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SRI AGNI BHAGAVAN 

I worship Hari, of the form of Yagna, who is in the middle of Fire, who shines brilliantly like molten 

gold and who is accompanied by Svaha and Svadha (Consorts of Agni Bhagavan). 

 

Once there was a large Vidvat Sadas (seminar of Vedic scholars) under the presidentship of Sri 

Kanchi Mahaswamigal. Hundres of Sastra scholars with Mahamahopadhyaya title and other 

masters in Vedas and Sastras, who were all Grihasthas, had assembled. All lectured wonderfully 

on the import of Sastras. All were eagerly expecting Sri Mahaswamigal to bless them with 

nectarine words of Sastra and Advaita. Sri Swamigal briefly said: “All should perform Aupasanam 

at least every day; you can obtain all benefits.” Is it not clear as to how much importance was 

given by Sri Mahaswamigal to Agni Upasana (Worship of Holy Fire), Nishkamya Karma Yoga 

(performance of karmas with no desire for fruit and dedication to Iswara) and performance of 

Vedic rituals. 

या ब्रह्मणॊ िनश्विसत ंयदिुतः सत्या ऄिनश ंयज्जपतोििमुितः । 

सैि प्रमाण ंनन ुमादशृाना ंश्रुत ेनमस्त ेभिती गितननः ॥ 
“That Veda, which is the very life-breath of Brahman, whose utterances are Truth, and by whose 

continuous chanting Liberation is attained- that Veda alone is proof for people like us. Hence O 

Sruti! Prostrations to you; you alone are our refuge.” (Padavakya Pramana, Paravara, Sarvatantra 

Svatantra, Aptavajapeyayaji, Advaita Vidyacharya Srimad Appaiya Dikshitar) 

॥ िेदाः िय ंिः शरण ंप्रपन्ाः ॥ 

 

ह्लदक्कालाद्य-्ऄनििछछन्ानन्त िचन्मात्रमूतनय े। 

स्िानुभूत्येकमानाय नमः शान्ताय तेजस े॥ 
“I prostrate to that brilliant Light of Peace, which is not limited by directions and time, which is of 

the form of Consciousness alone, and which can only be perceived through direct experience.” 

(Raja Bhartruhari) 

 

सिनत्र िह शास्त्रप्रािपता एि धमान ईपास्या न ििद्यमाना ऄप्यशास्त्रीयाः । 
“Dharmas should be observed only as directed in Sastras. Even if Dharmas are seen being 

followed in the world in practice, they should never be observed, if not in accordance with 

Sastras.” (Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpada‟s commentary on Chandogya Upanishad, 2:2:1) 

 



Page 4 of 117 
 

INTRODUCTION 

जगत्कामकलाकारं नािभस्थान ंभुिः परम ्। 

  पदपद्मस्य कामाक्षयाः महापीठमुपास्मह े॥ 

सदािशिसमारमभा ंशंकराचायनमध्यमाम ्। 

  ऄस्मदाचायनपयनन्ता ंिन्द ेगुरुपरमपराम ्॥ 
“We worship the Mahapitha of Devi Kamakshi‟s lotus feet, the originator of „Kamakala‟ in the 

world, the supreme navel-spot of the earth. 

We worship the Guru tradition, starting from Sadasiva, having Sankaracharya in the middle and 

coming down upto our present Acharya.” 

सन्ध्यास्नान ंजपोहोमः देिताना ंच पूजनम ्। 

अितथ्य ंिैश्वदेि ंच षट्कमानिण ह्लदन ेह्लदन े॥ 
These six karmas – Sandhya after Snana (ritual bath), Japa, Homa, worship of Devatas, 

hospitality (offering of food etc. to guests) and Vaisvadeva – should be performed every day.” 

 

Through the untiring efforts taken by Jagadguru Sri Acharyas of Moolamnaya Sri Kanchi Kamakoti 

Peetham, today we have in our midst masters of Vedas with Shadangas (Rig, Krishna Yajus, 

Sukla Yajus, Jaiminiya Sama, Kouthuma Sama and Atharva and other branches with six parts of 

Veda) in thousands. Veda and Sastra Pathasalas are functioning in the entire country as per the 

ancient traditions. Similarly there are hundreds of scholars in Sastras like Vyakarana, Tarka, 

Mimamsa and Vedanta and in Bhashyas (commentaries) of all four Vedas. Students of Samskrit 

are to be found in lakhs all over the country. 

 

Sri Kanchi Acharyas have been travelling all over Bharata desa, protecting our ancient traditional 

branches of knowledge, encouraging their study and establishing Pathasalas. Thousands of 

students are studying their Veda Sakhas (branches). Many are the efforts made by Srimatham for 

protecting Vedas even in remote areas like Kashmir, Nepal etc. Similarly Sri Kanchi Acharyas are 

according due importance to observance of traditional Vedic rites; they are instrumental in 

producing hundreds of Nityagnihotris and encouraging them. Many persons all over the country, 

who could not observe daily Vedic rituals in toto during the period of their service in offices, but 

nonetheless performed the rites to the extent possible, have been keenly and properly observing 

them afer retirement. 
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Agni Upasana is common to all people. However it is the instruction of Veda Matha that 

brahmanas should compulsorily observe this with no desire for fruit. The only Vedic property of 

brahmana women is Aupasanam and Agnihotram alone. Our Maharishis have given importance to 

women alone in protecting Vedic dharmas. Women only should persuade the men to perform 

Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam etc. They should make their male children perform Samidadhanam. 

Our ancestors have shown by practice that if we keep performing Agni Upasana every day in the 

morning and evening without fail, our minds will be purified and we can experience Bhagavat 

Sakshatkara (direct vision of the Lord) in this life itself. This is known as „Single file path‟. 

 

In response to the request of thousands of people to enable them to get the knowledge of the 

benefits accruing by praying to Agni Bhagavan and the greatness of Agni Upasana, and noting 

their interest in performing the upasana, Sri Kanchi Acharyas instructed that this book on 

Agni Upasana be compiled and presented. Accordingly, Sri Atma Bodha Tirtha Swamigal 

(Sri Kumbakonam Swamigal), disciple of Pujyasri Kuvalayananda Tirtha Swamigal (Sri 

Tambudu Swamigal), has written this book and dedicated it with devotion and humility at 

the divine lotus feet of Sri Kanchi Acharyas. 

 

Reading this book will inspire many people to perform the daily Agni Upasana rites with no desire 

for fruit and in a spirit of dedication to Bhagavan. In fact our ancestor Maharishis have laid down 

procedures for daily rituals to be performed with the attitude of dedication to Bhagavan only. 

 

By wiping a mirror with a soft cloth, the dirt will go away and the reflection in the mirror will be 

clear. Similarly the impurities in the mirror of mind are many like desire, anger, greed, delusion, 

conceit, jealousy etc., accumulated over many lives. By performing the daily Karmas as laid down 

by Bhagavan and followed by our ancestors with dedication to Iswara, the impurities in the mind 

will go away and Bhagavat Sakshatkara will result and we can attain the high state of no rebirth. 

This has been pledged by our ancients by way of तप्तपरशुरहणम ्- “holding axe heated red hot”. Sri 

Suta Samhita says: "ििशुद्ध ंब्रह्मििज्ञानं ििशुद्धस्यैि िसद्धध्यित"-  “Pure experience of Brahman will 

be attained only by one whose mind is extremely pure.” 
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Hence we pray to Sri Tripurasundari sametha Sri Chandramouliswara to bless that all should 

perform as far as possible Agni Upasana by way of daily observances like Samidadhanam, 

Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam, Agnihotram etc. and attain benefits here and hereafter. 

 

Moolamnaya Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham 

Kanchipuram 
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गोििन्ददिेशकमुपास्य िचराय भक्तत्या 

  तिस्मिन्स्थते िनजमिहिि ििदहेमुक्तत्या । 

ऄद्वतैभाष्यमुपकल्पप्य ह्लदशो िििजत्य 

  काञ्चीपुरे िस्थितमिाप स शङ्ग्करायनः ॥ 

Adoring Guru Sri Govinda Bhagavatpada for long and after he attained Videhamukti through his 

own power, Sri Sankaracharya wrote commentaries to establish Advaita philosophy, won over 

opponents in all directions and finally rested in Kanchipuram, where his Avatara period concluded. 

(From ‘Patanjali Charitram’ of Sri Ramabhadra Dikshitar) 

 

ऄपारकरुणामूर्तत ज्ञानदं शान्तरूिपणम् । 

श्रीचन्रशेखरगुरंु प्रणतोऽिस्म मुदान्िहम ्॥ 

I pay obeisance every day with great happiness to Sri Chandrasekhara Guru, who is the 

embodiment of unlimited compassion, the bestower of Gnana, the very form of peace. 

(From ‘Guru Stuti’ of Jagadguru Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal) 

 

Period of Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya 

Kaliyuga 2593 – 2625 (B.C.509 – 477) 
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स्ििस्तिाचनम् - गुरुिन्दनम ्
 

श्रीकाञ्चीकामकोह्ऱि पीठािधपित 

जगद्धगुरु श्री शङ्ग्कराचायन श्रीचरणयोः प्रणामाः । 

 

श्री गुरुभ्यो नमः । 

श्री महाित्रपुरसुन्दरीसमेत श्री चन्रमौलीश्वराय नमः । 

 

स्ििस्त श्रीमद-्ऄिखल-भूमण्डलालङ्ग्कार- त्रयह्ऴस्त्रशत्कोह्ऱि-दिेतासेिित- श्रीकामाक्षीदिेीसनाथ- श्रीमद-्

एकाम्रनाथ- श्रीमहादिेीसनाथ- श्रीहिस्तिगह्ऱरनाथ- साक्षात्कार- परमािधष्ठान- सत्यव्रतनामािङ्ग्कत- 

काञ्चीह्लदव्यक्षेत्रे शारदामठ-सुिस्थतानां ऄतुिलत सुधारस-माधुयन- कमलासन कािमनी- धिममल्पल संफुल्पल- 

मिल्पलका मािलका िनष्यन्द मकरन्दझरी- सौििस्तक- िाङ् िनगंुफ ििजृमभणानन्द- तुिन्दिलत मनीिष-

मण्डलानां ऄनिरताद्वतै- ििद्या-ििनोद-रिसकानां िनरन्तरालङ्ग्कृतीकृत शािन्त-दािन्त-भूिां सकल 

भुिनचक्र प्रितष्ठापक श्रीचक्रप्रितष्ठा ििख्यात यशोऽलङ्ग्कृतानां िनिखल पाषण्ड षण्ड कण्िकोद्धिनेन 

ििशदीकृत िेद िेदान्तमागन षण्मत प्रितष्ठापकाचायानणां श्रीमत्-परमहसं-पह्ऱरव्राजकाचायनियन श्रीजगद्धगुरु 

श्रीमत्-शङ्ग्कर भगित्-पादाचायानणां ऄिधष्ठाने ह्ऴसहासनािभिषत श्रीमत्-चन्रशेखरेन्रसरस्िती 

संयमीन्राणां ऄन्तेिािसियन श्रीमत्-जयेन्रसरस्िती श्रीपादानां तदन्तेिािसियन श्रीमत्-

शङ्ग्करििजयेन्रसरस्िती श्रीपादानांच चरणनिलनयोः सप्रश्रयं साञ्जिलबद्ध ंच नमस्कुमनः । 
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Swasti Vachanam – Guru Vandanam 

Obeisance at the holy feet of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peethadhipati  

Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya 

Obeisance to Gurus 

Obeisance to Sri Chandramouliswara and Sri Maha Tripurasundari 

The divine town of Kanchipuram is an ornament to all the auspicious worlds; it is adored by the 

thirtythree crores of Devatas; the visible abode of Sri Kamakshi Devi and Sri Ekamranatha, also of 

Sri Mahadevi and Sri Hastigirinatha; and named as Satyavrata. Here in Sarada Matham are 

seated Srimad Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharyavarya Sri Jagadguru Srimad Sankara 

Bhagavatpadacharya, who is surrounded by wise persons immersed in the bliss of garlands of 

words like streams of nectar, of unparalleled sweetness, dripping from garland of blooming 

jasmine at the crown of Devi seated in Kamalasana; who is ever in the bliss of the realisation of 

Advaita; who is ever high, with the ornaments of the virtues of self-control of body and mind; who 

is decorated with the fame from installation of Srichakra, which bestows stability to all the chakras 

of worlds; who established Shanmatha (six philosophies of six Devatas for worship) on the path 

laid down by Veda and Vedanta, thus clearing the path free of the thorns of non-believers of 

Vedas; coronated in his throne are Jagadguru Srimad Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Sripada; 

his disciple Srimad Jayendra Saraswathi Sripada; his successive disciple Srimad Sankara 

Vijayendra Saraswathi Sripada. At the lotus feet of these Gurus we prostrate with all humility, with 

folded hands. 
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1.  Teachings of Sri Kanchi Mahaswamigal 

 

From „Voice of God‟ (Deivattin Kural) - Part 6: 

"िेदो िनत्यमधीयतां तदहु्लदतं कमनस्िनुष्ठीयताम्" 

The first priority is „Karmanushthanam‟, performance of Karmas without violating instructions of 

Sastras. Nowadays „Advaita‟ is interpreted as abdication of Karmanushthanam and of rules of 

achara (conduct). They interpret „Advaita‟ as free licence to escape the rules of achara (conduct) 

and to advise „conservatives‟ like me on „What is there in all this ritual and conduct‟! It is found in 

practice that without even a little bit of Advaita experience, Jiva-Brahma Abheda (non-

difference) experience, and without making any effort in that direction, people argue vainly 

and say “Where is Karma for Atma? Where is Achara (conduct) restriction? Is observance 

of Varnasrama difference not opposed to Advaita?” This is nothing but invoking Advaita in a 

wrong way to justify abandoning Sastras and acting as you like. In order to avoid becoming party 

to this sin, I refrained from lecturing about Advaita. Let nobody take Advaita Sadhana (effort) as 

something to be seriously taken up immediately. In the depth of your mind, keep the principle that 

Jiva and Brahman are one and the same; it will work. What you should practise now is 

performance of Karmas laid down in Sastras. In the Advaita sastra experienced and taught by 

masters, you are advised to take up Vedic karmas first and after attaining perfection there, to 

move on to Advaita Sadhana. In Vivekachudamani Adi Sankara teaches that the bondage of 

samsara will be got rid of only through this method. 

श्रुितप्रमाणैकमतेः स्िधमनिनष्ठा तयैिात्मििशुिद्धरस्य । 

ििशुद्धबुद्धःे परमात्मिेदनं तेनैि संसारमूलनाशः ॥ (150) 

“If one, who is convinced of Vedas being the sole authority, is engaged in performance of duties 

assigned to him therein, his mind will become purified. For him, whose intellect is thus purified, the 

experience of Paramatma will occur; thereby the roots of samsara will be destroyed.” 

 

Let us follow this good path shown by our ancestors and attain the fruit of our birth. This path can 

be termed as „Single file path‟. Sri Bhagavatpada calls this path राजमागनः „Rajamarga‟ (the royal 

way) and teaches this firmly. 

 

From „Voice of God‟ (Deivattin Kural) - Part 2: 
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Grihashasrama (householdership) is called „Illaram‟ in Tamil; Griham is „il‟ (home). Tamil scholars 

have also glorified Grihasthasrama as in Dharma Sastras, saying „Illaramalladu Nallaramalla‟ 

(position other than householder is not good dharma). The housewife is called „Grihini‟. This 

means she administers the home. She is called in Tamil „Illattarasi‟, „Manaivi and „Manaiyal‟. 

 

Agni karma is the most important for Vedic religion. Aupasanam means related to Upasana 

(worship). Aupasanam is the Agni karma prescribed for all Hindus in Veda; it is for all castes. I 

criticise brahmana for having fallen. I pull him to the Vedic path. 

 

Aupasanam is the karma common to both husband and wife. When the husband is out of station, 

it is the wife who has to offer the Akshata for Homam in the Aupasanagni. Veda has given her this 

right. Can women give up their right?  

There is a lot of Agni at home – for food preparation, for hot water for bath! Should we allow the 

Agni, which was the witness for the marriage, to be put off without Aupasanam? If Aupasanagni is 

kept up, problems from goblins, ghosts etc. and diseases will not come near us. It is only due to 

the absence of Aupasanagni that even in brahmanas‟ homes, tapping with neam leaves, tapping 

with stick, blowing in mosque, praying to me etc. (to ward off difficulties) are common. If Agni 

shines in every brahmana‟s house and the fragrance of ghee, milk and Havis added in the Agni as 

per Sastras wafts in the air, good health and high thoughts will be attained by people of all castes. 

Aupasana Agni should be kept up throughout one‟s life without getting extinguished. 

 

One should not look for differences between Grihya karmas and Sroutha karmas. As per 

Sanatana Dharma, now known as Hinduism, both these should be protected as two eyes. 

 

The daily routine prescribed by Sastra for brahmana should be followed. The schedule is tight; 

there is no respite even for a second. Though it was brahmanas who wrote the Sastras and 

protected them, they have not prescribed a lazy routine for themselves. They have laid down rules 

of heavy physical work as well as mental involvement such that there is no chance for the mind to 

waver on extraneous matters. Where there is a will, there is a way. On return from office in the 

evening, karmas can be done as per Sastras. On holidays, all karmas can be completed 

comfortably. During periods of shift duty, rituals should be done as far as possible. There should 

be regret at not being able to perform karmas. There should be eagerness to do karmas. 

Even that has some value. The compassionate Lord will not ignore that. Instead of regretting 
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retirement from job, one should welcome retirement so that rituals can be performed properly. 

One in a lakh of people can still be found, who, after retirement, studies Veda and performs 

karmas properly. All efforts should be made to avoid discontinuance of our karmas, which have 

come down to us from times more ancient than any religion in the world. It will generate benefits 

for us as well as for the entire world.  

 

The very root of our Sanatana Dharma or Hinduism is the Achara (conduct) and daily 

observance of karmas of the individual. It is not an exaggeration to say that the reason for the 

unity of Hindus without any special propagation is the individual‟s daily observance of karmas. 

This is the truth. The purpose of emphasising the need for everyone to perform his daily karmas is 

that the human birth should not go waste. 

 

Note: Sri Kanchi Acharya Sri Mahaswamigal‟s teachings in Tamil were compiled by Brahmasri 

Ra.Ganapathi in „Deivattin Kural – 7 volumes. These volumes are available also in English and 

various other Indian languages. Brahmanas should read at least the second part definitely. They 

will then understand the greatness of performing Svadharma; they will be driven to perform the 

same. 
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2. Description of Bharata Desa in Agni Puranam 

 

Description of Bharatavarsha in Agni Purana, chapter 118 (Karma, Gnana Bhumi – Land of 

Karma and Gnana): 

ऄििरुिाच 

ईत्तरं यत्समुरस्य िहमारशे्चैि दिक्षणम् । 

िषं तत् भारतं नाम निसाहस्रििस्तृतम् ॥ 

कमनभूिमह्ऱरयं स्िगनमपिगं च गछ्ताम् । 

महने्रो मलयः सह्यः शुितमान् हमेपिनतः ॥ 

ििन्ध्यश्च पाह्ऱरपात्रश्च सप्तात्रकुलपिनताः । 

आन्रद्वीपः कसेरुश्च ताम्रिणॊ गभिस्तमान् ॥ 

नागद्वीपस्तथा सौमयो गान्धिानस्त्थिारुणः । 

ऄयं तु निमस्तेषां द्वीपः सागरसंिृतः ॥ 

योजनानां सहस्रािण द्वीपोऽयं दिक्षणोत्तरात् । 

निभेदा भारतस्य मध्यभेदऽेथपूिनतः ॥ 

ह्लकराता यिनाश्चािप ब्राह्मणाश्च मध्यतः । 

िेदस्मृितमुखनद्यः पाह्ऱरपात्रोद्भिास्तथा ॥ 

ििन्ध्याश्च नमनदाद्याः स्युः सस्यास्तापी पयोिष्णका । 

गोदािरी भीमरथी कृष्णिेणाह्लदकास्तथा ॥ 

मलयात् कृतमालाद्यािस्त्रसामाद्या महने्रजाः । 

कुमाराद्याः शुितमतो िहमारशे्चन्रभागका ॥ 

पिश्चमे कुरुपाञ्चालमध्यदशेादयः िस्थताः । 

आत्याह्लद ॥ 

महापुराणे अिेये भारतिषं नाम ऄष्टादशािधक शततमोऽध्यायः ॥ 
 

In Atmapurana by Srimad Sankarananda Saraswathi Swamigal: 

अः! पाप भिता कस्माल्पलब्धा सुदलुनभम् । 

मानुषं भारते िषे स्िगनमोक्षप्रद ंसुखात् ॥ 

िधक्! त्िां यो भारते जातो नरके पुनरागतः ॥ 
“After being born in Bharatadesa as a human being, the rare birth bestowing comfortably Svarga 

and Moksha, it is condemnable that you have come back to Naraka.” 

The greatness of Bharatadesa has been described in many Puranas. 
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3. Greatness of Bharata Desa – Foreign Scholars 

 

From Collected Works of Rt.Hon.F.Maxmuller 

India – What it can teach us 

I should point to India  

1) If I were to look over the whole world to find out the country richly endowed with all the wealth, 

power and beauty that nature can bestow in some parts, the very paradise on earth, I SHOULD 

POINT TO INDIA. 

2) If I were asked under what sky he human mind has most freely developed some of its choicest 

gifts, has most deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life and has found solutions of some 

of them, which will deserve the attention even of those who have asked Plato and Kant, I 

SHOULD POINT TO INDIA. 

3) And if I were to ask myself from what literature we here in Europe, we, who have been nurtured 

almost exclusively on the thoughts of Greeks and Romans and of one Semitic race the Jewish, 

may draw that corrective, which is most wanted in order to make our inner life more perfect, more 

comprehensive, more universal, in fact, more lively, human - a life not for this life only, but a 

transfigured and eternal life - again I SHOULD POINT TO INDIA. 

4) That very Sanskrit, the study of which may at first seem so tedious to you, and so useless, if 

only you will carry it on, as you may carry it on here at CAMBRIDGE better than anywhere else, 

open before you large layers of literature, as yet almost unknown and unexplored, and allow you 

an insight into strata of thought deeper than any you have known before and rich in lessons that 

appeal to the deepest sympathies of the human heart. India occupies a place second to no other 

country. 

5) Whatever sphere of the human mind you may select for your special study, whether it be 

Language or Religion or Mythology or Philosophy, whether it be Laws or Customs, Primitive Art or 

Primitive Science, everywhere You have to go to INDIA, whether you like it or not, because 

some of the most valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man are TREASURED 

UP IN INDIA and “IN INDIA ONLY”. 

6) In the whole world there is no study so beneficial and elevating as that of upanishads. It has 

been the solace of my life. It will be solace of my death also. A true paradise on earth, I would 

designate India under which sky the human mind has been developed. I would designate India, 
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from which literature we need most to render our inner life more perfect, more comprehensive, 

more universal. 

 

Dr.Annie Besant‟s Sayings: 

Make no mistake, without Hinduism India has no future. Hinduism is the soil into which India‟s 

roots are struck, and, tornout of that, she will inevitably wither, as a tree torn out from its place. 

