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DEDICATION

We dedicate this book ‘AGNI UPASANA’ with devotion, faith and humility at the divine lotus feet of

All Acharya Swamijis decorating the Moolamnaya Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham continuously from

Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya
who pours the divine shower of compassion on all of us
even today in form unseen and particularly
Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Jagadguru
Sri Sri Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Swamigal
68" Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham
the Great Gnani who penanced for 100 years and

showed the path of virtue to all people.

Further we dedicate this book in the
Sathabhisheka Varshika Mahotsavam of
Sri Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal
69" Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

who incarnated solely to remove our darkness.

The book has been prepared under instructions of
Sri Sri Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal
70™ Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.
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SRI AGNI BHAGAVAN

| worship Hari, of the form of Yagna, who is in the middle of Fire, who shines brilliantly like molten

gold and who is accompanied by Svaha and Svadha (Consorts of Agni Bhagavan).

Once there was a large Vidvat Sadas (seminar of Vedic scholars) under the presidentship of Sri
Kanchi Mahaswamigal. Hundres of Sastra scholars with Mahamahopadhyaya title and other
masters in Vedas and Sastras, who were all Grihasthas, had assembled. All lectured wonderfully
on the import of Sastras. All were eagerly expecting Sri Mahaswamigal to bless them with
nectarine words of Sastra and Advaita. Sri Swamigal briefly said: “All should perform Aupasanam
at least every day; you can obtain all benefits.” Is it not clear as to how much importance was
given by Sri Mahaswamigal to Agni Upasana (Worship of Holy Fire), Nishkamya Karma Yoga
(performance of karmas with no desire for fruit and dedication to Iswara) and performance of
Vedic rituals.

a1 srgunt e agie: g s asraafagRe: |

& THT AT ATGATAT A THET AT (A

“That Veda, which is the very life-breath of Brahman, whose utterances are Truth, and by whose
continuous chanting Liberation is attained- that Veda alone is proof for people like us. Hence O
Sruti! Prostrations to you; you alone are our refuge.” (Padavakya Pramana, Paravara, Sarvatantra

Svatantra, Aptavajapeyayaji, Advaita Vidyacharya Srimad Appaiya Dikshitar)
| AQT: FF T2 QIO TIST:

[EtISIEEEEIRERIE AR R Rl
TTARATE H: AT a7 |

“I prostrate to that brilliant Light of Peace, which is not limited by directions and time, which is of
the form of Consciousness alone, and which can only be perceived through direct experience.”
(Raja Bhartruhari)

9 B areaiuar ua g9t SUTET 7 s st |

“‘Dharmas should be observed only as directed in Sastras. Even if Dharmas are seen being
followed in the world in practice, they should never be observed, if not in accordance with

Sastras.” (Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpada’s commentary on Chandogya Upanishad, 2:2:1)
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INTRODUCTION
SRR THFRATRTL ATTNEITH o I |
USUTET HTHTEAT: AZTHSHITERR |
ARTATAHTEAT STRTATIHEIHTH |
FEAIERIIAT a7 [ETETH |

‘We worship the Mahapitha of Devi Kamakshi’s lotus feet, the originator of ‘Kamakala’ in the

world, the supreme navel-spot of the earth.

We worship the Guru tradition, starting from Sadasiva, having Sankaracharya in the middle and
coming down upto our present Acharya.”

e ATE T STATg I IqaTT 9 o |

e e T TEHATOr faa fae

These six karmas — Sandhya after Snana (ritual bath), Japa, Homa, worship of Devatas,

hospitality (offering of food etc. to guests) and Vaisvadeva — should be performed every day.”

Through the untiring efforts taken by Jagadguru Sri Acharyas of Moolamnaya Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham, today we have in our midst masters of Vedas with Shadangas (Rig, Krishna Yajus,
Sukla Yajus, Jaiminiya Sama, Kouthuma Sama and Atharva and other branches with six parts of
Veda) in thousands. Veda and Sastra Pathasalas are functioning in the entire country as per the
ancient traditions. Similarly there are hundreds of scholars in Sastras like Vyakarana, Tarka,
Mimamsa and Vedanta and in Bhashyas (commentaries) of all four Vedas. Students of Samskrit

are to be found in lakhs all over the country.

Sri Kanchi Acharyas have been travelling all over Bharata desa, protecting our ancient traditional
branches of knowledge, encouraging their study and establishing Pathasalas. Thousands of
students are studying their Veda Sakhas (branches). Many are the efforts made by Srimatham for
protecting Vedas even in remote areas like Kashmir, Nepal etc. Similarly Sri Kanchi Acharyas are
according due importance to observance of traditional Vedic rites; they are instrumental in
producing hundreds of Nityagnihotris and encouraging them. Many persons all over the country,
who could not observe daily Vedic rituals in toto during the period of their service in offices, but
nonetheless performed the rites to the extent possible, have been keenly and properly observing

them afer retirement.

Page 4 of 117



Agni Upasana is common to all people. However it is the instruction of Veda Matha that
brahmanas should compulsorily observe this with no desire for fruit. The only Vedic property of
brahmana women is Aupasanam and Agnihotram alone. Our Maharishis have given importance to
women alone in protecting Vedic dharmas. Women only should persuade the men to perform
Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam etc. They should make their male children perform Samidadhanam.
Our ancestors have shown by practice that if we keep performing Agni Upasana every day in the
morning and evening without fail, our minds will be purified and we can experience Bhagavat

Sakshatkara (direct vision of the Lord) in this life itself. This is known as ‘Single file path’.

In response to the request of thousands of people to enable them to get the knowledge of the
benefits accruing by praying to Agni Bhagavan and the greatness of Agni Upasana, and noting
their interest in performing the upasana, Sri Kanchi Acharyas instructed that this book on
Agni Upasana be compiled and presented. Accordingly, Sri Atma Bodha Tirtha Swamigal
(Sri Kumbakonam Swamigal), disciple of Pujyasri Kuvalayananda Tirtha Swamigal (Sri
Tambudu Swamigal), has written this book and dedicated it with devotion and humility at

the divine lotus feet of Sri Kanchi Acharyas.

Reading this book will inspire many people to perform the daily Agni Upasana rites with no desire
for fruit and in a spirit of dedication to Bhagavan. In fact our ancestor Maharishis have laid down

procedures for daily rituals to be performed with the attitude of dedication to Bhagavan only.

By wiping a mirror with a soft cloth, the dirt will go away and the reflection in the mirror will be
clear. Similarly the impurities in the mirror of mind are many like desire, anger, greed, delusion,
conceit, jealousy etc., accumulated over many lives. By performing the daily Karmas as laid down
by Bhagavan and followed by our ancestors with dedication to Iswara, the impurities in the mind

will go away and Bhagavat Sakshatkara will result and we can attain the high state of no rebirth.

This has been pledged by our ancients by way of THTLLIIZITH - “holding axe heated red hot”. Sri

Suta Samhita says: "fa¢l& Fa[fasT= fasEeda fageafa”- “Pure experience of Brahman will

be attained only by one whose mind is extremely pure.”
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Hence we pray to Sri Tripurasundari sametha Sri Chandramouliswara to bless that all should
perform as far as possible Agni Upasana by way of daily observances like Samidadhanam,

Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam, Agnihotram etc. and attain benefits here and hereafter.

Moolamnaya Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

Kanchipuram
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Mrfaraa g o weear

aferfrera fAsmtefr Ragasar |
FgaTSI IR fem fafee

Frfi RufawarT & g |
Adoring Guru Sri Govinda Bhagavatpada for long and after he attained Videhamukti through his
own power, Sri Sankaracharya wrote commentaries to establish Advaita philosophy, won over
opponents in all directions and finally rested in Kanchipuram, where his Avatara period concluded.

(From ‘Patanjali Charitram’ of Sri Ramabhadra Dikshitar)

(o) : [enN
ARG ATAE A& |
H g T Toraisted garagd |l

| pay obeisance every day with great happiness to Sri Chandrasekhara Guru, who is the

embodiment of unlimited compassion, the bestower of Gnana, the very form of peace.

(From ‘Guru Stuti’ of Jagadguru Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal)

Period of Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya
Kaliyuga 2593 — 2625 (B.C.509 — 477)
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Swasti Vachanam — Guru Vandanam

Obeisance at the holy feet of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peethadhipati

Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya
Obeisance to Gurus
Obeisance to Sri Chandramouliswara and Sri Maha Tripurasundari
The divine town of Kanchipuram is an ornament to all the auspicious worlds; it is adored by the
thirtythree crores of Devatas; the visible abode of Sri Kamakshi Devi and Sri Ekamranatha, also of
Sri Mahadevi and Sri Hastigirinatha; and named as Satyavrata. Here in Sarada Matham are
seated Srimad Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharyavarya Sri Jagadguru Srimad Sankara
Bhagavatpadacharya, who is surrounded by wise persons immersed in the bliss of garlands of
words like streams of nectar, of unparalleled sweetness, dripping from garland of blooming
jasmine at the crown of Devi seated in Kamalasana; who is ever in the bliss of the realisation of
Advaita; who is ever high, with the ornaments of the virtues of self-control of body and mind; who
is decorated with the fame from installation of Srichakra, which bestows stability to all the chakras
of worlds; who established Shanmatha (six philosophies of six Devatas for worship) on the path
laid down by Veda and Vedanta, thus clearing the path free of the thorns of non-believers of
Vedas; coronated in his throne are Jagadguru Srimad Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Sripada;
his disciple Srimad Jayendra Saraswathi Sripada; his successive disciple Srimad Sankara
Vijayendra Saraswathi Sripada. At the lotus feet of these Gurus we prostrate with all humility, with
folded hands.
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1. Teachings of Sri Kanchi Mahaswamiqgal

From ‘Voice of God’ (Deivattin Kural) - Part 6:

"IaT Maaeiaar agied HHeads A"

The first priority is ‘Karmanushthanam’, performance of Karmas without violating instructions of
Sastras. Nowadays ‘Advaita’ is interpreted as abdication of Karmanushthanam and of rules of
achara (conduct). They interpret ‘Advaita’ as free licence to escape the rules of achara (conduct)
and to advise ‘conservatives’ like me on ‘What is there in all this ritual and conduct’! It is found in
practice that without even a little bit of Advaita experience, Jiva-Brahma Abheda (non-
difference) experience, and without making any effort in that direction, people argue vainly
and say “Where is Karma for Atma? Where is Achara (conduct) restriction? Is observance
of Varnasrama difference not opposed to Advaita?” This is nothing but invoking Advaita in a
wrong way to justify abandoning Sastras and acting as you like. In order to avoid becoming party
to this sin, | refrained from lecturing about Advaita. Let nobody take Advaita Sadhana (effort) as
something to be seriously taken up immediately. In the depth of your mind, keep the principle that
Jiva and Brahman are one and the same; it will work. What you should practise now is
performance of Karmas laid down in Sastras. In the Advaita sastra experienced and taught by
masters, you are advised to take up Vedic karmas first and after attaining perfection there, to
move on to Advaita Sadhana. In Vivekachudamani Adi Sankara teaches that the bondage of

samsara will be got rid of only through this method.

AT TTHAET TAATH AL TE T |

IETs: THTEART avd SHTAATe: || (150)
“If one, who is convinced of Vedas being the sole authority, is engaged in performance of duties

assigned to him therein, his mind will become purified. For him, whose intellect is thus purified, the

experience of Paramatma will occur; thereby the roots of samsara will be destroyed.”

Let us follow this good path shown by our ancestors and attain the fruit of our birth. This path can
be termed as ‘Single file path’. Sri Bhagavatpada calls this path TTSTH KB ‘Rajamarga’ (the royal

way) and teaches this firmly.

From ‘Voice of God’ (Deivattin Kural) - Part 2:
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Grihashasrama (householdership) is called ‘lllaram’ in Tamil; Griham is ‘i’ (home). Tamil scholars
have also glorified Grihasthasrama as in Dharma Sastras, saying ‘lllaramalladu Nallaramalla’
(position other than householder is not good dharma). The housewife is called ‘Grihini’. This

means she administers the home. She is called in Tamil ‘lllattarasi’, ‘Manaivi and ‘Manaiyal’.

Agni karma is the most important for Vedic religion. Aupasanam means related to Upasana
(worship). Aupasanam is the Agni karma prescribed for all Hindus in Veda; it is for all castes. |

criticise brahmana for having fallen. I pull him to the Vedic path.

Aupasanam is the karma common to both husband and wife. When the husband is out of station,
it is the wife who has to offer the Akshata for Homam in the Aupasanagni. Veda has given her this
right. Can women give up their right?

There is a lot of Agni at home — for food preparation, for hot water for bath! Should we allow the
Agni, which was the witness for the marriage, to be put off without Aupasanam? If Aupasanagni is
kept up, problems from goblins, ghosts etc. and diseases will not come near us. It is only due to
the absence of Aupasanagni that even in brahmanas’ homes, tapping with neam leaves, tapping
with stick, blowing in mosque, praying to me etc. (to ward off difficulties) are common. If Agni
shines in every brahmana’s house and the fragrance of ghee, milk and Havis added in the Agni as
per Sastras wafts in the air, good health and high thoughts will be attained by people of all castes.

Aupasana Agni should be kept up throughout one’s life without getting extinguished.

One should not look for differences between Grihya karmas and Sroutha karmas. As per

Sanatana Dharma, now known as Hinduism, both these should be protected as two eyes.

The daily routine prescribed by Sastra for brahmana should be followed. The schedule is tight;
there is no respite even for a second. Though it was brahmanas who wrote the Sastras and
protected them, they have not prescribed a lazy routine for themselves. They have laid down rules
of heavy physical work as well as mental involvement such that there is no chance for the mind to
waver on extraneous matters. Where there is a will, there is a way. On return from office in the
evening, karmas can be done as per Sastras. On holidays, all karmas can be completed
comfortably. During periods of shift duty, rituals should be done as far as possible. There should
be regret at not being able to perform karmas. There should be eagerness to do karmas.
Even that has some value. The compassionate Lord will not ignore that. Instead of regretting
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retirement from job, one should welcome retirement so that rituals can be performed properly.
One in a lakh of people can still be found, who, after retirement, studies Veda and performs
karmas properly. All efforts should be made to avoid discontinuance of our karmas, which have
come down to us from times more ancient than any religion in the world. It will generate benefits

for us as well as for the entire world.

The very root of our Sanatana Dharma or Hinduism is the Achara (conduct) and daily
observance of karmas of the individual. It is not an exaggeration to say that the reason for the
unity of Hindus without any special propagation is the individual’s daily observance of karmas.
This is the truth. The purpose of emphasising the need for everyone to perform his daily karmas is

that the human birth should not go waste.

Note: Sri Kanchi Acharya Sri Mahaswamigal’s teachings in Tamil were compiled by Brahmasri
Ra.Ganapathi in ‘Deivattin Kural — 7 volumes. These volumes are available also in English and
various other Indian languages. Brahmanas should read at least the second part definitely. They
will then understand the greatness of performing Svadharma; they will be driven to perform the

same.

Page 14 of 117



2. Description of Bharata Desa in Agni Puranam

Description of Bharatavarsha in Agni Purana, chapter 118 (Karma, Gnana Bhumi — Land of

Karma and Gnana):

DL I

ST TAAEET AT ZeT0 |

¢ qq AT A7 FFETgeaegad |
FHYATT FHTas 7 Tosard |
Heeal HT: qg]: LRAT 2999 d: |
fareTs T gamEgaaaar: |
SRGIT: FHEH TV THETHT |
ANTGITETT | T AT e aTau: |
S q TAHEAUT ZIT: AREA: |
TTSTATAT HEHATIO G 15T ZFEror<rd |
TAHET ATLAET HETHISTTA: |l
ToheTaT TaATETd T[T Heaq: |
A A @R AT areqT |
fareaTsar THaT=IT: ¥ aEaTEqTdT TAITCorE |
TraTady T FEorEuiashEa T |
TAATT FAATATATE A THTT HgwwlT: |
FHTLET: JIhAAl TRHTRE g A TTaT |
TS FeaTgTATeT<eTeT: feuar: |
EUES

He [N Sl ATRATY AT AETELTIEH ATTARTSETTT: |

In Atmapurana by Srimad Sankarananda Saraswathi Swamigal:

AT:) OTT AT FEHTeT T g WH |
HIY 9T a9 TRTHIEE @ |

IEEIRCIRIR RS S I G EE e GEAR G|
“After being born in Bharatadesa as a human being, the rare birth bestowing comfortably Svarga

and Moksha, it is condemnable that you have come back to Naraka.”

The greatness of Bharatadesa has been described in many Puranas.
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3. Greatness of Bharata Desa — Foreign Scholars

From Collected Works of Rt.Hon.F.Maxmuller

India — What it can teach us

| should point to India

1) If | were to look over the whole world to find out the country richly endowed with all the wealth,
power and beauty that nature can bestow in some parts, the very paradise on earth, | SHOULD
POINT TO INDIA.

2) If | were asked under what sky he human mind has most freely developed some of its choicest
gifts, has most deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life and has found solutions of some
of them, which will deserve the attention even of those who have asked Plato and Kant, |
SHOULD POINT TO INDIA.

3) And if | were to ask myself from what literature we here in Europe, we, who have been nurtured
almost exclusively on the thoughts of Greeks and Romans and of one Semitic race the Jewish,
may draw that corrective, which is most wanted in order to make our inner life more perfect, more
comprehensive, more universal, in fact, more lively, human - a life not for this life only, but a
transfigured and eternal life - again | SHOULD POINT TO INDIA.

4) That very Sanskrit, the study of which may at first seem so tedious to you, and so useless, if
only you will carry it on, as you may carry it on here at CAMBRIDGE better than anywhere else,
open before you large layers of literature, as yet almost unknown and unexplored, and allow you
an insight into strata of thought deeper than any you have known before and rich in lessons that
appeal to the deepest sympathies of the human heart. India occupies a place second to no other
country.

5) Whatever sphere of the human mind you may select for your special study, whether it be
Language or Religion or Mythology or Philosophy, whether it be Laws or Customs, Primitive Art or
Primitive Science, everywhere You have to go to INDIA, whether you like it or not, because
some of the most valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man are TREASURED
UP IN INDIA and “IN INDIA ONLY”.

6) In the whole world there is no study so beneficial and elevating as that of upanishads. It has
been the solace of my life. It will be solace of my death also. A true paradise on earth, | would

designate India under which sky the human mind has been developed. | would designate India,
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from which literature we need most to render our inner life more perfect, more comprehensive,

more universal.

Dr.Annie Besant’s Sayings:

Make no mistake, without Hinduism India has no future. Hinduism is the soil into which India’s
roots are struck, and, tornout of that, she will inevitably wither, as a tree torn out from its place.
And if Hindus do not maintain Hinduism, who shall save it? If India’s own children do not cling to
her faith, who shall guard it? INDIA ALONE CAN SAVE INDIA, AND INDIA AND HINDUISM ARE
ONE.

Warren Hastings (Ex Governor General of India) thus speaks of the Hindus in general.
(Introduction to the Jaiminiya Nyayamala Visthara — Edited by Theoder Goid Stucker. London
Edition 1878).

They (Hindus) are gentle and benevolent, more susceptible of gratitude for kindness shown to
them, and less prompted to vengeance for wrongs inflicted than any people on the face of the
earth, faithful, affectionate, submissive to legal authority.

Europe has also profited by this revival of the study of Sanskrit.
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4. The emotional connect between Agnihotri and Agni Bhagavan —

Nerur Vidvan Nityagnihotri Sri Ramana Sarma

1) In many places in the Vedas the emotional connect between Agnihotris and Agni Bhagavan,

whom they worship, has been indicated. For instance,

"TET ATAT FATH T T@T A& SATASTH AU ST (7.5 9/2/%)

It says: “You are his friend and you protect him, who worships you always.’

2) In Apastamba Sroutha Sutras, while referring to the occasion when Agnihotri leaves Agni (in his
wife’s care), goes out of station and returns home, the emotional connect between him and Agni is
shown. Just as there are emotions when when one returns home from an outstation trip and
meets a very dear relative, similar emotions are referred here.

" e HEICATT S AT | Saad SUTasd” (T A1.9. /%)

At the time when the Agnihotri is leaving his home, he asks his disciples to keep the Agni burning.

He prays to the Agnis.

"I T4 T, AT AT AT, ATSEATR [ALRTHIE ScATgad I

He entreats Ahavaniya Agni to protect the cows and animals in his home till he returns. Similarly
he implores Garhapatya Agni to take good care of the children and Dakshinagni to protect the

food.

"SISTT AT 79 qTig a7 A7 97T SSEATE ARG S e acdH | 35 97 &7 qTfg a=r T

. c o o o .
ATSEAT TR, ST AT=H | eq<rit [ STt SAT AT fH=ma=or e Mo
AT | AT ATAEaT AT ATHTEA] SATSEATeh AL NTH I

He stands between the Agnis and prays to Mitra- Varuna and Poosha to take care of the house.
All this is like requesting the elders in the family to take care of the young wife and the children in

his absence.

3) Before leaving the home, the Agnihotri chants a mantra, which is like addressing a friend.

"HH AT TAH STaaE:” 3eqF g (4.8, 2/4/2 0)
Just as one would consider his friend as his substitute at home and allow him to use his clothes

etc., he talks to Agni:
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"HH ATH JAH STada: [T 77d7 7 gy |

aq @ fafg T9Y o1 Ag-UdT:, aare A1 ferazror |

“‘May my name, which my parents gave me at birth, be yours till | return. | shall carry your name.
(That is, may visitors, who come looking for me in my absence, pay respects to you; when people
refer to me in the new place, they will call me Aahitagni with your name.) When the Agnihotri

returns, he says the mantra:

"OH 9T 99 F SiTader 999t 39 faamr T =930 |

AT & St ad TAY & i q9m@e e

“‘We exchanged our names earlier just like clothes. Now that | have returned, let us get back to our

normal state.”

4) During the period he is away, at all Agnihotram times, the Agnihotri should prostrate in the
direction of the Agnis in his home and pray:

“ T AT TAGRITHE: S Ied T Sqid | Tgd 9 O 9at a1 9, I
AT AET fora T | O |7 F=aHq AT TEHI, STt af SEamonaidsd” i |

‘While | am here, | bear you with my life-breath, speech and mind. While | am separated from you,

may my life-breath not leave me. | pray to you through the all-pervasive Vaisvanara Jyoti.
(Vaisvanara Jyoti is the light present everywhere, or the light present in all human beings, or the
Agni in one’s belly).” Just as one says he feels like losing his life-breath in separation from his dear
one, the Agnihotri feels similar emotion. In Srimad Ramayanam, the high-souled Hanuman says

about Sita and Rama:

“STEAT AT HAEQeA a&d ATET IAT8a¥ | a9d T o gHcHT Fgadaid stard”

‘Because this Devi’s mind is with Rama and Rama’s mind with her, they both are able to live at
least for a short time.” By use of the words, ‘with life-breath, speech and mind’, this kind of close

relationship is referred. Is this not the emotion between the husband and wife?

5) Further the emotion of looking at Agni like a child on the Agnihotri’s return is also expressed by
Apastamba. He says:

“HTHer: Feal TATT | TAT § AT 3d Oa NaEE Tt arcddgaTudd 9
TATETA T | & STHeAT TSI AT AZL Uid T T [AFT A Ufd | G1g% a3 30
[EEIRCE
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“Agnihotri should carry ‘Samit’ (sacrificial faggots). Just as children expect their father to bring
some eatables and run up to him, the Agnis expect the Aahitagni to fetch Samit and run up.

Hence the Aahitagni should bring wooden blocks or pieces. This is similar.”

6) Respect higher than what is shown to king, father and Acharya is also accorded to Agni. While
departing from home, the Aahitagni takes leave of everybody and finally the Agnis in the Agnisala.
Till the time the roof of Agnisala is visible during the time he walks away, he should not speak to
anyone. Similarly when he returns home, from the time the roof of Agnisala becomes visible, he
should refrain from speaking to anyone. At this time even if the king, father or Acharya comes, he

should not speak to them. Only after worshipping Agni, he should speak to them.

