuzvA

94

n

Bhriguos

TCTA ¢



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

OYuw 8RBPi CO FytcOA TCTyuioéeA Oj Tj Ow
{a\ ®.

................................... IIRSCEI

el ATgH=aIH erreagsad |

Togedl GoAd S IS HTIH: |1 2¢ I

Sri Devi said:

O handsome Deva, | am happy to have listened to the
greatness of Bhrigutirtham. | now wish to hear about
the origin of Nilaganga; listening to it will relieve living
beings of sins gathered over crores of births. (17,18)
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Sri Iswara said:

O Devi, my beloved, listen, | shall tell you about the
origin of Nilaganga; listening to it will fetch humans the

fruit of Agnishtoma yaga. (19)
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O excellent woman, once Siva was engaged with Devi

in passionate pl ay f ul activities.
suddenly tearful. O beautiful Devi, on seeing that,
Sivaods face bire cadour elike bcollgriank
applied to the eye. (20,21)
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On seeing that, Parvathi showed him a clean mirror.

Bhagavan Siva, on seeing his face black like collyrium

in the mirror, wiped his black face with his tresses.

(22,23)
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O Consort of Siva, Siva then washed his face with
Ganga. Those waters which flowed at that time became

Ganga, black in colour like collyrium. (24)
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That river became famous as Nilaganaga, the destroyer

of great sins. By bathing in Nilaganaga, man is freed

from great sins. (25)
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Nilaganaga destroys sins acquired by women by
bearing, touching and contacting evil persons knowingly

or unknowingly. (26)
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One, who applies the soil of Nilaganga on his body and
takes bath, attains to the abode of Brahma, where there

IS no grief. (27)
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The waters of Nilaganga are sacred, capable of
destroying great sins. By bathing in the holy waters of
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the sacred Nilaganga, one attains Siva Sayujya (merger
with Siva), after which there is no grief. (28,29)
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Greatest among the Immortals, Devi, thus has been

told to you the greatness of Bhri gu
origin of Nilaganga. (30)
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This secret Patala shows the way for destruction of sins

of WO men. As per | swarads words, t h
to destroy the three impurities (of body, speech and

mind). (31)
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Thus ends the fifth Patala (chapter) titled Bhrigutirtha
Nilaganga in Sri Dakshina Parsva-Upatirtha Sangraha

in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada in Sri Bhringisa
Samhita.
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Patala 6: Greatnhess of

Sthanvasramapesha
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Sri Bhairava said:

Devi, listen now; | shall tell you the greatness of the
forest of Sthanvasrama; listening to it frees the living

being from crores of great sins. (1)
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Once Siva, separated from Dakshayani, performed

severe tapas (austerity) in Himalayas. (2)
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He was in Samadhi (trance) for a thousand years.
Parvathi then came there and was engaged in serving
him for a long time. (3,4)
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The place, where Siva was seated in tapas like a pillar

(Sthanu), became known thence as Sthanvasrama and

as the destroyer of great sins. (5)
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O Devi worshipped by Devas; one, who bathes near

Sthanvasrama attains to the abode of Siva, where he
never grieves. (6)
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Devi, one, who performs Sraadham as per rules in
Sthanvasrama, keeps his Pitrus satisfied for a hundred
Kalpas (kalpa is a day of Brahma, equal to a thousand
Chaturyugas); there is no doubt. (7)
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Even if one is afflicted with great sins or ancillary sins,
he is freed from all sins by bathing in the holy waters of

Sthanvasramavana. (8)
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Bathing in the waters of Sthanvasrama fetches the fruit

of dana (charity) of a thousand crores of cows. (9)

£» £ uBU® 6 \'u!s” ® iudsABap©a»zvA

iI6U® 6\ udA 6£EO»B®.

FEe T I TEHTRESH |

HTedT FchAHTII A TEATINEIHTS 1| 2o ||

O my beloved, Darshan of Sthanu bestows the fruit of

sacred bath in Kurukshetra, Prayaga and Gangasagara

(where Ganga merges with the ocean). (10)
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By bathing in Sthanvasrama as per rules, one attains

the supreme fruit of Asvamedha yagnas and charity of

cows. (11)
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One attains great merit by giving dana (charity) of silk

cloth and gold here. By performing Pooja of Devas and

Tarpana for Pitrus with til and water, and chanting
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mantras in the sin-destroying Sthanvasrama, a living

being is relieved of crores of great sins. (12,13)
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Jagadambike, one, who does not take bath or give
charity here, becomes a sinner and attains to terrible

naraka in every birth. (14)
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Hence one should perform Sandhyavandanam in

Sthanvasrama with  devotion; Sandhyavandanam

performed there is a crore of times more fruitful in
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comparison with that done in ordinary places;

Tarpanam there is innumerable times more fruitful. (15)
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Sri Iswara said:

Once Rakshasas, together with Devas and Sadhyas,

came to Sthanvasrama for darshan of Siva. (16)
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Maheswari, they competed with Devas for darshan

saying, Ome first, me (@7)irstd and f ol
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Even while climbing up the mountain, they were
engaged in hand-to-hand combat with Devas and were

crushed by Devas. (18)
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O beautiful Devi, the Asuras, crushed by Devas, were

thrown there and Devas were happy at this. (19)
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The hill, where Asuras were crushed completely by

Devas,i' s f amous on earth by the name
raises people to supreme heights. (20)
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The fruit attained by holy bath in Kurukshetra, Prayaga
and Gangasagara is reaped by darshan of the Pesha
hill. (21)
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Devi, one attains the fruit of as many Vajapeya yagas
as the particles of soil crossed while climbing up the hill.
(22)
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One attains a hundred times the fruit of bath in

Naimisha, Prayaga, Gangasagara and Varanasi
(Kashi), and a thousand times the fruit of bath in

Kurujangalam (Kurukshetra). (23)
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The Pesha hill is superior to Lakshmi Manasa kshetra.

For the man with mind-control, sins are crushed. (24)
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Hence the knowers of the past say that one who climbs

up the great Pesha hill fully, should chant the mantra,
O0Sri Sri Sr ;i he &acheas khe nabodees af a 0

Brahma and is freed from grief for ever. (25,26)
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O beautiful Devi, even great sins of gravity like the size
of Meru mountain are destroyed by mere darshan of the
Pesha hill. The devotee attains the abode of Siva and is
freed from the bondage of karma (acts to be done left

undone, and acts to be not done taken up and done).

(27,28)
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One, who ascends the Pesha hill following the

regulations, crushes the hordes of sins and attains to
the state of Sadasiva. (29)
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The moment one has darshan of the Pesha hill, all the
Bhutas, Pretas (ghosts), Pisachas (goblins), Dakinis

etc. are destroyed instantly. (30)
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O Iswari of Devas, one, who prostrates to the sacred

Pesha hill and ascends it, attains great merit; this is

true, this is true, o beautiful Devi. (31)
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Devi, thus has been told the greatness of the Pesha hill
by me. Listening to or reading of or meditating on this

chapter destroys great sins. (32)
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O beautiful Devi, thus has been unveiled this secret

Patala; listening to or reading of this chapter bestows

the fruit of Jyotishtoma yagna etc. (33)
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Thus ends the sixth Patala (chapter) titled
Sthanvasrama Pesha Mahima in Sri Dakshina Parsva-
Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi Samvada

in Sri Bhringisa Sambhita.
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Patala 7: Sri Susrama Nagaraja

Mahagonasa Mahima
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Sri Bhairavi said:

Mahadeva, | have listened to the greatness of the
Pesha hill through your grace. | am indeed fulfilled,
fulfilled, fulfilled, no doubt.(1)
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| wish to know about the difficult terrain of Nagaraja,
infested by different types of snakes. Maheswara, | now
wish to listen about Nagaraja®& origin and greatness;
please bless me by telling. (2,3)
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Sri Bhairava said:

O beautiful Devi, | shall now tell you about the origin
and greatness of Sesha in the form of Nagaraja, which

destroys all sins. (4)
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Devi, in ancient times in Kritayuga, Devas, Siddhas,

Gandharvas and others assembled in the peak of
Himalayas in the shrine of Chamareswara for offering

Pooja, having darshan and performing tapas (austerity).

(5,6)
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In the meantime a strong Asura of the form of wind,
who was very powerful, puffed with pride of his tapas,

shoved the groups of Devas very forcefully. (7,8)
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Devas with Indra at the helm took refuge in
Parameswara nearby and pleased him with hymns of

praise. (8,9)

BUuuE¢i «oi1ljT e60Crj CtOi 04 @EPO
£u+©aApgU qQ i+udzpu[Pi6A ©QIAzuUe.

<al Y

THE Ja<aT P LT |

ST TOFTRTT S o F9: 11 20 ||

Devas said:

Prostrations to you, the chief among Devas, Sambhu,
Paramatman and the cause of creation, sustenance

and annihilation of the universe. (10)
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You are the mother of all beings, father of the universe,
well-wisher, relative and good friend. There is none else

to protect the three worlds. (11)
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You are the protector of those who are rudderless; you
are the refuge of those who have no refuge. You are
the destroyer of the misery of those who are aggrieved.
O Supreme, you alone are our refuge. (12)
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Extolled thus, the ocean of compassion, Mahadeva,

appeared and spoke kind and soft words to the grief-

stricken Devas. (13)
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Devas, the actions of the evil-minded Asura are known
to me. TheAsuras have however been nurtured by me.
O Devas, they cannot be destroyed by me. (14)
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Hence take refuge in Bhagavan Vishnu, who destroys

the misery of those who surrender, having four arms,

holding Sankha (conch), Chakra (discus) and Gada

(mace), lying on Sesha in the middle of the Milk Ocean.