And if Hindus do not maintain Hinduism, who shall save it? If India‟s own children do not cling to 

her faith, who shall guard it? INDIA ALONE CAN SAVE INDIA, AND INDIA AND HINDUISM ARE 

ONE. 

 

Warren Hastings (Ex Governor General of India) thus speaks of the Hindus in general.  

(Introduction to the Jaiminiya Nyayamala Visthara – Edited by Theoder Goid Stucker. London 

Edition 1878). 

They (Hindus) are gentle and benevolent, more susceptible of gratitude for kindness shown to 

them, and less prompted to vengeance for wrongs inflicted than any people on the face of the 

earth, faithful, affectionate, submissive to legal authority. 

Europe has also profited by this revival of the study of Sanskrit. 
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4. The emotional connect between Agnihotri and Agni Bhagavan – 

Nerur Vidvan Nityagnihotri Sri Ramana Sarma 

 

1) In many places in the Vedas the emotional connect between Agnihotris and Agni Bhagavan, 

whom they worship, has been indicated. For instance, 

"तस्य त्राता भििस तस्य सखा यस्त अितथ्यम् अनुषग् जुजोषत्" (तै.स.ं१/२/१४) 

It says: „You are his friend and you protect him, who worships you always.‟ 

 

2) In Apastamba Sroutha Sutras, while referring to the occasion when Agnihotri leaves Agni (in his 

wife‟s care), goes out of station and returns home, the emotional connect between him and Agni is 

shown. Just as there are emotions when when one returns home from an outstation trip and 

meets a very dear relative, similar emotions are referred here. 

"प्रित्स्यन् समप्रेष्यित ऄिीन् समाधेहीित। ज्िलत ईपितष्ठते" (अप.श्रौ.स.ू१/२४) 

At the time when the Agnihotri is leaving his home, he asks his disciples to keep the Agni burning. 

He prays to the Agnis.  

"पशून् नःशंस्य पािह, तान् नो गोपाय, अऽस्माकं पुनरागमाद ्आत्याहिनीयम्" 

He entreats Ahavaniya Agni to protect the cows and animals in his home till he returns. Similarly 

he implores Garhapatya Agni to take good care of the children and Dakshinagni to protect the 

food.  

"प्रजां नो नयन पािह तां नो गोपाय अऽस्माकं पुनरागमाद ्आित गाहनपत्यम् । ऄन्ं नो बुध्न्य पािह तन्ो गोपाय 

अऽस्माकं पुनरागमाद ्आत्यन्िाहायनपचनम् । ऄन्तरािी ितष्ठन् जपित आमान् नो िमत्रािरुणा गृहान् गोपायतं 

युिम् । ऄििनष्टान् ऄििहृतान् पूषैनान् ऄिभरक्षतु अऽस्माकं पुनरागमात्" 
 

He stands between the Agnis and prays to Mitra- Varuna and Poosha to take care of the house. 

All this is like requesting the elders in the family to take care of the young wife and the children in 

his absence. 

 

3) Before leaving the home, the Agnihotri chants a mantra, which is like addressing a friend.  

"मम नाम प्रथमं जातिेदः" आत्ययं मन्त्रः (तै.स.ं१/५/१०) 

Just as one would consider his friend as his substitute at home and allow him to use his clothes 

etc., he talks to Agni:  
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"मम नाम प्रथमं जातिेदः िपता माता च दधतुयनदरे । 

तत् त्िं िबभृिह पुनर् अ मद-्ऐतोः, तिाह ंनाम िबभराण्यिे ॥" 

“May my name, which my parents gave me at birth, be yours till I return. I shall carry your name. 

(That is, may visitors, who come looking for me in my absence, pay respects to you; when people 

refer to me in the new place, they will call me Aahitagni with your name.) When the Agnihotri 

returns, he says the mantra:  

"मम नाम ति च जातिेदो िाससी आि िििसानौ ये चरािः । 

अयुषे त्िं जीिसे ियं यथायथं िि पह्ऱर दधािह ैपुनस्ते" 
“We exchanged our names earlier just like clothes. Now that I have returned, let us get back to our 

normal state.” 

 

4) During the period he is away, at all Agnihotram times, the Agnihotri should prostrate in the 

direction of the Agnis in his home and pray:  

“ प्रिसन् कालॆ ििहारािभमुखः ऄग्नन्युपस्थानं जपित ।  आहिै सन् तत्र सतॊ िा ऄियः, प्राणॆन   

  िाचा मनसा िबभर्मम । ितरॊ मा सन्तम् अयुमान प्रहासीत्, ज्यॊितषा िॊ िैश्वानरॆणॊपितष्ठतॆ” आित । 

„While I am here, I bear you with my life-breath, speech and mind. While I am separated from you, 

may my life-breath not leave me. I pray to you through the all-pervasive Vaisvanara Jyoti. 

(Vaisvanara Jyoti is the light present everywhere, or the light present in all human beings, or the 

Agni in one‟s belly).‟ Just as one says he feels like losing his life-breath in separation from his dear 

one, the Agnihotri feels similar emotion. In Srimad Ramayanam, the high-souled Hanuman says 

about Sita and Rama:  

“ऄस्या दवे्या मनस्तिस्मन् तस्य चास्यां प्रितिष्ठतम् । तॆनॆयं स च धमानत्मा मुहूतनमिप जीिित” 

„Because this Devi‟s mind is with Rama and Rama‟s mind with her, they both are able to live at 

least for a short time.‟ By use of the words, „with life-breath, speech and mind‟, this kind of close 

relationship is referred. Is this not the emotion between the husband and wife? 

 

5) Further the emotion of looking at Agni like a child on the Agnihotri‟s return is also expressed by 

Apastamba. He says:  

“सिमधः कृत्िा प्रत्यॆित । यथा ह िा आतं िपतरं प्रॊिषिांसं पुत्राःप्रत्याधािन्त्यॆिंहिाएतम् ऄियः 

प्रत्याधाििन्त । स शकलान् दारूिण िा अहरन् एित यथैि तत् पुत्रॆभ्य अहरन् एित । तादक्ृ तद ्आित 

ििज्ञायते" 
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“Agnihotri should carry „Samit‟ (sacrificial faggots). Just as children expect their father to bring 

some eatables and run up to him, the Agnis expect the Aahitagni to fetch Samit and run up. 

Hence the Aahitagni should bring wooden blocks or pieces. This is similar.” 

 

6) Respect higher than what is shown to king, father and Acharya is also accorded to Agni. While 

departing from home, the Aahitagni takes leave of everybody and finally the Agnis in the Agnisala. 

Till the time the roof of Agnisala is visible during the time he walks away, he should not speak to 

anyone. Similarly when he returns home, from the time the roof of Agnisala becomes visible, he 

should refrain from speaking to anyone. At this time even if the king, father or Acharya comes, he 

should not speak to them. Only after worshipping Agni, he should speak to them. 

“यह्लद एनं राजा िपता अचायॊ िा ऄन्तरॆण ऄिीन् स्यात् छह्लददनशे नैनम् अह्लरयॆत” आित । 

 

7) While praying to Agni on his return, the Agnihotri takes back the responsibility of children etc. 

from Agni, just as one would resume his duty of looking after wife etc. from elders. He says the 

mantra: 

“प्रजां मॆ नयन ऄजूगुपः , तां मॆ पुनदिॆह आित गाहनपत्यम् , ऄन्ं मॆ बुध्न्याजूगुपः तन्मॆ पुनदिेहआत्यन्िाहायनपचनम् , 

पशून् मॆ शंस्याजूगुपः तान् मॆ पुनदहेीत्याहिनीयम्” ॥ 

The ninefold bhakti, which is famous in the world between the devotee and the Lord, is there 

hidden in Veda. That bhakti is mentioned between the Aahitagni and the Agni he worships. 

 

Sri Ramana Sarma 

Agniswara kshetram, Nerur 

Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra Sannidhi 
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5. Verses of Meditation and Prayer to Agni 

The following verses of meditation and prayer to Agni are found in the book of Mantra Sastra titled 

„Sri Sarada Tilakam‟ written by Sri Lakshmana Desikendra. 

आष्ट ंशह्ऴत स्ििस्तकाभीितमुचै्ः दीघैदॊर्मभ धारयन्तं जिाभम् ।  

हमॆाकल्पप ंपद्मसंस्थ ंित्रनेत्रं ध्यायेद्वह्ऴनन बद्धमौह्ऴल जिािभः ॥  १ 

1. Agni Bhagavan should be meditated upon as: holding in his four long hands the signs of boon, 

Sakti, Swastika and freedom from fear (abhaya); with splendour of java flower (China rose); with 

ornaments of gold; seated on lotus flower; having three eyes; with tresses tied on the head. 

 

ऄंसासत-सुिणनमाल्पय-मरुण-स्त्रक्तचन्दनालङ्ग्कृतम ् 

 ज्िालापुञ्ज-जिाकलाप-ििलसन्मौह्ऴल सुशुक्तलांशुकम ्। 

शितस्ििस्तक दभनमुिष्टक जपस्त्रक् स्रुक् स्रुिाभीिरान् 

 दॊर्मभर्मबभ्रत-मिञ्चत-ित्रनयनं रताभमह्ऴि भजॆ ॥  २ 

2. I pray to Agni Bhagavan who: has golden garlands on shoulders; is decorated with red coloured 

garlands and sandal paste; is with brilliant tresses on head; is dressed in white; has in his hands 

Sakti, Swastika, handful of darbha grass, rosary of beads, ladles „sruk‟ and „sruvam‟ used in 

oblations, and signs of abhaya and boon; is with three adorable eyes; is brilliant in red. 

 

निकुङ्ग्कुमसंिमतं ित्रनॆत्रम् रुिचराकल्पपशत ंभजािम ििननम् । 

स्रुिशितिराभयािन दॊर्मभः दधत ंरतसरॊरुह ेिनषण्णम ्॥  ३ 

नमॊ िद्वशीष्णॆ ित्रपद ॆचतुःऊङ्ग्गाय तन्तिे । 

सप्तहस्ताय यज्ञाय त्रयी ििद्यात्मनॆ नमः ॥    ४ 

भॊ भॊ महाशते सिनकमनप्रसाधक । 

कमानन्तरॆऽिप समप्रापे्त सािन्ध्य ंकुरु सादरम् ॥   ५ (Sri Ganeswara Vimarsini) 

चतुर्मभश्च चतुर्मभश्च द्वाभ्यां पञ्चिभरॆि च । 

हूयतॆ च पुनद्वानभ्यां स नॊ ििष्णुः प्रसीदतु ॥    ६ 

ब्रह्मापनणं ब्रह्महििः ब्रह्मािौ ब्रह्मणा हुतम् । 

ब्रहै्मि तॆन गन्तवं्य ब्रह्मकमन समािधना ॥    ७ (Srimad Bhagavad Gita 4:24) 

नमस्ते गाहनपत्याय नमस्ते दिक्षणािय ॆ। 

नम अहिनीयाय महािेद्य ैनमॊ नमः ॥    ८ 

काण्डद्वयॊपपाद्याय कमनब्रह्मस्िरूिपणॆ । 

स्िगानपिगनरूपाय यजे्ञशाय नमॊ नमः ॥    ९ 

ब्रह्मणॆ गाहनपत्याय ििष्णि ॆदिक्षणाियॆ । 
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िशिायाहिनीयाय शक्तत्य ैिॆदै्य नमॊ नमः ॥    १० 

यजॆ्ञशाछयुत गॊििन्द माधिाऽनन्त कॆशि ।  

कृष्ण ििष्णॊ हृषीकॆश िासुदिॆ नमॊऽस्तु तॆ ॥    ११ 

ऄिॆ मां नय मागॆण दःुखहीनॆन सिनदा । 

ईज्ज्िलॆन सदा सिनिचत्तज्ञस्त्िमसीह भॊ ॥    १२ (Atma Puranam: 589) 

ििननमण्डलसध्यस्थ ंतप्तजामबूनदप्रभम् । 

स्िाहा स्िधा समायुतं िन्द ॆयज्ञतनंु हह्ऱरम ्॥    १३ 

यत् सिनत्र क्रतुफलद ंयदिखलयज्ञाह्लदना मिहतम् । 

यत् सकलदिॆरूप ंज्यॊितस्तदपुास्महॆ सॊमम ्॥   १४ (Sri Sivamahimakalika Stotra by  

                                                                                                       Sri Appayya Dikshitar) 

ऊग्नयजुस्सामधामानं दशाधनहििरात्मकम् । 

यं सप्ततन्तंु तन्ििन्त तस्म ैयज्ञात्मने नमः ॥                               १५ 

चतुर्मभश्च चतुर्मभश्च द्वाभ्यां पञ्चिभरॆि च । 

हूयतॆ च पुनद्वानभ्यां तस्म ैहॊमात्मने नमः ॥    १६ (Sri Bhishma Stavarajam: 42,43) 

प्राणानां धारणाथानय यॊऽन्ं भुङ्ग्ते चतुर्मिधम् । 

ऄन्तभूनतः पचत्यििस्तस्मै पाकात्मने नमः ॥    १७ 

यॊगािास नमस्तुभ्यं सिनिासिरप्रद । 

यज्ञगभन िहरण्याङ्ग्ग पञ्चयज्ञ नमॊस्तु तॆ ॥    १८ (Anusmriti: 30) 
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6. Some Rigveda Agni Sukta Mantras 

 

Rigveda is divided into eight Ashtakas or ten Mandalas. The following Suktas there have been 

grouped together as Agni Suktas: 

1. Paruchchepa‟s 127 Suktas in Mandala 1 

2. Parasara‟s Suktas (65-73) in Mandala 1  

3. Bharavaja‟s 16 Suktas in Mandala 6 

4. Gritsamada‟s 10 Suktas in Mandala 2 

A few of the Agni Suktas are given below for contemplation. By knowing the meaning of the Veda 

mantras, there will be eagerness to learn the Veda from a Guru. 

 

Paruchchepa‟s Agni Suktas 

1. ऄह्ऴि हॊतारं…….शॊिचषाऽऽजुनिानस्य सर्मपषः । (2.1.12.1) 

I meditate on Agni Bhagavan, who is called by Dikshitas (who perform yagnas), who gives things 

away liberally, who is capable of destroying everything created and who knows all. Agni Bhagavan 

shines with brilliant flame. 

2. स नॊ नॆह्लदष्ट ंददशृान ……..न शिसा । (2.1.13.1) 

O Agni Bhagavan, you are visible to our eyes. Please bless us by bringing the wealth of Devas 

and giving us. O Agni Deva, glorious one, in response to our hymns of praise, please grow strong 

and bring all strength and valour and bless us. 

 

Gritsamada‟s गृत्समदः Agni Suktas 

3.       त्िमिे राजा िरुणॊ…….दिेभाजयुः ॥ (2.5.17.4) 

O Agni Deva, you are also Varuna, who possesses the processes for doing all acts. You are also 

Mitra, who has great power and is loved by all. You are also Aryama. You are the owner of all 

things. All the pleasure in the world is with you. O Lord, you are also Amsa, who give us our share 

of Gnana. 

4. त्िमिे िपतरं ……..सुशेिः पास्याधृषः ॥ (2.5.18.9) 

People worship you with yagas like they would their father. You complete their acts well. You 

shine brilliantly with your own light. People worship you and pray to you to be their brother. You 

are also son for one who worships you. Being his friend, you protect him from his enemy‟s cruelty.  
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It is to be noted that in this mantra, Agni Bhagavan acts as a father, son and friend to one 

who worships him and blesses him at various times accordingly. 

5. त्िमिॆ सुभृत ईत्तम…ं…..ििश्वतस्पृथुः ॥ (2.5.19.12) 

O Agni Deva, while we worship you well during yagas and every day Homas, you represent the 

high growth of our life. In your wholesome sight, all beauties and glories are there. In your 

attractive colour also, your beauty and glory are seen. O immeasurably great one, you are the 

whole, who guides and takes us to the last destination of our path. You are also the accumulated 

wealth spread in all directions. 

6. यजे्ञन िधनत जातिेदसमह्ऴि ……..िृजनॆषु धूषनदम् ॥ (2.5.20.1) 

Agni Bhagavan knows everything that takes birth. May we grow him by performing yagas. 

Worship him by offering Havis etc. in yagas and chanting Veda mantras loudly. Agni Bhagavan is 

a very happy Deva. He is the male in Suryaloka; he is the priest Hota, who calls all Devas to 

yagas. Worship Agni Bhagavan, who drives the chariot and protects the Devas. Obtain his 

blessing easily. 

7. हॊताजिनष्ट चेतनः……..िािजनॊ यमम् ॥ (2.5.26.1) 

Agni Bhagavan is born for our sake as a good natured priest who calls Devas to yagas. He is born 

as the father of our fathers in order to protect them. May we perform yagas through his grace and 

succeed in getting the power to obtain wealth and subdue the mind, which runs fast. 

 

Bharadwaja‟s Agni Suktas 

8. पद ंदिेस्य नमसा…..तॆ रणयन्त संदषृ्टौ ॥ (4.4.35.4) 

O Agni Bhagavan, those, who take refuge in you and proceed to divine realms, seek out and 

obtain the Gnana which gets your grace to them. They obtained the divine Gnana with no blemish. 

They had your divine yaga names in mind and were happy to see your auspicious form. 

9. पुरुण्यिे पुरुधा…..राजिन त्िे ॥  (4.4.36.13) 

O king, Agnideva, May I enjoy in many ways the manifold wealth through you and your privilege 

as the king of wealth. O Agni Bhagavan, who is extolled in many ways; o king, there is a lot of 

wealth with you for your worshipper, who adores you. 
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10. सिमधा यस्त…….शतायुषम् ॥ (4.5.1.5) 

O Agnideva, the dying person attains the way of giving Samit and the sharpness of your strength. 

He then grows his house (body), which grows in many branches and is a hundred years old. 

11. ििद्वषेांसीनुिह िधनयेळां मदमे शतिहमाःसुिीराः ॥ (4.5.12.7) 

Destroy our enemy and make him run away broken. Grow the mantras which make you visible. 

May we attain the strength of the valorous and live a hundred years happily. 

12. ऄिा यॊ मत्यॊ ……..िुह्ऱरतािसे ॥ (4.5.16.1) 

The dying person thinks deeply and happily about service to Agni and meditating on him and 

shines brightly and attains greatness. He gets the motivation to remain secure. 

13. ऄििर्मह ििद्मना …….रियिानजेष्ििृतः ॥ (4.5.16.5) 

Agni Bhagavan is the Lord, who rescues the dying person from his shackles by his intellect. The 

wealth of Agni Bhagavan is powerful. His wealth has not been surrounded and attacked by 

enemies. 

14. ियमुत्िा गृहपते ……तेजसा सं िशशािध (4.5.20.19) 

O Agnideva, the lord of householders! We grew your form by giving oblations with Samit. Bless 

such that the Grihastha‟s acts are performed continuously without break. Make us completely wise 

with your sharp brilliance. 

15. ऄि अ यािह िीतये गृणानॊ हव्यदातये । 

          िन होता सित्स बर्महिष ॥                    (Sama Samhita 1.1)         

O Agni Bhagavan, come for a new beginning. Being worshipped through the Veda mantras we 

chant, accept our oblations. Come for receiving the oblations. Fulfiller of our prayers! Sit down on 

the sacred seat of darbha grass on the altar of yaga and bless us. 

16. त्िं न: पाह्यंकसः....... ब्रह्मणस्किे । (4.5.26.30) 

O Bhagavan who knows all births, save us from evil deeds and the acts of those who cause 

danger. Perceiver of the import of mantras! Save us and bless us. 

17. यॊ नॊ ऄिे दरॆुि  अ मतॊ िधाय दाशित तस्मान्ः पाह्यंहसः ॥ (4.5.27.31) 

O Agnideva, save us from evils of evil-mongers, which will make us suffer. 
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7. Greatness of Human birth and Brahmanas‟ importance and duty – 

Ancient Tamil and Samskrit Works 

 

In „Sivapuranam dedicated by Sri Manikkavachka Swamigal to Sri Atmanatha of 

Tirupperundurai (Avudaiyarkoil), he says: “I have taken crores of births – grass, worm, tree, many 

classes of animals, birds, snakes, stone, human being, ghost, goblin, asura, ascetic, Deva – in 

this world of moving and non-moving objects. O Siva, I have taken all births and I am tired.” 

 

In „Tiruvammanai‟ sung by him in Tiruvannamalai, in the 14th song, he says that Siva blessed him 

with thirst for God‟s grace in this human birth, obtained after crores of births. He repeats that 

human birth is a very high birth. 

 

Sri Thayumanava Swamigal has sung in „Siddhar Ganam‟: “Of innumerable births, human birth 

is the rarest indeed. If this birth is missed, what will be the next, I do not know.” 

All great sages speak of the greatness of human birth. 

 

Avvaiyar, the great Tamil woman saint, says by way of reply to the question put by Sri Muruga 

(Subrahmanya): “In response to your question as to which is rare, O Subrahmanya, I say human 

birth is rare. Even as human, it is rare to be born without disabilities like blindness, deafness, 

hunchback etc. Rarer is to receive knowledge and education. Still rarer is to give charity and 

engage in penance. If we do charity and engage in penance, the realm of Devas will open.” 

 

Prahlada speaks to Asura children in Srimad Bhagavatham, Skandha 7, chapter 6: 

कौमार अचरेत्प्राज्ञॊ धमानन् भागितािनह । 

दलुनभं मानुषं जन्म तदप्यध्रुिमथनदम् ॥ 
 “Human birth is rare indeed. It is unstable, but purposeful. Hence in young age itself a wise 

person should practise dharmas leading to attainment of Bhagavan.” 

 

Sri Jagadguru Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya, incarnation of Parameswara, says in his book 

„Viveka Chudamani‟: 

जन्तूनां नरजन्म दलुनभमतः पुंस्त्िं ततॊ ििप्रता । 

तस्माद-्िैह्लदकधमनमागनपरता ििद्वत्ि-मस्मात्परम् ॥ 
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अत्मानामात्म-िििेचनं स्िनुभिॊ ब्रह्मात्मना संिस्थितः । 

मुितनॊ शतकॊह्ऱिजन्मसु कृतैः पुण्यैर्मिना लभ्यतॆ ॥ 
“Of all births, human birth is difficult to get; rarer is birth as male and that too as brahmana, well 

versed in Vedas. Hence it is essential to practise the path of dharma (Pravritti and Nivritti) as laid 

down in Vedas and to attain mastery in that field. Then one should practise discrimination 

between Atma and non-Atma, leading finally to establishment in the state of Brahman; this is not 

attainable without the merit acquired in hundreds of crores of births.” 

दलुनभं त्रयमॆिैतत् दिैानुरहहतुेकम् । 

मनुष्यत्िं मुमुक्षुत्िं महापुरुषसंश्रयः ॥ 
“The quality of a good human being, insatiable desire for Liberation and refuge in great masters – 

these three are difficult of attainment; they are attainable only with Bhagavan‟s grace.” 

लब्ध्िा कथंिचत् नरजन्म दलुनभ ं

 तत्रािप पुंस्त्िं श्रुितपारदशननम् । 

यः स्िात्ममुक्तत्यै न यतेत मूढधीः 

 स अत्महा स्िं िििनहन्त्यसद्ग्रहात् ॥ 
“Having attained human birth somehow, and that too birth as male and mastery of Vedas, if one, 

being of foolish intellect, does not strive for his own Mukti, he verily kills himself, clinging to unreal 

things.” 