TS U TSI T9AT =TT a7 Sea<or sl ST Saasl 998 feaq” i |

7) While praying to Agni on his return, the Agnihotri takes back the responsibility of children etc.
from Agni, just as one would resume his duty of looking after wife etc. from elders. He says the

mantra:

“ISTT & T SSE:, O | qAalg S TMedcdH, 3« § JEANET: a0 Halgsdrargradadd,

T H AT a1 | g cArgadiaq |
The ninefold bhakti, which is famous in the world between the devotee and the Lord, is there

hidden in Veda. That bhakti is mentioned between the Aahitagni and the Agni he worships.
Sri Ramana Sarma

Agniswara kshetram, Nerur

Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra Sannidhi
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5. Verses of Meditation and Prayer to Agni

The following verses of meditation and prayer to Agni are found in the book of Mantra Sastra titled
‘Sri Sarada Tilakam’ written by Sri Lakshmana Desikendra.

TT orf<h EATeaaTHi i STEEs gmaed STaTa |

HTHeT TIrEE e earag R agwiter serf | ?

1. Agni Bhagavan should be meditated upon as: holding in his four long hands the signs of boon,
Sakti, Swastika and freedom from fear (abhaya); with splendour of java flower (China rose); with

ornaments of gold; seated on lotus flower; having three eyes; with tresses tied on the head.

ST h- AU H - e - a A TA S Haq

SATATLI-ST e Ta- A 1ol GYFATLFH |
grfchea eas THHY TIET T FATHEaT
ST rga-ateya-Faas TRt b= 3

2. | pray to Agni Bhagavan who: has golden garlands on shoulders; is decorated with red coloured

garlands and sandal paste; is with brilliant tresses on head; is dressed in white; has in his hands
Sakti, Swastika, handful of darbha grass, rosary of beads, ladles ‘sruk’ and ‘sruvam’ used in

oblations, and signs of abhaya and boon; is with three adorable eyes; is brilliant in red.

TATSFAA AT (AT BRI ASTH T2 |

FAMRALTTITI ST TG ThAL G U0 || 3

T fRefteof fras =gk awaa |

Fegeard T AT ey 79 | ¥

AT T HET9h TaFHTHTEF |

FHTeA LS TEITH AT e HIKH | 4 (Sri Ganeswara Vimarsini)
T AT FTHIT T A |

2ad = Qg+l | 11 fae: yHiaq | %

C - (@nN ENY
SETIUT T[S (e STl SIg[oTT g |

FE[ A Teaed S[HH FHTEAT | @ (Srimad Bhagavad Gita 4:24)
AHES AT THET ey |

TH AT Hgraer 41 99: || %

FTUSGATTATATT FHAZ[EAE AT |

EAN IR &qTT LT T/ 79 | 2

S0 Medcard s aferoma |
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[REIRIFERIRIERIE LI il o

THAAT=A Haa ATEATSA 9T |

Four fareurt gefieher argad qHsEq d I 99

ST | 77 A0 @+ 94T |

ISaAT 9T FaTaqsecans g 47 |l 9% (Atma Puranam: 589)

AAATS AT TASITFARTHH |

TATET T4 THI dva Js7aq g | 93

T FAT FIHAS TRGATSATRAT AigdH |

Iq ThAeaoY STded < ng HWHH\ I ¢ (Sri Sivamahimakalika Stotra by
Sri Appayya Dikshitar)

IS THETHI Te g AT |

T A deated TEH TATHA TH: | 94

=TT T FTHIT TG 7

A o [AGTHT T8 AT 79 | 9 % (Sri Bhishma Stavarajam: 42,43)

EIIGIEICIRIR IR R Ea e Gl

AN TAATUETEH T T9: | 2

TNTETE THEHT TaaTaaIg |

TITH TRT0ATST 37 AHE O 9 ¢ (Anusmriti: 30)
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6. Some Rigveda Agni Sukta Mantras

Rigveda is divided into eight Ashtakas or ten Mandalas. The following Suktas there have been
grouped together as Agni Suktas:

1. Paruchchepa’s 127 Suktas in Mandala 1

2. Parasara’s Suktas (65-73) in Mandala 1

3. Bharavaja’s 16 Suktas in Mandala 6

4. Gritsamada’s 10 Suktas in Mandala 2

A few of the Agni Suktas are given below for contemplation. By knowing the meaning of the Veda

mantras, there will be eagerness to learn the Veda from a Guru.

Paruchchepa’s Agni Suktas
1. i gEam....... ATEETSSS[EaT= e |HW: | (2.1.12.1)

| meditate on Agni Bhagavan, who is called by Dikshitas (who perform yagnas), who gives things

away liberally, who is capable of destroying everything created and who knows all. Agni Bhagavan

shines with brilliant flame.

2. HATARE @A ... T 9TFAT | (2.1.13.1)
O Agni Bhagavan, you are visible to our eyes. Please bless us by bringing the wealth of Devas

and giving us. O Agni Deva, glorious one, in response to our hymns of praise, please grow strong
and bring all strength and valour and bless us.

Gritsamada’s J[cHH<: Agni Suktas

3. @ HY ST G0 ... TANTSIL: | (2.5.17.4)
O Agni Deva, you are also Varuna, who possesses the processes for doing all acts. You are also

Mitra, who has great power and is loved by all. You are also Aryama. You are the owner of all
things. All the pleasure in the world is with you. O Lord, you are also Amsa, who give us our share
of Gnana.

4, @HY AL AT ITEATY: |l (2.5.18.9)

People worship you with yagas like they would their father. You complete their acts well. You
shine brilliantly with your own light. People worship you and pray to you to be their brother. You

are also son for one who worships you. Being his friend, you protect him from his enemy’s cruelty.
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It is to be noted that in this mantra, Agni Bhagavan acts as a father, son and friend to one

who worships him and blesses him at various times accordingly.

5. @9 g9 IqH......... e 1 (2.5.19.12)

O Agni Deva, while we worship you well during yagas and every day Homas, you represent the
high growth of our life. In your wholesome sight, all beauties and glories are there. In your
attractive colour also, your beauty and glory are seen. O immeasurably great one, you are the
whole, who guides and takes us to the last destination of our path. You are also the accumulated
wealth spread in all directions.

6. AT YT ATAAGHATH ........ FoAY U Il (2.5.20.1)

Agni Bhagavan knows everything that takes birth. May we grow him by performing yagas.
Worship him by offering Havis etc. in yagas and chanting Veda mantras loudly. Agni Bhagavan is
a very happy Deva. He is the male in Suryaloka; he is the priest Hota, who calls all Devas to
yagas. Worship Agni Bhagavan, who drives the chariot and protects the Devas. Obtain his

blessing easily.

7. EASHE Fd .. FTET THH 1l (2.5.26.1)

Agni Bhagavan is born for our sake as a good natured priest who calls Devas to yagas. He is born
as the father of our fathers in order to protect them. May we perform yagas through his grace and

succeed in getting the power to obtain wealth and subdue the mind, which runs fast.

Bharadwaja’s Agni Suktas
8. TS IaEd AHAT.....d L0~ € || (4.4.35.4)
O Agni Bhagavan, those, who take refuge in you and proceed to divine realms, seek out and

obtain the Gnana which gets your grace to them. They obtained the divine Gnana with no blemish.

They had your divine yaga names in mind and were happy to see your auspicious form.

9. IR TFT.... TS & Il (4.4.36.13)

O king, Agnideva, May | enjoy in many ways the manifold wealth through you and your privilege
as the king of wealth. O Agni Bhagavan, who is extolled in many ways; o king, there is a lot of

wealth with you for your worshipper, who adores you.
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10.  FIHLT TE.......qqIIH || (4.5.1.5)

O Agnideva, the dying person attains the way of giving Samit and the sharpness of your strength.

He then grows his house (body), which grows in many branches and is a hundred years old.

11, TaeuidfE adaet aew aafgangdiT: | (4.5.12.7)

Destroy our enemy and make him run away broken. Grow the mantras which make you visible.
May we attain the strength of the valorous and live a hundred years happily.

12. AT AT HAT ........ FRATEH I (4.5.16.1)

The dying person thinks deeply and happily about service to Agni and meditating on him and
shines brightly and attains greatness. He gets the motivation to remain secure.

13. TS BT ..., TFaSeaga: |l (4.5.16.5)

Agni Bhagavan is the Lord, who rescues the dying person from his shackles by his intellect. The

wealth of Agni Bhagavan is powerful. His wealth has not been surrounded and attacked by

enemies.

14, FIHAT TBA ... orET g forertfer (4.5.20.19)

O Agnideva, the lord of householders! We grew your form by giving oblations with Samit. Bless
such that the Grihastha’s acts are performed continuously without break. Make us completely wise

with your sharp brilliance.

15. o1 3 AT(g AqF JUIHT gAY |
& grar wfcg afgi | (Sama Samhita 1.1)

O Agni Bhagavan, come for a new beginning. Being worshipped through the Veda mantras we
chant, accept our oblations. Come for receiving the oblations. Fulfiller of our prayers! Sit down on

the sacred seat of darbha grass on the altar of yaga and bless us.

16. o 7 TTE[FH:....... TEUTERT | (4.5.26.30)

O Bhagavan who knows all births, save us from evil deeds and the acts of those who cause

danger. Perceiver of the import of mantras! Save us and bless us.

17, AT AT AT 1T AT HAT ALTH ITATA TEATH: TR || (4.5.27.31)

O Agnideva, save us from evils of evil-mongers, which will make us suffer.
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7. Greatness of Human birth and Brahmanas’ importance and duty —

Ancient Tamil and Samskrit Works

In ‘Sivapuranam dedicated by Sri Manikkavachka Swamigal to Sri Atmanatha of
Tirupperundurai (Avudaiyarkoil), he says: “I have taken crores of births — grass, worm, tree, many
classes of animals, birds, snakes, stone, human being, ghost, goblin, asura, ascetic, Deva — in

this world of moving and non-moving objects. O Siva, | have taken all births and | am tired.”

In ‘Tiruvammanai’ sung by him in Tiruvannamalai, in the 14™ song, he says that Siva blessed him
with thirst for God’s grace in this human birth, obtained after crores of births. He repeats that
human birth is a very high birth.

Sri Thayumanava Swamigal has sung in ‘Siddhar Ganam’: “Of innumerable births, human birth
is the rarest indeed. If this birth is missed, what will be the next, | do not know.”

All great sages speak of the greatness of human birth.

Avvaiyar, the great Tamil woman saint, says by way of reply to the question put by Sri Muruga
(Subrahmanya): “In response to your question as to which is rare, O Subrahmanya, | say human
birth is rare. Even as human, it is rare to be born without disabilities like blindness, deafness,
hunchback etc. Rarer is to receive knowledge and education. Still rarer is to give charity and

engage in penance. If we do charity and engage in penance, the realm of Devas will open.”

Prahlada speaks to Asura children in Srimad Bhagavatham, Skandha 7, chapter 6:

FIATL AT GHIA ANEATE |

gAH AT S0 qeTe[aidad |
‘Human birth is rare indeed. It is unstable, but purposeful. Hence in young age itself a wise

person should practise dharmas leading to attainment of Bhagavan.”

Sri Jagadguru Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya, incarnation of Parameswara, says in his book

‘Viveka Chudamani’:

ST ST H g Ha: Teed qat fasar |
TEATE-AfahgHaRTaar faga-aeara< |
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ATCHTATHTCH- A= TaqHat STt giedfd: |

AR kST oy el TUATEAT THId

“Of all births, human birth is difficult to get; rarer is birth as male and that too as brahmana, well
versed in Vedas. Hence it is essential to practise the path of dharma (Pravritti and Nivritti) as laid
down in Vedas and to attain mastery in that field. Then one should practise discrimination
between Atma and non-Atma, leading finally to establishment in the state of Brahman, this is not

attainable without the merit acquired in hundreds of crores of births.”

AW ATRIA] AT UgaqHhd |
AT cd HHEcd HITaua=y: ||

“The quality of a good human being, insatiable desire for Liberation and refuge in great masters —

these three are difficult of attainment; they are attainable only with Bhagavan’s grace.”

AT FHATAA AL FoAH
[enN 3 + [enN C
T gFcd aaTeaei= e |
T: TATHTFA T Taq gl

T el & AfHgraage |
“Having attained human birth somehow, and that too birth as male and mastery of Vedas, if one,

being of foolish intellect, does not strive for his own Mukti, he verily kills himself, clinging to unreal

things.”

T WA ed JETcHT Teq TaTe THT |
AN AT 38 I AT 9re+ |
“Having got human birth and that too as male, if a foolish person is negligent in attaining the final

purpose, who is more foolish than him?

Saint Tirumular in his ‘Tirumandiram’ says on the greatness of brahmanas:
“There is no dharma greater than Veda. Wise men learnt and chanted Vedas, performed all
dharmas laid down in Vedas, and attained Mukti. (51)
Through the Ahutis (oblations) of brahmanas in Agni, the upper worlds, the earth, quarters and
Devas of quarters — all of them get energised. (214)
Brahmanas, who perform the prescribed six duties, worship Agni and perform rites during the
three specified times every day. They stick to their routine and chant the six Angas of Veda.
(The six duties of brahmana are: study and teaching of Veda, performing and guiding performance
of yagas, and giving and receiving Danam. The six Vedangas are: Siksha, Chandas, Nirukta,
Vyakarana, Kalpa and Jyotisha). (224)
Brahmanas chant Gayatri mantra out of love of the world and go beyond Maya. (227)
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Our ancestors have thus emphasised in their works the greatness of birth as human being and
there too the rarity of birth as brahmana. Masters have shown the way for brahmana to attain in

this birth itself the state of no rebirth.

In Srimad Bhagavatham, Skandha 7, chapter 14, Dharmaputra asks Narada: “O Maharshi!
Please teach me the dharma which should be followed by a Grihastha like me for attaining

Moksham.” Narada taught him the dharmas:

TETAATEAAT TSR AT: Fa-Tgii=dT: |
AT ATV ATEATTTHIT HETAT I
ST AT AT -AeagH |
HFIATI-faa IS [ IIF |
TE[TCHATSTERTIIRIT: HaT: T |
ESUEELACIECIEIV R ENECIDEGE]
TEUSATTY TTsTvg T S0 &g |
TIET Fa=raT ot g 99 geEaqH |

“O king, Grihastha should perform duties of his Asrama, dedicate all his acts to Bhagavan Sri

Vasudeva and worship great Munis. With the wealth he earns through his proper occupations, he
should perform yagnas of Devas, Rishis, humans, other beings and Pitrus, and Atma (Iswara in
oneself) every day separately and worship the Lord. In case he has the necessary riches, age etc.
for performing yagas, he should perform yagas, Agnihotram etc. O best among kings! Brahmana
is the best among humans, as he has austerity, knowledge and contentment and thus holds Veda,

the very body of Hari.”

In Sri Vishnu Puranam written by Sri Parasara Maharishi, Yamagita contains the teaching of

Yama Dharmaraja to Yamadutas. He says:

T Fara fRsratgdar 7 |

“The true devotee of Vishnu will not swerve from his asrama dharmas. He will perform them for
the pleasure of Bhagavan” (Amsam 3, chapter 7, verse 20).

FUTTTHTATLAAT TEUT I THI |
o eTead et AT T T | Q

ASTAATASTCAT ST ST |

Aemeartrgaecay Fasat Tat g %0
TEATCHTATATAT TR T ST |
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STEAT AR H ST | 22
(ATEIOT:) FALH AL AT A ¢
AUTTRY T THIATEHTHT T |

CESEEERRERICIRE RIS Rl 9%

e G’%'JI-‘?'J:'i-aGII"L-*’{SIH“qIEQI‘J-CI(“I(I |

ERICEIRCIFC R RIE N PRI 32
STAH AT TATEATH-TAAT TSATATAH | ’-%
AT -T A THET FTcaeaA T S |

ST SThTeqEu sty TR | ’-90

AT B IAEA RIS |

ToreaT aferTeT™ = aeqaeg q4ET | 3-¢
One, who performs duries of his varna and asrama, and none else, pleases Vishnu. Every day

brahmana should do Agni Upasana, yagas, Pitru yagnam, Vedic study, Danam, hospitality to
guests, Vaisvadevam etc.; he attains to meritorious worlds.”

Varnasrama dharmas have thus been emphasised in many ways; Agni Upasana has been
mentioned as important. The impurities in mind should be removed by doing karmas laid down in
Vedas for the pleasure of Bhagavan. Hence in the sankalpa said at the beginning of karmas every

day, the masters have laid down:

HH T 9HET G I #Taaqsay e |

“for the pleasure of Sri Parameswara through the removal of all the sins earned by me”. Similarly

at the close of the karma we say:

FTAT AT TG exda] JEEATHAT AT T TTATAT |

- . =W
llH defcdnel YLeH Y14 1d W@Tﬁ' Il
‘I dedicate to Narayana all the karmas performed by me through the body, speech, mind, sense

organs, intellect, ego or natural inclination.” There is also a prayer for forgiveness of all defects

committed during performance of karma:

fareRtfeegaT=Tior gaaTaTer<Tior = |

(e T e

AT ATTA R &7He T 97 ||

When we look at various Puranas, it is clear that 18 Puranas, 18 Upapuranas, many kshetra

stories etc. have come down to us by way of narration by Suta Pouranika to Rishis like Sounaka
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during yagas performed over many, many years in Naimisaranyam. Thus karmas do not exist
without invoking Bhagavan. Our Kanchi Mahaswamigal calls our Sanatana Dharma as ‘Single file

path’. The following Rigveda mantra was cited for this purpose:

g TAHT: 9 gead: dd: 98 THT U T8 <=AT: |

AT TeATAG LT &R SeaTal 9y 7247 3 7 TeHIA |

Here the phrase ‘Purvesham pantham’ (on the way shown by our ancestors) should be noted. If
we perform the Asrama karmas laid down in Vedas as an effective instrument for attaining Gnana,
following the path of our ancestors and with due dedication to Iswara, the mind will be rid of

impurities; and Bhagavan will shine in the cleansed mind like the reflection in a clean mirror.

In Vivekachudamani Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya says: (R AsH FH - “Karma is

performed for purifying the mind.” This is elaborated in Upadesa Panchakam (or Sopana

Panchakam):

-~ o o : o (o o
a1 Meaaeftat agfed Faeadsaang
e fEetEar-aaf=ia: w e afaeasaam

One should study the Vedic Sakha (branch) of his lineage and perform the karmas laid down

therein with no desire for fruit and with dedication to Iswara. That is the Puja for Iswara. Even if we
do not expect the fruit, Bhagavan does bless us with the fruit of karmas. Whether we have desire
for fruit while performing karma, or not, the effort is the same. But if we perform the karmas with
no desire for fruit and with the attitude ‘this is the order of Vedamatha; | do this as dedication to
Iswara’, and if we say so, Bhagavan grants us in addition the great fruit of purity of mind. This is

the royal Vedic path shown by our ancestors.

In Tatvopadesa, a Prakarana grantha, Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya says:

U TAHTAT-T-SA T 0T -Hg [ |

S T-qUg e o -Ag] (A g TEaH: |
“One, who conducts himself according to the rules of varna and asrama, gathers great merit; he

knows Brahman by Iswara’s grace; he is the greatest Guru.” In Svarupanusandhanam, Sri
Acharya begins by saying: SRIPEEGHERE QIET{EQ': - “One whose intellect is purified by

penance, yagna, Danam etc. In Aparokshanubhuti, he says:

TAAUITAHLHT TIET AT |
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AL T GHT aXdTie Iqea 9

“By performing the penance of one’s own varna and asrama dharma and by meditating on Hari,
man gets the four main instruments of Gnana, viz. dispassion etc.” In Sarvavedantasiddhanta

Sarasangraham, Sri Acharya says:

Fied EAT=d HH TIT MG ol |
“One should do karma suited to his varna and asrama, if he wishes to ascend yoga.”

foreT-HTerm=-ardaar diaied SArEagH e |

AT I SsETa aaied qoat: ||
“The wise say that the food of those of good conduct, worship of Iswara, pilgrimage to holy places,

commitment to control of sense organs, and following the rules of control of mind help in

happiness and clarity of mind.”

In Brahmasutra Bhashyam, Sri Acharya says in ‘R‘HTQIHQEBIUIH\, in the commentary for the

Sutra TATEATEITOMET (3.4.2.20), “FATHA-TATRI-FHAAIS TAATAAN
“Srutis say that if people do not follow their karmas of varna and asrama, sin will result.”

In WW‘T@T(‘TF{ in the commentary for the Sutras ﬁfgdcqlalﬂHohHTm (32), Fl%‘ch‘lﬁ@’-r
= (33), FAAT T TATHATASITG (34), AATHTS o AT (35), he says:

“TEIAY]  TATRIEERRT  TATAT T Geha@vibig:  diehy ®HY  dehaed
fEEfcam sy =gdr 9afd | TETq IATI, ACTHEHAN 7 Faieq | S=magsroft A
Afea

“Hence the 48 Vedic samskaras (purificatory rituals) and karmas are instrumental in empowering

the person of mind purified thus, in obtaining Brahmavidya. It is certain that yagnas and other

karmas of asrama are indeed helpful in obtaining Brahmavidya.” He further says:

TFATATIRFH ATl ARTgRcaTe 7 |
T TATHIG AT €97 ST |
[ N o C
A ARgETS: M
Tq [\ 7 afesh ARG EATR aq HEATIT T |
STTAET Tkl dad e FHAHA: |

“The daily Vedic karmas like Agnihotram etc. should all be performed as prescribed asrama

dharmas; they also lead the performer to Gnana.” He says that this is indeed the purport of Sruti.
In Brahma Sutra Bhashya, in the third chapter, Sadhanadhyaya, he has theorised many such

principles.

Karmayoga established by Sri Krishna Paramatma (Srimad Bhagavadgita)
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While teaching Srimad Bhagavadgita to Arjuna, Sri Krishna Paramatma lets him into the secrets of
Brahmavidya and Jiva - Brahma unity. He then stresses that for the jiva to attain the state of
Brahman, he has to obtain the true knowledge of his self from Guru; prior to that, he has to
perform dharmas of his varna and asrama with the spirit of dedication to Iswara. While

commenting on the verse

JTaTY IS qaq: Hoediash |
qTaT JaY A< ST[ored asea: (2-46)

Sri Sankaracharya writes: dEHT]  9T% BICIEENEEARRIGE OhJ-TWI(@ljwcld Wﬂ@rif-

ST FH FHedoadq |

Before attaining Gnana, everyone should definitely perform his assigned karmas. Doing these
karmas and enjoying their fruit is like bathing in well, tank etc. Brahmagnana is like bathing in the
sea. Though Brahmagnana no doubt is the ultimate truth, purity of mind is a must in order to
experience it. That purity of mind will only come by karmayoga practised with dedication to

Bhagavan.

Bhagavan taught Brahmagnana in many ways to Arjuna; he said to him: “You are now not fit for
Gnanam; Do karmayoga; thereby your mind will get purified and you will become eligible for
Gnanayoga. You will then attain Gnana and supreme peace. If you resort to ego and decide not to
fight, it will be a wrong decision, as your kshatriya nature will goad you to karma. Kshatriya

svadharma involves fighting, isn’t it?

. N\ = o
JAGHTLHTHE T 7 T d HIH |

3w sraeTEE THtaear FHateata (18-59)

TR ey Ta: @t Hateatd |
In chapter 3, sloka 18, Gnani’'s characteristics are brought out; there Bhagavan tells Arjuna that he

is fit for karma alone and not Gnana as yet. While commenting on this, Sri Acharya says this

clearly in his commentary:

. o c . - o c
o UdIEHT 9o d: oI &TH 1 HR‘I‘GQﬁ' ERES|
“You are not in that position where water is abundant everywhere.”

7 2 g s ST fagerssd |
A A FH TqA: Thierr: | (3-5)

“None can remain without karma or thoughts even for a second, because one’s innate nature will

keep prodding him every second.”

(ora % %9 & FF SATAT FHAT: |
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AT = T T ITEEedTHA: || (3-8)

Sri Acharya’s commentary says that one who does karmas as taught by Sastras is superior to one
who does not do.

A e s ieey

IT FTEAT FHIT ATFA: FATT

FHE g AfefgATRIdr SHaed:| (3.20)

“Kings like Janaka and Asvapathi attained Liberation by doing karmas." They are known as
karmayogis.

FATEALHT AT: AT 8ard |

T e F: aReEt a TEg: | (18-47) (3.35)
FHGATATRHA T faforead | (5.2)

C ~ - C
Gil%\btﬂlﬂ"lﬁll‘l °h‘-|°h|<”|41‘°<’4<| Il (6.3)
“Svadharma, even if not well done, is more meritorious than another’s dharma, well done. To die

doing one’s svadharma is better; another’s dharma is fraught with fear.”
“‘Doing one’s karma as karmayoga is beter than abandoning karma.”