Saying so, Siva disappeared. (15,16)
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All the Deva groups, with minds filled with joy, then

reached the Ocean of Milk and spoke pleasing words to
Vishnu, the lord of the worlds. (17)
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Devas said:

Prostrations again and again to the Eternal, the one
beyond forms, one who has taken all forms and one

who is beyond everything. (18)
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Prostrations to the head of Ganas, the knower of
attributes, one who is beyond attributes, the ruler of all,

who has taken all forms seen, who is ever moving. (19)
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Prostrations to you, who are of the form of Veda, who
can be attained by Veda. Prostrations to Dhyana
(meditation), you who can be attained by meditation

and who are beyond meditation. (20)
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Prostrations to You, who create the universe, protect

intensely and destroy it; to You, who are of the form of

Consciousness. (21)
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The Lord of the Devas was pleased with this prayer,

and being full of compassion, he spoke these words

relieving the Devas of their misery. (Note: Vishnu spoke

the words without giving darshan at this stage). (22)
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O Devas, you go to your abode of Svarga, which robs

one of all the grief. I shall kill that evil Rakshasa in the
form of wind, who is difficult to overpower, along with
his lineage. (23)
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So saying, Vishnu, the lord of the universe, who
destroys the misery of the devotees, made his

appearance from Patala in the Himalayas. (24)
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He was mounted on Sesha, had four arms, was

accompanied by Lakshmi and had his weapons. He
ordered Sesha, who had a hundred hoods. (25)
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O head of snakes, with your thousand hoods, you drink

the wind; as you take wind as food, you satisfy your

own vital breath with wind. (26)
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On hearing Bhagavands nectarine wor

the Rakshasa of the form of wind in a moment. (27)
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Sesha returned to the peak of the hill and lived there on

the very pure peak. (28)
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Devas then started to stay there without facing any

obstacle. Bhagavan said to Sesha, the eater of wind,

then. (29)
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O Sesha, you continue to stay here and destroy the

fear of wind. From then onwards the place came to be

called Seshanaga. (30)
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O my Love, great yogis call that place as Susrama also,
where people bathe comfortably and get relief from

weariness (srama). (31)
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That place is called Susrama also because people
comfortably bathe there and proceed even to Devaloka.
(32)
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O beautiful Devi, that place is also called Svaasrama by

the wise, as the Devas reached their own abode
comfortably from there. (33)
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sins. By having darshan, by touching, by bathing, and
by performing dana (charity), homa, japa, study of
scriptures and reading of sacred hymns there, one
reaps endless merit. (34,35)
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By performing Lakshmi Pooja there, one attains wealth,
which remains permanently and also dexterity of
speech. By merely remembering the place, one gets

freed from heaps of sins. (36)
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Why to go on and on, o beautiful Devi, even a killer of
brahmana gets immediate relief from his grave sin by
drinking and giving away the water there. (37)
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By merely climbing up the meritorious hill called
Mahagonasa (gonasa is a kind of snake), one avoids
going to the abode of Yama. (38)
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Thus ends the seventh Patala (chapter) titled Sri
Susrama Nagaraja Mahagonasa Mahima in Sri
Dakshina Parsva-Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri Bhairava
Bhairavi Samvada in Sri Bhringisa Samhita.
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Patala 8: Sri Vayuvarjanadi
Panchatarangini Mahima
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Sri Bhairavi said:

Deva, through your blessing | have listened to the
greatness of Pesha hill. Now | wish to listen about the

tirtha called Vayuvarjanam. (1)
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Why is Vayuvarjanam called a sacred kshetra; why are
small rooms built there with auspicious stones. Please
tell me, Sambhu; what is the fruit of that tirtha. (2,3)
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Sri Bhairava said:

On hearing that Asuras had been crushed to death by
Devas, an Asura named Prishada took the form of wind
and troubled Devas. (4)
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Devas, thus troubled by the Asura of the form of wind,

took refuge In Mahadeva and pleased him with these
best words. (5)
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Prostrations to the chief among Devas, Sarva (the
destroyer), Sambhu, the creator, Self-born, one without
beginning, middle and end, and the Supreme Lord. (6)
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Prostrations.You are of the form of Bhairava, of terrible
form and at the same time, destroyer of fear. You

induce fear. You wear the girdle of Munja grass. (7)
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Prostrations. You are of immortal form; you destroy

Yama; you wear Chandra as an ornament; you are of
the form of Time. (8)
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Prostrations again and again to you. You are harmony
incarnate; your form is white; you carry peace; you are

the Deva heading all devas. (9)
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Hearing this prayer uttered by Devas with great love,

Bhagavan Sambhu spoke with great joy. (10)
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Sri Bhagavan said:

| have heard of the trouble wrought by the Asura even
earlier. You build small rooms and stay here itself;

