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May that Lord (Siva) — who, though abiding in sole supremacy
which yields manifold blessings to his devotees, is himself clad
in skin (i.e. elephant-hide); who, though his body is united with
that of his beloved, stands above ascetics who have commend-
able aloofness from the objects of the world; who is free from
any pride in his powers, though he supports the entire world
with his eight forms — remove your state of ignorance so that you
may pursue the path to perfection.

Pujyashri Sankara Vuayendra Saraswathl Swam|gal performs
Swarnabhisheka to his Guru, Pujyashri Jayendra Saraswathi

- Kalidasa's Malavikagnimitra Swamigal on the occasion of 41st Jayanthi of the former.

VOICE OF KANCHI MUTT wishes its readers A HAPPY TAMIL NEW YEAR
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER

Q. What is called an idol?

A. Idols are made of eight elements or granite
stones and are personifications in bodily form
of the various incarnations of God in the yugas
previous to our Kaliyuga. They are installed after
proper invocation with mantras.

Q. Will God not incarnate in this Kaliyuga?
A. God will incarnate at the end of Kaliyuga.

Q. What are the occasions when God has
incarnated?

A. God incarnates in every yuga. In the Kritayuga
He incarnated as Matsya (fish), Kurma (tortoise),
Varaha (pig), Narasimha (man-lion form) and
Vamana (dwarf); in the Tretayuga He incarnated
as Rama and Parasurama, and in the
Dwaparayuga He incarnated as Balarama and
Krishna. In the Kaliyuga He will incarnate as
Kalki.

Q. In the Kaliyuga, will there be an avatar or
incarnation other than the Kalki incarnation?

A. In the Kaliyuga, there will be no incarnation other
than the Kalki incarnation.

Q. Today there are many persons who call
themselves God. What do the shastras say in
this regard?

A. According to the shastras, only ten incarnations
have been accepted. Today there are people
who are siddhas, jnanis, tapasvis, viragis (those
who have renounced) and mahatmas. When God
incarnates, He does so for three reasons, for
protecting the saintly and good people, for
destroying the wicked and for establishing
dharma. The saintly or holy men are there only
to give their blessings to people.

Q. Today there are many people who by exhibiting
magical or such powers call themselves God.
What do the shastras say in this regard?

A. God can exhibit His magical or other powers. A
person who has acquired such powers from God
can also exhibit magical or other powers. Some
asuras and rakshasas had acquired through
penance the capacity to exhibit such magical and
other skills. A person who exhibits such magical
or other powers is called as one who is adept in
tantras and mantras, but he cannot be called
God.
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PRASNOTTARA-RATNA-MALIKA
By Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadah

Who is not to be trusted?
One who as a rule utters lies.

On what occasions, is even a lie sinless?
That which is uttered for the sake of protecting
righteousness.

What is righteousness?
That which has been practised by the virtuous
elders of the family.

What is the strength of the good?
God

Who is good?
One who is always contented.

What is divine?
The good deeds.

Who is the doer of good deeds?
One who is praised by the virtuous.

Who is the friend of a householder?
His wife.

And who is a householder?
One who performs sacrifices.

What is sacrifice?
That which is ordained by the scripture and is for
the welfare of people.

Whose action is fruitful?
Of one who is of good conduct and refined.

Who is the refined?
One who has accepted the Vedas as authority.

Who is the one that gets killed?
One who has fallen from his religious duties.

Who is blessed?
One who has renounced.

Who is esteemed?
One who is wise and good.

Who is to be worshipped?
One who gives freely.

Who is the giver freely?
One who gives satisfaction to the needy.

What is good fortune for those who have body?
Health.
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VIDURA - NITI

(Continued from the previous issue)

(Translated into English by Dr. C. Murugan, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Sanskrit, University of Madras).
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He gets (/abhate) the designation (akhyam)
as a wise man (pandita) whose attention to
learning about the scriptures (Srufam) is in
harmony with his level of  intelligence
(prajianugar); whose great power of reasoning
(prajid) is in accordance with the teachings of
the scriptures ($rufanugs), and who does not
transgress the ethical principles formulated by the
Aryas' (asambhinnaryamaryadal).

" The significance of the term “Arya”

is: “He is an arya who strictly follows

the practice of the virtuous ones, and

performs actions in accordance with

the scriptural injunctions, whose

secular activities are controlled by

moral principles and who does not
commit any unrighteous act for which

he may have to repent later on”.
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He (sah) called (ucyate) a wise man (panditah)
who (yah), in spite of having (dsadhya) abundant
riches (artham mahantam), deep learning
(vidyam), and also (eva ca) the ability to exert
effort for a purpose (aiSvaryam), behaves
(vicarat)) in a way that shows awareness of and
caring for other people’s feelings (asamunnaddhah).
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He is called (ucyafe) a feeble-minded person
(miadhah) who is ignorant of scriptural teachings
(aSrutah ca), but manifests a sense of superiority

(samunnaddhah), who has little resources
(daridrah), but entertains fond  wishes
(mahamanah), and who longs to acquire

(prepsuf) a fortune (arthan) through unrighteous
means (akarmana).
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He (sah) is called (ucyate) a dull person
(midhah) who {yal), by being indifferent to the
observance of his duties (svartham panityajya)
minds the affairs of another (parartham anutisthaty),
and who is disloyal (mithya carat) towards his
friends (mutrarthe).

SHTHI FITERT T FRTAT, TR |
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The wise regard (ahufh) him (fam) as
unenlightened (midhacetasam) who feels strong
liking (kamayat) for those who are not solicitous
about him (akaman), who forsakes (pamtyajef)
those who have affectionate interest in him
(kamayanan), and who bears rancorous ill-will
(dvest)) against the very strong and powerful
(balavantam).