“For one, intent on Liberation, karma is said to be the cause for going higher.”

e aret 7T sgy aunia et 7

Sri Acharya in his commentary says about ‘Siddhim praaptah’

ot 9T AT S aH =T qoTETeS A exd T SIS gar et e s |
“One who performs his varnasrama dharma karmas and dedicates them to Iswara, thus gets His

grace and becomes eligible for steadiness in Gnana.”

TRATRITEATH: TAT [EHTAFET T 394 |
TTHATT AA: THTLTT T ATfcas: | (17-11)
“That yagna is Satvika, which is done as per Sastras and with the attitude that it must certainly be

done and without expectation of fruit.” Here by saying Zl'gal'f]%lﬁ, Bhagavan shows that yagna

has to be compulsorily performed.

Further Bhagavan says that his final teaching is as follows:

e o &

T I qT: FH T ATSH HAAT A |

‘Karmas like yagna, danam and penance (tapas) are never to be discarded, but should certainly
be performed.” T TATSH FTIHE. The reason is:

TAT I TS I AATIT |
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TATATS T FAIOT I HFeAT HATH o |
FaATIT 7 91 A2e qaqaae | (18-6)

“Yagna, danam and tapas are purifying for those, who do them as svadharma without expectation
of fruit and only for the pleasure of Iswara.”

‘It is my conclusive and best opinion that these karmas like yagna etc. should certainly be
performed, but with no regard for fruit and with no attachment.” The use of words ‘Nischitam’ and
‘Uttamam’ by Bhagavan here is to be noted. Brahmanas should perform yagnas and other
svadharma acts as karmayoga with the sole thought that these acts are laid down in Veda. These
are all Agni Upasana. That Agni Bhagavan gets pleased with these acts and grants all benefits is

our ancestors’ experience. Bhagavan further warns emphatically:

[ enNE e N C
T METATAH ST ddd hIHRTLT: |
7 7 et T 9@ 7 937 g |
TEAT=S T THTO o FTATRI A AT |
o e W C cN cN
ATAT MTEMAITATh S H hHETg[H |l
“One, who acts in violation of rules of Sastra and as per his own volition, will not attain either

fulfilment of desire, or happiness, or higher state. Therefore Sastra is your authority in deciding
whether an act is fit to be done or not done. Knowing the rules of Sastra, you should perform
karma in this world.” Here karmas for brahmanas as laid down in Sastra, which is Veda, are all

Agni Upasana.

It is the order of Veda that starting with Samidadhanam twice a day in Brahmacharya
asrama and continuing with Aupasanam (Agni Sandhanam as required), Vaisvadevam
(twice a day) etc. in Grihasthasrama, brahmana should go on with Nityagnihotram twice a

day after performing Agni Aadhanam, and perform Somayaga etc. as per one’s capacity.

Sri Sankaracharya says in his commentary on Taittiriya Upanishad, Sikshavalli, Anuvaka 4,

while writing on =S5 H1 freaeT: -

Arrratrsteataamrscorstoeaa=T aare: o o FAred F7 o ITTagagd, ey g B[E
ST || THT = T fa-

ST Q8T AT TIeT FH: |
TATSSETNTATET TITATHTTHTHTT | (Mahabharata) (12-196-8)
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“One should be Srikama, i.e. desirous of wealth; wealth for what purpose? For performing karmas
laid down in Veda with no desire for fruit. Doing such karmas will in due course result in sins being
driven away, vidya and Gnana increasing. This is like the reflected image in a mirror being clear,

once the dirt is removed.

Sri Sureswaracharya also says in his Vartikam of Taittiriya Upanishad:
AT ToaEde ATaedTdy FHY

AT =TT AAATEAS I TS | (.33 de . 9. ¢ 0-9%0)
MRS Toga e A TH || (T.3.3T% Jgq-2-2)

“For one, who is intensely keen on attainment of Moksha and who earnestly performs karmas

specified in Sruti and Smriti, the ancient Gnana of Rishis shines in him by itself and leads him to

Moksha. By performing the daily karmas, one’s mind gets purified.”

Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya thus in his Bhashyas and Prakarana Granthas has clearly
laid down that Yagna, Agnihotram etc. and other Asrama dharmas should be compulsorily
performed. The ordinary Grihastha should perform them as mandatory Asrama dharmas. The
grihastha, intent on Moksha, should perform them as instruments for Vidya. This he has

established with the authority of Sruti, leaving no doubt.

In Srimad Bhagavatham Sri Nrisimha Bhagavan teaches Prahlada:

AT AR AT STIHTT: T TG ATHTH A H |
qAY oA STHTI T5ed IR 9 w7 geat | (7-10-12)

“Listening lovingly to my stories and perceiving me in your Atma, perform yagnas with the spirit of

yoga, thus weakening your Prarabdha karma, and worship Iswara who resides in all beings as the

lord of yagnas.”

In Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavan teaches Karmayoga to Arjuna:

FHUAATIERTET AT Bl FaT= |

HT FHEASTHAT O TSNSEAFHI || (2:47)
TRTE: F% FAU TN AFeAT G |

e ffrgat: THT [T g9 T Z=4d || (2:48)
FTAT ATET AT FaA R ea a2 |
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T 1 FA(ed T4 FFATHLET |l (5:11)
T AT HG<h! TATSI JT T |

AT JFAaHTCHTT HaLw: || (9:34)
TeHAT 9 Hg<ht HATSH AT THEFE |
ATHASI g8 O Tiasr= FSaisH & 1 (18:65)

“You are duty bound to do karmas; do not claim right to fruit of karmas. Do not become a cause

for getting the fruit of karma; nor become attached to abandonment of karma.”

“‘Dhananjaya! Do karmas, established in yoga, without any attachment and retaining equanimity in
success and failure. Yoga is indeed equanimity.”

“Yogis do karma with their body, mind and intellect and sense organs, without any attachment and
only for cleansing the mind.”

“Set your mind on me; be my devotee; do yagas for me; worship me. With me as refuge, devoting
yourself to me, you will attain me.”

“Set your mind on me; be my devotee; do yagas for me; worship me. You will definitely attain me;
| promise you; you are dear to me.”

Sri Krishna Bhagavan thus teaches all of us through the medium of Arjuna that karmas should be

done with the spirit of dedication to Iswara.
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8. Poems in Sangakala Literature on Veda, Brahmanas and ‘Three Agnis’

Tamil Sangakalam (Sanga period) is said to be about 2300 years earlier from now. The Tamil
poets of Sangakalam have assembled poems composed by different poets in different places into
eight books, called “Ettuttohai” and ten books of poems called “Pattuppattu”.

The eight books of ‘Ettuttohai’ are:

1.Natrinai ~ 2.Kurunthohai  3.Ainkurunooru 4.Paditruppattu ~ 5.Paripadal  6.Kalittohai
7.Ahananooru 8.Purananooru.

The ten books of ‘Pattuppattu’ are:

1.Tirumurugatruppadai  2.Porunar Atruppadai  3.Sirupanatruppadai  4.Perum Panatruppadai
5.Mullaippattu 6.Maduraikkanchi 7.Nedunalvadai 8.Kurinjippattu 9.Pattinappalai
10.Malaipadukadam (Koottaratruppadai).

In Ainkurunooru, in the first chapter of ten poems, in the 4™ poem, the poet Oram Pogiyar
complements the Chera king. He says first that the enemies stand defeated. Defeat of enemies
strengthens the king; it is good for the country. With brahmanas (the poet uses the term ‘Parppar’,
which actually refers to brahmanas, who have vision of Bhagavan in their heart-cave) chanting the
Veda, the lifespan of the king grows. Let brahmanas chant Vedas and perform yagas.

In the 6™ poem, ‘Thozhi Kootruppattu’, the poet extols a place called Thenur in the Pandya
kingdom. He says that with brahmanas performing many yagas, the Agni makes the daytime more

brilliant.

‘Paripadal’ of Ettuttohai had 70 poems originally at the time of compiling it. Those were: in
praise of Vishnu- 8, Muruga- 31, Kotravai (Durga) -1, River Vaigai- 26; Madurai- 4. But we have
only 22 poems available now. In the 2" poem on Vishnu, the poet Keerandaiyar says:

“O Lord whose high flag has the red-mouthed Garuda! you are the substratum in the shining gem
and other materials. Your form and your food consist of the words of the lord of yaga uttered in the
Veda; the sacrificial animal tied to the sacrificial post (yupasthambha) in yagas, each higher than
the other; the brilliant flame from the Agni in the yaga, intensified by pouring ghee and other
Havis. Parimelazhagar's commentary explains that Bhagavan appears in the form of sculpture to
ordinary persons, as the flame in the yaga to brahmanas, in their minds to yogis and at all places

to Gnanis.
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In the 3" poem on Vishnu, the poet Kaduvanin Eyinanar praises Vishnu:

“You are the inscrutable import of the Veda; the substratum of the five elements.”

In the 10" poem on River Vaigai, poet Karumpillaippoodanar says:

“Some women rolled on the roller stone red coloured saffron liquid, pasty perfume mixes, camphor
etc. such that the desired intensity of the red colour, similar to the flame from the yaga Agni on
adding Havis, was achieved.” In another poem (3"), there is clear reference to brahmanas
protecting the sacred Veda.

In the 7" poem Madurai city is extolled by saying: “The people of the city of Madurai get up from
bed by hearing the sound of the chant of Vedas and not that of the cock as people in Vanji and

Uraiyur do.”

In the beginning of the prayer song in Kalittohai, it is said: “The Lord taught the sacred Veda with
the six Angas to brahmanas.” The six Angas (Shadangas), as noted earlier, are Nirukta, Jyotisha,
Vyakarana, Kalpa, Chandas and Siksha. The Tamil term ‘Andanar’ used for brahmanas means
those who have loving compassion. Nachchinarkkiniyar, the scholar, in his commentary, writes
that ‘Andanar’ actually means those who have realised ‘Antha’, i.e. Vedanta, vision of the Lord.

In the 3™ part of Kalittohai, viz. ‘Marudakkali’, it says: “Like the Veda-chanting brahmana, who
circumambulates the Agni with his bride with doe-like vision during marriage, the hero also does

the same.”

In Purananooru, poet Muranjiyur Mudinaganar, while praising the king Cheraman Perunchotru
Udiyan Cheraladan, refers (2-22, 23) to ‘Muththi’ (three Agnis) worshipped by brahmanas twice a
day. Poet Avur Mulankizhar, in 166™ poem in Purananooru, says about king Gowniyin
Vinnandayan that he performed many yagas and obtained many victories in wars. He adds that he
adopted Diksha during yaga period and his wife acted as yagnapatni and that the king fought
against the nihilism of Buddhists and followed Vedic religion keenly. He says: “O king, the ancient
Veda of four branches and six Angas talks only about dharma and is ever the speech of Siva. You
countered the false propaganda of Buddhists and others, opposed to Veda. You have come in the
lineage of kings who performed the 21 yagas grandly. When you sit for yaga wearing deerskin and
yagnopavita, your wife performs her role in the yaga. May you, with such a wife, live long like the

Himalayas.”
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The author of Tirumurugatruppadai, one of the ‘Pattuppattu’ compilation, is Nakkeerar, son of
poet Madurai Kanakkayanar. He debated with Siva himself and obtained his grace. Having got the
grace of Muruga, he composed this poem for others to similarly attain his grace. He was the first
poet in Tamil Sangam. Tirumurugatruppadai is included in 11™ Tirumurai. While praising Muruga
of Swamimalai (Tiruveragam), Nakkeerar sings the greatness of brahmanas. He says:
“Brahmanas perform the prescribed six karmas. They come from the lineage of truth and dharma;
they live such that their father's and mother’s lineages are proud. They perform yagas of the three
types. Wearing yagnopavita, they worship Bhagavan at proper times with hands joined over their
heads. They pray to Muruga chanting the Shadakshara mantra and offer flowers. Sri Muruga of
Tiruveragam is pleased with their prayers with Veda mantras. They perform Agni Upasana every

day.

In Maduraikkanchi, the 6™ in the Pattuppattu compilation, poet Mangudi Marudanar praises king
Talaiyalanganathu Cheruvendra Pandian and the city of Madurai. He refers to the transience of
the human birth and explains like ‘gooseberry in palm’ the Advaita principle of how Mukti can be
attained in this birth itself. While describing the people of Madurai and their modes of living, he
says about brahmanas that they live in ‘Andanar palli’; they always chant the three Vedas; with a
view to merging with Bhagavan, they practise the principle of dharmic conduct and perform yagas
etc. He adds that brahmanas have vision of Bhagavan in their hearts and act accordingly; hence
they cross the samsara and attain Mukti in this birth itself. He extols the king and says that he
should perform many yagas like the earlier king ‘Palyagasalai Mudukudumip Peruvazhudi’. This is
seen in ‘Nalvelvitturai also. In Paditruppattu, Tirumurugatruppadai, Kalittohai, Perumpanatrup-
padai and Ahananooru, we find many references to brahmanas performing yagas and various

details relating to yagas.
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9. Greatness of Grihasthasrama

Ancient Literature
Maharishi Goutama praises Grihasthasrama thus:

3T geae faRweasted |
e TALE TEAT TEAT=Z AT TETAHT I

“As Grihastha supports Devas, humans and animals every day, he is the most meritorious.”

Manu says in Manusmriti:

TAT AT T S{1afed Svaa: |

TAT EEAATIAT T4 Stiated [Heqa: || (FIera:)

TAT TATTU T EFReel: Theel T ATET: TIeAAT: |
Y o = [enN [enN
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TIATATHOEE S g ATTeq F e |
“Just as all living beings depend on their mother for living, all mendicants (brahmachari,

vanaprastha and sanyasi) depend on the Grihastha for living.”

“For a tree, the the root-stem at the base is the fundamental vital breath; from it, the branches with
blossoms are held. If the base stem is destroyed, the entire tree is destroyed. Similarly, for all the
four asramas, Grihastha is the basic support. Hence Grihastha should be protected at all costs.”
“Just as all rivers (flowing east or west) find their final destination in ocean, people of all asramas

find their support in the Grihastha.”

Jagadguru Sri Kanchi Mahaswamigal says in Voice Of God (Deivattin Kural) - Part 2 on the
aims of marriage:

‘In Brahmacharya asrama one absorbs Vedas theoretically. To gain practical insight, he has to
perform the karmas, yagnas as instructed in Vedas. For this purpose he has to take up a
companion as an inseparable asset. She is called yagnapatni or dharmapatni. She must be with
him and encourage him in performance of dharma including yagna. She thus acts as the
backbone of karmas, which make divine powers favourable to the world. Even when she is his

cook and she provides physical comfort to him, she does well for the world. This is because the
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food cooked in his home is not just for him; but he has to feed guests, poor persons and even

other living beings through Vaisvadevam. So his wife’s cooking serves this purpose.

In order for Vedic dharma to remain perpetually in this world, she has to procreate children for
performing Vedic rituals. It cannot be seen in any other religion that even procreation is made into
a samskara for future dharmic life. If the present day people understand the Sastric aims of
marriage as explained by me, it will pave the way for improvement. May Sri Chandramouliswara

bless people to understand the right way.”

Importance of Grihasthasrama in Tirukkural

Tirukkural has been praised by many scholars like Avvaiyar, Idaikkadar and Velliveediyar. They
have compared it to Veda and admired its brevity and comprehensiveness in explaining dharma,
saying that the seven seas have been, as it were, compressed in a mustard seed. Tiruvalluvar has
spoken about Grihasthasrama in ‘lllaraviyal’ in ten stanzas. He says:

1. Grihastha (llvaazhvan in Tamil) is one who supports his parents, relatives and others.

2. Grihastha is the support for those abandoned by relatives, the poor and those who die as
orphans.

3. It is Grihastha’s bounden duty to protect as per dharma the five entities — his dead ancestors,
Bhagavan, guests, relatives and himself.

4. If Grihastha gathers wealth with fear of blame for evil sources, and enjoys the same after
distributing it among others, his lineage will never be destroyed.

5. The characteristic of Grihasthasrama is love; the benefit is to follow the dharma of helping
others.

6. If one conducts Grihasthasrama as per dharma, there is nothing he would gain by taking
recourse to Sanyasa.

7. One, who lives as Grihastha with its characteristics intact, is the best among all those who
strive to succeed.

8. Grihasthasrama, conducted through enabling others to live life as per dharma and himself living
without violation of dharma, is more powerful than austerity conducted with discipline.

9. Dharma is Grihasthasrama; it is best if it is lived without attracting blame from others.

10. One, who lives on earth as per the principles of life, will be treated as a Deva of heaven even

while on earth.
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Deepa worship is also Agni Upasana

Traditionally women used to sing in praise of Devi enshrined in Deepa (lighted lamp) while lighting
and placing lamps of different kinds — earthen, brass with Devi design etc., in homes at various
locations — both sides of entrance, Bhagavan’s sannidhi, Tulasi plant platform etc. both in morning
and evening. Those songs praise the flame in the deepa and convey prayers for longevity,
prosperity, progeny, fame, Gnana etc. While elderly women lighted the lamps and worshipped,
they used to train the girl children. Their minds and the homes were bright and blissful. Agni
Bhagavan himself shines in the flame of the Deepa and blesses. With the lighting and worship of
the external lamp, the inner light will brighten up. Worship of Deepa has been the life-breath of our
nation. It has been common in all parts of our country to worship Deepa in different festivals on

different days in different months. Deepa going off has been considered as a bad omen.

Tiruvannamalai has been called Agni kshetra. The Karthikai Deepa festival there is world famous.
Sri Parameswara shines as flaming Agni in the form of Light there. Kanchipuram is known as
Prithvi kshetra. People worship Mahavishnu here as ‘Deepaprakasa’. Connoting this, this sthala is
known as Tiruttanga and Tooppul. Tirumangaiyazhvar sings of Mahavishnu shining as

‘Deepaprakasa’ in his poem Tiruneduntandagam.

An old Tamil song avers that all gods are present in Deepa Jyoti: The flame is Siva; the heat is
Ambika; the red colour is Ganesha; the light is Muruga; Jyoti is Vishnu and Surya. The light that is
Muruga actually came out of the sparks of Agni of the eye in the forehead of Sri Parameswara.

There is no poet or scholar, who has not eulogised the greatness of Deepa.

Kalidasa, who wrote Raghuvamsa, was known as ‘Deepasikha Kalidasan’. He generally uses
Deepa as illustration. In Raghuvamsa, while describing Indumathi’s svayamvara, the poet says
(6:67):

Tl SafdrEe Tt T F A =TT T 97 |

TGHNIE 39 TUG [AauHTe & § Jiqr: |

When Indumathi walked with the garland in hand near the kings, their faces would brighten with
her radiance like the Deepa flame. When she goes past the kings, their faces would darken, like
the houses in the street in the night. In Meghadootam, the yaksha describes the lamps in the
bedroom as ‘star lamps’.
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Sri Vidyaranya Swamigal names chapters 6 to 10 in his monumental work ‘Panchadasi’ as
Deepas — Chitradeepa, Kootasthadeepa, Dhyanadeepa and Natakadeepa. It is to be noted that at

the present time in the whole world there is Deepayuga because of use of electricity.

Among the 63 Nayanmars, Kaliyanayanar, performed Deepa seva to Sri Parameswara in
Tiruvotriyur and merged with the Lord. Another Nayanar, Kanampullar, similarly did Deepa seva in
Chidambaram and merged with the Lord. Kings in ancient times created endowments for Deepa
seva in temples. All books of Veda and Vedanta, and Tamil hymns say that Bhagavan shines as

the light of Deepa in every jiva’s heart.

Tirumular in his Tirumandiram says:

Siva is the inscrutable light of virtue in the human body. It is only Bhagavan who can unveil the
light in the heart and kindle it to brighten. That is indeed the light which brings the outside world to
light. If we worship Bhagavan, he will kindle the light. By following the steps of Charya, kriya, yoga
and gnana, one can attain the ultimate fruit of this birth, viz. the state of no rebirth.

Tirunavukkarasu Swamigal and Poygai Alwar also describe Bhagavan as the light which brings all

objects to light. Bhutattalwar describes Gnana as the light, in which love is the lamp, zeal is the

ghee and meditation is the wick.
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10. Agni Upasana in Festivals

Though many are the materials created by Bhagavan in the world, there are a few chosen ones in
which Bhagavan’s presence is perceived intensely, as also accepted in Sastras. If we invoke the
respective gods in these materials through appropriate mantra Japa, the gods appear and bless
us. This is stated in ‘Smritimuktaphalam’ (Vaidyanatha Dikshitiyam), the celebrated book of
Dharma Sastra, in Aahnika Kanda:

AT g2 gF eIfoes TaAg 7 |
TEEAdY FLEAFIT=A AT T

“Munis recommend invoking and worshipping Bhagavan in the following six articles:

1. Pure water from rivers like Ganga, Kaveri, Yamuna, Krishna, Godavari, Narmada etc.

2. Agni established through due Vedic process.

3. The hearts of yogis, who constantly meditate on Bhagavan.

4. Surya, the visible God.

5. Altar like yantra etc.

6. Images of gold, silver, brass, bronze, Panchaloha etc.”

That Agni is included in the articles of worship here should be noted.

Agni Upasana, commenced as Samidadhanam in Brahmacharyasrama, grows into Aupasanam,
Vaisvadevam, Nityagnihotram and many Sroutha and Smartha karmas in Grihasthasrama; it
becomes an important part of our life and leads us higher.

Women clean the entrance to the home with cowdung, put ‘kolam’ (flour design) and light the
lamp; they also light the lamp in the Pooja room in morning and evening. Traditionally this Agni
Upasana has been observed in every household with no barriers of caste, lineage etc. In every

month there are important occasions when we light the lamp and worship.

Yamadeepa

STraeTsTaT gy Aeeat Moy |
THET Figaarrd ATggfaaeama |
“Yamadeepa is lighted in Asvin month, Krishna paksha, in the night on Trayodashi, the night

before Deepavali; this wards off untimely death.”

Skanda Puranam extols Yamadeepa in glowing terms:

AT TTARISTHT hTeA= LATHAT T |
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FATILAT ATRTATT FAST: Tt 7 |

“‘May Yama Dharmaraja, the son of Surya, who holds rope and staff in his hands and shines with
Mrityu, Kala and Syamaladevi, be pleased with me through this Deepadana on this Trayodashi
day.” So praying, women should light earthen lamps with til oil in every home and worship. This
will destroy sins committed by us unknowingly and fear of untimely death, and grant us long
healthy life; there is no doubt.

Deepavali

This festival, where Deepas are lighted and kept in a row (Avali), is celebrated merrily throughout
Bharatadesa. In ‘Nirnayasindhu’, a book of Dharmasastra, we are asked to light lamp with four
wicks on the evening of Deepavali day and keep in Pooja room and entrance of homes and in

Siva and Vishnu temples. The prayer is:

TAT AT RLAT ALHA T 74T |

TqA T THTh: AT |
“On Chaturdashi day, this Deepa with four wicks is offered for destruction of all sins and removal

of fear of Naraka.” This will grant us good health, long life, happiness etc.

Karthigai Deepa

Deepa offered during the entire Karthik month is called ‘Akasadeepa’. The special Deepa on the
days of Bharani and Karthik stars in Karthik month is known as Bharani deepa and Karthigai
deepa. This Deepa festival is observed in all homes and Siva temples. In Tiruvannamalai, the
Agni kshetra, Karthigai Deepa has been celebrated as a grand festival for many centuries. The

Tiruvannamalai hill itself is worshipped as the form of Agni and Sri Parameswara.

AT AFHEH AT FHHATA |

FHTLIT T AU [<h: THLOTT SR |
Our ancestors have said that by having darshan at Chidambaram, by taking birth in Kamalalaya

(Tiruvarur), by dying in Kashi and by thinking of Arunachala, Mukti is attained.

Arunagiri shines indeed as the form of Jyoti.
Akasa Deepa

Every year in Kartikai month, for 30 days from Sukla paksha Prathama tithi to Amavasya day,

every day in the evening, Deepa should be lighted in earthen lamp with 8 wicks and with til oil at
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home on top level or in temples on a high staff. This is called akasadeepa. Nirnayasindhu says

that one who does this will obtain good wealth, handsomeness and good luck.