Devas, make sure to create Vayuvarjanam (absence of
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movement of air) in those cells; there will not be any
trouble. (11,12)
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The Devas accordingly built small cells with stones

there; o Iswari of Devas, the Devas stayed in those little

rooms comfortably. (13)
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The very dreadful Asura appeared there in the form of

wind and Indra saw the Asura in that terrible form. (14)
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On seeing his fearful form, Indra took up his Vajrayudha

and killed the Asura there itself in Vayuvarjana. (15)
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The Vayuvarjana tirtha appeared in that place, o Devi

adored by Devas; by having darshan of Vayuvarjana
kshetra, one reaps limitless merit. (16)
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By mere darshan of Vayuvarjana, one gets rid of

terrible great sins and lesser sins. (17)
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By taking bath and drinking the waters of Vayuvarjana

tirtha, man is freed from even great sins. (18)
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By taking bath in the sacred Vayuvarjana tirtha and
giving dana (charity) of til (gingelly) rice, o beautiful
Devi, one attains everlasting merit. (19)
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By performing Sraadha in Vayuvarjana kshetra with

faith and enthusiasm, Pitrus remain satisfied for a

hundred kalpas; no doubt about it. (20)
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Those, who do not build cells in Vayuvarjana kshetra,

spend a hundred kalpas in fearful naraka; no doubt
about it. (21)
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Devi, one should build cell and offer Pooja as per rules
and give dakshinas (charity) for pleasing Deva. By
doing this, one will not suffer from sins accumulated
even in a hundred births. (22,23)
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Mahadevi, one who does not perform bath, dana, japa
and homa there, attains dreadful naraka; his tirtha yatra

will become fruitless. (24)
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Devi, thus has been told to you the greatness of

Vayuvarjanam; by listening to or reading this account,

one is freed from the cage of great sins. (25)
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Sri Devi said:

Mahadeva, please tell me now as to why that large lake
got dried up; tell me the truth. (26)
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Sri Bhairava said:

Listen, o beautiful Devi. | shall tell you about the dried
up lake. By merely knowing this, man is relieved of sins.
(27)
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Rakshasas, who survived after the incident of killing
described earlier, hid themselves through power of
Maya in the lake in the form of terrible-looking aquatic
creatures. (28)
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They troubled Devas again for long and also created a

lot of obstacles for a large number of Munis who were
there. (29)
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Devi, once Parameswara and Parameswari happened

to come there on their own and saw Devas and Munis

being troubled by Rakshasas. (30)
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With great compassion Devi said to Deva: O
Parameswara, the Compassionate one, look at these

great Munis. (31)

+uA E£UOP @gn 06Pdsk C+ubd £6[PO Cdu
«7T Ol Oc¢ a ECAuUI O& F»fhéeAOT CA
XRE E£kzxQROUP.

farfaramrereTery ffeaHiy s |
S[ca cftad: TS qamear sHSEEr |1 3R 1|

Sankara, look at these Munis, who are being troubled

with obstacles and tortured by these Rakshasas in
145



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

large number. On hearing Devi 6 s wor ds, Deva had

look at the great Rishis. (32)
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Looking at the Asuras, who were bent on creating

obstacl es, | swara made a sound of
were all struck by the sound, and they immersed

themselves in the lake. (33)
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On seeing the Asuras getting immersed in the lake,

Devi cursed that nice lake: As you are protecting the
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Asuras, who create troubles for Munis, you become dry,
not receiving offerings of Havya (offerings to Devas in
homa) and Kavya (offerings to Pitrus in homa).Cursed

thus by Devi, the lake instantly became totally dry.

(34,35)
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The hordes of Rakshasas emerged from the lake. They
were destroyed by Sivaganas with rope, club etc. From
then onwards, o Iswari of Devas, the lake has remained
dry and useless. (36,37)
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Sri Devi said:

Mahadeva, Please tell me the truth of the sacred
Panchatarangini; by having darshan of it, one gets relief

from sins gathered in many previous births. (38)
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Sri Bhairava said:
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O my beloved, one gets undiminished merit of
Asvamedha and other yagas by having darshan of

Panchatarangini. (39)
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Iswari of Devas, once when Siva was dancing Tandava

Nritya (dance), his matted tresses opened into five

sections. (40)
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Devi, from the matted tresses, the fivefold Bhagavati

Devi Ganga emerged, who destroys even great sins.
(41)
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Consort of Maheswara, as the fivefold river emerged
from the matted tresses, it was called Panchatarangini

by the knowers of the past. (42)
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One should take bath in the Panchatarangini river with

enthusiasm. By doing so, man gets freed from terrible

sins like crores of killings of brahmanas. (43)
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O beautiful Devi, Even a killer of cow, one who is full of

ingratitude, ki |  er of foetus, one who cove
I such sinners get freed from their sins instantly by

taking bath in Panchatarangini and giving dana (charity)

there. (44)
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By taking holy bath in Panchatarangini, one gets the

fruit obtained in Kurukshetra, Prayaga, Ganga and
Naimisaranya by bathing and giving dana (charity) as
per rules. (45,46)
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By performing Sraadha and Pindadana (offering of rice-
balls) as per rules there, Pitrus remain satisfied for a
hundred kalpas; no doubt about it. (47)
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Iswari, one who gives cow, gold, silk cloth, sandalpaste,
kunkum, fragrance, camphor, kasturi etc. there to a

good brahmana, attains Sivaloka. (48,49)
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By bathing in Panchatarangini, even if afflicted with sins

categorized as great or ancillary, one gets instant relief

from those sins. (50)
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One should then ascend the peak called Damaruka, the
peak of gems. By having darshan of Damaruka, the
Sivagana turned into stone there, one gets the fruit of

yagas like Avamedha. (51,52)
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By having darshan of Damaruka, one is freed of crores
of sins T great sins, killing of foetus etc. (53)
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Thus ends the eighth Patala (chapter) titled Sri
Vayuvarjanadi Panchatarangini Mahima in Sri Dakshina
Parsva-Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi

Samvada in Sri Bhringisa Sambhita.
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Patala 9: Sri Damaruka Garbhagara

Nissarana
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Sri Devi said:

Maheswara, please tell me in truth who this Damaruka

Is and how he turned into stone. (1)
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Sri Bhairava said:

155



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

Maheswari, listen. | shall now tell you the story of the
origin of Damaruka, and the action which, when coming
to fruition, turned that Ganeswara into stone; listening
to this account relieves living beings from many types of

obstacles. (2)
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Once Siva, who dances specially during the two

Sandhyas (dawn and dusk), was playing with his son

Shanmukha, when Sandhya time arrived. He became

worried because of the expiry of the Sandhya time.

(3.4)
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Devi noticed that Siva was worried, and she asked him

repeatedly for the reason for his worry. She said:
Bhagavan, what makes you worried; tell me the truth;

my mind is not at peace. (5)
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Hearing these words of Devi, his beloved,

Parameswara told Devi that his great worry was on
account of the overshooting of the Sandhya time

(without performing the Sandhya tandava). (6,7))
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On hearing this, Devi replied to the eternal Bhagavan:

Maheswara, let this Mahagana hold the Damaru (small

drum) and stand here and announce the Sandhya time

(by sounding the damaru). (8,9)
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Maheswara agreed with this suggestion. Making
Shanmukha laugh, he started chatting with Devi again.
(10)
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From then onwards, Devi, worshipped by Devas, the
Gana called Mahadamaruka stood there holding the
Damaru for sounding it on the arrival of Sandhya time

for the information of Siva. (11)
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O beautiful Devi, once while Siva was sporting with his

son, this Mahadamaruka became indolent and was

comfortably immersed in sleep. (12)
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Sandhya time elapsed again. Siva became angry.

Girija, he cursed the Gana Mahadamaruka: Owing to
your sleep, my Sandhya time has elapsed; therefore o
worst among Ganas, you turn into stone and stand here
for long. (13,14)
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Cursing Mahadamaruka thus, Maheswara sat there
immersed in meditation for long. From that time
onwards, the Gana Mahadamaruka, who turned into
stone, stood on the peak of Ratnhaparvata in the form of
stone. (15,16,17)
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One, who takes refuge in Damaruka in this world,
attains to Brahmaloka; this is truth. Iswari, whoever
takes refuge in the holy sanctum sanctorum, he is
relieved from conception in a motheré6 s  w;d swear.
(18,19)
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Sri Devi said:
Deva, why is the Garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum)

established there; in Kaliyuga what is the fruit of those
who have darshan in the Garbhagriha and come out.
(20)
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Sri Bhairava said:

Mahadevi, listen. | shall tell you about the unsurpassed
Garbhagriha; listening to this will relieve living beings

from accumulated great sins. (21)
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Once Devas approached Nandi (for darshan of Siva);
prevented by Nandi, they started to argue and fight

among themselves. (22)
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Nandi then met Siva alone and prostrated and, leaving

his staff (signifying authority), prayed to Siva. (23)
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Bhagavan, ocean of compassion, lord of worlds, head
of the universe, | am much afraid of Devas and | feel
miserable. Nandi prayed repeatedly to Siva, who is kind

to devotees. (24,25)
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Hearing the words of Nandi, Siva said to him happily: O
Nandi, pick up your staff. What will Devas do? You
build a good Gabhagriha and entrance, from where

Devas and Asuras will not be able to come out. (26,27)
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Hearing these words of Siva, Mahagana raised a huge

stony land and and built the Garbhagriha (like a cave).