(To be continued)
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Our Sage Speaks

If a medicine is brought and kept without use for some time, it loses its potency. Similarly, if the Veda is not
repeatedly studied, the power of its mantras will diminish. In order to regain for it the power, along with puja
and homa, the mantras should be repeated many a time. For all lapses, what serves as the sure recompense
is the repetition of Gayatri.

Did you know ?

Sage Veda Vyasa classified the Veda into four: Rig, Yajur, Sama, and Atharvana. He taught the four
Vedas to four sages (rsis), one to each, so that the Veda would be in vogue from generation to generation,
each hearing the Veda and reciting with the proper intonation, and thus transmitting it without a break. The
four sages were: Sumantu, Paila, Jaimini, and Vaisampayana. Vyasa entrusted the four Vedas as follows:
to Jaimini Sama-veda; to Vaisampayana, Yajur-veda; to Sumantu, Rig-veda; and to Paila, Atharvana-veda.

Sri Sankara Jayanthi Mahotsavam

The JAYANTHI MAHOTSAVAM of SRI ADI SANKARACHARYA, the incarnation of Parameswara, the Lord
of knowledge, is to be celebrated at Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Kanchipuram from Friday, the 14" May
2010 to Tuesday, the 18" May 2010, the Jayanthi day. Veda parayana, Bhashya parayana, bhajans, sloka
parayanas, discourses, etc. are to be conducted and the celebrations include Rudrabhishekam to Sri Acharyal
on 18" May 2010, the Jayanthi day. All devotees and disciples of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam are requested
to participate in all the functions and receive the blessings of the Acharyas and Sri Tripurasundari Sametha
Sri Chandramouleeswara Swami.

Laksha Avarthi Gayatri Maha Yagnam

With the blessings of Acharyals of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, it is programmed to perform a Laksha
Avarthi Gayatri Maha Yagnam on the day of Akshaya Trithiyai, Sunday, 16th May 2010 from 6 a.m. onwards
at Sankara Matam, Girivalam Road, Thiruvannamalai. All devotees are requested to participate and get the
blessings of Sri Devi Gayatri Mata and that of our Gurus. Arrangements have been made for the stay and
food from 15.5.2010 evening onwards. Contact: 9444674446.

Pujyashri Acharyas at Sri Maha Periyaval's 16th Aradhana
N

ASARC Lecture Series

Adi Sankara Advaita Research Centre conducted its second lecture in 2010 at Sri Varasiddhi Vallabha
Ganapathy Temple, Besant Nagar, Chennai on Friday, the 16th April 2010. Prof. T. N. Ganapathy, Director,
Yoga Siddha Research Centre, Chennai, delivered the lecture on SIDDHAS.
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In Adoration of the Mokshapuri - Kanchipuram

There are seven sacred cities in our land which grant salvation. They are:
A YA HE FIA FEE AT |
gl EREd dd Hwid e |

The city of Kanchi (kacchi) has been praised in the following words in Perumpanatruppadai one
among the ancient works in Tamil Sangam Literature.

LT e 2 ssgerEpd Uy Gsmp allfle; CuwulL vwaeflper epgmy
[uremt = 410-411]
The city of kacchi is an ancient one (mudur) in the world whose excellence is
enhanced by festivals celebrated by the followers of various faiths.
Nacchinarkiniyar comments on the above thus:
Ue sowgst@md Gsmupwuy a®hss aflprasealiGe
gaer Bajsaflar Coeorar Geupdluilener 2 e w Lenpw oy

Kacchi an ancient city preeminent because festivals of various faiths are
celebrated there.

Appar refers to kanchi as a place of boundless learning in his Tevaram relating to Tirukkacchi — Tirumetrali.

Qaedafleow urnsmE Osrewiry Cabgener waaTas C&TenmLTi
waodlnss saanlCWrh Lroefs Caraiean &g &
soallenwd sapuilors sresd LIBST  Hetayerarmed
coedleww alletmis Blar@i Qe @CwmpeaflweamCr (4-43-8)
He has beloved Parvati sharing half his body; He has sendan (Subrahmanya)
as His son: the fair-eyed Ganga adorns His head, and konrai flowers light up
of his face; He shines in Tirumetrali in Kanchi noted for the boundless
learning of its scholars is contrast to the surrounding ignorance.

In a reference to Aravana Adigal in the Manimekhalai, the expression Kacchimanagar is used:
SalQBY] reuamen FTHNS CsHLLemen
SpES uaTpreld BlatarnsSlHCaHgiL
EQsTy &5E  LIBST  ohgedler
OGO  LOTHST Lrgeuer CUwF mrer
Qurp@pmg  sTw@GL LILSLT ULFHSeT
e ICseme. SFFOTHET LGS &Tens, euflder  150-154).
Kanchi is the appropriate place for your ascetic practice: and, for your sake
your mother and Sudhamati accompanied Aravanan to that place.
Sivajnanamunivar in his Kanchi Purana refers to Kanchi as the navel region of Goddess Earth who wears the
sea as Her garment and who shines as the Supreme akasa
Sjenanr  wired upLiypient Lilord Loy Qeuerfluim s glspLd

et FLed 2 (HEms Blws GHS eLSTGILONLD. @fpmL_greiu_eob-31)

THE ACHARYAS OF SRI KANCHI KAMAKOTI PEETAM

SRI KRPA SANKARENDRA SARASWATI
(28 A.D. — 69 A.D.) (Ninth Pontiff)

Known as Gangesopadhyaya before sanyasa, he was a native of Andhra Pradesh. He
attained mukthi at a place near Vindhya region.
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