FTfdeh faerda aragehiel THN |
ST AT TATA ATHRS ZI¥ T
Al BRI SO IaIas |
The prayer to be said is:
TR A9 JATIT ATAAT 98 |
TR o TA=GTTH THISAATT T2 |

On Karthik Pournima day, it has been the practice to burn ‘Chokkappanai’ in front of Siva temple

and in a common remote place. A tall staff or tree is covered with straw, and palm leaves are tied
at top and that is put to fire. The term ‘Chokkappanai’ is perhaps derived from ‘Chokkan’, meaning

Siva and ‘Appan’ meaning father. Mahakavi Kalidasa calls Siva and Parvathi as the father and
mother of the world — SI¥TaT: THART av qTadT TLR%ART |

One should think of the burning ‘Chokkappanai’ as Parameswara shining in the form of Jyoti and
pray to him. When it burns, one should throw Guggula (fragrant gum resin) in it thinking of
Mahabali the king. The prayer to be said is:

ISTAST AT ST HT formasT |
W TTeraTe = a9 qgTad |

We pray to Agni Bhagavan for cleansing of the mind, saying:

HIeT: TAT: HLAHTH FAT: STof Tef ¥ fa=refeq sfar: |
35T WG9 7 F SAATHI: ated qa saa=m: 7 & )

“‘Worms, birds, insects, trees etc. existing in water and on land, on seeing the lamp, get released

from the cycle of births; so do humans from brahmanas down to the eaters of dog’s flesh.”

Deepa Worship in Holi Festival

Holi festival is widely celebrated in north India by all people on Magha month’s Pournima day. The
story behind this festival is told in Bhavishyottara Puranam. In order to protect children from a
Rakshasi named Dundika who troubles children in secret, it is the practice to create an image of a
sleeping Rakshasi with firewood, cowdung cakes etc and put it to fire. This is done on Magha
Pournima evening at home or in a common place. People circumambulate the raging fire, while

saying the verse and praying to Holika, the demoness for prosperity:
STETIdT-aeed: FdTe gt ad: |
el T TASATHT o STTasaT A9 |
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The book Smriti Koustubha further says that people should make noise, clap hands, laugh and
sing while going round the fire:

aaq: ferateharT ore: ATAeres: AFIH: |

aatd BT TR T g 7

This is followed that night or the next day by saying this prayer to the ash:

Ffeaarstar FLraoT SO TSHI0T 7 |

STecd ITlg AT afd o Sfayar A4 ||

This will lead to removal of all diseases, dullness of intellect, fear of untimely death etc. and grant

long life, good health, sharp intellect etc.

Smriti Koustubham also says that on Magha Sukla Dvadashi day, Sri Mahavishnu created black til
from his own body after performing severe tapas as per a Puranic account. Hence lighting lamp

with til oil and offering til rice to Bhagavan will destroy all sins and bestow benefits. The verse is:

ATH q FAGTELAT Tt g ATaT 0 |
AT STTEATHTE T FedT ETE0r I

feTdorT <I9Te 39T: SR = |
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11. Greatness of Agni Upasana in Upanishads

Kathopanishad

Kathopanishad belongs to Katha Sakha (branch) of Krishna Yajur Veda. There are two chapters,
each having three sections, called Vallis (creepers). In the first Valli, the story of Nachiketas and
the dialogue between him and Yama Dharmaraja find a place. Nachiketopakhyanam is also found
in Taittiriya Brahmanam. Yama is one of the Brahmavidyacharyas; Kathopanishad is an important
Upanishad stressing Agni Upasana. Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya has written a
commentary based on a sage’s experience. With the very first mantra of the first Valli, the story of

Nachiketas starts.

39 g 9 ATSTHaH: Hadad 24l |

T g AT ATH T 31 |l
‘Vaja’ means food. Vajasravas perhaps got his name because he might have given danam of

food in plenty. His son was Vajasravasa. He was giving away all his wealth as dakshina in a huge

yaga called Visvajit. He had a son named Nachiketas.

When he saw his father giving away cows, which were old and incapable of consuming grass,
drinking water and giving birth to calves, he was worried that this might lead to his father being
deprived of the good benefits from the yaga and attaining to miserable realms.

et SREUIT FERTal AeadT: |

AT AT o AR T=gid a7 2 |

Out of compassion he asked his father three times: ‘To which Ritvik are you going to give me
instead of dakshina’. The father was furious at the boy not behaving his age and said, ‘| am going
to give you to Yama Dharmaraja, son of Surya.’

T g fUa ad 9 77 STEaE1d |

e g dgtar geaar @r garifa |

In order to make his father’s statement true, Nachiketas set out happily to Yamaloka and waited at

Yama’s abode for three days as Yama had gone out. (Nachiketas, the brahmachari, could go to

Yama’s abode by the power of his Agni Upasana, viz. Samidadhanam.)

FATA: Tt f-aTgyon e |
TEIAT Tied FAted g2 dqeadiand |
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The brahmana, who comes as guest, is Agni himself. Virtuous people offer him Argyam, Padyam,
Asana etc. (water for washing hands and feet, and seat) and make him comfortable, as if they try

to put off the heat of Agni. Hence Yama’s wife or minister advised Yama to offer him these
hospitalities. Srimad Bhagavatham also says T ﬂﬁf: - ‘Agni, who came as guest in the

form of human being’.

Yama said to Nachiketas: “Brahman! You, who ought to have been worshipped as guest, spent
three nights in my home without even food. Hence | seek your forgiveness and plead that all may

be well with me. Please ask me for three boons, one for each of the three nights you spent here.”

feT TE-TeaT I -g HST Sg[a i a-A9e: |

= [anN [Nl aY o
THEQ ST TE[A T ASET TEATH A ea L wg oo ||
Nachiketas agreed and asked for the following three boons:

1. My father’'s anger towards me should subside. He should feel at home when he sees me again.
Yama granted this first boon.

2. There is no fear of disease etc. in Svarga. You, Yama, also do not go there normally. People
there do not fear you. Please teach me that Agni Vignana, which is the means of attaining to

Svarga. Yama agreed and taught him Agni Chayanam, the method of preparing Srouthagni.

q AT ToTcAa@2T A6,
Nachiketas learnt it and repeated it correctly to Yama.

AL TATE T2

Yama was pleased and said: “I offered you three boons. Impressed by your sharp intellect, | am

now offering you a fourth boon too. Let this Vidya of ‘Agni Chayanam’ be known hereafter as
‘Naachiketa Chayanam’. If a Nityagnihotri performs this Naachiketa Chayanam three times, he

becomes ‘Trinaachiketa’. This is the 17" mantra in Kathopanishad.

o o [ e NI anN > o (o o
ERIEERISIE R B2 FehHDTLdST-HH |
. [a OO o - - o = N
S| T= IHTSY Tl THHATZIHT MTedHTTHTT I
If Trinaachiketa, guided by three entities (mother, father, teacher; or, Sruti, Smruti, virtuous

ritualists; or, three authorities- Pratyaksham, Anumanam and Agamam - direct perception,
inference and scripture), performs the three karmas, viz. Yaga, Vedic study and Danam, he
crosses the cycle of births and deaths. He comes to know through Sastra, the self-luminous Virat
Purusha (Cosmic Person), who emerges out of Brahman, is omniscient and adorable in the form
of Naachiketagni Chayanam. He experiences that Brahman as his own Self and attains the
highest peace. Sri Sankaracharya further says in his commentary:
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s - -
“‘Now the Upanishad concludes the subject of Agni Upasana, Agni Chayana yaga and its fruit.”
BroEeraEEataieaT 7 va it arf=ena |

T AT TN STRTNT HiGd Tave e |

A Trinaachiketa, who learns the three aspects, viz. the classes of bricks, the number of bricks and

the method of placing them for construction of altar, and worships Naachiketagni as his own Self,
gets rid of Adharma, ignorance, desire and hatred etc., rides over mental grief and enjoys bliss in

the world of Virat Purusha.

Tt AT A=A rearsi |

g THaEEd A |
Yama further said: “Naachiketagni Chayanam was performed by me. | thus attained the eternal

state through use of ephemeral materials.” After Yama completed his discourse on the greatness
of Naachiketagni thus, Nachiketas asked Yama for the third boon as granting knowledge of
Brahmavidya. Though Yama initially tested Nachiketas’s sincerity and qualification, he taught him

Brahmavidya after convincing himself of Nachiketas’s ability and sincerity.

While commencing the commentary of Kathopanishad, Sri Sankaracharya pays obeisance to

Bhagavan Yama, the son of Surya, the Brahmavidyacharya as well as Nachiketas.

S FHT WA daeqaryd o |

ST At=ehay = |
Agni Upasana, if done without looking for fruit and by way of fulfilling Sruti’s instructions, will lead

one to supreme state.

Chandogya Upanishad
Chapter 4, Khanda 4 to 15

Satyakama Jabala asked his mother Jabala: ‘| wish to study at Gurukulam; which is my Gotram?’

TARTHT g SATATAT STATAT ATAL SATHAATH |

c oo o N o,
AR{ ™A HAld [dqcedllH %*II')!IS*QH(“HIICI Il (4-4-1)
Sri Sankaracharya’s commentary on Jabala’s reply:

Td U] SETd 97 g4 [AHATS | ATgHaqd e a%, g ard, Jgaeads | FHedm
AHTATHISSE | I 9Y o TaFiSd ATQeATNdlis 9iecds TRATRO qR=e i

TRERefieETs aRE T aaT MATSE0 AHAAT A19q | qET T qohldl araas

THIAAH | Tod o Aaided: | TATHATATSe ATsgHad a8 A Tead e Srarer g
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AHTGHEH | TIGMHT ATH @A § & G| Tdlg SITaraiseH =i gara:
TATATA I TATHIT: |

Jabala said: “O child, | do not know your Gotram. As | was busy with many household activities,
with many guests coming in, | had no opportunity to find out your Gotram. You were born in my
youth; your father also expired at that time. With none to take care of us, | was very busy. My
name is Jabala. Your name is Satyakama. Hence you tell your Acharya that your name is
Satyakama Jabala.” This shows that women in ancient India gave importance to dedicated service
to the husband and the household, and had no inclination to get to know many other extraneous

matters.

Satyakama went to the Goutama Acharya named Haridrumata and told him the truth. The teacher
appreciated his truthfulness and accepted him as his disciple. He got upanayana samskaras done
for Satyakama and gave him 400 cows and asked him to look after them. Satyakama took to
serving the cows with one-pointed attention. He performed Agni Upasana regularly; he did
Samidadhanam in morning and evening. When the cows grew to 1000 in number, Satyakama
started on his return to Gurukulam. On the way a bull among the herd of cows taught him that the
four directions are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called J=T1eraT ‘Prakasavan’
and that Agni Deva would teach him further. The next day in the evening Satyakama was
meditating on the bull's teaching during Agni Upasana. Agni then taught him that earth,
intermediate zone, the heaven (Dyourloka) and the ocean are four arts, forming a fourth part of
Brahman; it is called sr=a4aT1 ‘Ananthavan’ and that Hamsa (swan) would teach him further. The
next day during Samidadhanam, a Hamsa appeared and taught that Agni, Surya, Chandra and
lightning are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called SaTfaeaTT ‘Jyotishman’ and that
Madgu (diver-bird) would teach him further. The Madgu taught Satyakama that Prana, eye, mind

and ear are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called a1 ‘Ayatanavan’.

When Satyakama finally reached the Gurukulam with 1000 cows, Guru Haridrumata said: “O
child, you appear to have received teaching on Brahman. Your face is bright. Who taught you?”

Satyakama explained what had happened and asked the Guru to teach him saying

sraTgTE fa= fatear arfers s |
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‘Ihave heard from venerable persons like you that knowledge acquired from the teacher alone
surely becomes the best. The Guru then taught him the very knowledge imparted by the Devatas

and blessed that it might be complete.

This shows that in case of Satyakama, who performed Agni Upasana conscientiously, Agni

Bhagavan himself blessed him with Brahmavidya.

Later Upakosala, the son of Kamalayana, came to Satyakama’s Gurukulam for study. He served
the Agnis of Satyakama in the Agnisala and the Guru for 12 years with great concentration. Guru
Satyakama taught Vidya to other students, had Samavartanam (ceremonial completion)
performed and sent them home; but he did not teach any Vidya to Upakosala. Satyakama’s wife
pleaded with him: “Please teach Vidya to Upakosala also. He has been performing regular Poojas
to Agnis. If you do not teach him, Agnis would get angry.” Still Satyakama did not listen and went
out. Upakosala, who was mentally very agitated, did not eat properly and was stricken with
anxiety. Guru’s wife consoled and fed him. Sastras do bring out the greatness of Gurus’ wives.
They treat the disciples in the Gurukulam as their children.

The three Agnis were very happy and taught Upakosala the Vidya of Brahman. They said:
T EEETREANT ST ISEA 5T |

ATCH ST T “A=TIE o Td aohl” i
“‘Upakosala, we have taught you Agni Vidya and Atma Vidya; Acharya will show you the way.”

When Acharya Satyakama returned and said:

F[AE =9 A9 T 7@ AT i AT SIqererm= =i (4.14.2)

“Your face shines like a Brahmagnani’s; who taught you?”

Upakosala pointed to the Agnis that the Guru worshipped and said that they only had taught him.
Satyakama was happy and taught him the full knowledge of Brahman leading to Moksha.
Satyakama had indeed blessed that the Agnis he served should teach Upakosala the Vidya. If the
Guru’s full blessing is there, Devatas will teach. It is the principle of Sruti that Jiva can attain
fulfilment only with Guru’s blessing. Agni Upasana brought fruition of his penance to Upakosala
through his Guru.

TH qTAaHTAd qTsSaded Arssaaed |
One who takes this route does not come back to this cycle of births created by Manu.
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Panchagni Vidya

Raja Pravahana, the son of Jivala, taught Panchagni Vidya to Aruna, the grandfather of
Svetaketu. Pravahana says that this was the first time that the Vidya, preserved in the royal
lineage, was being taught to a brahmana, Aruna.

1. When Jiva returns after moving about in higher realms, he is offered as Ahuti first in the Agni of
Akasa.

2. Secondly he dissolves in the Agni of rain.

3. Thirdly, at the time rain water gathers on earth, he is offered as Ahuti in it and mixes with plants,
creepers, trees and fruits.

4. Fourthly, depending on his karmaphala (destiny — fruits of accumulated karma), he is offered as
Ahuti in the Jaatharagni (Agni in stomach) of a human male or other animals and is converted in
course of time to the virya (semen) of that person/ animal, i.e. he mixes as essence with the virya.
5. Fifthly, through union with woman, he is offered as Ahuti in the Agni of her uterus and then

obtains his body.

Thus the travel of the jiva is picturised as Agni and is presented as Panchagni Vidya. The point is
that there is nothing unrelated to Agni.

A g T UATHE TYrfivae 7 9 ITATAATeHAT foread [ Ia: T tht

afd T U9 98 T U4 3% ||

One, who studies Panchagni Vidya and worships Agni, becomes pure and free of association with

sins, and attains to meritorious world. Chandogya Upanishad declares this as the Phalasruti of
Panchagni Vidya. This is also taught in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad (chapter 6).

Pranagnihotram

Five great Grihasthas, adept in Vedic rituals, called ‘Mahasalas’ once debated on Atma
(Chandogya Upanishad 5.11). They were Prachinasala (son of Upamanyu), Satyayagna (son of
Pulusha), Indradyumna (son of Bhaallavi), Jana (son of Saarkaraakshya) and Budila (son of
Aasvataraasva). They approached Uddalaka Aruni and pleaded with him to teach Vaisvanara
Atmavidya. Aruni said he was not aware of that vidya and suggested to go to Asvapathi, king of
Kekaya, who was worshipper of that vidya. All six of them went with samith in hand to Asvapathi.

Asvapathi then related the greatness of his country to them.

T TAAT S99e T FEqT T 7N
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AT AT AT g Taf T 0T.........

“In my kingdom there is no thief, greedy person, drunkard, person not performing Agni Upasana,
uneducated person, adulterer, adultress etc.” By using the term awul%eula, the king conveys

proudly that all persons performed Agni upasana. It is seen that everybody has been Agni
Upasaka in our Bharatadesa. Asvapathi then taught that if we perform the Ahutis before eating
food, viz. ‘Pranaya Svaha’, ‘Vyanaya Svaha’, ‘Apanaya Svaha’, ‘Samanaya Svaha’, ‘Udanaya
svaha’ and ‘Brahmane Svaha’, with proper understanding, they will then become
‘Pranagnihotram’.

q I ZIHEEE RS Sl |

TATSSAAIZ] HEA AT ATg% qeeaTd |l

T T Uded [AgMia= Sgid |

TET FAY AT T A TS SATHE g AT I

TIAS R IGARUT ST TZAAE 1T 94 IToHT: |

Jgdvd o Udad fAgaRgs Jaid |

TUg FIEAT ATATHTAL. TLATH
TS AT AT PRI S ig Aamad s |l

“The action of one, who performs this Agnihotram without knowing this principle, is like his offering
oblation on ashes unfit for receiving oblations. If Pranagnihotram is performed with knowledge of
the far-reaching principle, the oblation becomes offered in all the worlds, in all the creatures and in
all constituents of a person (body, mind, organs, and intellect).

As the fibre at the tip of a blade of reed becomes completely burnt when thrown into fire, so all
sins of him, who, having knowledge of the principle, performs this Pranagnihotram, become
completely burnt. Just as hungry children wait on their mother in this world, all creatures wait on
the Agnihotram, i.e. Agni Upasakas.”

An illustration of the universal effect of Pranagnihotram is found in Mahabharatam. The moment
Sri Krishna partook of a piece of greens from the food vessel of Draupadi, Sri Durvasa and his
disciples, who had gone for bath and rituals, felt satiated with food. Sri Krishna thus showed how

Pranagnihotram is done with the attitude of satisfying all creatures.

Out of 108 Upanishads, there is one called ‘Pranagnihotra Upanishad’. It is taught therein that

yagna should be deemed to be performed in our body.

T Y T TREGATHIT |
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FATUSTITE o6 ATHEET: |

T GATSAATH FAHTSATHI: |

Tea 9w afga uaftsar gier faefa a=ag: |
YT AR aLTgad 3t ear ge fasfa |
ATART AL Zad (s |

STCSIT ATTAET MMededt qear At fasfd |

“Yagna should be deemed to be performed and Ahutis given in four Agnis in the body. Which are

those Agnis and where are they in the body?

At the crest of the head, Agni called Surya is present. It is also called ‘Ekarshi’; it is of the form of
Suryamandala; it has a thousand rays (sahasradalam). In the face, Darsanagni is present in four-
sided form with the name of Ahavaniyam. In the heart, Dakshinagni shines in the form of semi-
circle (Ardhachandra). In the navel is present Koshtagni, which digests food that is eaten, chewed,
masticated and drunk, and spreads it in the entire body; it has the name of Garhapatyagni. This

is also mentioned in Garbhopanishad.

The Upanishad also teaches us to deem all Karmendriyas and Gnanendriyas and limbs as parts
of a Yagnapurusha. All components participating in a yagna are present in the body.

S QTS SATCHT TSTHT: qlag T T | 3aT Agleas: |
. - c = (Y
sgaTRrsead: | == giar | JTon ST | T9T:
TTAISTEATAT ST T=1aT | THTET AT I I 19507 e |
For this yagna performed in the body, the yajamana (sacrifice) is Atma; the intellect is his wife

(yagnapatni); Vedas are the superior Ritviks; Ahamkara (sense of I) is Adhvaryu; Chitta (mind
storing impressions) is Hota; Prana is Brahmanachchamsi; Apana is Pratiprastata; Vyana is
Prastota; Samana is Maitravaruna; Udana is Udgata; body is the altar (yagavedi).

AT A Ta: | T GIOTheer: | ITat TT: | Irevged: Jd: | 9e9geq

STSTEATAT | ST ST | FeHT SASTHATT |

The nose is Uttaravedi; head is Dronakalasam; leg is chariot; right hand is Sruva (ladle); left hand

is the ghee vessel; ears are Samit called Adhara; eyes are Ajyabhagas (two portions of ghee).

[N [N [enN o =
aT gTTIaT | AT HEIT: | HETHATIH FATSIT: | AT SATATSIT:TSTEA ST |

- = . o c [ . - -

TeATST ghdTdh: | AT SaT: | TAaaT, ATfea<iadr, el §aTsiT: | Sl I9: |
STATILTAT | FAIXA: | HTH:ALL: | 6T 291 | gig Sfeaarfor o arafor | wafesarior g=if |
AT T | AT (A0 | AT T | HAT (#0 a9
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IR STEEHTTRAT: |

The neck is Dharapatra (vessel from which ghee flows); Tanmatras are those present;
Mahabhutas in causal state prior to Panchikaranam are Prayajakas; Bhutas after Panchikaranam
are Anuyajas; tongue is Ida; teeth and lips are Suktavakas; Palate is Samyuvaka; memory power
is compassion; forbearance and non-violence are the assistants to the wife; Omkara is the
yupasthambha (sacrificial post); desire is rope; mind is chariot; desire is the sacrificial animal; hair
is darbha grass; Gnanendriyas are the vessels used in yagna; Karmendriyas are the Havis;
Ahimsa is Ishti (yagna); sacrifice is dakshina; death is Avabhruta snana. All Devatas are
enshrined in this body.

Agni Upasana performed as yagna gets one Moksha in this birth itself with no rebirth, says the

Upanishad.
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12. Greatness of Agnihotram

Verses of Prayer to Agni in Agnihotram

THET MMTcATT THET IO |

TH AT AT Hgraer T907 740 |
FOSEATTATATT FHAG[EAETI |
AT &S THAATT THT 79 ||
THAAT=AT M ATIATAT H97d |
Four faeot Zefteher argaa qAHISE o |
SOl MedcaTd fasurer ferom |
foram srgaaTT sy A= |t A9 |

Agnisuktam aﬁw

Prayers to Agni Bhagavan

S T AT T 697 oAt aa agAr= &g |
I ETEHS G LIOTHAT ST o 77 3tk (989 ||

“O Agni Deva, you, who are aware of all paths, please lead us on the path of virtuous karmas

resulting in wealth. Keep us away from hordes of sins. We pay obeisance with many prostrations.”

TAIYHTT AT FIged goF Hia a9d Ia |
TT TATH HATIUT ST AT AT (=T ST o
‘O Ritviks, please prepare pure Havis for offering to the sacred Agni, who knows everything

related to Vedas and humans, who is the progenitor of Devas and humans, who accesses all of

them, and who is very pure and shines with bright rays.”

ST T et S A ey Ffeq graor FHer Tom: |
TG AT TaY FAATTHL ATITI I
“Our words of prayer and thoughts of meditation are directed to Agni Bhagavan and show our

desire for wealth from Devas. Agni looks at us with eyes of blessing, is handsome and has a nice

gait; he carries Havis offered by those, who perform yagas, to Devas.”

Y AT TEAH AT ST AT |

AeER ghaar a9 &7 et s

“O Agni Deva, rid us of diseases like sluggishness of Agni (in the body) and those which largely

affect humans. O Agni worshipped by yagnas, render us free from all diseases. Through herbs

curing us of old age, rid us of diseases like tuberculosis etc.”
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AU & ITAT TAT AEAT TR THTI GeiTor fosa |
TEgET FgAT 7 IAT AT qIhTT a=ATT 903 |

“O Agni Deva, make our homas fulfilling and grant us lofty fruits by removing all obstacles. May

this earth be spacious for our living. Please make our children and grandchildren comfortable and
remove their suffering and grief.”

THET 3T 99T | T 3T AW |

foed 79 | FBed 79 | =g 79

TFFcaed TH: | IAFAET q9: | AdFeaed T9: |

ATHEHFeaed TH: | AATHTheTed ;|
THET 3T& AT A7 12 & 1

“O Splendid Agni Deva, Prostrations to you. | prostrate once, twice, three times, four times, five

times, ten times, thousand times, countless number of times. Please protect me; let me not

suffer.”

After marriage, every brahmana should do Aadhanam in spring season (vasantha ritu) and

commence Agnihotram yagna.

AR ATEd TUTHET AT e TG
As per this authority, whoever does Agnihotram karma, it is for universal wellbeing. The entire

world shines as a result of Agnihotram yagna.

o AT U sgha feawTEerd:

Ahutis (oblations) offered in Agnihotram reach the world of Devas and come back to us in the form
of rains, doing the world well. As cited earlier, just as hungry children wait on their mother for
removal of hunger, all creatures wait on Agnihotram (Ch.Up. 2.5.24.5).

TAUE ferar are: /AL qguTad |
TE FATT07 AT ST AT |

Agnihotram is performed using Yajurvedam. Agnihotra prayers etc. are covered in Krishna
Yajurveda Samhita, 1% Kandam, 5" Prasnam, 5" Anuvakam from ITSI=dt to ARG SR,
Agnihotram is explained with small stories in 2" Ashtakam, 1% Prasnam.