आतः कॊन्ििस्त मूढात्मा यस्तु स्िाथे प्रमाद्यित । 

दलुनभं मानुषं दहॆ ंप्राप्य तत्रािप पौरुषम् ॥ 
“Having got human birth and that too as male, if a foolish person is negligent in attaining the final 

purpose, who is more foolish than him? 

 

Saint Tirumular in his „Tirumandiram‟ says on the greatness of brahmanas: 

“There is no dharma greater than Veda. Wise men learnt and chanted Vedas, performed all 

dharmas laid down in Vedas, and attained Mukti. (51) 

Through the Ahutis (oblations) of brahmanas in Agni, the upper worlds, the earth, quarters and 

Devas of quarters – all of them get energised. (214) 

Brahmanas, who perform the prescribed six duties, worship Agni and perform rites during the 

three specified times every day. They stick to their routine and chant the six Angas of Veda. 

(The six duties of brahmana are: study and teaching of Veda, performing and guiding performance 

of yagas, and giving and receiving Danam. The six Vedangas are: Siksha, Chandas, Nirukta, 

Vyakarana, Kalpa and Jyotisha). (224) 

Brahmanas chant Gayatri mantra out of love of the world and go beyond Maya. (227) 
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Our ancestors have thus emphasised in their works the greatness of birth as human being and 

there too the rarity of birth as brahmana. Masters have shown the way for brahmana to attain in 

this birth itself the state of no rebirth. 

 

In Srimad Bhagavatham, Skandha 7, chapter 14, Dharmaputra asks Narada: “O Maharshi! 

Please teach me the dharma which should be followed by a Grihastha like me for attaining 

Moksham.” Narada taught him the dharmas: 

गृहषे्िििस्थतॊ राजिन्क्रयाः कुिनन्गृहॊिचताः । 

िासुदिेापनणं साक्षादपुासीत महामुनीन् ॥ 

दिेानृषीन् नृभूतािन िपतृनात्मान-मन्िहम् ।  

स्ििृत्यागत-िित्तॆन यजॆत पुरुषं पृथक् ॥ 

यह्यानत्मनॊऽिधकाराद्याः सिानः स्युयनज्ञसमपदः । 

िैतािनकॆन िििधना ऄििहॊत्राह्लदना यजॆत् ॥ 

पुरुषेष्िािप राजेन्र सुपात्रं ब्राह्मणं ििदःु । 

तपसा ििद्यया तुष्या धत्ते िेद ंहरेस्तनुम् ॥  
“O king, Grihastha should perform duties of his Asrama, dedicate all his acts to Bhagavan Sri 

Vasudeva and worship great Munis. With the wealth he earns through his proper occupations, he 

should perform yagnas of Devas, Rishis, humans, other beings and Pitrus, and Atma (Iswara in 

oneself) every day separately and worship the Lord. In case he has the necessary riches, age etc. 

for performing yagas, he should perform yagas, Agnihotram etc. O best among kings! Brahmana 

is the best among humans, as he has austerity, knowledge and contentment and thus holds Veda, 

the very body of Hari.” 

 

In Sri Vishnu Puranam written by Sri Parasara Maharishi, Yamagita contains the teaching of 

Yama Dharmaraja to Yamadutas. He says: 

न चलित िनजिणनधमनतॊ यः । 
“The true devotee of Vishnu will not swerve from his asrama dharmas. He will perform them for 

the pleasure of Bhagavan” (Amsam 3, chapter 7, verse 20).  

िणानश्रमाचारिता पुरुषॆण परः पुमान् । 

ििष्णुराराध्यतॆ पन्था नान्यस्तत्तॊषकारकः ॥   ९ 

यजन्यज्ञान्यजत्यॆनं जपत्येनं जपन्ृप । 

िनध्ननन्यािन्हनस्त्यॆनं सिनभूतॊ यतॊ हह्ऱरः ॥   १० 

तस्मात्सदाचारिाता पुरुषॆण जनदननः । 
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अराध्यते स्ििणोतधमाननुष्ठानकाह्ऱरणा ॥   ११ 

(ब्राह्मणः) स्िधमानतत्परॊ ििष्णुमाराधयित नान्यथा ॥ १२ 

िणानश्रमॆष ुयॆ धमनश्शास्रॊता नृपसत्तम । 

तॆषु ितष्ठन्रॊ ििष्णुमाराधयित नान्यथा ॥   १९ 

दानं दद्या-द्यजॆ-द्देिान्-यजै्ञस्स्िाध्याय-तत्परः । 

िनत्यॊदकह्ळ भिेिद्वप्रः कुयानच्ाििपह्ऱररहम् ॥   २२ 

िनिापेन िपतृनचनन्-यजै्ञदिेांस्तथाितथीन् । 

ऄन्ैमुननीश्च स्िाध्यायै-रपत्येन प्रजापितम् ॥   ९-९ 

भूतािन-बिलिभश्चैि िात्सल्पयॆनािखल ंजगत् । 

प्राप्नॊित लॊकान्पुरुषॊ िनजकमन समार्मजतान् ॥   ९-१० 

दिेाभ्यचननं हॊमस्सिानभ्यागतपूजनम् । 

िभक्षा बिलप्रदानं च शस्तमस्य नरॆश्वर ॥   ९-२१ 

One, who performs duries of his varna and asrama, and none else, pleases Vishnu. Every day 

brahmana should do Agni Upasana, yagas, Pitru yagnam, Vedic study, Danam, hospitality to 

guests, Vaisvadevam etc.; he attains to meritorious worlds.”  

Varnasrama dharmas have thus been emphasised in many ways; Agni Upasana has been 

mentioned as important. The impurities in mind should be removed by doing karmas laid down in 

Vedas for the pleasure of Bhagavan. Hence in the sankalpa said at the beginning of karmas every 

day, the masters have laid down: 

 मम ईपात्त समस्त दहु्ऱरत क्षयद्वारा श्रीपरमॆश्वर प्रीत्यथं । 
“for the pleasure of Sri Parameswara through the removal of all the sins earned by me”. Similarly 

at the close of the karma we say: 

कायेन िाचा मनसॆिन्रयैिान बुद्धध्यात्मना िा प्रकृतेःस्िभािात् । 

करॊिम यद्यत्सकल ंपरस्मै नारायणायॆित समपनयािम ॥ 
“I dedicate to Narayana all the karmas performed by me through the body, speech, mind, sense 

organs, intellect, ego or natural inclination.” There is also a prayer for forgiveness of all defects 

committed during performance of karma: 

ििसगनिबन्दमुात्रािण पदपादाक्षरािण च । 

न्यूनािन चाितह्ऱरतािन क्षमस्ि परमॆश्वर ॥ 
 

When we look at various Puranas, it is clear that 18 Puranas, 18 Upapuranas, many kshetra 

stories etc. have come down to us by way of narration by Suta Pouranika to Rishis like Sounaka 
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during yagas performed over many, many years in Naimisaranyam. Thus karmas do not exist 

without invoking Bhagavan. Our Kanchi Mahaswamigal calls our Sanatana Dharma as „Single file 

path‟. The following Rigveda mantra was cited for this purpose: 

सह स्तॊमाः सह छन्दसः अिृतः सह प्रमा ऊषयः सप्त दवै्याः । 

पूिॆषां पन्थामनुदशृ्य धीरा ऄन्िालॆिभरे रथ्यॊ ३ न रश्मीन् ॥ 
Here the phrase „Purvesham pantham‟ (on the way shown by our ancestors) should be noted. If 

we perform the Asrama karmas laid down in Vedas as an effective instrument for attaining Gnana, 

following the path of our ancestors and with due dedication to Iswara, the mind will be rid of 

impurities; and Bhagavan will shine in the cleansed mind like the reflection in a clean mirror. 

 

In Vivekachudamani Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya says: िचत्तस्य शुद्धय ेकमन -  “Karma is 

performed for purifying the mind.” This is elaborated in Upadesa Panchakam (or Sopana 

Panchakam): 

िेदॊ िनत्यमधीयतां तदहु्लदतं कमनस्िनुष्ठीयताम् 

तेनेशस्य ििधीयता-मपिचितः कामये मितस्त्यज्यताम्  ॥ 

One should study the Vedic Sakha (branch) of his lineage and perform the karmas laid down 

therein with no desire for fruit and with dedication to Iswara. That is the Puja for Iswara. Even if we 

do not expect the fruit, Bhagavan does bless us with the fruit of karmas. Whether we have desire 

for fruit while performing karma, or not, the effort is the same. But if we perform the karmas with 

no desire for fruit and with the attitude „this is the order of Vedamatha; I do this as dedication to 

Iswara‟, and if we say so, Bhagavan grants us in addition the great fruit of purity of mind. This is 

the royal Vedic path shown by our ancestors. 

 

In Tatvopadesa, a Prakarana grantha, Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya says: 

िणानश्रमाचार-परो-ऽिाप्तपुण्य-महोदयः । 

इश्वरा-नुरहाल्पलब्ध-ब्रह्मििद ्गुरुसत्तमः ॥ 

 “One, who conducts himself according to the rules of varna and asrama, gathers great merit; he 

knows Brahman by Iswara‟s grace; he is the greatest Guru.” In Svarupanusandhanam, Sri 

Acharya begins by saying: तपॊयज्ञदनाह्लदिभः शुद्धबुिद्धः - “One whose intellect is purified by 

penance, yagna, Danam etc.  In Aparokshanubhuti, he says: 

स्ििणानश्रमधमॆण तपसा हह्ऱरतॊषणात् । 



Page 31 of 117 
 

साधनं प्रभिॆत् पुंसा ंिैराग्नयाह्लद चतुष्टयम् ॥ 
“By performing the penance of one‟s own varna and asrama dharma and by meditating on Hari, 

man gets the four main instruments of Gnana, viz. dispassion etc.” In Sarvavedantasiddhanta 

Sarasangraham, Sri Acharya says: 

कतनवं्य स्िॊिचतं कमन यॊगं अरॊढंु आछछता । 
 “One should do karma suited to his varna and asrama, if he wishes to ascend yoga.” 

िशष्टान्-मीशाचनन-मायनसेिां तीथानिनं स्िाश्रमधमनिनष्ठाम् । 

यमानुषह्ऴत िनयमानुिृह्ऴत्त िचत्तप्रसादाय िदिन्त तज्ज्ञाः ॥ 
“The wise say that the food of those of good conduct, worship of Iswara, pilgrimage to holy places, 

commitment to control of sense organs, and following the rules of control of mind help in 

happiness and clarity of mind.” 

In Brahmasutra Bhashyam, Sri Acharya says in परामशानिधकरणम,् in the commentary for the 

Sutra िििधिानधारणित् (3.4.2.20),   “स्िाश्रम-िििहत-कमानननुष्ठानॆ प्रत्यिायश्रिणात्” 

“Srutis say that if people do not follow their karmas of varna and asrama, sin will result.”  

In अश्रमकमानिधकरणम,् in the commentary for the Sutras िििहतत्िाच्ाश्रमकमानिप (32), सहकाह्ऱरत्िेन 

च (33), सिनथािप त एिॊभयिलङ्ग्गात् (34), ऄनिभभि ंच दशनयित (35), he says: 

“यस्यैतेष्टा चत्िाह्वरशत्संस्कारा” आत्याद्या च संस्कारत्िप्रिसिद्धः िैह्लदकेषु कमनस ु तत्संस्कृतस्य 

ििद्यॊत्पित्तमिभप्रॆत्य स्मृतौ भिित । तस्मात् यज्ञादीिन, अश्रमकमानिण च भििन्त । ििद्यासहकाह्ऱरणी चेित 

िनिश्चतम् ॥ 
“Hence the 48 Vedic samskaras (purificatory rituals) and karmas are instrumental in empowering 

the person of mind purified thus, in obtaining Brahmavidya. It is certain that yagnas and other 

karmas of asrama are indeed helpful in obtaining Brahmavidya.” He further says: 

सिनथात्याश्रमकमनत्िपक्ष ेििद्यासहकाह्ऱरत्िपक्षे च । 

त एिाििहॊत्रादयॊ धमान ऄनुष्ठयेाः ॥ 

ऄतः ऄििहॊत्रादःे िनत्यात्कमनणः 

यत् िनत्यं कमन िैह्लदकं ऄििहोत्राह्लद तत् कायानयैि भिित ।  

ज्ञानस्य यत्कायं तदिे ऄस्यािप कायनिमत्यथनः । 
“The daily Vedic karmas like Agnihotram etc. should all be performed as prescribed asrama 

dharmas; they also lead the performer to Gnana.” He says that this is indeed the purport of Sruti. 

In Brahma Sutra Bhashya, in the third chapter, Sadhanadhyaya, he has theorised many such 

principles. 

 

Karmayoga established by Sri Krishna Paramatma (Srimad Bhagavadgita) 



Page 32 of 117 
 

While teaching Srimad Bhagavadgita to Arjuna, Sri Krishna Paramatma lets him into the secrets of 

Brahmavidya and Jiva - Brahma unity. He then stresses that for the jiva to attain the state of 

Brahman, he has to obtain the true knowledge of his self from Guru; prior to that, he has to 

perform dharmas of his varna and asrama with the spirit of dedication to Iswara. While 

commenting on the verse  

यािानथन ईदपाने सिनतः संप्लुतॊदके । 

तािान् सिेषु िेदषेु ब्राह्मणस्य ििजानतः ॥  (2-46) 

Sri Sankaracharya writes: तस्मात् प्राक् ज्ञानिनष्ठािधकारप्रापे्तः कमनण्यिधकृतेन कूपतडागाद्यथन-

स्थानीयमिप कमन कतनव्यम ्॥ 
Before attaining Gnana, everyone should definitely perform his assigned karmas. Doing these 

karmas and enjoying their fruit is like bathing in well, tank etc. Brahmagnana is like bathing in the 

sea. Though Brahmagnana no doubt is the ultimate truth, purity of mind is a must in order to 

experience it. That purity of mind will only come by karmayoga practised with dedication to 

Bhagavan. 

 

Bhagavan taught Brahmagnana in many ways to Arjuna; he said to him: “You are now not fit for 

Gnanam; Do karmayoga; thereby your mind will get purified and you will become eligible for 

Gnanayoga. You will then attain Gnana and supreme peace. If you resort to ego and decide not to 

fight, it will be a wrong decision, as your kshatriya nature will goad you to karma. Kshatriya 

svadharma involves fighting, isn‟t it? 

यद्यहकंारमािश्रत्य न यॊत्स्य आित मन्यस े। 

िमथ्यैष व्यिसायस्ते प्रकृितस्त्िां िनयॊक्षयित ॥ (18-59) 

प्रकृित: क्षित्रयस्िभािः त्िां िनयॊक्षयित ॥ 

In chapter 3, sloka 18, Gnani‟s characteristics are brought out; there Bhagavan tells Arjuna that he 

is fit for karma alone and not Gnana as yet. While commenting on this, Sri Acharya says this 

clearly in his commentary: 

न त्िं एतिस्मन् सिनतः संप्लुतॊदकस्थानीयॆ समयग्नदशनने ितनस े॥ 
“You are not in that position where water is abundant everywhere.” 

न िह किच्त् क्षणमिप जातु ितष्ठत्यकमनकृत् । 

कायनते ह्यिशः कमन सिनः प्रकृितजैगुनणैः ॥  (3-5) 

“None can remain without karma or thoughts even for a second, because one‟s innate nature will 

keep prodding him every second.” 

िनयतं कुरु कमन त्िं कमन ज्यायॊ ह्यकमनणः । 
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शरीरयात्रािप च तॆ न प्रिसद्धध्येदकमनणः ॥  (3-8) 

Sri Acharya‟s commentary says that one who does karmas as taught by Sastras is superior to one 

who does not do. 

िनयतं िनत्यं शास्त्रॊपह्लदष्टम ्

यॊ यिस्मन् कमनिण ऄिधकृतः फलाय च 

कमनणैि िह संिसिद्धमािस्थता जनकादयः।   (3.20) 

“Kings like Janaka and Asvapathi attained Liberation by doing karmas." They are known as 

karmayogis. 

श्रॆयान्स्िधमॊ ििगुणः परधमानत्स्िनुिष्ठतात् । 

स्िधम ेिनधनं श्रॆयः परधमॊ भयािहः ॥    (18-47) (3.35) 

कमनसन्यासात्कमनयॊगॊ िििशष्यते ।     (5.2) 

अरूरुक्षोमुननेयोगं कमनकारणमुछयत े॥   (6.3) 

 “Svadharma, even if not well done, is more meritorious than another‟s dharma, well done. To die 

doing one‟s svadharma is better; another‟s dharma is fraught with fear.” 

“Doing one‟s karma as karmayoga is beter than abandoning karma.” 

“For one, intent on Liberation, karma is said to be the cause for going higher.” 

िसह्ऴद्ध प्राप्तॊ यथा ब्रह्य तथाप्नॊित िनबॊध मे । 
Sri Acharya in his commentary says about „Siddhim praaptah‟  

िसह्ऴद्ध प्राप्तः स्िकमनणा इश्वरं समभ्यछयन तत्प्रसादजा ंकायेिन्रयाणां ज्ञानिनष्ठायॊग्नयता लक्षणा ंिसह्ऴद्ध प्राप्तः ॥ 
“One who performs his varnasrama dharma karmas and dedicates them to Iswara, thus gets His 

grace and becomes eligible for steadiness in Gnana.” 

ऄफलाकांिक्षिभः यज्ञॊ िििधदषृ्टॊ य आज्यते । 

यष्टव्यमॆिॆित मनः समाधाय स साित्िकः ॥   (17-11) 

“That yagna is Satvika, which is done as per Sastras and with the attitude that it must certainly be 

done and without expectation of fruit.” Here by saying यष्टव्यमॆिेित, Bhagavan shows that yagna 

has to be compulsorily performed. 

 

Further Bhagavan says that his final teaching is as follows: 

िनश्चयं शृणु मॆ 

यज्ञ दान तपः कमन न त्याज्यं कायनमॆि तत् । 
“Karmas like yagna, danam and penance (tapas) are never to be discarded, but should certainly 

be performed.” न त्याज्यं कायनमॆि. The reason is: 

यज्ञॊ दानं तपश्चेित पािनािन मनीषणाम ्। 
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एतान्यिप तु कमानिण संगं त्यक्तत्िा फलािन च । 

कतनव्यानीित मे पाथन िनिश्चतं मतमुत्तमम ्॥   (18-6) 

 “Yagna, danam and tapas are purifying for those, who do them as svadharma without expectation 

of fruit and only for the pleasure of Iswara.” 

“It is my conclusive and best opinion that these karmas like yagna etc. should certainly be 

performed, but with no regard for fruit and with no attachment.” The use of words „Nischitam‟ and 

„Uttamam‟ by Bhagavan here is to be noted. Brahmanas should perform yagnas and other 

svadharma acts as karmayoga with the sole thought that these acts are laid down in Veda. These 

are all Agni Upasana. That Agni Bhagavan gets pleased with these acts and grants all benefits is 

our ancestors‟ experience. Bhagavan further warns emphatically: 

यः शास्त्रिििधमुत्सृज्य ितनते कामकारतः । 

न स िसिद्धमिाप्नॊित न सुख ंन परा ंगितम् ॥ 

तस्माछछास्त्रं प्रमाण ंते कायानकायनव्यििस्थतौ । 

ज्ञात्िा शास्त्रििधानॊतं कमन कतुनिमहाहनिस ॥ 
“One, who acts in violation of rules of Sastra and as per his own volition, will not attain either 

fulfilment of desire, or happiness, or higher state. Therefore Sastra is your authority in deciding 

whether an act is fit to be done or not done. Knowing the rules of Sastra, you should perform 

karma in this world.” Here karmas for brahmanas as laid down in Sastra, which is Veda, are all 

Agni Upasana. 

 

It is the order of Veda that starting with Samidadhanam twice a day in Brahmacharya 

asrama and continuing with Aupasanam (Agni Sandhanam as required), Vaisvadevam 

(twice a day) etc. in Grihasthasrama, brahmana should go on with Nityagnihotram twice a 

day after performing Agni Aadhanam, and perform Somayaga etc. as per one‟s capacity. 

 

Sri Sankaracharya says in his commentary on Taittiriya Upanishad, Sikshavalli, Anuvaka 4, 

while writing on यछछन्दसा ििश्वरूपः - 

श्रीकामॊऽिस्मिन्िद्याप्रकरणेऽिभधीयमानॊ धनाथनः धन ंच कमानथ ंकमन च ईपात्तदहु्ऱरतक्षयाय, तत्क्षय ेिह ििद्या 

प्रकाशते ॥ तथा च स्मृित:- 

ज्ञानमुत्पद्यते पुंसा ंक्षयात्पापस्य कमनणः । 

यथाऽऽदशनतलप्रख्य ेपश्यत्यात्मानमात्मिन ॥ (Mahabharata) (12-196-8) 
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“One should be Srikama, i.e. desirous of wealth; wealth for what purpose? For performing karmas 

laid down in Veda with no desire for fruit. Doing such karmas will in due course result in sins being 

driven away, vidya and Gnana increasing. This is like the reflected image in a mirror being clear, 

once the dirt is removed. 

 

Sri Sureswaracharya also says in his Vartikam of Taittiriya Upanishad: 

मुमुक्षॊः तत्परस्यैिं श्रौतस्मातॆषु कमनस ु

अषं च प्राितभं ज्ञानमाििभनिित मॊक्षदम ्। (तै.ई.िार्मतकं . शी.१०-१६०) 

िनत्यकमानद्यनुष्ठानाछछुद्धान्तःकरणःपुमान् ॥ (तै.ई.िार्मतकं ब्रह्म-१-९) 

 “For one, who is intensely keen on attainment of Moksha and who earnestly performs karmas 

specified in Sruti and Smriti, the ancient Gnana of Rishis shines in him by itself and leads him to 

Moksha. By performing the daily karmas, one‟s mind gets purified.” 

 

Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya thus in his Bhashyas and Prakarana Granthas has clearly 

laid down that Yagna, Agnihotram etc. and other Asrama dharmas should be compulsorily 

performed. The ordinary Grihastha should perform them as mandatory Asrama dharmas. The 

grihastha, intent on Moksha, should perform them as instruments for Vidya. This he has 

established with the authority of Sruti, leaving no doubt. 

 

In Srimad Bhagavatham Sri Nrisimha Bhagavan teaches Prahlada: 

कथा मदीया जुषमाणः िप्रयाः त्िमािॆश्य मामात्मिनसन्तमॆकम् । 

सिेषु भूतॆष्ििधयज्ञमीश ंयजस्ि यॊगॆन च कमन िहन्िन् ॥ (7-10-12) 

 “Listening lovingly to my stories and perceiving me in your Atma, perform yagnas with the spirit of 

yoga, thus weakening your Prarabdha karma, and worship Iswara who resides in all beings as the 

lord of yagnas.” 