(28)
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O my beloved, one, who emerges out of the entrance of
this Garbhagriha, he attains to Siva Salokya (living in

Kailasa along with Siva) and does not have to drink
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O my beloved, whoever has committed great sins like
kil ling of foet us, covet.
or father or brother, or drinking of liquor, if he comes out

of the entrance of this Garbhagriha, he will certainly

attain to the supreme state of Sadasiva. (30)
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O my beloved, if one wishes to rend asunder the forest

of great sins, he should worship the Lord of Devas here
and take bath in the very purifying Amaravathi river
emerging from the Garbhagriha; he should then apply
bhasma and, without lavish clothes on, ascend the hill,
chanting 6Parameswar a, show me t he
the defects of anger etc., he should prostrate to

Amareswara in the cave and worship him. (31-34)
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Even if he be Golaka or Kundaka or any lowly person, if
he emerges from the Garbhagriha thus, he will surely
become Sivagana; | swear by you. (Note: Golaka and

Kundaka are different illicit children of a woman).
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Thus ends the ninth Patala (chapter) titled Sri
Damaruka Garbhagara Nissarana in Sri Dakshina
Parsva-Upatirtha Sangraha in Sri Bhairava Bhairavi

Samvada in Sri Bhringisa Sambhita.
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Patala 10: Sri Amaranatha Mahatmya
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Sri Devi said:

Maheswara, having listened to the sacred accounts of
the supreme greatness of tirthas and thinking of it again

and again, | feel detached from the ocean of samsara.

(1)
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| now wish to listen to the account of Amaresa
Maheswara and how Amaresa happened to reside
inside a cave. (2)
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Please also tell me, out of love for me, how that divine
river Amaravathi came into being and also about the

greatness of its confluence. (3)
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Sri Bhairava said:
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Very gifted woman, very well, it is for the good of living
beings that you, who are worshipped by all, have put
this very rare question to me. (4)
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O beautiful Deuvi, listen; | shall tell you of the greatness
of Amaresa Mahatirtha.; mere listening to this account

will free one from crores of great sins. (5)
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O beautiful Devi, at the beginning, there was nothing

except Sat. Niyati (destiny) emerged from Sat. The

Supreme (Sat) was also there. (6)
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| hear that | was born of Niyati. From me all Devas
including Indra, Rishis, Pitrus, Gandharvas, Nagas,
Rakshasas, Yakshas, Bhutas, Ganas, Kushmanda,
Bhairava and others, humans, wild animals, cruel
Asuras and many other such beings were born through

Niyati (natural process). (7,8,9)
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Fourteen types of groups of Bhutas (beings) emerged.
Death (Mrityu) devoured all of them including Devas

and even Indra. (10)
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O my beloved, those Devas caught by Death felt
miserable and took refuge in Parameswara, the Deva
worthy of refuge for everyone, and pleased Sankara,
the destroyer of Tamas (darkness i ignorance) with

hymns of praise. (11,12)
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Sri Devas said:

Om. Prostrations to Siva, Deva, all-pervading, most
powerful, and of the form of Chit (Consciousness),
Gnana (Knowledge), Prakasa (Light) like the cool light
of Chandra, and Ananda (Bliss). (13)
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Prostrations to Siva, who is established in the Supreme
State, Sthanu (motionless like a pillar), the great light of

the universe, Consciousness, Object of meditation,
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aware of own consciousness, in whom Consciousness
resides. (14)
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Prostrations to Siva. With the rise of the Chandra of

Chit (Consciousness), the innate delusion ends by your
grace. Sambhu (form of auspiciousness), you are the
expanse and knower of rules and of the form of Mukti
(Liberation). (15)
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Prostrations to Siva, the knower of everything special

about the universe, Deva who helps the universe, Deva
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of the form of the universe, Deva who pervades the

universe. (16)
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Prostrations to Siva, the knower of prohibited acts

(Sivads presence in the jivads mind
prohibited acts); of the form of Supreme Principle; Deva

sought by one and all; Deva who shows the intricacy of

the subtle way. (17)
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Prostrations to Siva, of the form of Nature; of the form
of Principle; the Deva of the Mahat and the subtle
Principle. (18)

{v  AAUBuSP, uzAwm 6P CUS® EOUS
|©IPBU®. 00 uzAodU, 0'Y © uzAosU
+uAu6U, EOUS |OiP6u®.
THISTAT GaT THI ST v |

OIS 9ot AT ST =z 1] 2R |

Prostrations again and again to Siva, who is the nectar
of immortality; Mrityunjaya (conqueror of Death) of the
form of Amrita. (19)
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Hearing the above extremely sanctifying hymns of

praise of Devas, Siva spoke to them in majestic words.
(20)
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O the best among Devas, tell me the reason for your

coming to me; why are you miserable; tell me because

all this is mine and resides in me. (21)

(Note: As the entire creation is permeated by the Siva
Principle, there is nothing beyond him).
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Hearing Maheswarads wor ds, Devas he

replied to him that Death caught them by force. (22)
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Mahadeva, the destroyer of the misery of devotees,
please bless such that Death will not destroy us, nor will

Death forcefully catch us. (23)
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Sri Bhairava said:

Hearing the agreeable words of Devas, Maheswara
replied to them. | shall do the needful to counter Death.

O great Devas, please bear for a moment. (24)
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Siva caught the crescent moon on his head, crushed it

and spoke to Devas: by crushing this medicine for
Mr i ty u2se.
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O my beloved, the large flow that ensued at that time

became the sacred river called Amaravathi. (26)

A"OEBEX A[S 6£ U6Pkzu 6£ ® ubgpudi
AOUBAV GRO 6£ hR!s™ |v 6°@O0.