ATASE AT Sgiid a1 TTA A= Tgiid |

Veda stipulates that Agnihotram should be performed throughout one’s life. Agnihotram should be

performed in the morning and evening without fail. One, who performs Agnihotram throughout his
life, becomes of the form of Brahman himself. Prostrating to the Agnihotri after he completes
Agnihotram bestows all benefits.
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AU ITH Fafed |
Veda extols Agnihotram in very high terms. (Arunam, 10™ Prasnam, Anuvakam 79). The main

benefit of study of Vedas is Agnihotram.

In Haaritha Smriti, Haaritha Maharishi also says:

AT ATCI & ATRIE =TI aq: |

AT At arfigrer? aaw

“There is no dharma, no tapas (austerity), no attainment, no vrata (discipline) greater than
Agnihotram.” Other Smritis also say: aiag‘laau‘i quT T ‘ﬁl«"il T wfesafa I “There was no

dharma equal to Agnihotram in the past, nor will there be in the future.” Smritichandrika says:

ATt TR Ao AFfed T2H7T T |
ST TR YA A7 TAT T ra=aid |

“Agnihotram, well performed, leads one to the supreme state. He attains Svarga or Moksha, as
he chooses.”

Bhagavan Vyasa says in Mahabharatam, Anusasanika Parva:

Tgaeat grret 7 e == |

qcd AU TET Fid g8 TFIHAT |

TR SRTeHd AR Hahd Fad |

“‘Brahma created all materials on earth, moving and non-moving, for Agnihotram alone. This entire

world has been created for Agnihotram alone.”
Mahabharata, Aasvamedhika Parva, third chapter says:
EECIRRESIE SEINSIEET] fafar aeram: |

TaT TATeTT: 2o 99 = |

AU TSIA%d qTa T HFATIHT 7 |

TEAT 3T U7 T Foh aTeq A |l

ATHITLUATZ 9204 ST A3Ah T

“For performing yagna, brahmanas were created; stars and Devatas in heaven; cows were
created for yagna and dakshina (being given in danam); gold and silver were created for making
vessels, pots etc. for yagna; Vanaspati (woods) was created by Brahma for Samith and
yupasthambha; thus whole villages, forests and animals were created for the sake of yagna.” This

is also stated in Parasara Madhaviyam in the chapter on the greatness of yagna.

Bhagavan says: d[d &I ST |
“The world is sustained by yagnas like Agnihotram.”
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While creating people, Brahma created yagnas also along with them for their wellbeing - FZJ31T:
9SIT: FSCAT. Bhagavan says in Gita: Qqailﬂ SZhHEYL Il “Yagnas are the Kamadhenu
granting all the wishes of people.”

Manusmriti says: T315€% V;l\ca 9T |
“Yagna is the benefactor of the entire world.”

Mahabharata, Aasvamedhika Parva says:

<ATEq ATHAT: T2 AlehT Gagdied 3 |
IWATATRATET i T TF9T

“Devas, satisfied with yagna offerings, help in developing the worlds. Both the worlds - earth and

heaven, are wealthy through yagnas.”

It is said that in Yajurveda, five mantras with a total of 17 letters - AT, A& alqa\, IS,

JISTHg, cﬁ'biq - are of the form of Brahman and are very powerful and capable of producing rain.
It is further said:
ArFAATT TIATAHSIA |
e AT AEHIATIA |
(e NN anN
dsiid Iq%dHﬂq"Ll
EPEIE AL IEERGE

AV TUEHTLT |
“‘Devatas generated forewind from the first mantra ‘Aasravaya’; they brought together clouds from

the second mantra ‘Astu Sroushat’; they generated lightning from the third mantra ‘Yaja’; they
poured rains from the fourth mantra ‘Yeyajamahe’; they spread the rain waters everywhere from

LI

the fifth mantra ‘Voushat’.” Bhagavan Sri Krishna also says the same in Gita:

[enN o C
AT HATd HATIH IS Tq AFAHFHA: |
TAT FATd o1 |l (3-14)
“‘Rains are caused by yagna; food is generated by rains; beings are created through food.”

Manusmriti also reiterates this:

AT ITEATG I TFIF AT(acd ITTATA |
ST ST J18: T TATSAT: 1l (3:76)

Veda also contains many statements forming the basis of the above assertions.

| T T a1 agha: feat e =ameaata |

“‘Homa, well done in Agni, generates rain from the heavens.”

o o . .
[<dT GTEH LT - Prayer for pouring rains from heaven.
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aﬁa-ﬁ@ﬁaw GHeqdTH | - Prayer for rains and development of agriculture for yajamana
(sacrificer).

Mahakavi Kalidasa says in Raghuvamsam that the kings of the Raghu lineage were all committed

to yagas and they protected the country by continuous performance of yagas -
Zr?lliaiégalﬂiﬂlﬂ.

King Raghu says to Indra that his father Emperor Dilipa remained always pure with Yaga diksha.

A=A AT Fea ] T7 aa- 978 fafemea wfor |
AT AT H A% HATLATIT FeA ol I5FATH |l (3.65)

“O Lord Indra, if you consider that the horse (which has been captured by Indra) should not be let

off by you, please grant my father Emperor Dilipa, ever pure with yaga diksha, the fruit of this

Asvamedha yaga, though not completed as per rules.” He also says that as his father has been

with yaga diksha, he has Siva’s presence in himself- BT, Kalidasa says further:

gatg T § AT qe47T HoaT faaq |

i AT TaqHaTsaTq |

“Dilipa obtained materials for yaga from the earth and made Devas happy. Indra poured good

rains in Dilipa’s kingdom as a fruit of his yaga. Indra and Dilipa thus helped each other and
protected Svarga and the earth.” Kalidasa describes the scene witnessed by Dilipa and his wife

Sudakshina on their way to Kulaguru Vasishtha’s asrama:

oo o =
AMHBATH A EY dH Y dsidly |

STHTET: T mral STEATIRHTIE: ||
“There were many villages given in charity by Dilipa. The brahmanas there performed yagas as

laid down. Many yupasthambhas were seen in the villages as a sign of these yagas. The
brahmanas offered Argya and blessed the king on arrival. The king and his wife received these
unfailing blessings.”

At the time Dilipa and Sudakshina came to sage Vasishtha's asrama, the ascetics there were
returning from nearby forests, having collected Samith etc. required for yagas. The asrama was
getting filled with such ascetics. Agni Deva welcomed them unseen.

2 [enN 2
AT UUTI T HIHEARATG L |

THTIHGLATH T RTAdedqea e | (1-49)

Veda states that just as children welcome their father returning from abroad, the unseen Agni

welcomes performers of yaga on their return from outside places.
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Kalidasa further says:

AT oA aT |
AT TG AT AT o | (1-53)

‘Homa was in progress in the asrama when Dilipa reached there. In the smoke emanating from
the Homagni, the scent of ghee etc. used in Ahuti was felt. The scent wafting in the surrounding

air purified the guests coming to the asrama.”

e araae T & 33 auiAre |
AT AT T2 a9 giae s |

“Dilipa saw Muni Vasishtha, the seat of austerities, along with Arundhati at the close of the

evening rituals, just as he would see Agni Deva accompanied by Svaha Devi.” (9 REERIE DI

AEUH Y & 9T 1)

Dilipa praised Maharishi Vasishtha saying:

HEMEIECRGHCRIREIE LN
e aeam™T stEg e oo | (1-62)

“‘Devas are pleased with the Havis offered by you in Homa as per Sastras and they pour rain. If

you do not perform Homa, there will be no rain; crops will wither away.”

It is clear from the above cited various references that the Vedic principle that yagna generates
rain was founded deeply in the psyche of our people, strengthened by faith and experience. Rain
and food are essential requirements of men. As Vedic scholars of virtuous conduct and discipline
performed yagas as laid down in Sastras, people led long and healthy lives with no complaint.
Agni Upasana has been the backbone of our Bharatadesa from times immemorial. People
have been performing Agni Upasana all over the world as per their local practices.

Yaga, Homa etc. are essentially Agni Upasana only.

FOTd g T TATET TRTAH: T T3 Tl |

At the place where yagas are performed, the ‘yogakshema’ of people is fulfilled. “Yohakshema’

has been interpreted by Sri Sankaracharya in his commentary on Gita (9.22):

THTEH, “TRT: AITHET ITI07, AH: TSATH
‘Yoga is getting something not already with us; kshema is safely preserving the newly acquired

thing’. There are prayers in Veda for yogakshema of even four-legged animals like cow, goat,

horse etc. - &TIT 37 50 rFTo= |

For Surya’s rays to be strong, yagnas like Agnihotram performed in this world are the means. This

is stated in Mahabharata:
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IJTaq FT Tg fagfea ot =i sriugi=: |
qraed g g dread T |

‘To the extent Surya’s rays are strong, rains will be correspondingly high.” This is conveyed in

Sruti. ITIRTRIEqTTa TfoHTe: o=t aufa ||

Yagna s indeed a form of Bhagavan. Sruti says: ?Tsﬁaﬁ“[[: 1
Bhagavan Krishna says in Gita: 31_5’ ad: 31_5’ I3 1l - ‘I am Kratu; | am yagna.’

Statements like 3T fasfa laSIIUIIIL Il confirm that Bhagavan is of the form of yagna and is
present in Agni.

In Srimad Bhagavatham, Sri Yagnavaraha avatara is described. Brahma and others praise Sri
Yagnavarahamurthy as the form of yagna.

[ NI anN = [enN 2 o
JHTAATT THI AT FHTH &I rd TSTATAITS T |

TS FgTIadsars: ARy STaefie |
“‘Bhagavan was blue-coloured like Tamala tree and lifted the earth sportingly with the tip of his

teeth like elephant’s. Brahma and others praised Bhagavan with folded hands with hymns of deep

import.”

Rishis said: YT &9
Rra fora asfora asramas 70T 9 @ aiemad 99: |

- ~ S
TETHTAY Mo TeaT: T TH: HOTEHTT d |
&G T FEFATHAT T 7 TLLALHHH |

A e o CC M o

Seal 8 T8 A Al Ay ofrsd 3ot Aoy ATqe = |
FEUE ATHIHA 97 AT [RY FHAT: FU |
ST T8 TRTeq O TFAU d A= g = |
eTSeHTEe: g @& geavfiaeadiaey: |
Rrear Javaeaa o wal: avmaasd Haaisaar @ a0
- o O : o
TIHE € FaAgaredia: GeaTaHaead < grad: |
HATIOT FATTOT 9T Fieereed Faaashg i gaee: |

‘O Lord, known by yagnas and conquered by none! Obeisance to you, who are shaking your

body made of the Vedas. Prostrations to you, in whose hair pores are yagnas hidden and who
have taken the form of boar in order to retrieve the earth. Deva, it is impossible for sinners to have
a vision of this form of yours, it being formed of yagnas. In your skin are the chandas like Gayatri;
in your hair are darbhas; in eyes, ghee; in your four feet, the karmas of the four Ritviks of yagna,
viz. Hota, Adhvaryu, Udgatha and Brahma. Lord, in the front part of your face is the ladle Sruk; in

your nose is the ladle Sruva; in your belly is Ida, the vessel; in your ears is Chamas, the Soma
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vessel; in your mouth is Praasitra, the vessel of Brahmabhaga; in your throat are Grahas, the
Soma vessels. Bhagavan, the food you chew is Agnihotram; your frequent manifestation is
Dikshaniya Ishti; your neck is the three Ishtis called Upasad; your large teeth are the Ishtis called
Praayaniya and Udayaniya; your tongue is Pravargya karma; your head is the two Agnis called
Sabhya and Aavasathya; your five Pranas are Chayanas of five layers of Ishtakas (bricks); your
Retas is Somarasa; your three stages of life like childhood etc. are the three Savanas. Bhagavan,
your seven dhatus (elements) are Aghishtomam, Atyagnishtomam, Uktyam, Shodasi, Vajapeyam,
Atiratram and Aptoryamam; Satrayagas are your joints in body. You are of the form of all Yagnas
and Kratus. (Yagna is without Somarasa; Kratu is with Somarasa); Ishtis like Darsa Poornamasam

are the ligaments in the joints in your body.”

= o o o
TFHT FHES [ AHAQTAT AT ddhdd ThITcHA |

NTTFATHSATIATAT AT F=RRES 74T 99 |
“Prostrations again and again to you, who are of the form of all mantras, Devatas and materials,

and all Kratus, and all activities. Prostrations again and again to you, who are of the form of
Gnana, experienced through conquest of mind, which is attained through bhakti, resulting from
purification of mind through observance of Vedic acts; and you are the Guru preaching that
Gnana.” Thus goes the prayer to Sri Yaganvaraha form of Mahavishnu in Srimad Bhagavatha.

Sri Vishnu Sahasranamam also mentions many names of the Lord connected with yagna:

TAYE AT T T TAATEA: |

T3 Trdhg T[E[HHEHAT UG A |l

HgThqaeasal Hgldsil Al |

H:]'Fl'cﬁ'gﬂﬁ'q: i

Sri Sankaracharya interprets ‘Somapa’ in sloka 67 as o - e ot Hcﬁl;llg JeA
FATEA aﬁ TIHT: - “As Bhagavan drinks Somarasa in all yagnas in the form of the Devatas

invoked, he is Somapa.” He interprets ‘Havirhari:’ in sloka 52 as '{fﬁé‘&: - Zlﬁ'lg "'Q"Fgfﬂ Kl gt%?ri%

gi%éﬁ: - “Bhagavan takes the oblations in yagnas.”

In Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavan conveys the same:

g T8 TATSTAT AIHT F T 9 || T 901 Hgo =
Thus Yagnas, which are of the form of Bhagavan himself, have been performed carefully with

great devotion by our ancestors as Agni Upasana only.
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Agni used for Aupasanam during marriage should be used for Aadhanam and divided into two
parts: Grihyagni or Aupasanagni; and, Srouthagni. Grihyagni is used for performing Grihya
karmas and also called ‘Ekagni’; details of this are found in ‘Ekagni Kandam’ or ‘Mantra Prasnam’
in Krishna Yajurveda; it contains Veda mantras for Grihya karmas. Srouthagni is used for Sroutha
karmas; as it is used in three kundas or altars, it is called ‘Tretagni’. The three Agnis are
Garhapatyam, Dakshinagni and Ahavaniyam. One who worships Ekagni as well as Tretagni is
known as ‘Aahitagni’. From Garhapatya Agni, Agni has to be taken chanting mantras and placed
in Dakshinagni and Ahavaniyam. After the karmas of the day are over, these two Agnis will

become Loukikagni.

0T SARHea T TR F3iea: |
STl T&TET dSil g AT Qe 297 |
Agnihotra Mahatmyam states that the smoke emanating from Agnihotra Agni of Rishis spreads in

ten directions and robs Rakshasas of their power and brightens Brahmaloka etc.

Let us now look at some of the prayers said at the close of Agnihotram (Upasthanam). When Agni
Bhagavan is in a happy mood after the Homa is over in the morning and evening, prayers to him

are very fruitful. Taittiriya Samhita, 1% Kandam, 1% Prasnam, 6" Anuvakam says:

HOLATH TSIT AgHESISTET AT9ET: | JaT Faw A1 g |
This means: ‘Just as children approach their father rightfully and pray for whatever they wish, we,

who are like sons to you, are approaching you, O Agni Deva, and praying to you. We should attain

all wellbeing; you should always stay at our home with us and grant us all wealth. When prayer is
offered with the 3 iﬁﬁ%ﬁ' | mantra, the devotee is blessed to become the head among his equals

and he becomes very famous in this world of humans. When prayer is offered with the 8™

Anuvaka mantra FI9ITH TSIT AT H, it means: ‘May the humans, cows and calves in my home

be comfortable’. Through Ahavaniya Upasthanam (prayer), one attains to Svargaloka, and

through Garhapatya Upasthanam (prayer), he gets stable Brahmic brilliance.

In the 9™ Anuvaka, Veda says am@ﬁ \g'{llra | and makes Agnihotram mandatory. It is as if the

Havis offered in Agni becomes the property of the worshipper. Just as plants burnt in fire grow ten

times during rainy season, the worshipper attains wealth many times his offering and also good
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children. He should offer prayers every day to Agni. Agni liberally confers good benefits on his

worshipper. The compassionate Veda teaches us the prayers. TqJ T3 9 HY.
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13. Greatness of Agni in Itihasas and Puranas

Srimad Ramayanam
In Srimad Ramayanam in Sundara Kandam, reference is made to Sri Hanuman’s darshan of Sri
Sita Devi. Later Ravana set fire to his tail. Devi prayed to Agni Bhagavan to become cool to

Hanuman and ensure that no suffering is caused to him.

el dga FLHTHTIZLUTIHH |
el ATHHaHT gaTaaHaNT |
On hearing those cruel words (of news of fire in Hanuman’s tail), Vaidehi, overcome by sorrow, as

if she had been harmed, prayed to Agni Deva.

[N o o
HSIATTHHET & HT dTHIHgTT: |

STaey farermaret y=ar gearga |
The wide-eyed Sri Sita, became favourable to that great monkey. She devotedly prayed to Agni

Deva.

Sri Sita Devi’s Prayers:

Tareq qiaepuT T=eq TG aa: |
T ATEIFIA e ofTdT 99 gHa: |
e FhfaTmiaeaer azafeq fiwa: |
T2 AT AT | oftat 9a g |
T3 97 aderd: giia: JoEr: |
AETEg @A ETg: ofaT 9a goa: |
713 97 AT TAARTHATAETH |

T AT grATeAT oftat 9 g Fa: |
O Agni, if my service to my husband has been true, if my austerity has been true and if | have

been single-mindedly sincere to my husband, you please become cool to Hanuman.

If my wise husband has any tenderness for me and if there is any good luck left in me, you please
become cool to Hanuman.

If the noble and mighty-armed Sugriva, who is wedded to truth, will rescue me from this misery,
you please become cool to Hanuman.

If that virtuous husband of mine is aware of my good conduct and my eagerness to join him, you

please become cool to Hanuman.

Agni Bhagavan blessed.
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AT TS OrEisaT: |
STSATe FRILTATEAT: atae ford & |

Agni Bhagavan, who had intense flames of circular movement, shone without any inconvenience

to Hanuman and, as if conveying this to the dow-eyed Sita Devi, he was burning peacefully.

TSR (oS |

AT TATELTHL AT AT aefiae: |
Vayu, the father of Hanuman, in conjunction with the fire in Hanuman’s tail, blew cool snowy air,

thus bringing tranquillity to Sita Deuvi.

Yuddhakandam

On Sri Rama asking Sri Sita Devi to enter fire, she prayed to Agni Bhagavan (Yuddhakandam,
119" Sargam):

TG TaT TH 9T Fcd T TZTeT07H |

SUTHIT daal IIHT gare=H |
Vaidehi went round Sri Rama, whose head was bent down, and approached the blazing Agni.

SO SaATETET ST[oreas e |

TFTI LT AZHATATIFH I |
She paid obeisance to Devatas and brahmanas and prayed to Agni with folded hands:

T | gad et et TreET |
TAT ATHET ATeAT AT Faa: 97 91aF: |
TAT /T LEATTAT T2 AT 94: |
TAT FAThed FTET AT Faq: T Ta®: |
FHOTT FAT ATAT AT AT GH |
THE FEGH AT q7 7] 919 |
AT AT AT RTaweqad = |
AT TAT Feed T IreT T ||

FoTsASTY fasmeeq qr FrfEEgan

As my heart never swerves from Sri Rama, may Agni Bhagavan, the witness of the world, protect
me in all ways.
As my character is pure, though Sri Rama thinks otherwise, may Agni Bhagavan, the witness of

the world, protect me in all ways.
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As | have never been insincere in thought, word and deed to Sri Rama, who knows all dharmas,
and as Surya Bhagavan, Vayu, the quarters, Chandra, day time, the Sandhyas, night time, earth

and all others know that my character is pure, may Agni Bhagavan protect me in all ways.

TaHFAT q daal THET ot |
farerer saae <1 M Ee e |
Saying thus, Vaidehi went round Agni and entered the blazing Agni with mind free from any

attachment.

TEITR et g grefa faqe: & : |
TEET ATV o GILATIHATTH: |
As Sita Devi entered Agni, loud and unparalleled cry of shock emanated from the Rakshasas and

monkeys.

Brahma then appeared in person and praised Sri Rama.

Listening to the auspicious words spoken by Brahma, Agni Bhagavan came out, with Vaidehi on
his lap.

. LN e oo
Ud=geaT A AT faqregaHiied |
AZHATTT dag eaard fararas: |

Agni, the witness of everything in the world, said to Sri Rama:

AT q=T TH AT AThed q1ae: |
YT T TH Jaal araqeaT 7 o |

o ATAT T HAAT ATTEATATST T |
HIAT FaLiivele 7 @Maad g |
TAUATIA [T OT A oohel L& |

AT fafgar <=7 faaer [T s
frerEwTaT MoaTT I v 1T |

7 et remaer-agaTsTI=TRiy T

Sri Rama, here is your Vaidehi; there is no sin in her.

Sri Rama, established in virtue! Sita of virtuous conduct has not been insincere to you in word,
thought, desire and eyes.

She was abducted and taken prisoner by the conceited Ravana from the forest, when she was
alone and helpless and in a pitiable condition.

Raghava, please accept her; she is sinless and very pure in heart. There is nothing adverse; |

assure you.
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In Yuddhakandam, 35" Sarga, Malyavan advises Ravana to return Sita Devi to Sri Rama and

speaks about the omens at that time.

o s TfcR T oTT & |
- RFHeIT-Ha 1T STar 7 |l
T THTET gHY: YA 39 T |
TIHT ATEATHTHT ST g T |l

c

TSI d Mo dedigeitad: |
Teaerfia fAfea-garaigeeiaa
R TOT-T e HT-H g e e |
ST TeAHT ST AT AT e 297 |
TFad GG fgaes qgr=y: |

[ e NN N o o d (o
BN GASUEREEHIIGRENRIRIEEENMED| Il
Your wanton action, prompted by lowly desire, has generated much intolerable restlessness in

Munis, who are like Agni.

Their power is like blazing Agni’s and unconquerable. Having experienced the Self through
austerity, they are keen on growth of dharma.

These brahmanas always worship Devas through various yagnas and offer Ahutis in Agni and
also chant Vedas in a loud tone.

The smoke emanating from the Agnihotram performed by Rishis, shining like Agni, diffuses in all
the ten directions and robs the Rakshasas of their power.

The signs, appearing when Agni shines with no smoke after Homa is done once, indicate victory.

Sri Halasya Mahatmya
There are 16 slokas in which Kulasekara Pandian praises Sri Minakshi Sundareswara. These
slokas end with the words:

HETed a7 HYT THRLET TE=CH |

“| worship Sri Sundareswara, the consort of the sweet Minakshi”. In the 10™ sloka, it is said that

the Dikshita performing Agni Upasana and Agni itself, both are the forms of Sri Parameswara.

FT-AT - FATE g AL -STICATIT-2TT g
ATEATEATATEALH -9, QTTITEA |

R RTEATRT A -A-a T qE@aq

HETad ava e TRITET — Fg= |
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‘I worship Sri Sundareswara, the consort of the sweet Minakshi, Mahadeva, who is of the eight
forms — earth, water, Agni, air, Chandra, space, Surya and the Dikshita performing yaga, whose

speech is more delicious than Amrita, the food of Devas, and who bestows happiness.”

Sri Madhaviya Sankara Vijayam

In this book in the 2" Sarga titled ‘Acharya Janmadikathanam’, while describing Sri Aryamba, who
carried in her womb Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya, the Avatara of Sri Parameswara, it is
said that Sri Parameswara, who takes the form of Ashtamoorthy, shone in the womb of Sri
Aryamba.

(o o [enN o
TATAHT FIE TAHTFH g
ST ATEAHE &< 1979 T |

a1 fegar« faga B arqeent™
TETTY AT ZHT TATSIATAT: |

“The gait of that pregnant woman became slow. What is surprising about it? She is the refuge of

Sri Parameswara, who sustains the fourteen worlds and who takes the eight forms — earth, water,
Agni, air, space, Surya, Chandra and the Dikshita performing yagna.” It is mentioned clearly in this

context that Agni and the Dikshita who worships Agni are the forms of Sri Parameswara.
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14. Agni Upasana in Grihya Prayogas

Vivaha (Marriage)
In Vivaha Prayoga (rules for rituals of marriage), the bride and the groom go round Agni and sit for
Homa. The bridegroom sits on the north side and the bride sits next to him on the south side. With

the bride touching him, the groom performs Homa by offering Ahutis chanting the mantras

JHTIASTHIEds ¥181. Many mantras are in the form of prayers to Agni. If Homa is done with

knowledge of the meaning of the mantras, the fruit is greater. One can feel unspeakable peace

also.