 

In Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavan teaches Karmayoga to Arjuna: 

कमनण्यॆिािधकारस्ते मा फलेष ुकदाचन । 

मा कमनफलहतुॆभूनमान तॆ सङ्ग्गॊऽस्त्िकमनिण ॥ (2:47) 

यॊगस्थः कुरु कमानिण सङ्ग्गं त्यक्तत्िा धनञ्जय । 

िसद्धध्यिसद्धयॊः समॊ भूत्िा समत्ि ंयॊग य्चछयत े॥ (2:48) 

कायेन मनसा बुद्धध्या केिलैह्ऱरिन्रयैरिप । 
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यॊिगनः कमन कुिनिन्त सङ्ग्गं त्यक्तत्िात्मशुद्धयॆ ॥ (5:11) 

मन्मना भि मद्भतॊ मद्याजी मां नमस्कुरु । 

मामॆिैष्यिस युक्तत्िैिमात्मानं मत्परायणः ॥ (9:34) 

मन्मना भि मद्धतॊ मद्याजी मां नमस्कुरु । 

मामॆिैष्यिस सत्यं ते प्रितजाने िप्रयॊऽिस मे ॥ (18:65) 

“You are duty bound to do karmas; do not claim right to fruit of karmas. Do not become a cause 

for getting the fruit of karma; nor become attached to abandonment of karma.” 

“Dhananjaya! Do karmas, established in yoga, without any attachment and retaining equanimity in 

success and failure. Yoga is indeed equanimity.” 

“Yogis do karma with their body, mind and intellect and sense organs, without any attachment and 

only for cleansing the mind.” 

“Set your mind on me; be my devotee; do yagas for me; worship me. With me as refuge, devoting 

yourself to me, you will attain me.” 

“Set your mind on me; be my devotee; do yagas for me; worship me. You will definitely attain me; 

I promise you; you are dear to me.”  

Sri Krishna Bhagavan thus teaches all of us through the medium of Arjuna that karmas should be 

done with the spirit of dedication to Iswara. 
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8. Poems in Sangakala Literature on Veda, Brahmanas and „Three Agnis‟ 

 

Tamil Sangakalam (Sanga period) is said to be about 2300 years earlier from now. The Tamil 

poets of Sangakalam have assembled poems composed by different poets in different places into 

eight books, called “Ettuttohai” and ten books of poems called “Pattuppattu”.  

The eight books of „Ettuttohai‟ are: 

1.Natrinai  2.Kurunthohai  3.Ainkurunooru   4.Paditruppattu  5.Paripadal  6.Kalittohai    

7.Ahananooru    8.Purananooru. 

The ten books of „Pattuppattu‟ are: 

1.Tirumurugatruppadai   2.Porunar Atruppadai   3.Sirupanatruppadai   4.Perum Panatruppadai 

5.Mullaippattu   6.Maduraikkanchi   7.Nedunalvadai   8.Kurinjippattu    9.Pattinappalai    

10.Malaipadukadam (Koottaratruppadai). 

 

In Ainkurunooru, in the first chapter of ten poems, in the 4th poem, the poet Oram Pogiyar 

complements the Chera king. He says first that the enemies stand defeated. Defeat of enemies 

strengthens the king; it is good for the country. With brahmanas (the poet uses the term „Parppar‟, 

which actually refers to brahmanas, who have vision of Bhagavan in their heart-cave) chanting the 

Veda, the lifespan of the king grows. Let brahmanas chant Vedas and perform yagas. 

In the 6th poem, „Thozhi Kootruppattu‟, the poet extols a place called Thenur in the Pandya 

kingdom. He says that with brahmanas performing many yagas, the Agni makes the daytime more 

brilliant. 

 

„Paripadal‟ of Ettuttohai had 70 poems originally at the time of compiling it. Those were: in 

praise of Vishnu- 8, Muruga- 31, Kotravai (Durga) -1,  River Vaigai- 26; Madurai- 4. But we have 

only 22 poems available now. In the 2nd poem on Vishnu, the poet Keerandaiyar says: 

“O Lord whose high flag has the red-mouthed Garuda! you are the substratum in the shining gem 

and other materials. Your form and your food consist of the words of the lord of yaga uttered in the 

Veda; the sacrificial animal tied to the sacrificial post (yupasthambha) in yagas, each higher than 

the other; the brilliant flame from the Agni in the yaga, intensified by pouring ghee and other 

Havis. Parimelazhagar‟s commentary explains that Bhagavan appears in the form of sculpture to 

ordinary persons, as the flame in the yaga to brahmanas, in their minds to yogis and at all places 

to Gnanis. 
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In the 3rd poem on Vishnu, the poet Kaduvanin Eyinanar praises Vishnu: 

“You are the inscrutable import of the Veda; the substratum of the five elements.” 

In the 10th poem on River Vaigai, poet Karumpillaippoodanar says: 

“Some women rolled on the roller stone red coloured saffron liquid, pasty perfume mixes, camphor 

etc. such that the desired intensity of the red colour, similar to the flame from the yaga Agni on 

adding Havis, was achieved.” In another poem (3rd), there is clear reference to brahmanas 

protecting the sacred Veda. 

In the 7th poem Madurai city is extolled by saying: “The people of the city of Madurai get up from 

bed by hearing the sound of the chant of Vedas and not that of the cock as people in Vanji and 

Uraiyur do.” 

 

In the beginning of the prayer song in Kalittohai, it is said: “The Lord taught the sacred Veda with 

the six Angas to brahmanas.” The six Angas (Shadangas), as noted earlier, are Nirukta, Jyotisha, 

Vyakarana, Kalpa, Chandas and Siksha. The Tamil term „Andanar‟ used for brahmanas means 

those who have loving compassion. Nachchinarkkiniyar, the scholar, in his commentary, writes 

that „Andanar‟ actually means those who have realised „Antha‟, i.e. Vedanta, vision of the Lord. 

In the 3rd part of Kalittohai, viz. „Marudakkali‟, it says: “Like the Veda-chanting brahmana, who 

circumambulates the Agni with his bride with doe-like vision during marriage, the hero also does 

the same.” 

 

In Purananooru, poet Muranjiyur Mudinaganar, while praising the king Cheraman Perunchotru 

Udiyan Cheraladan, refers (2-22, 23) to „Muththi‟ (three Agnis) worshipped by brahmanas twice a 

day. Poet Avur Mulankizhar, in 166th poem in Purananooru, says about king Gowniyin 

Vinnandayan that he performed many yagas and obtained many victories in wars. He adds that he 

adopted Diksha during yaga period and his wife acted as yagnapatni and that the king fought 

against the nihilism of Buddhists and followed Vedic religion keenly. He says: “O king, the ancient 

Veda of four branches and six Angas talks only about dharma and is ever the speech of Siva. You 

countered the false propaganda of Buddhists and others, opposed to Veda. You have come in the 

lineage of kings who performed the 21 yagas grandly. When you sit for yaga wearing deerskin and 

yagnopavita, your wife performs her role in the yaga. May you, with such a wife, live long like the 

Himalayas.” 
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The author of Tirumurugatruppadai, one of the „Pattuppattu‟ compilation, is Nakkeerar, son of 

poet Madurai Kanakkayanar. He debated with Siva himself and obtained his grace. Having got the 

grace of Muruga, he composed this poem for others to similarly attain his grace. He was the first 

poet in Tamil Sangam. Tirumurugatruppadai is included in 11th Tirumurai. While praising Muruga 

of Swamimalai (Tiruveragam), Nakkeerar sings the greatness of brahmanas. He says: 

“Brahmanas perform the prescribed six karmas. They come from the lineage of truth and dharma; 

they live such that their father‟s and mother‟s lineages are proud. They perform yagas of the three 

types. Wearing yagnopavita, they worship Bhagavan at proper times with hands joined over their 

heads. They pray to Muruga chanting the Shadakshara mantra and offer flowers. Sri Muruga of 

Tiruveragam is pleased with their prayers with Veda mantras. They perform Agni Upasana every 

day.” 

 

In Maduraikkanchi, the 6th in the Pattuppattu compilation, poet Mangudi Marudanar praises king 

Talaiyalanganathu Cheruvendra Pandian and the city of Madurai. He refers to the transience of 

the human birth and explains like „gooseberry in palm‟ the Advaita principle of how Mukti can be 

attained in this birth itself. While describing the people of Madurai and their modes of living, he 

says about brahmanas that they live in „Andanar palli‟; they always chant the three Vedas; with a 

view to merging with Bhagavan, they practise the principle of dharmic conduct and perform yagas 

etc. He adds that brahmanas have vision of Bhagavan in their hearts and act accordingly; hence 

they cross the samsara and attain Mukti in this birth itself. He extols the king and says that he 

should perform many yagas like the earlier king „Palyagasalai Mudukudumip Peruvazhudi‟. This is 

seen in „Nalvelvitturai also. In Paditruppattu, Tirumurugatruppadai, Kalittohai, Perumpanatrup-

padai and Ahananooru, we find many references to brahmanas performing yagas and various 

details relating to yagas. 
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9. Greatness of Grihasthasrama 

 

Ancient Literature 

Maharishi Goutama praises Grihasthasrama thus: 

दिेैश्च मनुष्यैश्च ितयनिग्नभश्चॊपजीव्यते । 

गृहस्थः प्रत्यह ंयस्मात् तस्माछरेयान् गृहाश्रमी ॥ 
 “As Grihastha supports Devas, humans and animals every day, he is the most meritorious.” 

 

Manu says in Manusmriti: 

यथा मातरमािश्रत्य सि ॆजीििन्त जन्तिः ।  

तथा गृहस्थमािश्रत्य सि ेजीििन्त िभक्षिः ॥ (मनुस्मृितः) 

यथा मूलप्राणॊ भिेत्स्कन्धः स्कन्धात् शाखाः सपल्पलिाः । 

मूलॆनैि ििनष्टने सिनमॆतिद्वनश्यित ॥ 

तथा चतुणानमाश्रमाणां तु गृहस्थो यॊिनरुछयते । 

तस्मात्सिनप्रयत्नेन रक्षणीयॊ गृहाश्रमी ॥ 

यथा नदीनदास्सिे सागरे यािन्त संिस्थितम ्। 

तथैिाश्रिमणस्सि ेगृहस्थ ेयािन्त संिस्थितम ्॥ 
 “Just as all living beings depend on their mother for living, all mendicants (brahmachari, 

vanaprastha and sanyasi) depend on the Grihastha for living.” 

“For a tree, the the root-stem at the base is the fundamental vital breath; from it, the branches with 

blossoms are held. If the base stem is destroyed, the entire tree is destroyed. Similarly, for all the 

four asramas, Grihastha is the basic support. Hence Grihastha should be protected at all costs.” 

“Just as all rivers (flowing east or west) find their final destination in ocean, people of all asramas 

find their support in the Grihastha.” 

 

Jagadguru Sri Kanchi Mahaswamigal says in Voice Of God (Deivattin Kural) - Part 2 on the 

aims of marriage: 

“In Brahmacharya asrama one absorbs Vedas theoretically. To gain practical insight, he has to 

perform the karmas, yagnas as instructed in Vedas. For this purpose he has to take up a 

companion as an inseparable asset. She is called yagnapatni or dharmapatni. She must be with 

him and encourage him in performance of dharma including yagna. She thus acts as the 

backbone of karmas, which make divine powers favourable to the world. Even when she is his 

cook and she provides physical comfort to him, she does well for the world. This is because the 
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food cooked in his home is not just for him; but he has to feed guests, poor persons and even 

other living beings through Vaisvadevam. So his wife‟s cooking serves this purpose. 

 

In order for Vedic dharma to remain perpetually in this world, she has to procreate children for 

performing Vedic rituals. It cannot be seen in any other religion that even procreation is made into 

a samskara for future dharmic life. If the present day people understand the Sastric aims of 

marriage as explained by me, it will pave the way for improvement. May Sri Chandramouliswara 

bless people to understand the right way.” 

 

Importance of Grihasthasrama in Tirukkural 

Tirukkural has been praised by many scholars like Avvaiyar, Idaikkadar and Velliveediyar. They 

have compared it to Veda and admired its brevity and comprehensiveness in explaining dharma, 

saying that the seven seas have been, as it were, compressed in a mustard seed. Tiruvalluvar has 

spoken about Grihasthasrama in „Illaraviyal‟ in ten stanzas. He says: 

1. Grihastha (Ilvaazhvan in Tamil) is one who supports his parents, relatives and others. 

2. Grihastha is the support for those abandoned by relatives, the poor and those who die as 

orphans. 

3. It is Grihastha‟s bounden duty to protect as per dharma the five entities – his dead ancestors, 

Bhagavan, guests, relatives and himself. 

4. If Grihastha gathers wealth with fear of blame for evil sources, and enjoys the same after 

distributing it among others, his lineage will never be destroyed. 

5. The characteristic of Grihasthasrama is love; the benefit is to follow the dharma of helping 

others. 

6. If one conducts Grihasthasrama as per dharma, there is nothing he would gain by taking 

recourse to Sanyasa. 

7. One, who lives as Grihastha with its characteristics intact, is the best among all those who 

strive to succeed. 

8. Grihasthasrama, conducted through enabling others to live life as per dharma and himself living 

without violation of dharma, is more powerful than austerity conducted with discipline. 

9.  Dharma is Grihasthasrama; it is best if it is lived without attracting blame from others. 

10. One, who lives on earth as per the principles of life, will be treated as a Deva of heaven even 

while on earth. 
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Deepa worship is also Agni Upasana 

Traditionally women used to sing in praise of Devi enshrined in Deepa (lighted lamp) while lighting 

and placing lamps of different kinds – earthen, brass with Devi design etc., in homes at various 

locations – both sides of entrance, Bhagavan‟s sannidhi, Tulasi plant platform etc. both in morning 

and evening. Those songs praise the flame in the deepa and convey prayers for longevity, 

prosperity, progeny, fame, Gnana etc. While elderly women lighted the lamps and worshipped, 

they used to train the girl children. Their minds and the homes were bright and blissful. Agni 

Bhagavan himself shines in the flame of the Deepa and blesses. With the lighting and worship of 

the external lamp, the inner light will brighten up. Worship of Deepa has been the life-breath of our 

nation. It has been common in all parts of our country to worship Deepa in different festivals on 

different days in different months. Deepa going off has been considered as a bad omen. 

 

Tiruvannamalai has been called Agni kshetra. The Karthikai Deepa festival there is world famous. 

Sri Parameswara shines as flaming Agni in the form of Light there. Kanchipuram is known as 

Prithvi kshetra. People worship Mahavishnu here as „Deepaprakasa‟. Connoting this, this sthala is 

known as Tiruttanga and Tooppul. Tirumangaiyazhvar sings of Mahavishnu shining as 

„Deepaprakasa‟ in his poem Tiruneduntandagam. 

 

An old Tamil song avers that all gods are present in Deepa Jyoti: The flame is Siva; the heat is 

Ambika; the red colour is Ganesha; the light is Muruga; Jyoti is Vishnu and Surya. The light that is 

Muruga actually came out of the sparks of Agni of the eye in the forehead of Sri Parameswara. 

There is no poet or scholar, who has not eulogised the greatness of Deepa. 

 

Kalidasa, who wrote Raghuvamsa, was known as „Deepasikha Kalidasan‟. He generally uses 

Deepa as illustration. In Raghuvamsa, while describing Indumathi‟s svayamvara, the poet says 

(6:67):  

सञ्चाह्ऱरणी दीपिशखेि रात्रौ यं यं व्यतीयाय पह्ऴतिरा सा । 

नरेन्रमागानट्ट आि प्रपेद ेिििणनभािं स स भूिमपालः ॥ 

 

When Indumathi walked with the garland in hand near the kings, their faces would brighten with 

her radiance like the Deepa flame. When she goes past the kings, their faces would darken, like 

the houses in the street in the night. In Meghadootam, the yaksha describes the lamps in the 

bedroom as „star lamps‟. 
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Sri Vidyaranya Swamigal names chapters 6 to 10 in his monumental work „Panchadasi‟ as 

Deepas – Chitradeepa, Kootasthadeepa, Dhyanadeepa and Natakadeepa. It is to be noted that at 

the present time in the whole world there is Deepayuga because of use of electricity. 

 

Among the 63 Nayanmars, Kaliyanayanar, performed Deepa seva to Sri Parameswara in 

Tiruvotriyur and merged with the Lord. Another Nayanar, Kanampullar, similarly did Deepa seva in 

Chidambaram and merged with the Lord. Kings in ancient times created endowments for Deepa 

seva in temples. All books of Veda and Vedanta, and Tamil hymns say that Bhagavan shines as 

the light of Deepa in every jiva‟s heart.  

 

Tirumular in his Tirumandiram says: 

Siva is the inscrutable light of virtue in the human body. It is only Bhagavan who can unveil the 

light in the heart and kindle it to brighten. That is indeed the light which brings the outside world to 

light. If we worship Bhagavan, he will kindle the light. By following the steps of Charya, kriya, yoga 

and gnana, one can attain the ultimate fruit of this birth, viz. the state of no rebirth. 

 

Tirunavukkarasu Swamigal and Poygai Alwar also describe Bhagavan as the light which brings all 

objects to light. Bhutattalwar describes Gnana as the light, in which love is the lamp, zeal is the 

ghee and meditation is the wick. 
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10. Agni Upasana in Festivals 

 

Though many are the materials created by Bhagavan in the world, there are a few chosen ones in 

which Bhagavan‟s presence is perceived intensely, as also accepted in Sastras. If we invoke the 

respective gods in these materials through appropriate mantra Japa, the gods appear and bless 

us. This is stated in „Smritimuktaphalam‟ (Vaidyanatha Dikshitiyam), the celebrated book of 

Dharma Sastra, in Aahnika Kanda: 

ऄप्स्ििौ हृदये सूय ेस्थिण्डल ॆप्रितमासु च । 

षट्स्िेतेषु हरेस्समयगचननं मुिनिभः स्मृतम ्॥ 
“Munis recommend invoking and worshipping Bhagavan in the following six articles: 

1. Pure water from rivers like Ganga, Kaveri, Yamuna, Krishna, Godavari, Narmada etc. 

2. Agni established through due Vedic process. 

3. The hearts of yogis, who constantly meditate on Bhagavan. 

4. Surya, the visible God. 

5. Altar like yantra etc. 

6. Images of gold, silver, brass, bronze, Panchaloha etc.” 

That Agni is included in the articles of worship here should be noted. 

Agni Upasana, commenced as Samidadhanam in Brahmacharyasrama, grows into Aupasanam, 

Vaisvadevam, Nityagnihotram and many Sroutha and Smartha karmas in Grihasthasrama; it 

becomes an important part of our life and leads us higher. 

 

Women clean the entrance to the home with cowdung, put „kolam‟ (flour design) and light the 

lamp; they also light the lamp in the Pooja room in morning and evening. Traditionally this Agni 

Upasana has been observed in every household with no barriers of caste, lineage etc. In every 

month there are important occasions when we light the lamp and worship. 

 

Yamadeepa 

अिश्वनस्याऽिसते पक्ष ेत्रयॊदश्यां िनशामुखे । 

यमदीपं बिहदनद्यात् ऄपमृत्युर्मिनश्यित ॥ 
 “Yamadeepa is lighted in Asvin month, Krishna paksha, in the night on Trayodashi, the night 

before Deepavali; this wards off untimely death.”  

Skanda Puranam extols Yamadeepa in glowing terms: 

मृत्युना पाशदण्डाभ्यां कालेन श्यामया सह ।  



Page 45 of 117 
 

त्रयॊदश्यां दीपदानात् सूयनजः प्रीयतां मम ॥ 
“May Yama Dharmaraja, the son of Surya, who holds rope and staff in his hands and shines with 

Mrityu, Kala and Syamaladevi, be pleased with me through this Deepadana on this Trayodashi 

day.” So praying, women should light earthen lamps with til oil in every home and worship. This 

will destroy sins committed by us unknowingly and fear of untimely death, and grant us long 

healthy life; there is no doubt. 

 

Deepavali 

This festival, where Deepas are lighted and kept in a row (Avali), is celebrated merrily throughout 

Bharatadesa. In „Nirnayasindhu‟, a book of Dharmasastra, we are asked to light lamp with four 

wicks on the evening of Deepavali day and keep in Pooja room and entrance of homes and in 

Siva and Vishnu temples. The prayer is: 

दत्तॊ दीपश्चतुदनश्यां नरकप्रीतये मया । 

चतुिनर्मत समायुतः सिनपापाऽपनुत्तये ॥ 
“On Chaturdashi day, this Deepa with four wicks is offered for destruction of all sins and removal 

of fear of Naraka.” This will grant us good health, long life, happiness etc. 

 

Karthigai Deepa 

Deepa offered during the entire Karthik month is called „Akasadeepa‟. The special Deepa on the 

days of Bharani and Karthik stars in Karthik month is known as Bharani deepa and Karthigai 

deepa. This Deepa festival is observed in all homes and Siva temples. In Tiruvannamalai, the 

Agni kshetra, Karthigai Deepa has been celebrated as a grand festival for many centuries. The 

Tiruvannamalai hill itself is worshipped as the form of Agni and Sri Parameswara. 

दशननात् ऄभ्रसदिस जननात् कमलालय े। 

काश्यां तु मरणान्मुितः स्मरणात् ऄरुणाचलम ्॥ 
Our ancestors have said that by having darshan at Chidambaram, by taking birth in Kamalalaya 

(Tiruvarur), by dying in Kashi and by thinking of Arunachala, Mukti is attained.  

Arunagiri shines indeed as the form of Jyoti. 

 

Akasa Deepa 

Every year in Kartikai month, for 30 days from Sukla paksha Prathama tithi to Amavasya day, 

every day in the evening, Deepa should be lighted in earthen lamp with 8 wicks and with til oil at 
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home on top level or in temples on a high staff. This is called akasadeepa. Nirnayasindhu says 

that one who does this will obtain good wealth, handsomeness and good luck.  

कार्मतके ितलतैलॆन सायङ्ग्काल ेसमागते । 

अकाशदीपं यॊ दद्यात् मासमॆकं हह्वर प्रित ॥ 

महतीं िश्रयमाप्नॊित रूपसौभाग्नयसंपदम ्॥ 
The prayer to be said is: 

दामॊदराय नभिस तुलाया ंलॊलया सह । 

प्रदीपं ते प्रयछछािम नमॊऽनन्ताय िॆधस े॥ 
On Karthik Pournima day, it has been the practice to burn „Chokkappanai‟ in front of Siva temple 

and in a common remote place. A tall staff or tree is covered with straw, and palm leaves are tied 

at top and that is put to fire. The term „Chokkappanai‟ is perhaps derived from „Chokkan‟, meaning 

Siva and „Appan‟ meaning father. Mahakavi Kalidasa calls Siva and Parvathi as the father and 

mother of the world – जगतः िपतरौ िन्दे पािनती परमॆश्वरौ । 

One should think of the burning „Chokkappanai‟ as Parameswara shining in the form of Jyoti and 

pray to him. When it burns, one should throw Guggula (fragrant gum resin) in it thinking of 

Mahabali the king. The prayer to be said is: 

ईज्िलज्यॊितराकाशे दीप्यमाने ििभािसौ । 

गुग्नगुलं प्रिक्षपामयत्र प्रीतॊ भि महाबल ॆ॥ 
We pray to Agni Bhagavan for cleansing of the mind, saying: 

कह्ळिाः पतङ्ग्गाः मशकाश्च िृक्षाः जल ेस्थल ेये ििचरिन्त जीिाः । 

दषृ्ट्िा प्रदीपं न च जन्मभािगनः भििन्त िनत्यं श्वपचाः िह ििप्राः ॥ 
“Worms, birds, insects, trees etc. existing in water and on land, on seeing the lamp, get released 

from the cycle of births; so do humans from brahmanas down to the eaters of dog‟s flesh.”  