3 fogav=gar ofd IR sHafa<a: |

180



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

o EHEIAT I ATERTEar Tat: 1| @ ||

T A HeTefa fRrensi gaamg 1 R¢

Mahadevi , the drops of nectar t hat
turned into bhasma and took the form of Iswara on
dropping from his body. Owing to love of Devas, Siva

also turned into water (ice). (27,28)
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On seeing Siva turned into water, Devas prostrated to

him again and again, thinking of his extreme

compassion to samsara. (29)
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Looking at the prostrating Devas, Siva spoke to the

Devas: Listen, the best among Devas. (30)
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As you have had darshan of my form of Linga, the

symbol of my love, in the cavern, Death will not bother
you any more by my grace. Becoming immortal here

itself, you attain Siva Sayujya (merger with Siva).

(31,32)
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Devas, from now onwards, my very sacred Linga

named Amaresa will be famous in all three worlds. After
prostrating to that Amareswara Linga and
circumambulating the Linga, the Devas returned to their
abodes. (33,34)
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Sri Bhagavan said:

Maheswari, after giving the above boons to Devas, Siva

merged with the Linga in the hill. (35)
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As Siva took the crescent moon of Krishna Paksha and

destroyed Death for the good of Devas, he became
known as Amareswara. (36)
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As Devas were rendered deathless by Iswara, he came

to be known as Amareswara by knowers of the past.

(37)
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As Iswara destroys here the disease of samsara of
devotees by his mere darshan, he is known by the lofty

name of Amaresa. (38)
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As Iswara holds the digits of the moon from Amavasya

to Purnima, he is called Amareswara by knowers of
Tantra. (39)
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As Iswara grants Moksha (Liberation) by destroying
Asuras, and old age and death, he is known by the

name of Amareswara. (40)
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This Linga made of water (Rasa-ice) is born out of great
love. The Linga grants harmony and peace. Devi, this

account has been unveiled out of love for you. (41)
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O Iswari of Devas, by undertaking the pilgrimage,
taking bath in the waters of Amaravathi and applying
bhasma on all limbs, man attains Moksha (Liberation).

(42)
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Devi, having darshan in the cave and dancing with joy,

man is extremely purified and is known as Amara
(deathless). (43)
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One, who does not have darshan of Linga in the cave,
having adorned himself with bhasma, will attain to
Naraka and live there for the entire Brahma Kalpa
(period of fourteen Indras). Devi, one, who has darshan

of the eternal Rasalinga without applying bhasma
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(Vibhuti-holy ash) on his limbs, becomes afflicted with
leprosy in birth after birth. (44,45)
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Devi, one, who has darshan of Amareswara without
performing yatra properly, attains to the twentyone cruel

and dreadful narakas. (46)
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Devi, one, who has darshan of Rasalinga in the cave

without dancing, becomes Tirthadrohi (violator of Tirtha-

holy spot); no doubt about it. (47)
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One, who returns from the cave of Amaranatha without

offering Pooja (worship), attains to eightyfour lakhs of
narakas. One, who returns from the cave of
Amareswara without giving dana (charity), attains to the
cruel and terrible naraka called Kalasutra. (48,49)
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Devi, even great sinners including killer of foetus, one

whocovets Gur udés wi f e, drinker
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get released from their sins at the very moment they

have darshan of the great Iswara hamed Amareswara.

(50,51)
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O my beloved, even sinners including consumer of
cowds fl esh, d r “wordhipper ofoDfevad, i qu or non
killer of calves and children, and abortionist are freed of
their sins by having darshan of my form of Linga. (52)
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Devi, even sinners including one who becomes
excessively wrathful, one who is overcome by greed
and del usi on, gol d thief,
one who finds fault with others, one who keeps abusing
the virtuous, hypocrite, teller of lies and man of narrow
intellect are all relieved of their sins by having darshan
of Amareswara, who took the form of water (ice) on the
mountain. This is truth; | am not telling you untruth.
(53,54)
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Devi, the fruit obtained by various rigid penances like
Chandrayana, Maha Krichra and hundreds of
Santapanas (these are Prayaschittas prescribed in
Sastras for various serious sins) is reaped by darshan

of Amareswara. (55)
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The fruit obtained by giving proper dana (charity) of
thousands of crores of cows in holy centres like
Kurukshetra, Prayaga, Naimisha and Kurujangala is
reaped by darshan of Amaresa. (56)
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Maheswari, by performing Pooja of the divine nectarine
Amaresa Linga with soft white attire, kasturi, kunkum,
sandalpaste, camphor, gold coins, silver coins etc., one

becomes Rudra himself and does not have rebirth.