In Mantraprasnam called Ekagnikandam, 1% Prasnam, 4" Kandam, 5" mantra:

(1) Sat gFTa ATHTeHTET T aehid |

AT g HIEaEATAITSHI I
“O Indra Deva bestowing fulfilment of desires! | perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with

the prayer that this bride should drop her attachment to her father’s lineage and develop pride in
my family and be blessed with good progeny of male issues, wealth, foodgrains, cows and such

other auspicious things.”

(2) SITALT TAHT AT AT ST TSI G AT |

) = . ] 2 -
qEd TSI FRUNSHAAT FAAET G sard |
| perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with prayers to Agni and Varuna that the offspring

of this bride shall be free from the misfortune of untimely death and that this bride shall not have to

shed tears owing to grief of progeny’s death.

(3) THTHIUIETAATSTR A : TSTHES T4 AT |
HAYFATTEAT STAATHE] AT T AT TIZEAATTHIH

This Agni of Vivaha homam shall protect this bride from all kinds of dangers and grant long life to

her children. She should beget many children, decorating her lap and become mother of progeny
with long life. She should wake up in the morning with the happiness coming from her son; she
should fondle her son on her lap in the morning and enjoy that happiness. | perform this Homa

with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

(4) ITT T AT =TT IeATET AgE AT |
AT @ faehe® strafarsT sfaadt afaeiess s 9egw=dt I FATEI =
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O bride, separation from husband or children will lead to your shedding of tears. Let this not
happen to you. With husband of long life, may you shine in your husband’s home looking after

favourable children. | perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

(5) FATEd TSXAT, ATIER AR €, gaqw ArAarsTHLerd |l
SAETEE: TG JaeaidiasaadT ATHTE] T |

May Devata of Svarga (Dyuloka) protect the rear of your body; Vayu Deva, both thighs; Asvini
Devas, your bosom; Savita, your son; Brihaspathi, everything else. May all Devas protect you. |
perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

(6) TeAT ATHH ATV ArGHTAEARTLTET ASTHATGIATH: |
A AT AEga LT T T : THIUT: ||

O Varuna Bhagavan, | take refuge in you for my protection, chanting Veda mantras. Dikshitas

performing yagas wish for their protection by performing Homa with Charu, Purodasa etc. (ritual
offerings of flour). | do the same with stotras. O Varuna, who has been praised by many
performers of yaga, please do not become angry with me for faults of omitting mandatory acts and
performing prohibited acts. Please grant me long life. | perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in
Agni with this prayer.

(7) T@HY SATEAATHHAAT [Za: | STATE gAY RusATH e g A=

Agni Bhagavan, you are attained by devout worshippers, or you reach worshippers yourself. You

are attained by their minds. As you are easily accessible for worshippers, | meditate on you.
Please convey the Havis we offer to the respective Devatas. Please grant us wellbeing. You, who
are easily attainable, should rid us of our sins and bless us.

(8) 3T AT FedT=ATaq vaaT | FMATYTE H Tiastiang a9erad |
The bride prays for her husband’s long life through Laaja Homam (offering of parched paddy grain

in Agni with mantra).
This bride, performing Laaja Homam, prays to Agni Deva that her husband should live long, for a
hundred years.

(9) AU SASHAT TTAHATEAT |

q THTAT 3Tea¥: Iat FFTa A aeqaaHgaehd |
The girls adored the brilliant Agni Deva, who is quickly attained by worshippers. May that Agni

Deva, who deserves not to be troubled by anyone, disengage this bride from her father’s lineage.
She should not be disengaged from her husband’s lineage. She should be made to dvelop great

love for her husband’s family.
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O Agni Deva, many brides have attained benefits by worshipping you with Laaja Homam earlier.
In the same manner this bride also performs Laaja Homam with a view to attaining benefits. We

perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

(10) TTHIAHT AT ThATAT ATH AT [T |
srgfea gefgterd = Mty Tt aa=ar ot

For performing karmas like yaga and attaining to Swargaloka, the bride — yagnapatni — is
important. O Agni, you are empowered in enabling ‘Kanyaka Prapanam’ (attaining bride), which is
the means of attaining to Swarga etc, and which enables plenty of foodgrains. We therefore call
you ‘Daata’. As you bring about harmony between the bride and the groom, the couple perform
Homa for you with cow’s ghee, like watering the roots of tree profusely for the tree’s good growth.
Hence, o Agni deva, you should establish complete harmony among the two of us, bride and the

groom.

The newly married couple commence Agni Upasana thus as per rules on the day of marriage.
Veda tells us by way of instruction with compassion that this Agni should be protected throughout
one’s life. If Agni is worshipped in this manner, benefits like good health, unlimited wealth, long
life, good progeny etc. will accrue. This Agni Upasana has been practised by successive
generations till recently. That is why we live good lives with plenty of wealth. We should also
continue with Agni Upasana like Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam etc. Those who have the means can

undertake Agnihotram also and continue to perform the same.

Veda teaches us the prayers to be chanted to Agni Deva in the Aupasanagni and makes them

fruitful. Let us now look at some of them.

Apastamba Grihya Sutra, 6™ Kandam, Sutra 10 says:

STUIA 9 ET SURT T T TS AT

AT AT Agdlgedl STATRITdT=rd T=Ted Fedl
Grihastha should establish Agni in the Easana (north east) part of his house and perform 13

Ahutis with the wife touching the husband and then perform Jayadi Homam. He should then do

Parishechanam.

(11) IRT=Y HigHT MIATEATICATAT TSAT T e |
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TEAT IS AT GEAHERS ord RATERIT |

O Agni, my wife came here with the wealth given her by her father. She should have sustained
auspiciousness (long life of husband) and good progeny and wealth and be worshipful of Agni

through Aupasanam etc. | perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

(12) STSITAT AT TSTAT SeaTil T T=5a |

T THEITAT SHATSadt: I97 |

We should not face a situation of grief owing to death of our progeny while we are alive. O

Prajapatis, O Indragnis, | perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer.

13. O Agni, please accept our Ahuti of ghee and make this woman full of breastmilk and good
fortune of house, wealth etc. We should have wealth enough to support many. Please grant us

sufficient wealth such that we do not have to seek from others.

14. O Agni, we should live in this house together without separation. We should have long life.

Please grant us all wellbeing.

Vedamatha blesses us to live comfortably throughout our lives by praying to Agni Bhagavan in the
above manner. Let us live life of ease, health and peace by following the path shown by our

ancestors.

Aupasanam

Every couple, married through vivaha of Braahma etc. type, should protect throughout their lives
the Agni which was witness to their marriage. Ahutis must be offered to Surya in the morning and
Agni in the evening. Svishtakrut is the second Devata. Maharishis state that it is from
Aupasanagni that Aadhanam should be performed in order to do Sroutha karmas and start yagas.
After performing Homa in Aupasanagni, Agni Gayatri should be chanted. Agni Gayatri:

TATT [EAT[g ATATATH el Tg T AR TH AT |

Aupasana should be learnt from those who are of good Aachara (Vedic conduct), have studied

Vedas properly and who perform all rituals; it should be commenced only in their presence.
Aupasana takes a maximum of 15 minutes. Great fruits can be reaped easily here and in the
hereafter.

(Veda mantras should be learnt only from a Guru with proper Svara and correct pronunciation.)
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Sthalipaka@lﬁilqwﬁ:

Maharishi Aapastamba mentions the rules of performing Sthalipaka in his Grihya Sutra, 3" Patala,

7" khanda. IFATHRREA TITAITHRT IS | He calls it Aagneya Sthalipaka, started after

marriage and performed with wife for pleasing Agni Devata. There are prayers to Agni in this rite.
If one performs with Vedic purity, he can live a healthy life, with plenty of food. After marriage, the

wife is taught to cook food with chant of mantra.

With Aupasana being performed continuously, Sthalipaka should be started within six months of
marriage in Uttarayana on Krishnapaksha Prathama day. This is called Pournamasa Sthalipaka.

Similarly Darsa Sthalipaka is done on Suklapaksha Prathama day.

Aagrayana Sthalipaka, which is one of the seven Pakayagnas to be performed, should be done in
Sarad ritu (months of Aippasi, Karthik) on Pournami or Amavasya day using paddy freshly

harvested.

Vaisvadeva 3°9<4:

Violence to living beings happens knowingly or unknowingly in the course of our household work.

Sastra identifies five such sources of violence. AT TSI e

1. Kandini: The cutter used for cutting vegetables. Vegetables also have life.

2. Peshini: The mill-stone, pestle, the modern day grinder etc. used for grinding various
foodgrains.

3. Chulli: Fire, which causes death of small insects etc. When we place fire in any place, it may Kill
some worms.

4. Jalakumbham: When we place the waterpot anywhere, small beings at the bottom may lose
their lives.

5. Upaskaram: The broom, when used on the floor, causes small beings to die in its sweep.

The Prayaschitta, to be done for the sins committed in the above processes even unwittingly, is
called Vaisvadevam. Here bali (offering of food) is given with chanting of mantra for the
satisfaction of all living beings with the prayer that the beings, which died because of us, should

attain to good state and that Bhagavan should forgive us. Bali is offered in Vaisvadevam for all
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living beings in the world like dog, crow and even those expelled by society. This is also called

Bhutayagna. All Devas are worshipped in this.

In Vaisvadeva, bali is offered to various categories of beings: 14 beings consisting of Devas,
humans, Pitrus etc.; 8 Devaganas including Siddhas, Guhyakas, Gandharvas, Yakshas,
Rakshasas, Pannagas, Vidyadharas and Pisachas; 5 Tiryakyonis, i.e. animals including crawling
ones, four-legged, monkeys, animals and birds; Patangas — small insects; trees. Thus Agni
Bhagavan grants us the fruits and merits of feeding all beings. With chant of 72 mantras of
Simhanuvaka, we get rid of our sins. The karma gets completed with this prayer to Agni Deva:
MRS i qcd oo T |

qSTia: TSl SEa[vaH d = |l

AT FHE TG T FASACST TTHAATH |

HAHdRH arier gtaviar faefg 7: 0

‘O bestower of wealth, please grant me all benefits including long life, good health, plenty of
wealth, steadfastness, power, strength, fame, brilliance, good innate nature, cattle wealth, fertility,
Vedic knowledge, power to seek Brahman, good fortune, success in efforts, greatness of lineage

and performance of svakarma.”

See how our ancestors have shown the way to easily attain all good desirables. The above sloka
of prayer is found in the book ‘Karmadipa Prakasam’ in Vaisvadeva Prakaranam. Vaisvadevam is
to be performed twice a day — in the morning and evening. Even now many people are performing
this rite in our country. There is no doubt that performing Vaisvadevam as learnt from Guru as per

one’s family tradition will get all good and virtuous things.

Upanayanam
Brahmacharis should perform Samidadhanam in Agni in morning and evening every day with 13

mantras. The mantras starting with 3T aﬁramgmf ded SITdd<d | and ending with

AT Faadl 13 R g1 are prayers to Agni Bhagavan. The meanings of the mantras

are as follows:
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1. O Agni Deva, | place this Samit in you, Agni, who are in a lofty position, who know all objects
originating in the world and who place all your worshippers in lofty states. | have offered this Samit
with chant of ‘Svaha’.

2. O Agni Bhagavan, in the way you shine well with the Samit, please bestow on me long life,
radiance, attainment of requisite objects, power of retention in memory, progeny, cattle, Brahmic
brilliance and power of Jatharagni (Agni in stomach for digestion). | place this samith with this
prayer.

3. Prayer to Samith: O Samith, The way Agni grows because of you; | should also grow the same
way; | should attain greatness in many ways.

4. O Samith, you give bright shine to Agni; we, who are placing you in Agni, should also attain
bright shine. We are therefore uniting this Samith to Agni with ‘Svaha’.

5. O Samith, as you are the instrument of brightness in Agni, you are also shining with bright
flame. Please bestow brightness on me also. | am offering this Samith in Homam for this purpose.
6. | am doing the karma of Samidadhanam properly now. This should engender faith and attitude
in me for Vedic karmas. Agni Bhagavan, | should perform Homam every day with Havis of ghee,
milk etc. and worship you. | should get Brahmic brilliance. The obstacles in my path should vanish.
7. O Agni Deva, | am performing Homa with this Samith with prayer that you should grant me
Brahmic brilliance, progeny and limitless wealth.

8. O Agni Bhagavan, Devas like Indra and Brahmarishis like Vasishtha should bear witness to this
Samidadhanam | am doing and bless me.

9. Agni Deva, you shine brightly and live in Svargaloka. | offer this Samith in Homa for you.

10. | offer this Samith in Homa for Devatas of Dyuloka (Svarga) and Bhuloka (earth).

11. O Agni Deva, Please get happy with the Homam with this Samith and make me free from all
wants. | should be complete in all respects.

12. O Agni Deva, if someone tries to take away and enjoy something which is due to me, please
bless me to get that object and deprive the other person of it.

13. O Agni Deva, please bless me to complete my brahmacharya vrata. Even if some deficiency
occurs in it, please remove it and grant me fulfilment.

Then Parishechanam is done without mantra; a Samith is placed in Agni; after chanting

FUFTEITH FLT  he should get up and pray with the mantra I 3.
“l should become full of brilliance from your brilliance; | should get vigour from your vigour; from

your power of removing sin, | should get that power. May Agni Bhagavan grant me knowledge,
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progeny and powerful sense organs. May Surya grant me knowledge, progeny and glowing

vigour.”

In the end the following mantras of obeisance to Agni Bhagavan are chanted:

g (haTgle Alhg e garerd |

T AT aF TQF JE&q d

ST T-TRAATOT T FH BT o |

T T -STLITOTT FEOTTET T2 I

“O Agni Deva, though my observance of mantra, kriya and bhakti might have been deficient, this
Homam performed by me may become complete by your grace.”

“Of all Prayaschittas (expiations) of the form of tapas or karma, meditating on Sri Krishna is the
best.”

Saying this, if Samith of Peepul or Palasa is offered as Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan in morning and
evening, it is great Agni Upasana. Agni Bhagavan gets pleased and grants us all our wishes and
wellbeing. Agni Upasana is a simple observance practised by our ancestors. It starts with
Samidadhanam in Brahmacharya asrama. We should teach our children to do Samidadhanam

and attain wellbeing.

Upanayanam means leading the disciple to Veda (Upa-near; Nayanam- leading to Guru or Veda).
Only after this samskara, the person attains the state of Brahmana or Dvija, the second birth. He
attains third birth while starting to perform yaga. Manusmriti (2:139) says so:

SIS EESEERFGIRENR ER R

et FTateATa e =g |
Brahmachari is one who who studies Veda well and practises all regulations for retaining Veda

firmly in his mind. Aapastamba Grihya Sutra says: Tﬁﬁ'@'ﬁ sl ngw@qdthd.
As per the commentary of Sri Sudarsana, brahmanas should perform upanayanam in the 6™, 7"

or 8" year from the date of conception.

A FARmeT i §ehr |
Upanayanam is mandated in Veda. It is a samskara karma prescribed in Veda for learning Vedic

rules. As it is prescribed in Veda itself, there is great importance for it among brahmanas.

STIET < STOH T qasT et qaast o |
Fd M= d =rered O T Seg 49 |
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“O Agni Deva, You, who grant us long life and have glowing limbs and grow with ghee, please
accept our prayer. Consuming this ghee, having the fragrance of cow and equal to nectar, be
pleased with this Homa with Samith and lead this student towards old age like a father would his
son.” When this mantra is chanted by the Guru, the disciple performs Homa at the close of the
mantra.

THEY Y 99 Hie

“O Agni Deva, grant this student long life and brilliance (good health).

ST A T IITA e I8 Ta<t F0Mq

“May Agni grant you long life and physical strength.”

Those meritorious jivas, who practise their respective asrama karmas as laid down in Veda in the
spirit of karmayoga with discipline and devotion to Bhagavan without looking for fruits, will get
relieved from the cycle of samsara in this birth itself or in the coming births, depending on their

Prarabdha karma.
Sanyasasramam

If one performs karmas with faith in Sastras and devotion to Acharya, he can absorb the Agni,
which he worshipped outside (Samidadhana Agni, Aupasana Agni or Tretagni consisting of
Garhapatya, Ahavaniya and Dakshinagni), on his own Atma and perform Ahuti of the entire world

in the Agni of Gnana in his Sanyasasrama. Upanishad calls him Atmayaiji.

AU T FIsRgi Agraid: (FmEaaud)

Bhagavan Krishna says the same thing in Gita — FTATIH: TEAET Fad o[

He burns away all karmas — merits and sins — and their fruits in the Agni of Gnana and attains
Mukti. Sri Manu also says:

ARTHATHIS7AE AT HETI AT 4T |

AT ITIA TZTATAhSIT=A Y |
If one performs Vedic study, Agni Upasana with the five great yagnas etc. as per his capacity, it

will destroy all his sins including sins classified as great. Hence Agni Upasana is very important for
the brahmana. (Manusmriti 11:245).

FeEdSET afeq: gre fHagfa g |

TAT ATETHIAT 979 79 qgid agtad |l

Page 80 of 117



Just as Agni burns away firewood etc. in a second and reduces them to ashes, Gnanagni burns
away the sins of those who study Veda. Gnanagni removes all karmas root and branch and grants
the state of no rebirth. (11:246).
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15. Traditional Vedic Agni Upasana in Kashmir —

Sri Laugakshi Grihya Prayoga

Our Vedic religion is known as Sanatana Dharma. Vedic dharmas are found spread all over the
world even to this day. Especially in our Bharatadesa, Vedic rituals including Agni Upasana have
been practised from Kashmir to Kanyakumari for ages, and crores of people have enjoyed their
benefits here and hereafter. Kashmiri Pandits, who are brahmanas, have been performing Vedic
rites including Agni Upasana to this day. Katha Sakha (branch) of Krishna Yajurveda must have

been mostly in practice there.

Grihyasutras of Maharishi Laugakshi in palm leaves were first found and printed in Sarada Lipi
(script) in 1927 and published by Pratapa Simha, the then Maharaja of Kashmir. The famous Veda
book titled ‘Kashmira Mantra Kalpadruma’, also known as ‘Mantra Ratnakara’ written by Maharishi

Laugakshi was found in 1835 in the form of palm leaves and was preserved carefully since then.

Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Sankaracharya Swamigal, the 69™ Peethadhipathi of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham and Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi
Sankaracharya Swamigal, the 70™ Peethadhipathi have been organising with great effort Rigveda
Samhita Homam, Chaturveda Parayanas, Chandi Homam etc. every year in remote places like
Jammu, Leh (Ladakh) etc. for wellbeing of the world, specially of Bharatadesa and for removal of
the misery of Kashmiri Pandits. Jagadguru Sri Acharya Swamigal personally attends these
proceedings. On one such occasion, Kashmiri Pandits handed the above two rare books to Sri
Swamigal and prayed that the books be printed and published. The Jagadgurus very happily got
the books published in 2011 through Sri Venkateswara Vedic University of Sri Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam. Kashmiri Pandits have been praising the great and rare efforts of Srimatham for
protecting Vedas. They claim with happiness that it would not be an exaggeration to say that for
the first time in the history of Bharat, Chaturveda Parayana was held in Kashmir through

Srimatham’s efforts.

Grihya Sutras of Maharishi Laugakshi

This book was published through Srimatham’s efforts in 2011 with the commentary of Devapala.
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Vivarana (gloss) for the Grihya Sutras was written by Sri Aditya Darsana. Another explanatory text
called Panchika or Paddhati written by Sri Brahmanapala, son of Sri Madhavadhvaryu, is also
there. Sri Devapala’s commentary is also available.

Gobhila Grihya Sutras and Agastya’s Sloka Darpana are in use in Kashmir even today. Laugakshi
Grihya Sutras are known variously as Kataka Grihya Sutras, Charaka Grihya Sutras and
Charayaniya Grihya sutras. It is noteworthy that these Grihya Sutras are worded in the same way
as those in practice in South India like Aapasthamba, Aasvalayana, Bodhayana or Draahyayana
Grihya Sutras.

In the first part of Laugakshi Grihya Sutras, there are 73 kandikas. We have given below a few of
them used in Agni Upasana in Poorva Karmas. This shows how Agni Upasana is well established

even in the Himalayan area of Kashmir, the head of Bharatadesa.

At the beginning of 1% kandika, the Sutra starts with Upanayana vrata:

o~ o
ST AT T (2-2)

T T T THITH I (2-%)
AT ST AT A0 AT [P |
The tem ‘Agnindhanam’ shows that brahmacharis must do Agni Upasana called Samidadhanam

in the morning and evening.

In the 13™ kandika, after vivaha:

(oo [N
Al HTnd AT H4Td

gaisgd: Tgad: grdaEfa - (23-)
TAQUHTHIFIT: TTHRIAT: | (¢3-9)

In the 20" kandika, it is stated that in the night before marriage, Devatas like Agni should be

worshipped.

ETA AT SRy {30 (:¢-2)

In the 41% kandika, upanayanam:

THH TY ATEUETITITH (49-9)
SR T TFH 99 THGEH JT[ored 9+ |
T TSI |

THRTEST T9TT ||
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STEATAT | SISO | FHEE |
o |11 |\ | A= = |

Brahmacharis should pray to Samidadhana Agni:

g Y] ACTHTETG Haddt HaTiH JITE |
“O Agni, with your grace, | shall observe all discipline properly.”

In the 49" kandika, details of Nakshatra Ishti are given:

TAATNY AATRAATATTACATTHI AT ... THT I TF= |

In the 63" kandika, Sutras giving procedures for Sraaddham are given:

AT FATOFAT Il (%3-¢)
AT TRENT 19T FgHd S HsTy |

FAHATATT T 7 TAAT gaaT Il (% 3-R)

Is it not clear that Poorva and Apara Karmas (rituals observed during life and post-death)
prescribed in Sruti and Smriti have been the same all over Bharatadesa? It is the motiveless
compassion of Veda Matha that humans and, specially brahmanas, should live their lives as per
the Grihya Sutras given by Maharishis, applicable to their own Veda Sakha and Sutra, please
Bhagavan through that process and develop purity of mind and have direct vision of Bhagavan.
Agni upasana has been at the root of this scheme of karmas.

In the second part of Laugakshi Grihya Sutras, Apara karmas are covered.
In the same manner, Maithili brahmanas of Bihar and those in all other Indian States including
U.P., M.P., Odisha, A.P., Karnataka, Kerala and Maharashtra have all along been engaged in
Agni Upasana through Sroutha and Smartha karmas prescribed in Vedas.
(Reference: The Grihya sutras of Laugakshi Maharishi with Bhashya of Devapala published by Sri

Venkateswara Vedic University, Tirupati and edited by S.Sudarsana Sarma, Vice-chancellor.)
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16. Agni Upasana all over the world

People of Stone Age worshipped fire. Initially they were afraid on seeing sparks of fire emanating
when two particular stones were struck against each other. Gradually they overcame the fear and
knew how to put the fire to productive use and started to worship fire. Then they found out how to

make fire by rubbing and churning two pieces of wood. They therefore came to be known as
Prometheans (from YH<IT Pramantha in Sanskrit, meaning one who churns). This practice is

prevalent in China even today under the name of Suy-Jin. People gradually started to worship and
protect fire throughout their lives. Fire is protected even today in many traditions in different parts
of the world. In Korea, the fire worshipped by the ancestors is preserved through generations. As
civilisation developed, the belief that by protecting the fire continuously people’s wishes get

fulfilled, took deep roots.

In Europe there are said to be separate temples for fire. Greeks, Latins, Persians, Mexicans,
Peruvians and others have been protecting flames of fire on top of pyramids and worshipping
them. ‘Akhanda Deepa’ (uninterrupted light of lamp) like in our country is being practised there in
the form of continuously burning flame. It is noteworthy that the governments in those countries
appoint officials to protect the flames. In case the flame gets put out, work is stopped in homes
and government offices. All people right from children to elders fast. After completing some
prayers, the flame is lit again. It is to be noted that except for natural calamities, the flame is truly

maintained in uninterrupted manner.