 

Deepa Worship in Holi Festival 

Holi festival is widely celebrated in north India by all people on Magha month‟s Pournima day. The 

story behind this festival is told in Bhavishyottara Puranam. In order to protect children from a 

Rakshasi named Dundika who troubles children in secret, it is the practice to create an image of a 

sleeping Rakshasi with firewood, cowdung cakes etc and put it to fire. This is done on Magha 

Pournima evening at home or in a common place. People circumambulate the raging fire, while 

saying the verse and praying to Holika, the demoness for prosperity: 

ऄस्मािभभनय-सन्त्रस्तैः कृतात्िं हॊिलके यतः । 

ऄतस्त्िां पूजियष्यामॊ भूते भूितप्रदा भि ॥ 
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The book Smriti Koustubha further says that people should make noise, clap hands, laugh and 

sing while going round the fire: 

ततः ह्लकलह्लकला शब्दःै लालशब्दःै मनॊरमैः । 

तमह्ऴि ित्रःपह्ऱरक्रमय गायन्तु च हसन्तु च ॥ 
This is followed that night or the next day by saying this prayer to the ash: 

ििन्दताऽिस सुरेन्रणॆ ब्रह्मणा शङ्ग्करॆण च । 

ऄतस्त्िं पािह नॊ दिॆि भूते भूितप्रदा भि ॥ 
This will lead to removal of all diseases, dullness of intellect, fear of untimely death etc. and grant 

long life, good health, sharp intellect etc. 

 

Smriti Koustubham also says that on Magha Sukla Dvadashi day, Sri Mahavishnu created black til 

from his own body after performing severe tapas as per a Puranic account. Hence lighting lamp 

with til oil and offering til rice to Bhagavan will destroy all sins and bestow benefits. The verse is: 

माघॆ तु शुक्तलद्वादश्यां यतॊ िह भगिान् पुरा । 

ितलान् ईत्पादयामास तपःकृत्िा सुदारुणम ्॥ 

ितलतैलेन दीपाश्च दयॆाः दिेगृहषॆु च ॥ 
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11. Greatness of Agni Upasana in Upanishads 

Kathopanishad 

Kathopanishad belongs to Katha Sakha (branch) of Krishna Yajur Veda. There are two chapters, 

each having three sections, called Vallis (creepers). In the first Valli, the story of Nachiketas and 

the dialogue between him and Yama Dharmaraja find a place. Nachiketopakhyanam is also found 

in Taittiriya Brahmanam. Yama is one of the Brahmavidyacharyas; Kathopanishad is an important 

Upanishad stressing Agni Upasana. Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya has written a 

commentary based on a sage‟s experience. With the very first mantra of the first Valli, the story of 

Nachiketas starts. 

ईशन् ह िै िाजश्रिसः सिनिेदसं ददौ । 

तस्य ह निचकेता नाम पुत्र अस ॥ 
 „Vaja‟ means food. Vajasravas perhaps got his name because he might have given danam of 

food in plenty. His son was Vajasravasa. He was giving away all his wealth as dakshina in a huge 

yaga called Visvajit. He had a son named Nachiketas.  

 

When he saw his father giving away cows, which were old and incapable of consuming grass, 

drinking water and giving birth to calves, he was worried that this might lead to his father being 

deprived of the good benefits from the yaga and attaining to miserable realms. 

पीतॊदकाः जग्नधतृणा दगु्नधदॊहा िनरीिन्रयाः । 

ऄनन्दा नाम तॆ लॊकास्तान्स गछछित ता ददत् ॥ 
 

Out of compassion he asked his father three times: „To which Ritvik are you going to give me 

instead of dakshina‟. The father was furious at the boy not behaving his age and said, „I am going 

to give you to Yama Dharmaraja, son of Surya.‟ 

स हॊिाच िपतरं तत कस्म ैमां दास्यसीित । 

िद्वतीयं तृतीयं तंहॊिाच मृत्यिे त्िा ददामीित ॥ 
In order to make his father‟s statement true, Nachiketas set out happily to Yamaloka and waited at 

Yama‟s abode for three days as Yama had gone out. (Nachiketas, the brahmachari, could go to 

Yama‟s abode by the power of his Agni Upasana, viz. Samidadhanam.) 

 

िैश्वानरः प्रििशत्यितिथ-ब्राह्मणॊ गृहान् । 

तस्यैतान् शाह्ऴन्त कुिनिन्त हर िैिस्ितोदकम् ॥ 
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The brahmana, who comes as guest, is Agni himself. Virtuous people offer him Argyam, Padyam, 

Asana etc. (water for washing hands and feet, and seat) and make him comfortable, as if they try 

to put off the heat of Agni. Hence Yama‟s wife or minister advised Yama to offer him these 

hospitalities. Srimad Bhagavatham also says  ऄिेरभ्यागतो मूर्मतः -  „Agni, who came as guest in the 

form of human being‟. 

 

Yama said to Nachiketas: “Brahman! You, who ought to have been worshipped as guest, spent 

three nights in my home without even food. Hence I seek your forgiveness and plead that all may 

be well with me. Please ask me for three boons, one for each of the three nights you spent here.” 

ितस्रो रात्रीर्-यदिात्सीर्-गृह ेमेऽनश्नन् ब्रह्मन्ितिथर्-नमस्यः । 

नमस्तॆऽस्तु ब्रह्मन् स्ििस्त मॆऽस्तु तस्मात्प्रितत्रीन्िरान्िृणीष्ि ॥ 
Nachiketas agreed and asked for the following three boons: 

1. My father‟s anger towards me should subside. He should feel at home when he sees me again. 

Yama granted this first boon. 

2. There is no fear of disease etc. in Svarga. You, Yama, also do not go there normally. People 

there do not fear you. Please teach me that Agni Vignana, which is the means of attaining to 

Svarga. Yama agreed and taught him Agni Chayanam, the method of preparing Srouthagni. 

स चािप तत्प्रत्यिदद्यथॊतम ्
Nachiketas learnt it and repeated it correctly to Yama. 

मृत्युः पुनरेिाह तुष्टः 
Yama was pleased and said: “I offered you three boons. Impressed by your sharp intellect, I am 

now offering you a fourth boon too. Let this Vidya of „Agni Chayanam‟ be known hereafter as 

„Naachiketa Chayanam‟. If a Nityagnihotri performs this Naachiketa Chayanam three times, he 

becomes „Trinaachiketa‟. This is the 17th mantra in Kathopanishad.    

ित्रणािचकेतिस्त्रिभरेत्य सह्ऴन्ध ित्रकमनकृत्तरितजन्ममृत्यू । 

ब्रह्मजज्ञ ंदिेमीड्य ंििह्लदत्िा िनचाय्चयॆमां शािन्तमत्यन्तमॆित ॥ 
If Trinaachiketa, guided by three entities (mother, father, teacher; or, Sruti, Smruti, virtuous 

ritualists; or, three authorities- Pratyaksham, Anumanam and Agamam – direct perception, 

inference and scripture), performs the three karmas, viz. Yaga, Vedic study and Danam, he 

crosses the cycle of births and deaths. He comes to know through Sastra, the self-luminous Virat 

Purusha (Cosmic Person), who emerges out of Brahman, is omniscient and adorable in the form 

of Naachiketagni Chayanam. He experiences that Brahman as his own Self and attains the 

highest peace. Sri Sankaracharya further says in his commentary:  
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आदानीमििििज्ञानचयनफलमुपसंहरित प्रकरण ंच  
“Now the Upanishad concludes the subject of Agni Upasana, Agni Chayana yaga and its fruit.” 

ित्रणािचकेतस्त्रयमेतिद्वह्लदत्िा य एिं ििद्वांिश्चनुते नािचकेतम् । 

स मृत्युपाशान्पुरतः प्रणॊद्य शॊकाितगॊ मॊदते स्िगनलॊके ॥ 
A Trinaachiketa, who learns the three aspects, viz. the classes of bricks, the number of bricks and 

the method of placing them for construction of altar, and worships Naachiketagni as his own Self, 

gets rid of Adharma, ignorance, desire and hatred etc., rides over mental grief and enjoys bliss in 

the world of Virat Purusha. 

ततॊ मया नािचकॆतिश्चतॊऽििः । 

ऄिनत्यैरनवै्यः प्राप्तिानिस्म िनत्यम् ॥ 
Yama further said: “Naachiketagni Chayanam was performed by me. I thus attained the eternal 

state through use of ephemeral materials.” After Yama completed his discourse on the greatness 

of Naachiketagni thus, Nachiketas asked Yama for the third boon as granting knowledge of 

Brahmavidya. Though Yama initially tested Nachiketas‟s sincerity and qualification, he taught him 

Brahmavidya after convincing himself of Nachiketas‟s ability and sincerity. 

 

While commencing the commentary of Kathopanishad, Sri Sankaracharya pays obeisance to 

Bhagavan Yama, the son of Surya, the Brahmavidyacharya as well as Nachiketas. 

ऒं नमॊ भगिते िैिस्िताय मृत्यिे । 

ब्रह्मििद्याचायानय निचकेतसे च ॥ 
Agni Upasana, if done without looking for fruit and by way of fulfilling Sruti‟s instructions, will lead 

one to supreme state. 

 

Chandogya Upanishad 

Chapter 4, Khanda 4 to 15 

Satyakama Jabala asked his mother Jabala: „I wish to study at Gurukulam; which is my Gotram?‟ 

सत्यकामॊ ह जाबालॊ जबाला ंमातरं अमंत्रयांचके्र । 

ब्रह्मचय ंभिित ििित्स्यािम ह्शक गॊत्रॊऽहमस्मीित ॥  (4-4-1) 

Sri Sankaracharya‟s commentary on Jabala‟s reply: 

एि ं पृष्टा जाबाल सा हनंै पुत्रमुिाच । नाहमेतत्ति गॊत्र ं िेद, ह े तात, यद्गॊत्रस्त्िमिस । कस्मान् 

िेत्सीत्युताऽऽह ॥ बहु भतृन गृह े पह्ऱरचयानजातं ऄितथ्यभ्यागताह्लद चरन्त्यह ं पह्ऱरचाह्ऱरणी पह्ऱरचरन्तीित 

पह्ऱरचरणशीलैिाह ं पह्ऱरचरणिचत्ततया गॊत्राह्लदस्मरणे मममनॊ नाभूत् । यौिने च तत्काले त्िामलभ े

लब्धित्यिस्म । तदिै ते िपतॊपरतः ॥ ऄतॊऽनाथाऽह ं साऽहमेतन् िॆद यद्गॊत्रस्त्िमिस जाबाला तु 
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नामाहमिस्म । सत्यकामॊ नाम त्िमिस स त्िं सत्यकाम एिाह ं जाबालॊऽस्मीत्याचायानय ब्रुिीथाः 

यद्याचायेण पृष्ट आत्यिभप्रायः ॥ 
Jabala said: “O child, I do not know your Gotram. As I was busy with many household activities, 

with many guests coming in, I had no opportunity to find out your Gotram. You were born in my 

youth; your father also expired at that time. With none to take care of us, I was very busy. My 

name is Jabala. Your name is Satyakama. Hence you tell your Acharya that your name is 

Satyakama Jabala.” This shows that women in ancient India gave importance to dedicated service 

to the husband and the household, and had no inclination to get to know many other extraneous 

matters. 

 

Satyakama went to the Goutama Acharya named Haridrumata and told him the truth. The teacher 

appreciated his truthfulness and accepted him as his disciple. He got upanayana samskaras done 

for Satyakama and gave him 400 cows and asked him to look after them. Satyakama took to 

serving the cows with one-pointed attention. He performed Agni Upasana regularly; he did 

Samidadhanam in morning and evening. When the cows grew to 1000 in number, Satyakama 

started on his return to Gurukulam. On the way a bull among the herd of cows taught him that the 

four directions are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called प्रकाशिान् „Prakasavan‟ 

and that Agni Deva would teach him further. The next day in the evening Satyakama was 

meditating on the bull‟s teaching during Agni Upasana. Agni then taught him that earth, 

intermediate zone, the heaven (Dyourloka) and the ocean are four arts, forming a fourth part of 

Brahman; it is called ऄनन्तिान ्„Ananthavan‟ and that Hamsa (swan) would teach him further. The 

next day during Samidadhanam, a Hamsa appeared and taught that Agni, Surya, Chandra and 

lightning are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called ज्योितष्मान् „Jyotishman‟ and that  

Madgu (diver-bird) would teach him further. The Madgu taught Satyakama that Prana, eye, mind 

and ear are four arts, forming a fourth part of Brahman; it is called अयतनिान ् „Ayatanavan‟.  

 

When Satyakama finally reached the Gurukulam with 1000 cows, Guru Haridrumata said: “O 

child, you appear to have received teaching on Brahman. Your face is bright. Who taught you?” 

Satyakama explained what had happened and asked the Guru to teach him saying 

अचायानदे्यि ििद्या ििह्लदता सािधष्ठ ंप्रापत् । 
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“Ihave heard from venerable persons like you that knowledge acquired from the teacher alone 

surely becomes the best. The Guru then taught him the very knowledge imparted by the Devatas 

and blessed that it might be complete. 

 

This shows that in case of Satyakama, who performed Agni Upasana conscientiously, Agni 

Bhagavan himself blessed him with Brahmavidya. 

 

Later Upakosala, the son of Kamalayana, came to Satyakama‟s Gurukulam for study. He served 

the Agnis of Satyakama in the Agnisala and the Guru for 12 years with great concentration. Guru 

Satyakama taught Vidya to other students, had Samavartanam (ceremonial completion) 

performed and sent them home; but he did not teach any Vidya to Upakosala. Satyakama‟s wife 

pleaded with him: “Please teach Vidya to Upakosala also. He has been performing regular Poojas 

to Agnis. If you do not teach him, Agnis would get angry.” Still Satyakama did not listen and went 

out. Upakosala, who was mentally very agitated, did not eat properly and was stricken with 

anxiety. Guru‟s wife consoled and fed him. Sastras do bring out the greatness of Gurus‟ wives. 

They treat the disciples in the Gurukulam as their children. 

The three Agnis were very happy and taught Upakosala the Vidya of Brahman. They said:  

ते हॊचुरुपकोसलैषा सौमय तेऽस्मिद्वद्या । 

अत्मििद्या च “अचायनस्तु ते गह्ऴत िता” आित ॥ 

 “Upakosala, we have taught you Agni Vidya and Atma Vidya; Acharya will show you the way.” 

When Acharya Satyakama returned and said:  

ब्रह्मििद आि सौमय ते मुख ंभाित कॊनु त्िा ऄनुशशास आित ॥ (4.14.2) 

 “Your face shines like a Brahmagnani‟s; who taught you?”  

 

Upakosala pointed to the Agnis that the Guru worshipped and said that they only had taught him. 

Satyakama was happy and taught him the full knowledge of Brahman leading to Moksha. 

Satyakama had indeed blessed that the Agnis he served should teach Upakosala the Vidya. If the 

Guru‟s full blessing is there, Devatas will teach. It is the principle of Sruti that Jiva can attain 

fulfilment only with Guru‟s blessing. Agni Upasana brought fruition of his penance to Upakosala 

through his Guru. 

आमं मानिमाितं नाऽऽितनन्ते नाऽऽितनन्तॆ ॥ 
One who takes this route does not come back to this cycle of births created by Manu. 
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Panchagni Vidya 

Raja Pravahana, the son of Jivala, taught Panchagni Vidya to Aruna, the grandfather of 

Svetaketu. Pravahana says that this was the first time that the Vidya, preserved in the royal 

lineage, was being taught to a brahmana, Aruna. 

1. When Jiva returns after moving about in higher realms, he is offered as Ahuti first in the Agni of 

Akasa. 

2. Secondly he dissolves in the Agni of rain. 

3. Thirdly, at the time rain water gathers on earth, he is offered as Ahuti in it and mixes with plants, 

creepers, trees and fruits. 

4. Fourthly, depending on his karmaphala (destiny – fruits of accumulated karma), he is offered as 

Ahuti in the Jaatharagni (Agni in stomach) of a human male or other animals and is converted in 

course of time to the virya (semen) of that person/ animal, i.e. he mixes as essence with the virya. 

5. Fifthly, through union with woman, he is offered as Ahuti in the Agni of her uterus and then 

obtains his body. 

 

Thus the travel of the jiva is picturised as Agni and is presented as Panchagni Vidya. The point is 

that there is nothing unrelated to Agni. 

ऄथ ह य एतानेिं पञ्चािीन्िेद न सह तैरप्याचरन्पाप्मना िलप्यते शुद्धः पूतः पुण्यलॊकॊ 

भिित य एि ंिेद य एि ंिेद ॥ 
One, who studies Panchagni Vidya and worships Agni, becomes pure and free of association with 

sins, and attains to meritorious world. Chandogya Upanishad declares this as the Phalasruti of 

Panchagni Vidya. This is also taught in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad (chapter 6). 

 

Pranagnihotram 

Five great Grihasthas, adept in Vedic rituals, called „Mahasalas‟ once debated on Atma 

(Chandogya Upanishad 5.11). They were Prachinasala (son of Upamanyu), Satyayagna (son of 

Pulusha), Indradyumna (son of Bhaallavi), Jana (son of Saarkaraakshya) and Budila (son of 

Aasvataraasva). They approached Uddalaka Aruni and pleaded with him to teach Vaisvanara 

Atmavidya. Aruni said he was not aware of that vidya and suggested to go to Asvapathi, king of 

Kekaya, who was worshipper of that vidya. All six of them went with samith in hand to Asvapathi. 

Asvapathi then related the greatness of his country to them. 

न मे स्तेनॊ जनपदे न कदयॊ न मद्यपॊ 
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नानािहताििनानििद्वान् स्िैरी स्िैह्ऱरणी……. 

 “In my kingdom there is no thief, greedy person, drunkard, person not performing Agni Upasana, 

uneducated person, adulterer, adultress etc.”  By using the term नानािहतािि, the king conveys 

proudly that all persons performed Agni upasana. It is seen that everybody has been Agni 

Upasaka in our Bharatadesa. Asvapathi then taught that if we perform the Ahutis before eating 

food, viz. „Pranaya Svaha‟, „Vyanaya Svaha‟, „Apanaya Svaha‟, „Samanaya Svaha‟, „Udanaya 

svaha‟ and „Brahmane Svaha‟, with proper understanding, they will then become 

„Pranagnihotram‟. 

स य आदमििद्वानििहॊत्रं जुहॊित । 

यथाऽङगारानपॊह्य भस्मिन जुहुयात् तादक्ृ तत्स्यात् ॥ 

ऄथ य एतदिें ििद्वानििहॊत्रं जुहॊित । 

तस्य सिेषु लॊकॆष ुसिॆषु भूतॆषु सिेष्िात्मस ुहुत ंभिित ॥ 

तद्यथेषीकातूलमिौ प्रॊतं प्रदयूेतैिं हास्य सि ेपाप्मानः । 

प्रदयूंन्ते च एतदिे ंििद्वानििहॊत्रं जुहॊित ॥ 

यथेह सुिधता बालामातरं पयुनपासत 

एि ंसिानिण भूतान्यििहॊत्रमुपासत आत्यििहॊत्रमुपासत आित ॥ 
 

“The action of one, who performs this Agnihotram without knowing this principle, is like his offering 

oblation on ashes unfit for receiving oblations. If Pranagnihotram is performed with knowledge of 

the far-reaching principle, the oblation becomes offered in all the worlds, in all the creatures and in 

all constituents of a person (body, mind, organs, and intellect). 

As the fibre at the tip of a blade of reed becomes completely burnt when thrown into fire, so all 

sins of him, who, having knowledge of the principle, performs this Pranagnihotram, become 

completely burnt. Just as hungry children wait on their mother in this world, all creatures wait on 

the Agnihotram, i.e. Agni Upasakas.” 

An illustration of the universal effect of Pranagnihotram is found in Mahabharatam. The moment 

Sri Krishna partook of a piece of greens from the food vessel of Draupadi, Sri Durvasa and his 

disciples, who had gone for bath and rituals, felt satiated with food. Sri Krishna thus showed how 

Pranagnihotram is done with the attitude of satisfying all creatures. 

 

Out of 108 Upanishads, there is one called „Pranagnihotra Upanishad‟. It is taught therein that 

yagna should be deemed to be performed in our body. 

स्ि ेशरीरे यजं्ञ पह्ऱरितनयामीित । 
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चत्िारॊऽियस्ते ह्शक नामधॆयाः ॥ 

तत्र सूयॊऽििनानम सूयनमण्डलाकृितः । 

सहस्ररिश्म पह्ऱरिृत एकर्मषभूत्िा मूर्मध्न ितष्ठित यस्मादतुः ॥ 

दशननाििनानम चतुराकृितराहिनीयॊ भूत्िा मुखे ितष्ठित । 

ऄधनचन्राकृितदनिक्षणाििभूनत्िा हृदये ितष्ठित ॥ 

तत्र कॊष्ठाििनानमािशत पीत-लीढ-खाह्लदतािन समयग् 

व्यष्यां श्रपियत्िा गाहनपत्यॊ भूत्िा नाभ्यां ितष्ठित । 
 “Yagna should be deemed to be performed and Ahutis given in four Agnis in the body. Which are 

those Agnis and where are they in the body? 

At the crest of the head, Agni called Surya is present. It is also called „Ekarshi‟; it is of the form of 

Suryamandala; it has a thousand rays (sahasradalam). In the face, Darsanagni is present in four-

sided form with the name of Ahavaniyam. In the heart, Dakshinagni shines in the form of semi-

circle (Ardhachandra). In the navel is present Koshtagni, which digests food that is eaten, chewed, 

masticated and drunk, and spreads it in the entire body; it has the name of Garhapatyagni. This 

is also mentioned in Garbhopanishad. 

 

The Upanishad also teaches us to deem all Karmendriyas and Gnanendriyas and limbs as parts 

of a Yagnapurusha. All components participating in a yagna are present in the body. 

ऄस्य शरीरयज्ञस्य अत्मा यजमानः बुिद्धःपत्नी । िॆदा महर्मत्िजः । 

ऄहकंारॊऽध्ियुनः । िचत्तं हॊता । प्राणॊ ब्राह्मणाछछंसी । ऄपानः 

प्रितप्रस्थाता व्यानः प्रस्तॊता । समानॊ मैत्रािरुणः ईदान ईद्गाता ।शरीरं िॆह्लदः ॥ 
For this yagna performed in the body, the yajamana (sacrifice) is Atma; the intellect is his wife 

(yagnapatni); Vedas are the superior Ritviks; Ahamkara (sense of I) is Adhvaryu; Chitta (mind 

storing impressions) is Hota; Prana is Brahmanachchamsi; Apana is Pratiprastata; Vyana is 

Prastota; Samana is Maitravaruna; Udana is Udgata;  body is the altar (yagavedi). 

नािसकॊत्तरिॆह्लदः । मूधान रॊणकलशः । पादॊ रथः । दिक्षणहस्तः स्रुिः । सव्यहस्त 

अज्यस्थाली । श्रॊत्रे अधारौ । चक्षुषी अज्यभागौ । 
The nose is Uttaravedi; head is Dronakalasam; leg is chariot; right hand is Sruva (ladle); left hand 

is the ghee vessel; ears are Samit called Adhara; eyes are Ajyabhagas (two portions of ghee). 