(57,58,59)
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Whether it is woman or man, one who offers Pooja to
the lofty Linga attains Siva Sayujyam (merger with

Siva), where he is freed from grief. (60)
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O beautiful Devi, by having darshan of Amaresa

Mahalinga and touching the digit of moon (on the head
of the Linga), man attains immortality; this is truth, this
Is truth. (61)
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By drinking the waters of Amaradhara (Amaravathi) and

prostrating inside the cave, one attains the abode of

Siva, where there is no bondage of karma (acts to be
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done left undone, and acts to be not done taken up and
done). (62)
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One, who sets foot out of his house with the intent of
having darshan of Amaranatha, attains the fruit of
Asvamedha yagna at every step. (63)
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By seeing groups of Sivaganas as pigeons and other
birds there, one becomes Rudra himself, chanting

6Jayad agai(® and agai n.
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Sri Devi said:

O my Lord, who are these Sivaganas as pigeons and
how did they come there. Tell me, Sambhu, out of

grace for the good of the worlds. (65)
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Sri Bhairava said:
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O beautiful Devi, listen. | shall tell you about the
pigeons; by listening to this account living beings are

relieved of sins like killing of other lives. (66)
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Iswari of Devas, from the time when Mahadamaruka

the Sivagana was established there, other Sivaganas

were also positioned there for the purpose of

announcing Sandhya time for performing Tandava

dance. (67)
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O beautiful Devi, once when Siva was dancing during

Sandhya ti me, the Sivaganas
in a spirit of competition. (68,69)
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This sound made Siva angry. Siva cursed the

Sivaganas strongl y: 6As you
Kur udé adgagainout @ competition, you stay here

in this tirtha in the form of pigeons, always making the
sound of 0, Kandr removing  allr obsfacles of
devotees. (70,71)
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Cursed thus by Siva, the Sivaganas turned into pigeons

and stayed there, performing the assigned task of
removing obstacles. (72)
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One should have darshan of these pigeons in the cave,
0 beautiful Devi, before descending the mountain. If
one descends without having darshan of the pigeons,
he will be called Tirthadrohi (violator of tirtha) by the
wise. (73)
CA»° CA! @u t @v%E{ Ct R¢ OTRA& BETRA
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For the pilgrims seeking the Supreme goal, these
pigeons are a must for darshan; they are said to be

removers of huge sins. (74)
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Devi, by bathing, having darshan, listening about and
touching the waters of Amaravathi with devotion, one
attains the glory of Devas (Amaras); hence the river is
called Amaravathi. By bathing in Amaravathi, one is

relieved of suffering instantly. (75,76)

200



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

CA ct O! Ct Oil oaTR° A Hy Of AA
A, ®aUBA ACudAve , i|U®, u° \U®, ip An®,

i£°6U® BQ H=+ud J, AuzvA + \AUP +Ask®.
ACOudAV°A ©UuR i|8U® 6 \"A6+U 6QA £»Au

é[Ph[P1¥4, ¢x AKEh»6®.

HITRCHTEIATI (s T T |

qRATSTITRIR AT ATHS T || 9o ||

O my beloved, | have told you the supreme greatness
of Rasalinga (Linga of ice) named Amareswara, which
destroys the terrible evils of Kaliyuga and also the

bondages (Pasa) of living beings (Pasu). (77)
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One who offers Mahapooja to this Linga attains to Siva

Sayujya (merger with Siva); this is truth. (78)
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Devi, this supreme Linga is also called by other names
- Svadhalinga, Siddhilinga, Buddhilinga, Suddhilinga
and Vriddhilinga. (79)

g8 JHaH foTs Heeastisiyady |
FHATIE ITa o 9 JHTE Sl || 4o ||

This Linga also grants male and female offspring, and

enhances the brilliance and grants yoga (devoted state
of mind) in Kaliyuga. (80)
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Iswari of Devas, if you wish to attain anything worthy
without meditation, charity, yoga etc., you take refuge in

Amara Linga. (81)

202



Sri Amaranatha Mahatmyam

z 6U®, udU®, + 6P®, CgA CA»3©A HubAsusrRO
0£O0  +Ask©6QA Ctu AOu|6u  Y[Pzeu
Bap°zudA +£5x®.

IRR A 5 IRFIATE a9 |
Tl Gl JTedl SHET T|T A 1| ¢R |

Knowing that this body, youth, wealth, wife, children
and house are all transient, one should take refuge in

Amareswara. (82)
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Jagadambike, before death hits one, the sense organs
deteriorate, and old age and illness consume the body,
one should worship the ice Linga called Amaresa.
(83,84)
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O my beloved, all the tirthas and holy spots in the three
worlds would not equal the ice Linga called Amaresa.

Devi, there is no Linga equal to the divine Amaresa on

earth, rising in outer space, which destroys great sins

and removes evil tendencies instantly. (85,86)
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What to say again and again, in Kaliyuga the sinner

gets freed of sins by surrendering to Amaresa; no

doubt. (87)
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Iswari, by listening to or reading this sacred account of

the greatness of Amaranatha, one gets freed from

crores of sins like killing of brahmana. (88)
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One who has drunk prohibited drinks or eaten
prohibited food is freed of his sins. One who is bound is
released from bondage, and the sick person from

sickness. (89)
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