Agni is worshipped in many countries. Romans are the most important of them. Impure and
unnecessary materials should not be dropped and lit in the vessels of fire or lamps; the flame
should never be put out by blowing air from mouth. This is practised as a sacred requirement in
Albania, the Galtchas of Ferghana and Tadjikas of Bokhara. (This is in accordance with our
Sastras). All family members and government officials are maintaining separate fire altars with
uninterrupted flame. Hundreds of fire altars appear to exist in northern countries. These practices
do remind us of rituals like Samidadhanam, Aupasanam, Nitya Agnihotram etc. prescribed in
Veda.
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In our yagas, we plant yupasthambhas (sacrificial posts) and offer prayers. In western countries,
they plant oak trees and light fire on top. The fire gradually travels down till the entire oak tree is
reduced to ashes. This takes about a year from Christmas of a year to Christmas next year.
Farmers believe that by sprinkling those ashes in the fields, good harvest is achieved. Kings

considered that worship of fire increased their strength.

Mongolians practise a tradition that however much a girl is scolded or abused, she should not be
touched if she stands between her bed and the place where fire is kept and worshipped. Just as
we go round Agni three times during marriage and worship, girls in Germany and neighbouring
countries go round the fire altar three times on returning home after marriage in the church. They
also apply the ashes from the altar on their forehead, or, sprinkle ash water on their bare feet.
People think that their families, government etc. are prosperous because of this type of Agni
worship. In Olympic games, we find that Olympic torch is carried from country to country. The
Olympic torch lighting ceremony is celebrated as a big festival in western countries. Activities
related to Agni are thus practised in various ways all over the world.

Courtesy: “Agnihotram (The Vedic Solution for Present day problems)” by M.S. alias Baburao
Parkhe, Vaidika Samsodhana Mandal, Pune.

Savants in our country proclaim that it can be established with proof that our Veda dharma is

indeed worldwide.

Agni karma is prescribed for people of all castes. All people should perform Aupasanam during
marriage and protect the Agni for all time. Parsis do protect Agni now. Their religion is known as
Zend Avastha. The part of Veda called Chandovastha has turned into that religion. Their founder
Zoroastra’s name is derived from Sourashtra. Their country’s name Iran is muted form of Aryan. In
case Agni gets put out, they do Prayaschitta at great expense. Aryans were known as ‘Fire
worshippers’. (from Voice of God-Part Il of Sri Maha Swamigal).
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17. Antyeshti — Purusha Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan

In the Pooja performed in the morning and evening, it is usual to remove Nirmalyam (old flowers)
from the deity by chanting the mantra:

QT AT TSt 2 qA1a: |

ST ST AT HISg AT Torad I

“Our body is said to be temple; the Jiva in the body is the eternal Bhagavan. We should remove

the Nirmalyam of Agnhana (ignorance) and worship with the attitude of ‘I am He’.” Here our body is
extolled as Devalaya, temple. As Bhagavan resides in the human body, it is called Devalaya.
Though Bhagavan resides in the bodies of all creatures, it is only in human form that one has the

ability to have vision of Bhagavan. Many savants have glorified the human form’s greatness in

many ways. Manu also says: TRHATE gq HHCHIEHH\ - “This body is the prime instrument for

performing all dharmas”. The Saivaite Nayanmar, Appar sings of ‘body as temple’. Kathopanishad
says: et e Aty o e d | “Consider the body as chariot and Atma as the
charioteer”. Bhagavan Krishna preaches to Arjuna in Bhagavadgita:

AT FAYATT 2e 39 fagfa |

FTHIA AT TeATEaT J1IT ||
“Iswara is seated in the heart of all beings and revolves them through his Maya, as if mounted on

a revolving machine.” Bhagavan also says in the Gita:

T I AT AT |
gt =T |y ol geesy

The body is ‘kshetra’ (field of action) and Bhagavan present in the body of all beings is

‘kshetragna’ (knower and controller of kshetra).

Tirumular in his Tirumandiram extols the greatness of the human body in the 3™ Tantra: “If body
deteriorates, life will ebb. If you do not have a strong body, you will not be able to have access to
firm spiritual knowledge. Hence | have found the means of looking after the body and thus caring
for life. Earlier | used to think that body is inferior. Then | found the Eternal Truth inside the body.

As Bhagavan resides in the body, | look after the body now.”

Veda Matha instructs that the human body of such importance, where Bhagavan resides, should

be disposed of in Vedic karma after death by burial or consigning to Agni. Maharishis have
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therefore handed to us the procedures of Antyeshti, similar to a yaga, with proper chanting of
mantras and performance of kriyas. These rites should be observed as per one’s respective Veda
Sakha and Sutra. This is also spoken of very highly in Tamil literature as a sacred duty of human

beings.

On separation from the body, the Jiva does not reach Pitruloka, nor does it take another birth
immediately. It takes one year for it to travel to reach the other world. Our Sastras declare that the
Jiva crosses Vaitarani river and goes to the city of Yama. Greeks also believe that the Jiva
crosses the river Styx and reaches the city called Hades, where watch-dogs called Cerberus are
present. The monthly post-death Vedic rites practised by us are also observed by Christians as
rites with the name of Viaticum. In addition to the last rites performed on death, they also observe
All Souls Day for the satisfaction of all departed Jivas on 2" November every year all over the
world. They have modelled their acts on the Sraadhas with offering of Pindas that we perform in
places like Rameswaram, Badri, Gaya, Kashi, Prayag, Kurukshetra etc. In our Bharatadesa, all
people observe Uttarakriyas for departed Jivas in their hour of grief. We observe that the dead
body is bathed, decorated with sandalpaste, Vibhuti, garland etc. and placed on a bedstead and
last rites performed to the playing of instruments. That this practice has been in vogue for ages is

clear from the commentary of Sri Adi Sankaracharya on Chandogya Upanishad (8:8:5):

T HTSTeT QI THEAT FaAATASH I |

Hegarcddd g[H Ateh STea=a =g |

TATATAGET HEha T T Iaed ST FUT THEAT T e T T ST el 0T Jea
FAATTRAT=RBIEAT S TR ITAS R EqTTATRI QO d Heparedde HOTT HERL0TH I
JTaaed STeawat 7e=d |l

Virochana, the king of Asuras, thought of the body as Atman. Hence his followers glorified the
body and performed the last rites elaborately on death as mentioned here in Chandogya
Upanishad.

On close scrutiny of Sastras, it can be seen that on the Jiva departing from the body, the deities
presiding over the sense organs like Surya in the eyes, Agni in the mouth, Indra in the arms etc.
do not go back to their original abodes immediately. We send these deities back to their abodes

only through Preta Samskaras. The meaning of the mantras chanted in the rites makes this clear.
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‘Samskara’ means making good and pure. Sastras direct that 40 Samskaras should be performed
for purifying the Jiva at every stage from conception onwards. These 40 samskaras are intended
in Sastras as yagas with Ahuti to Iswara. Similarly the relatives perform Antya Ishti (last yaga) to
the corpse after death. That Agni is called Chitagni. Just as the materials offered in Homa are
purified before use, the body is bathed, ghee is applied all over and then the body is cremated.
The body is offered as Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan. Even if buried in earth, it is also an offering to

Bhagavan.

The Antyeshti of brahmanas is practised in two ways: Brahmamedha samskara and Pitrumedha
samskara. The antyeshti karma is superior to all yagas. Sruti, Smritis and Puranas preach that
these karmas are means to the lofty state and help in attainment of Iswara Sayujya (union with
Iswara). This Purushahuti samskara is laid down in Sruti and the relevant mantras are found in all
the four Vedas. Maharishis, who have written Kalpa Sutras, like Aapasthamba, Bodhayana,
Bharadvaja, Draahyayana, Aasvalayana, Katyayana and Satyaashada have handed to us
Pitrumedha Sutras covering Apara Prayogas. In our Sanatana Dharma we have been taught from
ancient times to associate Vedic spirit and Bhagavan with Samskaras connected with Apara
Kriyas and this has set the tone for the whole world to follow.

The story of Prahlada is told in Srimad Bhagavatham in skandha 7. After the Killing of

Hiranyakasipu, Nrisimha Bhagavan instructs Prahlada:

AT RraTar -

AATeq TEUT Aleh TG hTeaTHIAdT: |

AT H G AHAT a9 IaeT2g |

TE & JARATOT (A qeT qa9T: |

HESATETLTHAATST AT ATEAT AT I

U= o SIATAS T Sg[anais: |

AT 9T HAEATT F% HATT 7L ||

“Your followers become my devotees in this world. You are the best among my devotees and are

an example for others. Your father became pure in all respects by contact with me. You do the
Uttarakriyas for him. Child Prahlada, he will attain to good realms as he has been the father of a
good child. You assume your father’s position as king. With your mind directed to me, perform
karmas as directed by Vedic scholars and dedicate them to me.”
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TEATGHY TAT =5 A caTFIT s |
TATE AITATATSTA (S TOhT et |

Prahlada performed Antyeshti for his father accordingly. As instructed by Bhagavan, he was

anointed king by the best of brahmanas.

All Sroutha and Smartha karmas are being performed for ages as detailed in Sastras. We know
from Itihasas and Puranas that numerous people have performed the karmas as laid down in

Vedas, attained purity of mind thereby and broken off from the cycle of birth and death.

In Sri Ramayanam, Sri Vasishta instructs Bharata to perform Antyeshti karmas of Emperor

Dasaratha on his death (Ayodhya Kandam):

THE e WA bl [ |
AT qd1 AT AHY: APAF[W:
A QM W o TSI HSTAL: |

ITHRT LT % A
Rishi Vasishtha, the best among speakers, said to Bharata, who was agonising in grief.

“O Reputed Prince, enough with grieving. Perform the best Apara Kriyas for the emperor in time.

May you be well.”

AT T S[caT ALaT 9T Ta: |
STAFHCAT FATTOT HILATHTE gHTad |
T AT Awe T GUANMG e HdT: |

F A RAATSTHE S o gded TATH{

“‘Bharata, who knew Dharmas, acted on Vasishtha’s instructions and, resuming mental balance,

performed all Apara Kriyas.”
“The Agnis maintained by Dasaratha were brought from his Agnisalas and Homa was performed

in them by Ritviks and Dikshitas as per Sastras.”

TAT AT geaT STTEqed agfeast: | (76-18)

SR o TATATE T AT ST (76-19)
“Ritviks chanted mantras and performed Homam in those Agnis. Singers of Sama mantras sang

them as per Sastras.” Thus Aahitagni Samskara was performed for Emperor Dasaratha by

Bharata.
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Led by Sri Vasishtha, Bharata and Satrughna, accompanied by mothers Kausalya, Sumitra and
Kaikeyi and people of Ayodhya, met Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita at Chitrakoot. They conveyed
to Sri Rama the news of the death of Dasaratha. Sri Rama and Lakshmana fell unconscious for a
moment owing to grief. Ayodhya kandam, 102" Sarga says that they then performed Tarpanam,
Pindadanam etc. Sri Rama said to Lakshmana:

?ﬂlﬁﬁgi!iélﬁﬂqlaﬁ '°||U-||§( '°||\'IU-I |

W#Wﬂﬁmﬁw [ (102-21)
HIAT qEEdTg AT cananoar as |

A TEATKHCATHH TAg[uT FET20T | (102-22)
rfteeqas T aq Tagarard |l (102-26)

RIS He Ml ST aaayerd |
el FTeThREt Taraaasand | (102-27)

‘I am going to the Mandakini river for performing Tarpanam to the high-souled father. Bring the

upper dress of bark and bring also oil-cake of Ingudi. Let Sita go in front; you follow her; | shall
come at the end. This is the order during Apara Kriya.” After the three took bath in Mandakini, they
performed Tarpanam facing south, saying “May this Tarpanam reach Emperor Dasaratha.”

Sri Rama, the king, raising his joined palms full of water and looking towards south and weeping,

said:

[ N LR
U CISRgqel [AH dQldHEAAH

e TaeaTs Fgaaarasq | (102-28)
qat HraTrehe T e e I |

Tt dored ! (Hard 9rgisT: 92 (102-29)
UG Fa i fovame gdeeay |

e TH: GF@TAl Tara=aaHqa4Id | (102-30)
T2 T HEITST St A3 939 |

Tad ESATT qaeTeqed aadT: | (102-31)

“O best among kings, may this pure water be inexhaustible for use by you, who are in Pitruloka.
The radiant Sri Rama came out of the river to the bank and, accompanied by brothers, offered
Pindas to his father. Sri Rama made an offering of oil-cake mixed with jujube fruit on darbha bed
and said with grief: O Emperor, Whatever a man eats, the same is offered to Devatas, who accept

it. We are offering you the oil-cake of Inguna, which we eat; please accept it happily.” Thus Sri
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Rama, the very incarnation of Dharma, performed Antyeshti karma for his father Dasaratha as laid

down in Sastras.

In Yuddhakandam in Srimad Ramayanam, after killing of Ravana, Sri Rama instructs Vibhishana
to perform Antya karmas for Ravana.

HIOTTATT A2TTor e : TS |

R §EhT FHTAT T27 a4 |

“‘Enmity is only upto death; our action is completed. This Ravana is same for me as for you; let his
Antyeshti be done.”

Similarly in Aranya kandam, Sri Rama grants Moksha to Jatayu and himself performs Antya

samskaras for Jatayu. He says:

AT T e (AT AT+ g |
TH eI HITHA g LUS0T &4 ||
T T AAET Fogfeq fGeira: |
T FTHA T fo= Tt ST 2
orrerg e fafamT Stef Qe TrerE |
HTcAT AT LTSI I Fohedar |

‘Lakshmana, | shall place this bird, killed by the cruel Rakshasa Ravana, on funeral pyre myself
and cremate him.”

“Sri Rama chanted the mantras, chanted by brahmanas during Pitru karmas for human bodies,
mantras which would reach the jiva to Svarga.”

“The two Raghavas, Rama and Lakshmana, took bath in river Godavari and offered Tarpanam to

the eagle king Jatayu as prescribed in Sastras.”

T LTS FaaT TR EoHL wH 01 [FqTrad: |
T teheud o HEhdeqar SRITH Ut TTAATeH: LA |
“‘Jatayu, who had fallen in the fight after performing an illustrious and very difficult act, attained to

the lofty and meritorious state, after Uttarakriyas were performed by Sri Rama and Lakshmana in

accordance with Kalpasutras of Maharishis (the sixth Vedanga).”

Antyeshti is in practice for ages. By worshipping Pitrus as said in Sastras, we attain good health,
long life, progeny, plenty and prosperity, strength, power, all types of wealth, high status in this
world and the next etc. Our ancestors have enjoyed all this directly. Meanings of only some of the
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mantras of Antyeshti karma used for giving Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan have been given here. This
will enlighten people on the importance of the karmas and interest in performing them. The

importance can be noted from the Dharma Sastra text, Smritimuktaphalam in Sraaddha kandam.

Sri Vriddha Manu and Yagnavalkya have said:

AR AT AT TS ST AT |

AT AT ATehehel Y STHT: Sl: I

Here the usage of the type of Agni is defined. “The cremation of Aahitagnis (Nityagnihotris) should
be done with three Agnis as said in Sastras. Anaahitagnis, i.e. those who have not been
performing Agnihotram should be cremated in Aupasanagni. The others should be cremated in

Loukikagni.”

Sri Vriddha Vasishtha has classified Agni in the following categories:

1. Uttapanagni ITYATH

U T [ARHY STe: |
TaH JAIY afedeaad: &a: ||

“Take three fistfuls of Darbhas. Introduce one in Agni. Introduce the second cluster in the Agni of

the first. Show the third cluster in the Agni of the second. The Agni from this third cluster is called
Uthapanagni.” In the case of male, whose wife is no more, and female, whose husband has

expired, they should be cremated with this Uthapanagni.

2. Tushagni'g[EITﬁ'
FATATAT A TEreT T7 = q faraq |

FUT AT FHIAET q qUaTaH: |l

“Put some husk of grain in a heated clay vessel (kapala) and generate Agni in the husk. This Agni
is called Tushagni.” This is to be used in cremation of unmarried girl, and boy for whom

upanayanam has not been done.
3. Kapalagni FATATIY
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AT THHATAT FAAATTAGH: |
AT FATAT A TTdh: TTehiaa: |l
“After heating clay vessel (kapala) well, put some cow-dung cake pieces in it and generate Agni. It

is called Kapalagni.” Cremation of brahmachari is to be done with this Agni.

Bodhayana says: “Aahitagni should be cremated along with his yagna vessels in his Agnis;
Grihastha in Aupasanagni; brahmachari in Kapalagni; others in Uthapanagni.”

2 [anN
ali%aliﬁqiﬁiﬁégiﬁ TAATAL EEIHTATHATIIAT |

SE[ATIOT FHATATHIAT ST STATHIAT |
Sastras declare that one who has deserted Agni should do ‘Vichinna Agni Sandhanam’ while

starting again. Maharishi Vishnu says:

AT AT AT T F oI |
SUTTEATSTS a FH ATastia GaT=E |
“Vaidikagni should not be abandoned even if wife expires. The Agni karma should be performed

throughout one’s life with Prakriti at least.” (Elders say that the conduct of the virtuous and

practice prevalent in a particular place should be followed.)

Meanings of some of the Veda mantras chanted while giving Ahuti (offering) of Purusha (dead
body) to Agni are given below for the purpose of generating interest in Agni Upasana.

1. May this Havis of Purushahuti be to Agni Bhagavan, who fulfils the karmas performed earlier
and being performed now.

2. O Agni, go on a good path avoiding the two dogs of Yama, as they are obstacles in the path of

the jiva. They keep watch over the dog called ‘Sarameya’. Give this body to them.

During Asthi Sanchayanam (collection of bones)

3. O Corpse, the Agni which we created by churning (sticks) during Pasubandham (yaga) and
which we used for preparing you, we put off with milk and water.

4. O Agni, now that you have cremated the dead body, you may please return.

5. O Agni, the body, which was offered on the pyre as Ahuti with mantras, is moving about with
the water and Pindam offered with chant of ‘Svadha’. Please send that jiva to Pitruloka. O Agni,

may that jiva unite with a body and enjoy the rest of the pleasures with long life.

Prayer to Agni in Tenth day Homas
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6. O Agni, man did not commit any cruel act for your satisfaction. O Agni, please burn so as to
destroy our sins. Please purify our wealth. Burn so as to remove sins again. May this good Ahuti
be for Mrityu Deva for that purpose.

7. O Agni, you are associated with barley (yava). Please remove our sins and enemies.

8. O Agni, may we, who praise you specially, beget good progeny.

9. O Agni, for our welfare, you cross miseries and reach us beyond suffering. Just as we are led to
cross the ocean here in a boat, please lead us across the ocean of sorrow. Shine so as to remove

our sins.
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18. Gnanagni — Splendour of Great persons who perform Gnanayagna

The ancient text named Sarva Vedanta Sara Sangraham says:

AR A g [Araarargari+ e |
1 TreaTcaaTSit FesTg[on drerar=aad |

“‘Brahmana, who possesses Agni of Consciousness, which he has worshipped well, and who

performs yagna in Atma, drinks Soma juice called Bliss of (presence) of Atma in himself and

attains Moksha.”

SATe-fareT Eeaea a4 |

SATCHTAT S[EATTCHTAAT Qg raa < |

“The wise Atma Dikshita should perform Ahuti of the complete creation from Iswara to Virat

Purusha, and Purnahuti of Atmavidya.”

ST[OTEATHT ST Agvd TAHTedd: |
oA lddld <Hd lil?‘h(*-ddl Il
“The Atmayaiji brahmana, shining with the tapas of Self-enquiry, and performing Gnanayagna with

great efforts, enjoys the Bliss with the Apsara Rambha called Mukti.”

o : [N
MLIARATATAT g AT AT |

TS AT TATETEICEH: |
“The courageous Atmayaiji should burn the yagnasala of body with Gnanagni, or give it away to

the poor brahmana called Prarabdha.”

In Srimad Bhagavadgita, Bhagavan Krishna teaches Arjuna about the greatness of Atmagnani.
There he refers to the Gnana of Atmagnanis, who are Jivanmuktas, as Gnanagni. Refer to chapter

4, Gnanakarma Sanyasayoga, where he uses the terms Gnanayagna and Gnanagni.

¢
TET 99 THTLEAT: ShIHHShTISIAT: |

AT A9 THTE: Toed FeT: | 19
“The wise call him a sage, whose undertakings are all devoid of desires and purposes, and whose

actions have been burnt in Gnanagni.”

WA e e HTneA AT RITHad: |

c J [N N
LATIATALA v H HHIT YTdATId |l 23
“In case of one, who is devoid of attachment, who is liberated, whose mind is established in

Gnana, and who performs his duty as yagna, all his actions are dissolved.”

(o) [enN (ol Y
TETIITH Tg[a -] Ul J&om gad |

qE[d aF Teaed TE[RHAATIEAT | 24
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“‘Brahman is the act of oblation; Brahman is the Havis of ghee etc.; by Brahman is the Havis
poured into the Agni of Brahman. Brahman shall be verily reached by him who always sees
Brahman in all actions.”

SriaTTY A5 A T |

ERIPIEREERECCIEN CCIRl 25

AR G A T FAATRY AT |

o [anN [N o
MESHIEELRIGER ‘EQIFGQHI‘AEL \{L‘Eclld I 26
AT e =RHTTOT ITOTRHTTOT 9. |

. — 2 o [aMenN
SAlCHHAULHY U \{L’&GIICI BIGHIEGH 27

“Some yogis perform yagas to Devas. Some others offer Homam of Atma by Atma in the Agni of
Brahman.”

“Some offer hearing and other senses as Homam in the Agni of restraint. Some others perform
Homam of sound and other objects of sense in the Agni of senses.”

“Others offer Homam of all activities of senses and vital breath energy in the Agni of yoga of

sublimation of mind in Atma, the Agni shining with brilliance of Gnana.”

= -
SO AT TUAT L TeqA| ﬁ |

EATEYTT AlTIAAT= dqY: ﬁﬁldﬁdli Il 28
“Others offer wealth, austerity and yoga as Havis, while the ascetics of self-restraint and firm

vows offer study of scriptures and Gnana as Havis.”

ST S[Ea . TT07 TTOSATH 4TI |

mmmmﬂ?ﬁ@;&ﬂ JTOTATHI LTI || 29
¥ fHaaTgT: STy At |
ST AT TSI TheqwyT: || 30

“Others offer as Havis the outgoing breath in the incoming, and the incoming breath in the
outgoing, restraining the courses of the outgoing and incoming breaths, solely absorbed in the
restraint of breath.”

“Others, with well-regulated diet, offer vital airs in the Vital Air. All these are knowers of yagna,
whose sins are destroyed by yagna.”

People have to perform different types of yagas depending on their innate attitude. Performing

yaga is the only appropriate means of release from the sin of shackles of samsara.

TATASTAST T FEAATTAH |

ERE NN =
AT AT SEATSET FAlseT: Feaa | 31
Ud Fgfaet F7 foqar sgon 99 |
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FHATvd [ ATeaTd 2ATeaT At | 32
“O best of Kurus, Arjuna, those who partake of the remnants of yagna as Amrita attain to the

eternal Brahman. For those who do not perform yagna, even this world is not available (for
enjoyment), how then the other world?”

“Thus many types of yagnas are described in Veda. Knowing them all as born of karma, you shall
be liberated.”

All naturally occurring karmas can be transformed into yagna. One who does so has realised the
true principle of Veda. Though karma tends to bind man, the same karma, by being converted into
yaga (performing karma without desire for fruit and dedicating it to Bhagavan), will bestow
Moksha.

AT Z AT T AT LAY |

a AT g1 ST TREaTd | 33
TASEAT: FHH 7 AT HAHT a |

TSI I AT GraTi= T OO | (18-5)
OTHY THEAT: 9= ATfea<Toiadd 7 |

T AT q Tg[FH TS | (18-42)

“‘Gnana-yagna is superior to yagna where materials are offered as Havis. Partha, all karmas in
their entirety culminate in Gnana.”

“Yagna, charity and austerity should not be abandoned, but should be performed. Yagna, charity
and austerity are the purifiers of the wise.”

“Control of mind, control of sense organs, austerity, purity, forgiveness, straightforwardness,
knowledge of Sastras, Self-experience of Gnana and faith in Bhagavan are the actions of

brahmanas, born of their innate nature.”