रीिा धारापेता । तन्मन्त्रािण सद्धस्याः । महाभूतािन प्रयाजाः । भूतािन ऄनुयाजाःिजनिॆडा । 

दन्तॊष्ठॊ सूतिाकः । तालुः शंयुिाकः । स्मृितदनया, क्षािन्तरह्ऴहसा, पत्नी संयाजाः । ऒंकारॊ यूपः । 

अशारशना । मनॊरथः । कामःपशुः । कॆशा दभानः । बुिद्ध आिन्रयािण यज्ञ पात्रािण । कमेिन्रयािण हिींिष । 

ऄह्ऴहसा आष्टयः । त्यागॊ दिक्षणा । ऄिभभृतं मरणात् । सिानह्यिस्मन् दिेताः  
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शरीरेऽिधसमािहताः । 
The neck is Dharapatra (vessel from which ghee flows); Tanmatras are those present; 

Mahabhutas in causal state prior to Panchikaranam are Prayajakas; Bhutas after Panchikaranam 

are Anuyajas; tongue is Ida; teeth and lips are Suktavakas; Palate is Samyuvaka; memory power 

is compassion; forbearance and non-violence are the assistants to the wife; Omkara is the 

yupasthambha (sacrificial post); desire is rope; mind is chariot; desire is the sacrificial animal; hair 

is darbha grass; Gnanendriyas are the vessels used in yagna; Karmendriyas are the Havis; 

Ahimsa is Ishti (yagna); sacrifice is dakshina; death is Avabhruta snana. All Devatas are 

enshrined in this body. 

Agni Upasana performed as yagna gets one Moksha in this birth itself with no rebirth, says the 

Upanishad. 
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12. Greatness of Agnihotram 

 

Verses of Prayer to Agni in Agnihotram 

नमस्ते गाहनपत्याय नमस्ते दिक्षणािय े। 

नम अहिनीयाय महािेद्य ैनमॊ नमः ॥ 

काण्डद्वयॊपपाद्याय कमनब्रह्मस्िरूिपणे । 

स्िगानपिगनरूपाय यजे्ञशाय नमॊ नमः ॥ 

यजॆ्ञशाछयुत गॊििन्द माधिानन्त कॆशि । 

कृष्ण ििष्णॊ हृषीकॆश िासुदिॆ नमॊऽस्तु ते ॥ 

ब्रह्मणे गाहनपत्याय ििष्णि ेदिक्षणािये । 

िशिाय अहिनीयाय शक्तत्य ैिेदै्य नमॊ नमः ॥ 

 

Agnisuktam ऄििसूतम ्

Prayers to Agni Bhagavan 

ऄिे नय सुपथा राये ऄस्मान् ििश्वािन दिे ियुनािन ििद्वान् । 

युयॊध्यस्मज्जुहुराणमेनॊ भूियष्ठां ते नम ईह्ऴत ििधॆम ॥ 
 “O Agni Deva, you, who are aware of all paths, please lead us on the path of virtuous karmas 

resulting in wealth. Keep us away from hordes of sins. We pay obeisance with many prostrations.” 

प्रिश्शुक्राय भानि ेभरद्धध्ि ँहव्य ंमह्ऴत चािये सुपूतम् । 

यॊ दवै्यािन मानुषा जनँू ष्यन्तर्मिश्वािन ििज्ञना िजगाित ॥ 
“O Ritviks, please prepare pure Havis for offering to the sacred Agni, who knows everything 

related to Vedas and humans, who is the progenitor of Devas and humans, who accesses all of 

them, and who is very pure and shines with bright rays.” 

ऄछछा िगरा मतयॊ दिेयन्तीरह्ऴि यिन्त रििण ंिभक्षमाणाः । 

सुसन्दशृ ंसुप्रतीकं स्िञं्च हव्यिादमरह्ऴत मानुषाणाम् ॥ 
“Our words of prayer and thoughts of meditation are directed to Agni Bhagavan and show our 

desire for wealth from Devas. Agni looks at us with eyes of blessing, is handsome and has a nice 

gait; he carries Havis offered by those, who perform yagas, to Devas.” 

ऄिे त्िमस्मदयूुयॊध्यमीिा ऄनिित्रा ऄभ्यमन्तकृष्टीः । 

पुनरस्मभ्यँ सुििताय दिे क्षा ंििश्वेिभरजरॆिभयनजत्र ॥ 
“O Agni Deva, rid us of diseases like sluggishness of Agni (in the body) and those which largely 

affect humans. O Agni worshipped by yagnas, render us free from all diseases. Through herbs 

curing us of old age, rid us of diseases like tuberculosis etc.” 
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ऄिे त्िं पारया नव्यॊ ऄस्मान् स्ििस्तिभरित दगुानिण ििश्वा । 

पूश्चपृथ्िी बहुला न ईिी भिा तॊकाय तनयाय शंयॊः ॥ 
“O Agni Deva, make our homas fulfilling and grant us lofty fruits by removing all obstacles. May 

this earth be spacious for our living.  Please make our children and grandchildren comfortable and 

remove their suffering and grief.” 

नमस्ते ऄस्तु भगिः । सकृत्त ेऄि ेनमः । 

िद्वस्ते नमः । ित्रस्ते नमः । चतुस्ते नमः । 

पञ्चकृत्िस्ते नमः । दशकृत्िस्ते नमः । शतकृत्िस्ते नमः । 

असहस्रकृत्िस्ते नमः । ऄपह्ऱरिमतकृत्िस्ते  नमः । 

नमस्ते ऄस्तु मा मा हह सीः ॥ 
 “O Splendid Agni Deva, Prostrations to you. I prostrate once, twice, three times, four times, five 

times, ten times, thousand times, countless number of times. Please protect me; let me not 

suffer.” 

 

After marriage, every brahmana should do Aadhanam in spring season (vasantha ritu) and 

commence Agnihotram yagna. 

ऄििहोत्राहुित पह्ऱरणामरूपत्िात्कृत्स्नस्य प्रपञ्चस्य 
As per this authority, whoever does Agnihotram karma, it is for universal wellbeing. The entire 

world shines as a result of Agnihotram yagna. 

तॆ िा एते अहुित ह्लदिमाििशतः 
Ahutis (oblations) offered in Agnihotram reach the world of Devas and come back to us in the form 

of rains, doing the world well. As cited earlier, just as hungry children wait on their mother for 

removal of hunger, all creatures wait on Agnihotram (Ch.Up. 2.5.24.5). 

यथेह क्षुिधता बालाः मातरं पयुनपासत े। 

एि ंसिानिण भूतािन ऄििहॊत्रमुपासत े॥ 
 

Agnihotram is performed using Yajurvedam. Agnihotra prayers etc. are covered in Krishna 

Yajurveda Samhita, 1st Kandam, 5th Prasnam, 5th Anuvakam from ईपप्रयन्तॊ to ऄििहॊत्रं जुहॊित. 

Agnihotram is explained with small stories in 2nd Ashtakam, 1st Prasnam. 

यािज्जीि ंऄििहॊत्र ंजुहॊित सायं प्रातरििहॊत्रं जुहॊित । 
Veda stipulates that Agnihotram should be performed throughout one‟s life. Agnihotram should be 

performed in the morning and evening without fail. One, who performs Agnihotram throughout his 

life, becomes of the form of Brahman himself. Prostrating to the Agnihotri after he completes 

Agnihotram bestows all benefits. 
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ऄििहॊत्र ंपरम ंिदिन्त । 
Veda extols Agnihotram in very high terms. (Arunam, 10th Prasnam, Anuvakam 79). The main 

benefit of study of Vedas is Agnihotram. 

In Haaritha Smriti, Haaritha Maharishi also says: 

नाििहॊत्रात्परॊ धमनः नाििहॊत्रात्परं तपः । 

नाििहॊत्रात्परॊ िसिद्धः नाििहॊत्रात्परं व्रतम ्॥ 
“There is no dharma, no tapas (austerity), no attainment, no vrata (discipline) greater than 

Agnihotram.” Other Smritis also say: ऄििहॊत्रसमॊ धमॊ न भूतॊ न भििष्यित ॥ “There was no 

dharma equal to Agnihotram in the past, nor will there be in the future.” Smritichandrika says: 

सुहुतािन ऄििहॊत्रािण नयिन्त परमां गितम् । 

ऄत्र स्िगनश्च मॊक्षश्च यॊ यथा गन्तुिमछछित ॥ 
 “Agnihotram, well performed, leads one to the supreme state. He attains Svarga or Moksha, as 

he chooses.”  

Bhagavan Vyasa says in Mahabharatam, Anusasanika Parva: 

यचै्तस्यां पृिथव्या ंिह ह्लकिञ्चदिस्त चराचरम् । 

तत्सिं ऄििहॊत्रस्य कृते सृष्ट ंस्ियंभुिा ॥ 

एिमॆतत् जगत्सि ंऄििहॊत्रकृतॆ कृतम् । 
“Brahma created all materials on earth, moving and non-moving, for Agnihotram alone. This entire 

world has been created for Agnihotram alone.”  

Mahabharata, Aasvamedhika Parva, third chapter says: 

यजनाथं िद्वजाः सृष्टाः तारका ह्लदिि दिेताः । 

गािॊ यज्ञाथनमुत्पन्ाः दिक्षणाथ ंतथैि च ॥ 

सुिण ंरजतंश्चैि पात्री कुमभाथनमेि च । 

आध्माथ ंऄथ यूपाथं ब्रह्मा चके्र िनस्पितम् ॥ 

रामयारण्याश्च पशिः जायन्ते यज्ञकारणात् ॥ 

“For performing yagna, brahmanas were created; stars and Devatas in heaven; cows were 

created for yagna and dakshina (being given in danam); gold and silver were created for making 

vessels, pots etc. for yagna; Vanaspati (woods) was created by Brahma for Samith and 

yupasthambha; thus whole villages, forests and animals were created for the sake of yagna.” This 

is also stated in Parasara Madhaviyam in the chapter on the greatness of yagna.  

Bhagavan says: तेनैि िध्रयते जगत् । 
 “The world is sustained by yagnas like Agnihotram.”  
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While creating people, Brahma created yagnas also along with them for their wellbeing - सहयज्ञाः 

प्रजाः सृष्ट्िा. Bhagavan says in Gita: एषिॊऽस्तु आष्टकामधुक् ॥ “Yagnas are the Kamadhenu 

granting all the wishes of people.”  

Manusmriti says: यज्ञॊऽस्य भूत्यै सिनस्य । 
“Yagna is the benefactor of the entire world.”  

Mahabharata, Aasvamedhika Parva says: 

दिेास्तु तर्मपताः यजै्ञः लॊकान् संिधनयिन्त ईत । 

ईभयोलॊकयॊश्चैि भूितः यजै्ञः प्रदशृ्यते ॥ 
“Devas, satisfied with yagna offerings, help in developing the worlds. Both the worlds - earth and 

heaven, are wealthy through yagnas.”  

It is said that in Yajurveda, five mantras with a total of 17 letters - अश्रिय, ऄस्तु श्रौषि्, यज, 

येयजामह,े िौषि् - are of the form of Brahman and are very powerful and capable of producing rain. 

It is further said: 

अश्रियॆित पुरॊिातमजनयत् । 

ऄस्तु श्रौषेडत्यभ्रंसमप्लाियन् ॥ 

यजेित ििद्युतमजयन् । 

येयजामह आित प्रािषनयन् । 

ऄभ्यस्तनयन् िषट्कारॆण । 
“Devatas generated forewind from the first mantra „Aasravaya‟; they brought together clouds from 

the second mantra „Astu Sroushat‟; they generated lightning from the third mantra „Yaja‟; they 

poured rains from the fourth mantra „Yeyajamahe‟; they spread the rain waters everywhere from 

the fifth mantra „Voushat‟.” Bhagavan Sri Krishna also says the same in Gita: 

ऄन्ात् भििन्त भूतािन पजनन्यात् ऄन्समभिः । 

यज्ञात् भिित पजनन्यः ॥   (3-14) 

“Rains are caused by yagna; food is generated by rains; beings are created through food.” 

Manusmriti also reiterates this: 

ऄिौ प्रास्ताहुितः समयक् अह्लदत्यं ईपितष्ठते । 

अह्लदत्यात् जायते िृिष्टः िृष्टरॆन्ं ततःप्रजाः ॥ (3:76) 

 

Veda also contains many statements forming the basis of the above assertions. 

सौमया खल ुिा अहुितः ह्लदिॊ िृह्ऴष्ट छयाियित । 
“Homa, well done in Agni, generates rain from the heavens.” 

ह्लदिो िृिष्टमेरय - Prayer for pouring rains from heaven. 
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कृिषिृनिष्टयनजमानाय कल्पपताम् । - Prayer for rains and development of agriculture for yajamana 

(sacrificer). 
 

Mahakavi Kalidasa says in Raghuvamsam that the kings of the Raghu lineage were all committed 

to yagas and they protected the country by continuous performance of yagas – 

यथािििधहुतािीनाम्. 

King Raghu says to Indra that his father Emperor Dilipa remained always pure with Yaga diksha. 

ऄमोछयमश्व ंयह्लद मन्यसे प्रभॊ ततःसमापे्त िििधनैि कमनिण । 

ऄजस्रदीक्षाप्रयतःस मद्धगुरुः क्रतॊरशॆषॆण फलेन युज्यताम् ॥ (3.65) 

“O Lord Indra, if you consider that the horse (which has been captured by Indra) should not be let 

off by you, please grant my father Emperor Dilipa, ever pure with yaga diksha, the fruit of this 

Asvamedha yaga, though not completed as per rules.” He also says that as his father has been 

with yaga diksha, he has Siva‟s presence in himself- ित्रलोचनैकांशतया. Kalidasa says further: 

ददुॊह गां स यज्ञाय सस्याय मघिा ह्लदिम ्। 

संपिद्विनमयेनॊभौ दधतुभुनिनद्वयम् ॥ 
 “Dilipa obtained materials for yaga from the earth and made Devas happy. Indra poured good 

rains in Dilipa‟s kingdom as a fruit of his yaga. Indra and Dilipa thus helped each other and 

protected Svarga and the earth.” Kalidasa describes the scene witnessed by Dilipa and his wife 

Sudakshina on their way to Kulaguru Vasishtha‟s asrama: 

रामेष्िात्मििसृष्टषॆु यूपिचननॆषु यज्जनाम् । 

ऄमॊघाः प्रितगृह्रन्तौ ऄर्घयाननुपदमािशषः ॥ 
“There were many villages given in charity by Dilipa. The brahmanas there performed yagas as 

laid down. Many yupasthambhas were seen in the villages as a sign of these yagas. The 

brahmanas offered Argya and blessed the king on arrival. The king and his wife received these 

unfailing blessings.” 

At the time Dilipa and Sudakshina came to sage Vasishtha‟s asrama, the ascetics there were 

returning from nearby forests, having collected Samith etc. required for yagas. The asrama was 

getting filled with such ascetics. Agni Deva welcomed them unseen.  

िनान्तरादपुािृत्तैः सिमत्कुशफलाहरैः । 

पूयनमाणमदशृ्यािि प्रत्युद्यातैस्तपिस्ििभः ॥  (1-49) 

Veda states that just as children welcome their father returning from abroad, the unseen Agni 

welcomes performers of yaga on their return from outside places. 
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Kalidasa further says: 

ऄभ्युित्थतािििपशुनैः ऄितथीनाश्रमॊन्मुखान् । 

पुनानं पिनॊद्धधूतैः धूमैराहुितगिन्धिभः ॥  (1-53) 

“Homa was in progress in the asrama when Dilipa reached there. In the smoke emanating from 

the Homagni, the scent of ghee etc. used in Ahuti was felt. The scent wafting in the surrounding 

air purified the guests coming to the asrama.” 

ििधेःसायन्तनस्यान्ते स ददशन तपॊिनिधम ्। 

ऄन्िािसतमरुन्धत्या स्िाहयॆि हििभुनजम् ॥ 
“Dilipa saw Muni Vasishtha, the seat of austerities, along with Arundhati at the close of the 

evening rituals, just as he would see Agni Deva accompanied by Svaha Devi.” (सायं संयिमनस्तस्य 

महषेमनिहषीसखःप्रापत् ॥) 

Dilipa praised Maharishi Vasishtha saying: 

हििरािर्मजतं हॊतः त्िया िििधिदििषु । 

िृिष्टभनिित सस्याना ंऄिरहििशॊिषणाम् ॥  (1-62) 

 “Devas are pleased with the Havis offered by you in Homa as per Sastras and they pour rain. If 

you do not perform Homa, there will be no rain; crops will wither away.” 

 

It is clear from the above cited various references that the Vedic principle that yagna generates 

rain was founded deeply in the psyche of our people, strengthened by faith and experience. Rain 

and food are essential requirements of men. As Vedic scholars of virtuous conduct and discipline 

performed yagas as laid down in Sastras, people led long and healthy lives with no complaint. 

Agni Upasana has been the backbone of our Bharatadesa from times immemorial. People 

have been performing Agni Upasana all over the world as per their local practices. 

Yaga, Homa etc. are essentially Agni Upasana only. 

कल्पपते हि ैतत्र प्रजाभ्यॊ यॊगक्षॆमः यत्रैतेन यजे्ञन यजन्ते ॥ 
At the place where yagas are performed, the „yogakshema‟ of people is fulfilled. „Yohakshema‟ 

has been interpreted by Sri Sankaracharya in his commentary on Gita (9.22): 

यॊगक्षॆमं, “यॊगः ऄप्राप्तस्य प्रापणं, क्षॆमः तरक्षणम्” 

 „Yoga is getting something not already with us; kshema is safely preserving the newly acquired 

thing‟. There are prayers in Veda for yogakshema of even four-legged animals like cow, goat, 

horse etc. - शन्ो ऄस्तु िद्वपद ेशञ्चतुष्पद े॥ 

For Surya‟s rays to be strong, yagnas like Agnihotram performed in this world are the means. This 

is stated in Mahabharata: 
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याित् काल ंिह ितष्ठिन्त लॊके चािप ऄििहॊित्रणः । 

तािदिे िह पुण्येन दीप्यते रििरमबरे ॥ 
„To the extent Surya‟s rays are strong, rains will be correspondingly high.‟ This is conveyed in 

Sruti. यािभराह्लदत्यस्तपित रिश्मिभः पजनन्यॊ िषनित ॥ 
 

Yagna is indeed a form of Bhagavan. Sruti says: यज्ञो िै ििष्णुः ॥ 

Bhagavan Krishna says in Gita:  ऄह ंक्रतुः ऄह ंयज्ञः ॥ - „I am Kratu; I am yagna.‟ 

Statements like ऄिौ ितष्ठित ििप्राणाम् ॥ confirm that Bhagavan is of the form of yagna and is 

present in Agni. 
 

In Srimad Bhagavatham, Sri Yagnavaraha avatara is described. Brahma and others praise Sri 

Yagnavarahamurthy as the form of yagna. 

तमालनीलं िसतदन्तकॊया क्षमामुित्क्षपन्तं गजलीलयाङ्ग्ग । 

प्रज्ञाय बद्धाञ्जलयॊऽनुिाकैः ििह्ऱरिञ्चमुख्या ईपतस्थुरीशम ्॥ 
“Bhagavan was blue-coloured like Tamala tree and lifted the earth sportingly with the tip of his 

teeth like elephant‟s. Brahma and others praised Bhagavan with folded hands with hymns of deep 

import.” 

Rishis said: ऊषय उचुः 

िजतं िजतं तेऽिजत यज्ञभािन त्रयीं तनंु त्िां पह्ऱरधुन्िते नमः । 

यरॊमगतेषु िनिलल्पयुरध्िराः तस्मै नमः कारणसूकराय ते ॥ 

रूपं तिैतन्नु दषृ्कृतात्मनां ददुनशनं दिे यद्धध्िरात्मकम ्। 

छन्दांिस यस्य त्ििच बर्महरॊमस ुअज्यं दशृी त्ििङ्ग्िष ुचातुहोत्रम् ॥ 

स्रतुण्ड असीत्स्रुि इश नासयॊह्ऱरडॊदरे चमसाः कणनरन्धे्र । 

प्रािशत्रमास्य ेरसने रहास्तु ते यच्िनणं ते भगिन्ििहॊत्रम ्॥ 

दीक्षानुजन्मॊपसदः िशरॊधरं त्िं प्रत्यणीयॊदयनीयदषं्ट्रः । 

िजनिा प्रिग्नयनस्ति शीषनकं क्रतॊः सभ्यािसथ्य ंिचतयॊऽसिॊ िह ते ॥ 

सॊमस्तु रेतः सिनान्यििस्थितः संस्थाििभेदास्ति दिे धातिः । 

सत्रािण सिानिण शरीर सिन्धस्त्िं सिनयज्ञक्रतुह्ऱरिष्टबन्धनः ॥   
 “O Lord, known by yagnas and conquered by none! Obeisance to you, who are shaking your 

body made of the Vedas. Prostrations to you, in whose hair pores are yagnas hidden and who 

have taken the form of boar in order to retrieve the earth. Deva, it is impossible for sinners to have 

a vision of this form of yours, it being formed of yagnas. In your skin are the chandas like Gayatri; 

in your hair are darbhas; in eyes, ghee; in your four feet, the karmas of the four Ritviks of yagna, 

viz. Hota, Adhvaryu, Udgatha and Brahma. Lord, in the front part of your face is the ladle Sruk; in 

your nose is the ladle Sruva; in your belly is Ida, the vessel; in your ears is Chamas, the Soma 
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vessel; in your mouth is Praasitra, the vessel of Brahmabhaga; in your throat are Grahas, the 

Soma vessels. Bhagavan, the food you chew is Agnihotram; your frequent manifestation is 

Dikshaniya Ishti; your neck is the three Ishtis called Upasad; your large teeth are the Ishtis called 

Praayaniya and Udayaniya; your tongue is Pravargya karma; your head is the two Agnis called 

Sabhya and Aavasathya; your five Pranas are Chayanas of five layers of Ishtakas (bricks); your 

Retas is Somarasa; your three stages of life like childhood etc. are the three Savanas. Bhagavan, 

your seven dhatus (elements) are Agnishtomam, Atyagnishtomam, Uktyam, Shodasi, Vajapeyam, 

Atiratram and Aptoryamam; Satrayagas are your joints in body. You are of the form of all Yagnas 

and Kratus. (Yagna is without Somarasa; Kratu is with Somarasa); Ishtis like Darsa Poornamasam 

are the ligaments in the joints in your body.” 

 

नमॊ नमस्तेऽिखलमन्त्रदिेता रव्याय सिनक्रति ेह्लक्रयात्मने । 

िैराग्नयभक्तत्यात्मजयानुभािित ज्ञानाय ििद्यागुरि ेनमॊ नमः ॥ 
“Prostrations again and again to you, who are of the form of all mantras, Devatas and materials, 

and all Kratus, and all activities. Prostrations again and again to you, who are of the form of 

Gnana, experienced through conquest of mind, which is attained through bhakti, resulting from 

purification of mind through observance of Vedic acts; and you are the Guru preaching that 

Gnana.” Thus goes the prayer to Sri Yaganvaraha form of Mahavishnu in Srimad Bhagavatha. 