& ¥ RO qi g a9 77 |

TAHRHA: Mg FoT fEeafa T=gor | (18-45)
Tq: TFIHATT 39 g 9E qad |

ETHYOT =Y oty faeeta ara: ) (1 8-46)
FaTeea T fanr: Ty 3aTd |

AT FH FAATIHA Thiea o | (18-47)

“‘Devoted, each to his own karmas, man attains perfection. How, engaged in his own duty, he

attains perfection, listen, Arjuna.”
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“‘From whom is the evolution of all beings, by whom all this is pervaded, worshipping him with
one’s own karma, man attains perfection.”

“Better is one’s own duty though devoid of merits, than the duty of another well-performed. He,
who does the duty ordained by his own nature, incurs no sin.”

3T FALEAT Iht GATHTH I+ = | (18-51)

The purified intellect is devoid of doubts and confusion. Pure intellect results only from

performance of karmas ordained by Bhagavan with dedication to Bhagavan and no desire for

fruits; this is Bhagavan’s teaching.

In Mahabharata in Santi Parva in the chapter on Moksha dharma, Sri Vishnu Divya Anusmriti
Stotram has been told. When Maharishi Satanika asks Maharishi Sounaka regarding the qualities
of thinking of Bhagavan, Sri Sounaka recalled Sri Bhishma Pitamaha’s teaching to Emperor
Yudhishthira of Anusmriti Stotram taught by Sri Mahavishnu to Maharishi Narada. In that stotram
Bhagavan is praised:
S AR

I‘IIOIIH "IHM:LWAI H°||°|IH EECEN

TIRTH [ETOATERT TgAF THIE d | 30
Here Bhagavan is praised as Yagnagarbha (one who created yagnas) and Panchayagna (Lord of

five yagnas) associating him with Agni Upasana through yagnas.

T Teadt g Marar Mt FHEA: |
AT gRH e fearerfea fafatsmaT: 47

“Those, who perform karmas while they are alone, beyond the pairs of opposites, free from

expectations, and whose karmas are burnt in the fire of Gnana, enter into you with determination.”
Here we find the term ‘Gnanagni’ used in Srimad Bhagavadgita by Sri Krishna in chapter 4 in

verse 19. Sri Mahavishnu then teaches Maharishi Narada:

c o (onJ
S+ A M @4l Ho vlgdq Al << |

SAHT TR |7 | AT AT T 76
AT I AT AT T U0 |

B o (o OCC ¢
T T qUETEHTRITIRTAATSIA: |l 77
TH TOT AT qATHE < AGATad: | 78

TETEAAT Ao [oh: STUTHEATT ATLE |
[EGRIRE IR EIPECER ] 79
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Bhagavan asserts that those, who perform the five great yagnas as per rules laid down by
Maharishis in the Prayogas of their Sutras, merge themselves in ‘Gnanagni’ and attain the

supreme state of Jivanmukti. All karmas right from birth upto death are Agni Upasana only.
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19. Some Special Notes on Agni Upasana

Various Names of Agni

Agni has the duty to convey the Homas we perform in it as per Vedic principles, to the respective
Devas. Srutis therefore call Agni by the name of Havyavahana. The Havis we offer to Pitru
Devatas is called Kavya. As Agni conveys the Sraadha and Pitru related Havis in subtle form to
Pitrus, he is called Kavyavahana.

If a word denotes a thing, it will certainly refer to the special feature of that thing. As Agni carries
forward, he is called Agni. As he conveys Havirbhaga to Devas, he is Vahni. As he burns all, he
is Dahana. As he is not satisfied with any amount of offering and devours everything, he is Anala
(Alam means enough; Anala means not enough). Saradatilakam, the Mantrasastra text assigns

eight types of names to Agni (21-47):

STAdaT: GHSEal gAdTgTas: |
AT IS [T AT e |
FIATEAST: ST @t aaqd: T |

The eight names are: 1l.Jatavedas 2.Saptajihva 3.Havyavahana 4.Asvodaraja 5.Vaisvanara
6.Koumarateja 7.Visvamukha 8.Devamukha. He is also called Svahapathi.

The Agnis worshipped by Grihasthas daily are: 1.Dakshinagni 2.Garhapatyagni 3.Ahavaniyagni
4.Sabyam 5.Aavasatyam 6.Vaisvanaragni 7.Vaisvadevagni 8.Aupasanagni.

Saradatilakam gives yet another 10-12 names of Agni:

o STAAEH: T FHEHTT: T |
T IS TIA T |l
9T ganT: TauiecaTTat 9T U 7 0|

1.Jatavedas 2.Kalmasha 3.Kusuma 4.Dahana 5.Soshana 6.Tapana 7.Mahabala 8.Pithara
9.Pataga 10.Svarna 11.Agadha 12.Bhraja.

STFTERT SO d A TH T ITAAT: |
AAEATgaq 1T o IAVTRETSS = |

AT MTT THT 29T F&AT: |
1.Jrumbhaka 2.Dipaka 3.Vibhrama 4.Bhrama 5.Sobhana 6.Aavasthya 7.Aahavaniya

8.Dakshinagni 9.Anvaharya 10.Garhapatya.
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Srimad Bhagavatham, 5™ Skandha tells us that the names of the ten sons of Emperor Priyavrata
were all Agni’'s names:

STereR S rEaasaTgHg & Beoaatgays |

OO\ OO = o o
daaHdlalM4alldg Ay ld F|_°|c UTTHATHTA: |l
1.Aagnidhra 2.ldhmajihva 3.Yagnabahu 4.Mahavira 5.Hiranyareta 6.Ghritaprishtha 7.Savana

8.Medhaatithi 9.Vitihotra 10.Kavaya.

In Sri Devi Mahatmyam Sri Devi is praised as being of the form of Svaha, Svadha and
Vashatkara:

& Tl @ T @ 7 auehEaicda |

Notes on Agni Upasana
In the book on abridged Dharma Sastra, in Varnasrama Dharma kandam, the following notes on
Agni Upasana have been given:
1. If one’s father and elder brother are not performing Agnihotram, he has no right to perform the
same. If elder brother permits, he can do it. But if father is not performing, even if he permits, he
cannot do it.
2. Aupasanam should be done in the morning and evening after performing Sandhyavandanam.
Yajamana Grihastha should worship Agni with Yava (barley) or rice.
3. If Yajamana Grihastha is unable to perform, his son, brother, Guru, nephew, son-in-law or
disciple may do Agni Upasana on his behalf.
4. Wife can do Agni Upasana without mantra; only kriyas to be done by her.
5. Agni should not be merged with another Agni.
6. Agni should not be put out with water or by blowing air with mouth. Agni can be made to blaze
with blowpipe.
7. Aupasanam done after Sunrise is called Udita Homam; if it is done before Sunrise it is Anuditha
Homam. It should be performed as per the Sutra of the Sakha to which the karta belongs.
8. A. Rites to be performed in Aupasanagni:
1.Seemantham 2.Punarudvaham 3.Pumsavanam 4.Nityahomam 5.Vaisvadevam
6.Masika Sraadham 7. Ashtaka 8.Parvana Sraadham 9.Isanabali 10.Sarpabali
11.Kushmandahomam
B. Rites to be performed in Loukika Agni:
1.Choulam 2.Jatakarma 3.Godanam 4.Snanam 5.Upanayanam 6.Vratas 7.Lajahomam
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8.Samitkaryam.
9. Feet should not be dried in Agni.
10. Agni should not be kept on earth.
11. One should not cross Agni.
12. Homa should not be performed in Agni which has smoke.
13. Agni should not be made to blaze using hand, face, hand fan, winnowing basket, leaf and
wooden stick.
14. Homa should be done in Agni with good flames caused by many wood pieces, and no smoke.
15. After doing Homa in Agni with smoke, it should not be made to blaze.
16. While doing Homa in Agni, the material offered should be touched with left hand.

17. Cow’s ghee is good for Homa; if unavailable, buffalo’s ghee may be used.
Samiths for Homam
1.Palasa (Purasu) 2.Khadira (Karungali) 3.Asvatha (Arasu) 4.Sami (Vanni) 5.Udumbara (Athi)

6.Apamarga (Nayuruvi) 7.Arka (Erukku) 8.Aruhu 9.Darbha

Prayer to be chanted while gathering Samith:

T ATAAT: TAT: FTHIHT: T |

TOHT STTH BIATY STEAT TeAd FaaT |l

Samith should be with skin, of proper shape, of same dimensions, dried from green state, similar

to one another, of the girth of index finger, unbroken, not with two branches, not tainted by worms
etc., with green leaves, and strong.
For Sroutha karma, Samith should be 10 to 12 inches long, twice that for Idhmam and thrice that

for Paridhi. For Smartha karma, ldhmam should be 5 inches and Paridhi should be 10 inches long.
The limbs of Agni are said to be:

Where Agni is thick: Ear; Smoke: Nose; Small flame: Eye;

With heavy ash: Head; With flame:  Tongue.

Homa performed in flame of blue colour in Agni with light ashes is equal to Homa for Brahman.

Pleasure of Devas
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The divine face of Agni Bhagavan is that part of Agni where the flames have subdued to a minor
presence; Homam done there pleases Devas.

Where Agni blazes with flames on all four sides, Agni is of the form of Visvedevas; Visvedevas are
pleased with Homa there.

Where Agni shines with good red flames, he is of the form of Indra; Indra is pleased with Homa
there.

Where the wood is red with fire, Homa in that place pleases Prajapathi.

By performing Homa in specified forms of Agni, Vasus, Rudras, Adityas, Visvedevas, Indra,
Prajapathi and Bhagavan are all satisfied.

Agni’s Seven Tongues

AT STAHTLRT FOOTTS T AT |
ATACTHT Tg&AT o FATSAT: Thiiddr: |

Name of Agni Place of Ahuti Karmas

1. Suvarna West Marriage

2. Anaka Centre Yagas

3. Rakta North Upanayanam

4. Krishna South Pitrukaryas

5. Suprabha East Kamya Karmas

6. Atirakta Southeast (Agni corner) Santhi karmas

7. Bahurupa Northeast (Isana corner) Karmas related to Enemy

Mundakopanishad gives the following names for the seven tongues of Agni:

FTAT HLTAT F FATSTAT o AT AT F TELFAITT |
TS fara®el 9 <&l TATIAET S aafsear: |

1.Kali Karali 2.Manojava sulohita 3.Sudhumravarna 4.Sphulingini

5.Visvaruchi 6.Devi 7.Lelayamana.

Agni’'s names are listed thus in Namalinganusasanam, also called Amara Kosam:

AT afRAa i dg = gaaq7T: | 105
R CR BRI INE ARG RG] 106
afg: QAT FEOTTCAT M T=1eher I | 107
ATAATI TEGTT: FTL: ATTRISHA: || 108
Afgarat argaa: ferararTseertor: | 109
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TRLUaAT gasagdl gaaarg: |l 110

HATTGHAT: SR TAT AT | 111

[ NI e

I

S IqHTaE] areal agdaMd: | 112

qEAG AT T Aaid: T & | 113
= Topfergstror: dara: w2 q47 | 114

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

. Agni — Having tongues of fire growing upwards or in bent form.
. Vaisvanara — Son of Muni Visvanara.

. Vahni — Carries Ahutis offered in Yagas for Devas.

. Vitihotra — Acceptor of Ahutis of various foods.

. Dhananjaya — Wins wealth and gives to worshippers.

. Krupitayoni — Place of origin of water.

. Jvalana — Agni having flames.

. Jatavedas — Grants sense of feeling.

. Tanunapat — Does not protect wood, which forms his body.

. Barhi — Grows with Darbhas.

. Sushma — Dries up.

. Krishnavartma — Leaves a black trail wherever he goes.

. Sochishkesa — Has flames as hair on head.

. Usharbudha — Appears in Yaga altars in morning when Dikshitas and worshippers
offer Ahutis.

Aasrayaasa — Consumes his own foundation.

Brihadbhanu — Has large rays.

Krisanu — Grows from a small spark, or Agni who thins down by burning.

Pavaka — Purifier.

Anala — Never says ‘enough’; Agni who always needs more and more Ahutis.

Rohitasva — Agni whose vehice is red horse; or deer.

Vayusakha — Agni whose friend is Vayu.

Sikhavan — Has tuft of hair of flames of fire.

Aasusukshani — Dries up fast.

Hiranyareta — Melts gold and gives out as molten liquid.

Hutabhuk — Consumer of Ahutis.
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26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Dahana — Burns everything.

Havyavahana — Receives Ahutis and conveys them to Devas.

Saptarchi — Has seven types of rays: 1.black/ ash coloured (in peaceful time) 2.hot (not soft)
3.spreads faster than mind 4.has also good red colour 5.of colour of smoke
6.flies as sparks 7.spreads everywhere.

Damuna — Depresses all (those who take refuge in him).

Sukra — Gives sorrow; or Shines.

Chitrabhanu — Has rays of different colours.

Vibhavasu — Has wealth of shine.

Suchi — Pure; or makes people sad.

Appittam — Drier of water.

Further names of Agni:

35.

36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.

Ourva — Agni produced by Mahamuni Urva in the middle of the sea. As the sea water
increases, Agni dries up correspondingly more.

Badava

Badavanala — Badava is mare (female horse). Agni is in her face. At Devas’ prayer Siva
calmed and made his anger into a mare and drowned it in the sea and asked
her to have sea as food; so says Kalika Purana.

Jvala — the flame of fire.

Kila — stops little moths from approaching him.

Archi — Fit to be worshipped.

Hethi — Touches those who approach him.

Sikha — Tuft of Agni.

Sphulinga — Spark f fire.

Agnikana — Particle of fire.

Santapa — Heats up nearby materials.

Sanjvara — Troubles the body much.

Ulka — Fire-torch.

By merely knowing the various names of Agni, mind gets a kind of Samskara of peace.

In Chandogya Upanishad, chapter 2, kandam 12, mantra 2 (rik):

T TAgSTaTETH AgEaq adaq |
Sri Sankaracharya’s commentary for this is:
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T TS U@ qATaTHT TR+ |
Afgay goafawas ¥ 7 T ag aaw | (2-12-2)
Chandogya Upanishad mentions certain rules to be observed in Agni upasana: doing

achamanam, eating, blowing the nose, spitting phlegm etc. in front of Agni Bhagavan should not
be done.

Agni Bhagavan lives in our tongue. That is why there is driness of mouth when we talk for long.
When we drink water, also born of Agni, the tongue returns to normalcy. This is our everyday
experience. Sometimes people talk without any control over words in times of anger and come to
grief. Tiruvalluvar says that the wound caused by fire will be cured, but the mark of wound left by

words from tongue will never be cured.

In Srimad Bhagavatham, skandha 1, chapter 18, Emperor Parikshit reached the asram of
Maharishi Samika to quench his thirst. The Maharishi was in deep meditation of Bhagavan at that
time. Parikshit thought that the Maharishi disregarded him and threw a dead snake around his
neck and returned to his palace. The Maharishi’s son Sringi, on coming to know of this, cursed the
offender by his power of brahmacharya tapas. His words, uttered after touching the water of river
Kausiki, were let out like Vajrayudha.

FITATFITT ITEYLT ATl (e g | (1.18.36)
Great people talk less and remain in silence.

In the commentary of Kalpavalli of Prayoga Chintamani, three Mudras are mentioned as Homa
mudras. They are Mrigi, Hamsi and Sookari. Mrigi mudra is used in Homa of ghee or til; Hamsi in
Homa of Samit; Sookari (or Varahi) mudra in Homa of Charu.

When all fingers are joined together, it is Sookari mudra; joining all fingers except the small finger

is Hamsi; joining the three fingers other than the small and index fingers is Mrigi mudra.

Some government servants about to retire are obliged to go for training in pursuit of the
instructions of their superiors. They cannot avoid training simply because they are anyway about
to retire in a few days; they have to undego training compulsorily. Similarly we should obey the
instructions of Veda Matha, who is compassionate and intent on our welfare, and perform
svadharma rites properly. All should try to learn their respective Sutra Prayogas (procedures for

rites). Importantly, Sandhyavandanam thrice a day, Samidadhanam if brahmacharis, and
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Aupasanam and Vaisvadevam if grihasthas should be learnt and performed; Sri Acharyas are
pleased with this. Many in Chennai even today perform these rituals without fail even while
attending office. They collect materials for Homam religiously. Cowdung cakes etc. required by
them are supplied as required by:

Nityagnihotri Vajapeyayaji Kalancheri Brahmasri Lakshmi Venkataramana Dikshitar,

Vedasastra Gurukulam, Soliappan Street, 4" Paditturai, Kumbakonam — 612001.

Tel: 0435-2424135, 2403999, 9842442413, 9443188245.

As instructed by Sri Kanchi Acharyas, he supplies materials and motivates many to perform
Svadharma rites. Everyone should utilise this opportunity and fulfil the aim of the brahmana birth.

Jagadguru Sri Kanchi Acharya’s Discourse
Shall we find out how our ancestors spent time? Sri Adi Sankaracharya says in his Durvasana
Pratikaram:

ITad (o FHAETa HE-d g (=]
TATE- AR AH T IH-AATq AT S-TTHI0 |
AT AREATH -T2 3T TAT Mieea =g

FTAT TR 2 AL TSRS |
They perform Vedic karmas in the morning; study and listen to Sri Sankara Bhashyas of

Prasthana Traya Granthas with deep thoughts on Vedanta. (Prasthana Traya Granthas are Ten
Upanishads, Srimad Bhagavad Gita and Brahmasutras). They then read Moksha Dharma Parva
in Mahabharatam and Yoga Vasishtam (which contains essence of Vedanta and Upanishads
taught by Maharishi Vasishtha to Sri Rama). They would read at least five sargas of each of
these texts. They then perform rites of midday including Vaisvadeva and take food. After some
rest, they take bath and perform Vedic rites in the evening. This is followed by giving or listening to
discourses on Puranas like Srimad Bhagavatham containing Bhagavan’s lilas and qualities. They

thus organise their lives in a divine manner till the body caused by Prarabdha karma drops.

People should perform svadharma rites as far as possible while in service, and proper Grihya
karmas after retirement instead of looking for another job, by handing over household
responsibilities to the next generation. In this way their future generations will attain great benefit.

Family members should all extend full cooperation in this.
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20. ‘Santhi Vilasam’ by Sri Nilakantha Dikshitar (Yatiswara)

Let us look at some of the slokas from the book ‘Sri Santhi Vilasam’ by Advaita Vidyacharya, Kavi
Sahridaya Brahmasri Nilakantha Dikshitar (Sri Nilakantha Yatiswara, Palamadai Adhishthanam,
Tirunelveli), grandson of the younger brother of the famed Padavakya Pramana Paravara,
Sarvatantra Svatantra, Advaita Vidyacharya, Apta Vajapeyayaji Brahmasrimad Appayya Dikshitar.
This book was written about 300 years ago. If we study all the slokas in that book, devotion to
Bhagavan as well as interest in performing Svadharma rites will well up in us.

AR geeasiaear st

N N o - S . o
dAFdp AHllad-HeHg| cAlodHn AT

AT caT AgoTH@E-Laaraarsta
T Feata-fafag-eRa Sy | 13
“‘Having earned wealth by many means from many directions and spent it also, what we have

attained quite well is the stoutness of this body alone, o Bhagavan! Having heard frequently all
these years from many people many matters of Sastras (like the greatness of Dharma and the
transience of the body), what we have attained is the dense Agnana (ignorance) enveloping us

like the darkness growing upto Amavasya.”

Froglodsyl eH T STATLTTIEHATIR ATHTT
T Ry eataa-qaarsia 99 F=: |

orTeT: o3 S eTav[oTT ST O
FATASHTHATHAAT ATSITHISAATH I 19

“Driven by the avarice of earning interest higher than one percent, we give away all the wealth

earned with great effort in exchange of a piece of paper on which something is written. We do not
give even a small amount of wealth for dharma for which Sastras promise benefit many hundreds

of times in the next world, as we have minds tainted by fruitless suspicions. What foolishness!”

- Y
& AT & 3q T 7: Hieadl o]
* N [enN
Tegge Rarageea =a T |
—
TEATH-Eq T AT S -F AT~ eha el
e [enN o\
TATHTSEAT-TRRATeaH: enTarsgared | 24
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“‘Who is Vyasa, Manu and this Yagnavalkya; by these unmotivated oceans of compassion and
friends of the world, Sastra has been explained in many ways for our wellbeing, like a father would
advise a son. But, look at us, who are unparalleled in lack of discrimination and conduct; we are

the lowest brahmanas.”

HATAATATHL GAATA TR

2 et 7 whor: drofie e

AEATHE AL HANTH ATERTHHA-

AYTSATENT AT I¥ ST =9 | 25

“If you think in ignorance that this body, the cause of all troubles, and detestable in all respects, is
indeed to be nourished, you should consider the bodies to be acquired in future also as yours and
that it is necessary to nourish them too. Dharmasastras declare that in order to nourish the future

bodies it is essential to perform acts of dharma right now.”

TTEAT o7AT: AIATT SATAATLATIT:
HIT T TAHATTS 9TeT: THT1S: |
&t FurEA-AT - o
AT o AFAHLATSATTEATII: | 42
“It is futile to advise that Bhagavan’s grace should somehow be earned. We are totally unfit to

receive his grace, as we have incurred his wrath by transgressing the dharmas of varna and
asrama and committing evils. We can expect Bhagavan's grace only after removing this
deficiency. As we are bent upon transgressing even now the rules of varna and asrama, how can

we expect to overcome his wrath?”

st o8l TgSTav el STe a1 Ao
FHTEH- R T-TaTa e TR |
SR Ife 9 § §9aeTedac

e & fAewedTg gaaterst av: | 47
“‘We have been fortunate to get the birth of brahmana. We have also been fortunate to know the

distinction between dharma and adharma through the grace of Gurus. If we do not develop faith in
the next world even in this fortunate circumstance, how can we be rescued from naraka even

when all jivas are granted Moksha?”
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AT AT TE-ISTAL-AATIARTE HAAT

AT FTE[T S =dT &1 HATSATTY |

ST Tor-artereroereq Feaed Al

g TFAT feermgiord AT Hd || 49

‘I do not seek the positions of Chandra, Indra, Brahma and other leaders of the worlds, not to

speak of other minor positions. Will one, who desires another’s position and wealth, attain good

state? What | seek is my own true state of bliss. Sambhu, please grant me.”

FATTHA MLLHIT 907 TEaH T A

“O Lord, Consort of Gowri, you alone, you alone are my refuge.”
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21. Rigveda Agni Ashtottara Satanamavali

Rigveda Agni Ashtottara Satanamavali compiled by Gokarna Brahmasri Samba Dikshitar:
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22. Purnahuti
TR SYTA AT I QUrigra

Let us now pray to Agni Bhagavan for removal of deficiencies in this Gnana yagna called “Agni

Upasana”. The following mantra should be chanted at the close of all Homas and Ahuti of ghee

performed.

AT FATATd 5167 Torara e |

Y T Fo9T @l e TATTS TTET - AT T8 7 99 |

“‘Agni Deva, please make this Yaga complete by filing in any mistake that might have been
committed by me knowingly or unknowingly in this Yaga (Homa — Agni Aradhana). You alone are

aware of the truth as it prevails.”

Those who helped by donating the required paper, books etc. for this Gnana yagna called “Agni
Upasana” (Tamil book):

1. Nityagnihotri Vajapeyayaji Kalancheri Brahmasri Lakshmi Venkataramana Dikshitar,

Founder, Vedasastra Gurukulam, Soliappan Street, 4™ Paditturai, Kumbakonam — 612001.

2. Brahmasri G.K.Sitarama Sastri, M.A., M.Phil., Founder, Vedavidya Gurukulam, Kalancheri,
Thanjavur Dt.

. Brahmasri M.Sabarigirisa Srouthigal, Kanchipuram

. Kallur Sri Rudrapathi, Vastu Sastra Expert, Nanganallur, Chennai

. His son Kallur R.Swaminathan, Auditor, Nanganallur, Chennai

. Rigveda Bhushanam Brahmasri V.V.Sitarama Sastrigal, M.A., M.Phil., Chennai

. Brahmasri E.Vasudeva Sastrigal, Delhi

. Shashti Janakirama lyer & Friends, I.1.T., Chennai
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. Saraswathi Stores, Ambur (through Pujyasri Ambur Swamigal)
10. Sri G.Sriram, S/o (Late) V.Ganesa lyer, Kumbakonam
11. Avadi Sri Krishnan, Avadi Sri Krishnamurthy Aiyer and friends

12. Sri K.Chandrasekharan, Srinivasanallur, Tirunageswaram.
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