 

Sri Vishnu Sahasranamam also mentions many names of the Lord connected with yagna: 

यज्ञभृद ्यज्ञकृद ्यज्ञी यज्ञभुग् यज्ञसाधनः । 

यज्ञान्तकृद ्यज्ञगुह्यमन्मन्ाद एि च ॥ 

महाक्रतुमनहायज्िा महायज्ञॊ महाहििः ॥  

सॊमपॊऽमृतपः सॊमः  

Sri Sankaracharya interprets „Somapa‟ in sloka 67 as सोमपः - सॊमं िपबित सिनयज्ञॆषु यष्टव्य 

दिेतारूपॆण आित सॊमपः - “As Bhagavan drinks Somarasa in all yagnas in the form of the Devatas 

invoked, he is Somapa.” He interprets   „Havirhari:‟ in sloka 52 as हििहनह्ऱरः - यजॆ्ञष ुहििभानगं हरतीित 

हििहनह्ऱरः - “Bhagavan takes the oblations in yagnas.”  

 
In Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavan conveys the same: 

ऄह ंिह सिनयज्ञानां भॊता च प्रभुरेि च ॥ यज्ञ आज्यॊ महजे्यश्च 
Thus Yagnas, which are of the form of Bhagavan himself, have been performed carefully with 

great devotion by our ancestors as Agni Upasana only. 
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Agni used for Aupasanam during marriage should be used for Aadhanam and divided into two 

parts: Grihyagni or Aupasanagni; and, Srouthagni. Grihyagni is used for performing Grihya 

karmas and also called „Ekagni‟; details of this are found in „Ekagni Kandam‟ or „Mantra Prasnam‟ 

in Krishna Yajurveda; it contains Veda mantras for Grihya karmas. Srouthagni is used for Sroutha 

karmas; as it is used in three kundas or altars, it is called „Tretagni‟. The three Agnis are 

Garhapatyam, Dakshinagni and Ahavaniyam. One who worships Ekagni as well as Tretagni is 

known as „Aahitagni‟. From Garhapatya Agni, Agni has to be taken chanting mantras and placed 

in Dakshinagni and Ahavaniyam. After the karmas of the day are over, these two Agnis will 

become Loukikagni. 

ऊषीणां ऄििकल्पपाना ंऄििहॊत्र समुित्थतः । 

अदत्ते रक्षसा ंतेजॊ धूमॊ व्याप्य ह्लदशॊ दश ॥ 
Agnihotra Mahatmyam states that the smoke emanating from Agnihotra Agni of Rishis spreads in 

ten directions and robs Rakshasas of their power and brightens Brahmaloka etc.  

 

Let us now look at some of the prayers said at the close of Agnihotram (Upasthanam). When Agni 

Bhagavan is in a happy mood after the Homa is over in the morning and evening, prayers to him 

are very fruitful. Taittiriya Samhita, 1st Kandam, 1st Prasnam, 6th Anuvakam says: 

संपश्यािम प्रजा ऄहिमडप्रजसॊ मानिीः । सिान भिन्तु नॊ गुह े॥ 
This means: „Just as children approach their father rightfully and pray for whatever they wish, we, 

who are like sons to you, are approaching you, O Agni Deva, and praying to you. We should attain 

all wellbeing; you should always stay at our home with us and grant us all wealth. When prayer is 

offered with the  ऄििमूधान ।  mantra, the devotee is blessed to become the head among his equals 

and he becomes very famous in this world of humans. When prayer is offered with the 8th 

Anuvaka mantra  संपश्यािम प्रजा ऄहम,् it means: „May the humans, cows and calves in my home 

be comfortable‟. Through Ahavaniya Upasthanam (prayer), one attains to Svargaloka, and 

through Garhapatya Upasthanam (prayer), he gets stable Brahmic brilliance. 

 

In the 9th Anuvaka, Veda says ऄििहॊत्र ंजुहॊित । and makes Agnihotram mandatory. It is as if the 

Havis offered in Agni becomes the property of the worshipper. Just as plants burnt in fire grow ten 

times during rainy season, the worshipper attains wealth many times his offering and also good 
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children. He should offer prayers every day to Agni. Agni liberally confers good benefits on his 

worshipper. The compassionate Veda teaches us the prayers. ऄिय आद ंन मम. 
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13. Greatness of Agni in Itihasas and Puranas 

 

Srimad Ramayanam 

In Srimad Ramayanam in Sundara Kandam, reference is made to Sri Hanuman‟s darshan of Sri 

Sita Devi. Later Ravana set fire to his tail. Devi prayed to Agni Bhagavan to become cool to 

Hanuman and ensure that no suffering is caused to him.  

श्रुत्िा तद्वचनं कू्ररमात्मापहरणॊपमम ्। 

िैदहेी शॊकसन्तप्ता हुताशनमुपागमत् ॥ 
On hearing those cruel words (of news of fire in Hanuman‟s tail), Vaidehi, overcome by sorrow, as 

if she had been harmed, prayed to Agni Deva. 

मङ्ग्गलािभमुखी तस्य सा तदासीन्महाकपेः । 

ईपतस्थे ििशालाक्षी प्रयता हव्यिाहनम् ॥ 
The wide-eyed Sri Sita, became favourable to that great monkey. She devotedly prayed to Agni 

Deva. 

Sri Sita Devi‟s Prayers: 

यद्यिस्त पितशुश्रूषा यद्यिस्त चह्ऱरतं तपः । 

यह्लद चास्त्येकपत्नीत्िं शीतॊ भि हनूमतः ॥ 

यह्लद ह्लकिञ्चदनुक्रॊशस्तस्य मय्चयिस्त  धीमतः । 

यह्लद िा भाग्नयशॆषॊ मे शीतॊ भि हनूमतः ॥ 

यह्लद मां तारयेदायनः सुरीिः सत्यसंगरः । 

ऄस्माद्धदःुखान्महाबाहुः शीतॊ भि हनूमतः ॥ 

यह्लद मां िृत्तसमपन्ां तत्समागमलालसाम् । 

स ििजानाित धमानत्मा शीतॊ भि हनूमतः  ॥ 
O Agni, if my service to my husband has been true, if my austerity has been true and if I have 

been single-mindedly sincere to my husband, you please become cool to Hanuman. 

If my wise husband has any tenderness for me and if there is any good luck left in me, you please 

become cool to Hanuman. 

If the noble and mighty-armed Sugriva, who is wedded to truth, will rescue me from this misery, 

you please become cool to Hanuman. 

If that virtuous husband of mine is aware of my good conduct and my eagerness to join him, you 

please become cool to Hanuman. 

 

Agni Bhagavan blessed. 
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ततस्तीक्षणार्मचरव्यरः प्रदिक्षणिशखॊऽनलः । 

जज्िाल मृगशाबाक्षयाः शंसिन्ि िशि ंकपेः ॥ 
Agni Bhagavan, who had intense flames of circular movement, shone without any inconvenience 

to Hanuman and, as if conveying this to the dow-eyed Sita Devi, he was burning peacefully. 

हनुमज्जनकश्चािप पुछछानलयुतॊऽनलः। 

ििौ स्िास्थ्यकरॊ दवॆ्याः प्रालेयािनलशीतलः ॥ 
Vayu, the father of Hanuman, in conjunction with the fire in Hanuman‟s tail, blew cool snowy air, 

thus bringing tranquillity to Sita Devi. 

 

Yuddhakandam 

On Sri Rama asking Sri Sita Devi to enter fire, she prayed to Agni Bhagavan (Yuddhakandam, 

119th Sargam): 

ऄधॊमुख ंतदा राम ंशनैः कृत्िा प्रदिक्षणम ्। 

ईपासपनत िैदहॆी दीप्यमानं हुताशनम् ॥ 
Vaidehi went round Sri Rama, whose head was bent down, and approached the blazing Agni. 

प्रणमय दिेताभ्यश्च ब्राह्मणेभ्यश्च मैिथली । 

बद्धाञ्जिलपुिा चेदमुिाचाििसमीपतः ॥ 
She paid obeisance to Devatas and brahmanas and prayed to Agni with folded hands: 

यथा मे हृदयं  िनत्यं नापसपनित राघिात् । 

तथा लॊकस्य साक्षी मां सिनतः पातु पािकः ॥ 

यथा मां शुद्धचाह्ऱरत्रा ंदषु्टां जानाित राघिः । 

तथा लॊकस्य साक्षी मां सिनतः पातु पािकः ॥ 

कमनणा मनसा िाचा यथा नाितचरामयहम् । 

राघि ंसिनधमनजं्ञ तथा मां पातु पािकः ॥ 

अह्लदत्यॊ भगिान्  िायुर्ददशश्चन्रस्तथैि च । 

ऄहश्चािप तथा सन्ध्य ेराित्रश्च पृिथिी तथा ॥ 

यथाऽन्येऽिप ििजानिन्त तथा चाह्ऱरत्रसंयुताम् ॥ 

 

As my heart never swerves from Sri Rama, may Agni Bhagavan, the witness of the world, protect 

me in all ways. 

As my character is pure, though Sri Rama thinks otherwise, may Agni Bhagavan, the witness of 

the world, protect me in all ways. 
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As I have never been insincere in thought, word and deed to Sri Rama, who knows all dharmas,  

and as Surya Bhagavan, Vayu, the quarters, Chandra, day time, the Sandhyas, night time, earth 

and all others know that my character is pure, may Agni Bhagavan protect me in all ways. 

एिमुक्तत्िा तु िैदहेी पह्ऱरक्रमय हुताशनम् । 

िििेश ज्िलनं दीपं्त िनःसङ्ग्गेनान्तरात्मना ॥ 
Saying thus, Vaidehi went round Agni and entered the blazing Agni with mind free from any 

attachment. 

तस्यामह्ऴि ििशन्त्यां तु हाहिेत ििपुलः स्िनः । 

रक्षसा ंिानराणां च संबभूिाद्धभुतॊपमः ॥ 
As Sita Devi entered Agni, loud and unparalleled cry of shock emanated from the Rakshasas and 

monkeys.  

Brahma then appeared in person and praised Sri Rama. 

Listening to the auspicious words spoken by Brahma, Agni Bhagavan came out, with Vaidehi on 

his lap. 

एतछुत्िा शुभ ंिाक्तयं िपतामहसमीह्ऱरतम् । 

ऄङ्ग्केनादाय िैदहेीमुत्पपात ििभािसुः ॥ 
 

Agni, the witness of everything in the world, said to Sri Rama: 

ऄब्रिीच् तदा राम ंसाक्षी लॊकस्य पािकः । 

एषा ते राम िैदहेी पापमस्यां न ििद्यते । 

नैि िाचा न मनसा नानुध्यानान् चक्षुषा । 

सुिृत्ता िृतशौण्डीि न त्िामितचचार ह । 

रािणॆनापनीतैषा िीयेित्सतेन रक्षसा । 

त्िया ििरिहता दीना िििशा िनर्मजता िनात् ॥ 

ििशुद्धभािा ंिनष्पापां प्रितगृह्रीष्ि राघि । 

न ह्लकिञ्चदिभधातव्य-महमाज्ञापयािम ते ॥ 

Sri Rama, here is your Vaidehi; there is no sin in her. 

Sri Rama, established in virtue! Sita of virtuous conduct has not been insincere to you in word, 

thought, desire and eyes. 

She was abducted and taken prisoner by the conceited Ravana from the forest, when she was 

alone and helpless and in a pitiable condition. 

Raghava, please accept her; she is sinless and very pure in heart. There is nothing adverse; I 

assure you. 
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In Yuddhakandam, 35th Sarga, Malyavan advises Ravana to return Sita Devi to Sri Rama and 

speaks about the omens at that time. 

ििषयेषु प्रसतेन यित्किञ्चत्काह्ऱरणा त्िया । 

ऊषीणा-मििकल्पपाना-मुद्वगेॊ जिनतॊ महान् ॥ 

तेषां प्रभािॊ दधुनषनः प्रदीप्त आि पािकः । 

तपसा भािितात्मानॊ धमनस्यानुरह ेरताः ॥ 

मुख्यैयनजै्ञयनजन्त्येते िनत्यं तैस्तैिद्वजातयः । 

जुनित्यिींश्च िििधि-द्वदॆांश्चॊचै्रधीयते ॥ 

ऊषीणा-मििकल्पपाना-मििहोत्रसमुित्थतः । 

अदत्ते रक्षसा ंतेजॊ धूमॊ व्याप्य ह्लदशॊ दश ॥ 

सकृदिे सिमद्धस्य ििधूमस्य महार्मचषः । 

बभूिुस्तािन िलङ्ग्गािन ििजयं यान्यदशनयन् ॥ 
Your wanton action, prompted by lowly desire, has generated much intolerable restlessness in 

Munis, who are like Agni. 

Their power is like blazing Agni‟s and unconquerable. Having experienced the Self through 

austerity, they are keen on growth of dharma. 

These brahmanas always worship Devas through various yagnas and offer Ahutis in Agni and 

also chant Vedas in a loud tone. 

The smoke emanating from the Agnihotram performed by Rishis, shining like Agni, diffuses in all 

the ten directions and robs the Rakshasas of their power. 

The signs, appearing when Agni shines with no smoke after Homa is done once, indicate victory. 

 

Sri Halasya Mahatmya 

There are 16 slokas in which Kulasekara Pandian praises Sri Minakshi Sundareswara. These 

slokas end with the words: 

महादिें िन्दे मधुर शफराक्षी सहचरम ्। 
“I worship Sri Sundareswara, the consort of the sweet Minakshi”. In the 10th sloka, it is said that 

the Dikshita performing Agni Upasana and Agni itself, both are the forms of Sri Parameswara. 

धरा-पाथस-्स्िाहासहचर-जगत्प्राण-शशभ्रुत ्

सुराध्िाहनानथाध्िरकर-शरीरं शिशधरम ्। 

सुराहारास्िादाितशिय-िनज-िाचं सुखकरम ् 

महादिें िन्दे मधुर शफराक्षी – सहचरम ्॥ 
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“I worship Sri Sundareswara, the consort of the sweet Minakshi, Mahadeva, who is of the eight 

forms – earth, water, Agni, air, Chandra, space, Surya and the Dikshita performing yaga, whose 

speech is more delicious than Amrita, the food of Devas, and who bestows happiness.” 

 

Sri Madhaviya Sankara Vijayam 

In this book in the 2nd Sarga titled „Acharya Janmadikathanam‟, while describing Sri Aryamba, who 

carried in her womb Sri Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya, the Avatara of Sri Parameswara, it is 

said that Sri Parameswara, who takes the form of Ashtamoorthy, shone in the womb of Sri 

Aryamba. 

गभानलसा भगिती गितमान्द्यमीषद ्

अपेित नाद्धभुतिमदं धरत ेिशि ंया । 

यो ििष्टपािन िबभृते िह चतुदनशािप 

यस्यािप मूतनय आमा िसुधाजलाद्याः ॥ 
“The gait of that pregnant woman became slow. What is surprising about it? She is the refuge of 

Sri Parameswara, who sustains the fourteen worlds and who takes the eight forms – earth, water, 

Agni, air, space, Surya, Chandra and the Dikshita performing yagna.” It is mentioned clearly in this 

context that Agni and the Dikshita who worships Agni are the forms of Sri Parameswara. 
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14. Agni Upasana in Grihya Prayogas 

 

Vivaha (Marriage) 

In Vivaha Prayoga (rules for rituals of marriage), the bride and the groom go round Agni and sit for 

Homa. The bridegroom sits on the north side and the bride sits next to him on the south side. With 

the bride touching him, the groom performs Homa by offering Ahutis chanting the mantras 

सोमायजिनििदे स्िाहा. Many mantras are in the form of prayers to Agni. If Homa is done with 

knowledge of the meaning of the mantras, the fruit is greater. One can feel unspeakable peace 

also. 

 

In Mantraprasnam called Ekagnikandam, 1st Prasnam, 4th Kandam, 5th mantra: 

(1) प्रेतॊ मुञ्चाित नामुतस्सुबद्धा ममु तस्करत ्। 

          यथेयिमन्र मीढ्िस्सुपुत्रासुभगाऽसित ॥ 
“O Indra Deva bestowing fulfilment of desires! I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with 

the prayer that this bride should drop her attachment to her father‟s lineage and develop pride in 

my family and be blessed with good progeny of male issues, wealth, foodgrains, cows and such 

other auspicious things.” 

(2) ऄििरैतु प्रथमॊ दिॆतानाँ सॊ ऽस्य ैप्रजां मुञ्चतु मृत्युपाशात् । 

     तदयँ राजा िरुणॊऽनुमन्यतां ययॆयँस्त्री पौत्रमघन्रॊऽदात् ॥ 
I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with prayers to Agni and Varuna that the offspring 

of this bride shall be free from the misfortune of untimely death and that this bride shall not have to 

shed tears owing to grief of progeny‟s death. 

(3) आमामििस्त्रायताङ्ग्गाहनपत्यः प्रजामस्य ैनयतु दीघनमायुः ॥ 

     ऄशून्यॊपस्था जीितामस्तु  माता पॊत्रमानन्दमिभ प्रबुद्धध्यतािमयम ्॥ 
This Agni of Vivaha homam shall protect this bride from all kinds of dangers and grant long life to 

her children. She should beget many children, decorating her lap and become mother of progeny 

with long life. She should wake up in the morning with the happiness coming from her son; she 

should fondle her son on her lap in the morning and enjoy that happiness. I perform this Homa 

with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

(4) माते गृह ेिनिश घोष ईत्थादन्यत्र त्िरदुत्यस्संििशन्तु । 

     मा त्िं ििकेश्युर अििधष्ठा जीिपत्नी पितलॊके ििराज पश्यन्ती प्रजा ँ सुमनस्यमानाम् ॥ 



Page 73 of 117 
 

O bride, separation from husband or children will lead to your shedding of tears. Let this not 

happen to you. With husband of long life, may you shine in your husband‟s home looking after 

favourable children. I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

(5) द्यौस्ते पृष्ठरँक्षतु, िायुरूरू ऄिश्वनौच स्तनं, धयन्तँ सििताऽिभरक्षतु ॥ 

     अिाससः पह्ऱरधानाद ्बृहस्पितर्मिश्वॆदिॆा ऄिभरक्षन्तु पश्चात् ॥ 
May Devata of Svarga (Dyuloka) protect the rear of your body; Vayu Deva, both thighs; Asvini 

Devas, your bosom; Savita, your son; Brihaspathi, everything else. May all Devas protect you. I 

perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

(6) तत्िा यािम ब्रह्मणा िन्दमानस्तदाशास्ते यजमनॊहििर्मभः । 

     ऄहडॆमानॊ िरुणेहबॊध्युरुशँस मान अयुः प्रमॊषीः ॥ 
O Varuna Bhagavan, I take refuge in you for my protection, chanting Veda mantras. Dikshitas 

performing yagas wish for their protection by performing Homa with Charu, Purodasa etc. (ritual 

offerings of flour). I do the same with stotras. O Varuna, who has been praised by many 

performers of yaga, please do not become angry with me for faults of omitting mandatory acts and 

performing prohibited acts. Please grant me long life. I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in 

Agni with this prayer. 

(7) त्िमि ेऄयास्ययासन्मनसा िहतः । ऄयासन् हव्यमूिहषॆऽयानॊध ॆिह भेषजम ्॥ 

Agni Bhagavan, you are attained by devout worshippers, or you reach worshippers yourself. You 

are attained by their minds. As you are easily accessible for worshippers, I meditate on you. 

Please convey the Havis we offer to the respective Devatas. Please grant us wellbeing. You, who 

are easily attainable, should rid us of our sins and bless us. 

(8) आय ंनायुनपबू्रते कुल्पपान्यािपिन्तका । दीघानयुरस्तु मे पितजीिातु शरदश्शतम ्॥ 

The bride prays for her husband‟s long life through Laaja Homam (offering of parched paddy grain 

in Agni with mantra). 

This bride, performing Laaja Homam, prays to Agni Deva that her husband should live long, for a 

hundred years. 

(9) ऄयनमणन् ुदिेङ्ग्कन्या ऄििमयक्षत । 

     स आमान्दिेॊ ऄध्िरः प्रेतॊ मुञ्चित नामुतस्सुबद्धाममुतस्करत ्॥ 
The girls adored the brilliant Agni Deva, who is quickly attained by worshippers. May that Agni 

Deva, who deserves not to be troubled by anyone, disengage this bride from her father‟s lineage. 

She should not be disengaged from her husband‟s lineage. She should be made to dvelop great 

love for her husband‟s family. 
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O Agni Deva, many brides have attained benefits by worshipping you with Laaja Homam earlier. 

In the same manner this bride also performs Laaja Homam with a view to attaining benefits. We 

perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

 

(10) त्िमयनमा भििस यत्कनीनां नाम स्िधाित्स्ियं िबभर्मष । 

      ऄञ्जिन्त िृक्षँसुिधतं न गॊिभः यद्दंपती समनसा कृणॊिष ॥ 
For performing karmas like yaga and attaining to Swargaloka, the bride – yagnapatni – is 

important. O Agni, you are empowered in enabling „Kanyaka Prapanam‟ (attaining bride), which is 

the means of attaining to Swarga etc, and which enables plenty of foodgrains. We therefore call 

you „Daata‟. As you bring about harmony between the bride and the groom, the couple perform 

Homa for you with cow‟s ghee, like watering the roots of tree profusely for the tree‟s good growth. 

Hence, o Agni deva, you should establish complete harmony among the two of us, bride and the 

groom. 

 

The newly married couple commence Agni Upasana thus as per rules on the day of marriage. 

Veda tells us by way of instruction with compassion that this Agni should be protected throughout 

one‟s life. If Agni is worshipped in this manner, benefits like good health, unlimited wealth, long 

life, good progeny etc. will accrue. This Agni Upasana has been practised by successive 

generations till recently. That is why we live good lives with plenty of wealth. We should also 

continue with Agni Upasana like Aupasanam, Vaisvadevam etc. Those who have the means can 

undertake Agnihotram also and continue to perform the same. 

 

Veda teaches us the prayers to be chanted to Agni Deva in the Aupasanagni and makes them 

fruitful. Let us now look at some of them. 

 

Apastamba Grihya Sutra, 6th Kandam, Sutra 10 says: 

ईत्तरपूिे दशेॆ ऄगारस्य ऄिेरुपसमधानाद्याज्यभागन्ता 

ऄन्िारब्धायामुत्तरा अहुतीहुनत्िा जयाह्लदप्रितपद्यते पह्ऱरचेनान्तं कृत्िा  
Grihastha should establish Agni in the Easana (north east) part of his house and perform 13 

Ahutis with the wife touching the husband and then perform Jayadi Homam. He should then do 

Parishechanam. 

 

(11) अगन्गॊष्ठ ंमिहषी गॊिभरश्वैरायुष्मत्पत्नी प्रजया स्िर्मित् । 
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       बनिीं प्रजां जनयन्ती सुरत्नेममह्ऴिँ ँशतँिहमास्सपयानत् ॥ 
O Agni, my wife came here with the wealth given her by her father. She should have sustained 

auspiciousness (long life of husband) and good progeny and wealth and be worshipful of Agni 

through Aupasanam etc. I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

 

(12) प्रजाया अभ्यां प्रजायत आन्रािी शमन यछछतम ्। 

      यथैनयॊनन प्रमीयाता ईभयोजीितॊः प्रजा ॥  
We should not face a situation of grief owing to death of our progeny while we are alive. O 

Prajapatis, O Indragnis, I perform this Homa with Ahuti of ghee in Agni with this prayer. 

 

13. O Agni, please accept our Ahuti of ghee and make this woman full of breastmilk and good 

fortune of house, wealth etc. We should have wealth enough to support many. Please grant us 

sufficient wealth such that we do not have to seek from others. 

 

14. O Agni, we should live in this house together without separation. We should have long life. 

Please grant us all wellbeing. 

 

Vedamatha blesses us to live comfortably throughout our lives by praying to Agni Bhagavan in the 

above manner. Let us live life of ease, health and peace by following the path shown by our 

ancestors. 

 

Aupasanam 

Every couple, married through vivaha of Braahma etc. type, should protect throughout their lives 

the Agni which was witness to their marriage. Ahutis must be offered to Surya in the morning and 

Agni in the evening. Svishtakrut is the second Devata. Maharishis state that it is from 

Aupasanagni that Aadhanam should be performed in order to do Sroutha karmas and start yagas. 

After performing Homa in Aupasanagni, Agni Gayatri should be chanted. Agni Gayatri: 

िैश्वानराय ििद्मह ेलालीलाय धीमिह तन्ॊ ऄििः प्रचॊदयात् । 
Aupasana should be learnt from those who are of good Aachara (Vedic conduct), have studied 

Vedas properly and who perform all rituals; it should be commenced only in their presence. 

Aupasana takes a maximum of 15 minutes. Great fruits can be reaped easily here and in the 

hereafter. 

(Veda mantras should be learnt only from a Guru with proper Svara and correct pronunciation.) 
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Sthalipaka स्थालीपाकः 

Maharishi Aapastamba mentions the rules of performing Sthalipaka in his Grihya Sutra, 3rd Patala, 

7th khanda. ऄथैनामािेयेन स्थालीपाकेन याजयित । He calls it Aagneya Sthalipaka, started after 

marriage and performed with wife for pleasing Agni Devata. There are prayers to Agni in this rite. 

If one performs with Vedic purity, he can live a healthy life, with plenty of food. After marriage, the 

wife is taught to cook food with chant of mantra. 

 

With Aupasana being performed continuously, Sthalipaka should be started within six months of 

marriage in Uttarayana on Krishnapaksha Prathama day. This is called Pournamasa Sthalipaka. 

Similarly Darsa Sthalipaka is done on Suklapaksha Prathama day. 

 

Aagrayana Sthalipaka, which is one of the seven Pakayagnas to be performed, should be done in 

Sarad ritu (months of Aippasi, Karthik) on Pournami or Amavasya day using paddy freshly 

harvested. 

 

Vaisvadeva िैश्वदिेः  

Violence to living beings happens knowingly or unknowingly in the course of our household work. 

Sastra identifies five such sources of violence. पञ्चसूना गृहस्थस्य ितनन्ते 

1. Kandini: The cutter used for cutting vegetables. Vegetables also have life. 

2. Peshini: The mill-stone, pestle, the modern day grinder etc. used for grinding various 

foodgrains. 

3. Chulli: Fire, which causes death of small insects etc. When we place fire in any place, it may kill 

some worms. 

4. Jalakumbham: When we place the waterpot anywhere, small beings at the bottom may lose 

their lives. 

5. Upaskaram: The broom, when used on the floor, causes small beings to die in its sweep. 

The Prayaschitta, to be done for the sins committed in the above processes even unwittingly, is 

called Vaisvadevam. Here bali (offering of food) is given with chanting of mantra for the 

satisfaction of all living beings with the prayer that the beings, which died because of us, should 

attain to good state and that Bhagavan should forgive us. Bali is offered in Vaisvadevam for all 
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living beings in the world like dog, crow and even those expelled by society. This is also called 

Bhutayagna. All Devas are worshipped in this. 

 

In Vaisvadeva, bali is offered to various categories of beings: 14 beings consisting of Devas, 

humans, Pitrus etc.; 8 Devaganas including Siddhas, Guhyakas, Gandharvas, Yakshas, 

Rakshasas, Pannagas, Vidyadharas and Pisachas; 5 Tiryakyonis, i.e. animals including crawling 

ones, four-legged, monkeys, animals and birds; Patangas – small insects; trees. Thus Agni 

Bhagavan grants us the fruits and merits of feeding all beings. With chant of 72 mantras of 

Simhanuvaka, we get rid of our sins. The karma gets completed with this prayer to Agni Deva: 

अयुरारॊग्नयमैश्वयं धृह्ऴत सत्िं बलं यशः । 

तेजॊिचनः पशून्बीजं ब्रह्मब्रह्मण्यमेि च ॥ 

सौभाग्नय ंकमनिसह्ऴद्ध ि कुलज्यैष्य ंस्िकमनताम् । 

सिनमेतत्कमन सािक्षन ्रििणॊदा ििधेिह नः ॥ 
 

“O bestower of wealth, please grant me all benefits including long life, good health, plenty of 

wealth, steadfastness, power, strength, fame, brilliance, good innate nature, cattle wealth, fertility, 

Vedic knowledge, power to seek Brahman, good fortune, success in efforts, greatness of lineage 

and performance of svakarma.” 

 

See how our ancestors have shown the way to easily attain all good desirables. The above sloka 

of prayer is found in the book „Karmadipa Prakasam‟ in Vaisvadeva Prakaranam. Vaisvadevam is 

to be performed twice a day – in the morning and evening. Even now many people are performing 

this rite in our country. There is no doubt that performing Vaisvadevam as learnt from Guru as per 

one‟s family tradition will get all good and virtuous things. 

 

Upanayanam 

Brahmacharis should perform Samidadhanam in Agni in morning and evening every day with 13 

mantras. The mantras starting with  ऄिय े सिमधमाहाषं बृहते जातिेदसे । and ending with  

सिमधमाधायाऽि ेसिनव्रतो भूयासँस्िाहा  are prayers to Agni Bhagavan. The meanings of the mantras 

are as follows: 
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1. O Agni Deva, I place this Samit in you, Agni, who are in a lofty position, who know all objects 

originating in the world and who place all your worshippers in lofty states. I have offered this Samit 

with chant of „Svaha‟. 

2.  O Agni Bhagavan, in the way you shine well with the Samit, please bestow on me long life, 

radiance, attainment of requisite objects, power of retention in memory, progeny, cattle, Brahmic 

brilliance and power of Jatharagni (Agni in stomach for digestion). I place this samith with this 

prayer. 

3. Prayer to Samith: O Samith, The way Agni grows because of you; I should also grow the same 

way; I should attain greatness in many ways. 

4. O Samith, you give bright shine to Agni; we, who are placing you in Agni, should also attain 

bright shine. We are therefore uniting this Samith to Agni with „Svaha‟. 

5. O Samith, as you are the instrument of brightness in Agni, you are also shining with bright 

flame. Please bestow brightness on me also. I am offering this Samith in Homam for this purpose. 

6. I am doing the karma of Samidadhanam properly now. This should engender faith and attitude 

in me for Vedic karmas. Agni Bhagavan, I should perform Homam every day with Havis of ghee, 

milk etc. and worship you. I should get Brahmic brilliance. The obstacles in my path should vanish. 

7. O Agni Deva, I am performing Homa with this Samith with prayer that you should grant me 

Brahmic brilliance, progeny and limitless wealth. 

8. O Agni Bhagavan, Devas like Indra and Brahmarishis like Vasishtha should bear witness to this 

Samidadhanam I am doing and bless me. 

9. Agni Deva, you shine brightly and live in Svargaloka. I offer this Samith in Homa for you. 

10. I offer this Samith in Homa for Devatas of Dyuloka (Svarga) and Bhuloka (earth). 

11. O Agni Deva, Please get happy with the Homam with this Samith and make me free from all 

wants. I should be complete in all respects. 

12. O Agni Deva, if someone tries to take away and enjoy something which is due to me, please 

bless me to get that object and deprive the other person of it. 

13. O Agni Deva, please bless me to complete my brahmacharya vrata. Even if some deficiency 

occurs in it, please remove it and grant me fulfilment. 

Then Parishechanam is done without mantra; a Samith is placed in Agni; after chanting 

ऄिेरुपस्थानं कह्ऱरष्ये he should get up and pray with the mantra  यत्त ेऄि.े  

“I should become full of brilliance from your brilliance; I should get vigour from your vigour; from 

your power of removing sin, I should get that power. May Agni Bhagavan grant me knowledge, 
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progeny and powerful sense organs. May Surya grant me knowledge, progeny and glowing 

vigour.” 

 

In the end the following mantras of obeisance to Agni Bhagavan are chanted: 

मन्त्रहीनं ह्लक्रयाहीनं भितहीनं हुताशन । 

यद्धधुतन्तु मया दिे पह्ऱरपूण ंतदस्तु ते ॥ 

प्रायिश्चत्तान्-यशेषािण तपःकमानत्मकािन िै । 

यािन तेषां-ऄशेषाणां कृष्णानुस्मरणं परम ्॥ 

“O Agni Deva, though my observance of mantra, kriya and bhakti might have been deficient, this 

Homam performed by me may become complete by your grace.” 

“Of all Prayaschittas (expiations) of the form of tapas or karma, meditating on Sri Krishna is the 

best.” 

Saying this, if Samith of Peepul or Palasa is offered as Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan in morning and 

evening, it is great Agni Upasana. Agni Bhagavan gets pleased and grants us all our wishes and 

wellbeing. Agni Upasana is a simple observance practised by our ancestors. It starts with 

Samidadhanam in Brahmacharya asrama. We should teach our children to do Samidadhanam 

and attain wellbeing. 

 

Upanayanam means leading the disciple to Veda (Upa-near; Nayanam- leading to Guru or Veda). 

Only after this samskara, the person attains the state of Brahmana or Dvija, the second birth. He 

attains third birth while starting to perform yaga. Manusmriti (2:139) says so: 

मातुरर ऄिध जननं िद्वतीयं मौिञ्जबन्धनात् । 

तृतीयं यज्ञदीक्षायां िद्वजस्य श्रुितचॊधनात् ॥ 
Brahmachari is one who who studies Veda well and practises all regulations for retaining Veda 

firmly in his mind. Aapastamba Grihya Sutra says: गभानष्ट्मेष ुब्राह्मणमुपनयीत. 

As per the commentary of Sri Sudarsana, brahmanas should perform upanayanam in the 6th, 7th 

or 8th year from the date of conception. 

ईपनयनं ििद्याथनस्य श्रुिततः संस्कारः ॥ 
Upanayanam is mandated in Veda. It is a samskara karma prescribed in Veda for learning Vedic 

rules. As it is prescribed in Veda itself, there is great importance for it among brahmanas. 

अयुदान दिे जरस ंगृणानो घृतप्रतीकॊ घृतपृष्ठॊ ऄि े। 

घृत ंिपबन्मृतं चारुगवं्य िपतेि पुत्र ंजरस ेनयेमम ्॥ 
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 “O Agni Deva, You, who grant us long life and have glowing limbs and grow with ghee, please 

accept our prayer. Consuming this ghee, having the fragrance of cow and equal to nectar, be 

pleased with this Homa with Samith and lead this student towards old age like a father would his 

son.” When this mantra is chanted by the Guru, the disciple performs Homa at the close of the 

mantra. 

आममि अयुष ेिचनसे कृिध 
“O Agni Deva, grant this student long life and brilliance (good health). 

ऄििष्ट अयुः प्रतरा ंदधात्िििष्ट ेपुह्ऴष्ट प्रतरा ंकृणॊतु 
 “May Agni grant you long life and physical strength.” 

Those meritorious jivas, who practise their respective asrama karmas as laid down in Veda in the 

spirit of karmayoga with discipline and devotion to Bhagavan without looking for fruits, will get 

relieved from the cycle of samsara in this birth itself or in the coming births, depending on their 

Prarabdha karma. 

 

Sanyasasramam 

 

If one performs karmas with faith in Sastras and devotion to Acharya, he can absorb the Agni, 

which he worshipped outside (Samidadhana Agni, Aupasana Agni or Tretagni consisting of 

Garhapatya, Ahavaniya and Dakshinagni), on his own Atma and perform Ahuti of the entire world 

in the Agni of Gnana in his Sanyasasrama. Upanishad calls him Atmayaji. 

अत्मन्यिीन् समारॊप्य सॊऽििहॊित्र महायितः (सन्यासॊपिनषत्) 

Bhagavan Krishna says the same thing in Gita – ज्ञानाििः भस्मसात् कुरुते ऄजुनन 

He burns away all karmas – merits and sins – and their fruits in the Agni of Gnana and attains 

Mukti. Sri Manu also says: 

िेदाभ्यासॊऽन्िह ंशक्त्या महायज्ञह्लक्रया क्षमा । 

नाशयन्त्याशु पापिन महापातकजान्यिप ॥ 
If one performs Vedic study, Agni Upasana with the five great yagnas etc. as per his capacity, it 

will destroy all his sins including sins classified as great. Hence Agni Upasana is very important for 

the brahmana. (Manusmriti 11:245). 

यथैधस्तेजसा ििननः प्रापं्त िनदनहित क्षणात् । 

तथा ज्ञानाििना पाप ंसि ंदहित िेदिित् ॥ 
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Just as Agni burns away firewood etc. in a second and reduces them to ashes, Gnanagni burns 

away the sins of those who study Veda. Gnanagni removes all karmas root and branch and grants 

the state of no rebirth. (11:246). 
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15.  Traditional Vedic Agni Upasana in Kashmir –  

Sri Laugakshi Grihya Prayoga 

 

Our Vedic religion is known as Sanatana Dharma. Vedic dharmas are found spread all over the 

world even to this day. Especially in our Bharatadesa, Vedic rituals including Agni Upasana have 

been practised from Kashmir to Kanyakumari for ages, and crores of people have enjoyed their 

benefits here and hereafter. Kashmiri Pandits, who are brahmanas, have been performing Vedic 

rites including Agni Upasana to this day.  Katha Sakha (branch) of Krishna Yajurveda must have 

been mostly in practice there. 

 

Grihyasutras of Maharishi Laugakshi in palm leaves were first found and printed in Sarada Lipi 

(script) in 1927 and published by Pratapa Simha, the then Maharaja of Kashmir. The famous Veda 

book titled „Kashmira Mantra Kalpadruma‟, also known as „Mantra Ratnakara‟ written by Maharishi 

Laugakshi was found in 1835 in the form of palm leaves and was preserved carefully since then. 

 

Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Sankaracharya Swamigal, the 69th Peethadhipathi of 

Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham and Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi 

Sankaracharya Swamigal, the 70th Peethadhipathi have been organising with great effort Rigveda 

Samhita Homam, Chaturveda Parayanas, Chandi Homam etc. every year in remote places like 

Jammu, Leh (Ladakh) etc. for wellbeing of the world, specially of Bharatadesa and for removal of 

the misery of Kashmiri Pandits. Jagadguru Sri Acharya Swamigal personally attends these 

proceedings. On one such occasion, Kashmiri Pandits handed the above two rare books to Sri 

Swamigal and prayed that the books be printed and published. The Jagadgurus very happily got 

the books published in 2011 through Sri Venkateswara Vedic University of Sri Tirumala Tirupati 

Devasthanam. Kashmiri Pandits have been praising the great and rare efforts of Srimatham for 

protecting Vedas. They claim with happiness that it would not be an exaggeration to say that for 

the first time in the history of Bharat, Chaturveda Parayana was held in Kashmir through 

Srimatham‟s efforts. 

 

Grihya Sutras of Maharishi Laugakshi 

This book was published through Srimatham‟s efforts in 2011 with the commentary of Devapala. 
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Vivarana (gloss) for the Grihya Sutras was written by Sri Aditya Darsana. Another explanatory text 

called Panchika or Paddhati written by Sri Brahmanapala, son of Sri Madhavadhvaryu, is also 

there. Sri Devapala‟s commentary is also available. 

Gobhila Grihya Sutras and Agastya‟s Sloka Darpana are in use in Kashmir even today. Laugakshi 

Grihya Sutras are known variously as Kataka Grihya Sutras, Charaka Grihya Sutras and 

Charayaniya Grihya sutras. It is noteworthy that these Grihya Sutras are worded in the same way 

as those in practice in South India like Aapasthamba, Aasvalayana, Bodhayana or Draahyayana 

Grihya Sutras. 

In the first part of Laugakshi Grihya Sutras, there are 73 kandikas. We have given below a few of 

them used in Agni Upasana in Poorva Karmas. This shows how Agni Upasana is well established 

even in the Himalayan area of Kashmir, the head of Bharatadesa. 

 

At the beginning of 1st kandika, the Sutra starts with Upanayana vrata: 

ईपनयनप्रभृित व्रतचारी स्यात् (१-१) 

सायं प्रातः सन्ध्यामुपासीत (२-६) 

सायं प्रातः सन्ध्यािनःसरणं भैक्षाचरणमिीन्धनम् ॥ 
The tem „Agnindhanam‟ shows that brahmacharis must do Agni Upasana called Samidadhanam 

in the morning and evening. 

In the 13th kandika, after vivaha: 

चतुर्मिधःपाकयज्ञो भिित 

हुतॊऽहुतः प्रहुतः प्रािशतश्चेित ॥ (१३-२) 

दशनपूणनमासप्रकृतयः पाकयज्ञाः । (१३-७) 

 

In the 20th kandika, it is stated that in the night before marriage, Devatas like Agni should be 

worshipped. 

स्थालीपाकस्य जुहोत्यिय ेसॊमाय…..आित (२१-१) 

 

In the 41st kandika, upanayanam: 

सप्तम ेिषे ब्राह्मणस्यॊपायनम्  (४१-१) 

जन्मनःप्रभृित सप्तम ेिषे गभानदष्टमे ब्राह्मणस्यॊपायनम् । 

निम ेराजन्यस्य ॥ 

एकादशे िैश्यस्य ॥ 
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ब्रह्मचायनिस । ऄपॊऽशान । कमनकुरु । 

ह्लदिा मा स्िाप्सीः । िाचं यछछ । 
 

Brahmacharis should pray to Samidadhana Agni: 

ह ेऄिे! त्ित्प्रसादात् सिनव्रतॊ भिािम भूयासम ्। 

“O Agni, with your grace, I shall observe all discipline properly.” 

In the 49th kandika, details of Nakshatra Ishti are given: 

नक्षत्रयजे्ञष ुनक्षत्रदिेतानामृचस्तािभयनजेताििः …….यमॊ दाधारेित प्रत्यृचम ्। 

 

In the 63rd kandika, Sutras giving procedures for Sraaddham are given: 

ऄिौ करिाणीत्युक्त्िा ॥ (६३-८) 

ऄह्ऴि पह्ऱरस्तीयन सॊमाय िपतृमते स्िधानमॊऽिय ॆ। 

कव्यिाहनाय स्िधा नम आत्यिौ हुत्िा ॥ (६३-९) 

 

Is it not clear that Poorva and Apara Karmas (rituals observed during life and post-death) 

prescribed in Sruti and Smriti have been the same all over Bharatadesa? It is the motiveless 

compassion of Veda Matha that humans and, specially brahmanas, should live their lives as per 

the Grihya Sutras given by Maharishis, applicable to their own Veda Sakha and Sutra, please 

Bhagavan through that process and develop purity of mind and have direct vision of Bhagavan. 

Agni upasana has been at the root of this scheme of karmas. 

 

In the second part of Laugakshi Grihya Sutras, Apara karmas are covered. 

In the same manner, Maithili brahmanas of Bihar and those in all other Indian States including 

U.P., M.P., Odisha, A.P., Karnataka, Kerala and Maharashtra have all along been engaged in 

Agni Upasana through Sroutha and Smartha karmas prescribed in Vedas. 

(Reference: The Grihya sutras of Laugakshi Maharishi with Bhashya of Devapala published by Sri 

Venkateswara Vedic University, Tirupati and edited by S.Sudarsana Sarma, Vice-chancellor.) 
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16. Agni Upasana all over the world 

 

People of Stone Age worshipped fire. Initially they were afraid on seeing sparks of fire emanating 

when two particular stones were struck against each other. Gradually they overcame the fear and 

knew how to put the fire to productive use and started to worship fire. Then they found out how to 

make fire by rubbing and churning two pieces of wood. They therefore came to be known as 

Prometheans (from प्रमन्था Pramantha in Sanskrit, meaning one who churns). This practice is 

prevalent in China even today under the name of Suy-Jin. People gradually started to worship and 

protect fire throughout their lives. Fire is protected even today in many traditions in different parts 

of the world. In Korea, the fire worshipped by the ancestors is preserved through generations. As 

civilisation developed, the belief that by protecting the fire continuously people‟s wishes get 

fulfilled, took deep roots. 

 

In Europe there are said to be separate temples for fire. Greeks, Latins, Persians, Mexicans, 

Peruvians and others have been protecting flames of fire on top of pyramids and worshipping 

them. „Akhanda Deepa‟ (uninterrupted light of lamp) like in our country is being practised there in 

the form of continuously burning flame. It is noteworthy that the governments in those countries 

appoint officials to protect the flames. In case the flame gets put out, work is stopped in homes 

and government offices. All people right from children to elders fast. After completing some 

prayers, the flame is lit again. It is to be noted that except for natural calamities, the flame is truly 

maintained in uninterrupted manner. 

 

Agni is worshipped in many countries. Romans are the most important of them. Impure and 

unnecessary materials should not be dropped and lit in the vessels of fire or lamps; the flame 

should never be put out by blowing air from mouth. This is practised as a sacred requirement in 

Albania, the Galtchas of Ferghana and Tadjikas of Bokhara. (This is in accordance with our 

Sastras). All family members and government officials are maintaining separate fire altars with 

uninterrupted flame. Hundreds of fire altars appear to exist in northern countries. These practices 

do remind us of rituals like Samidadhanam, Aupasanam, Nitya Agnihotram etc. prescribed in 

Veda. 
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In our yagas, we plant yupasthambhas (sacrificial posts) and offer prayers. In western countries, 

they plant oak trees and light fire on top. The fire gradually travels down till the entire oak tree is 

reduced to ashes. This takes about a year from Christmas of a year to Christmas next year. 

Farmers believe that by sprinkling those ashes in the fields, good harvest is achieved. Kings 

considered that worship of fire increased their strength. 

 

Mongolians practise a tradition that however much a girl is scolded or abused, she should not be 

touched if she stands between her bed and the place where fire is kept and worshipped. Just as 

we go round Agni three times during marriage and worship, girls in Germany and neighbouring 

countries go round the fire altar three times on returning home after marriage in the church. They 

also apply the ashes from the altar on their forehead, or, sprinkle ash water on their bare feet. 

People think that their families, government etc. are prosperous because of this type of Agni 

worship. In Olympic games, we find that Olympic torch is carried from country to country. The 

Olympic torch lighting ceremony is celebrated as a big festival in western countries. Activities 

related to Agni are thus practised in various ways all over the world. 

Courtesy: “Agnihotram (The Vedic Solution for Present day problems)” by M.S. alias Baburao 

Parkhe, Vaidika Samsodhana Mandal, Pune. 

Savants in our country proclaim that it can be established with proof that our Veda dharma is 

indeed worldwide. 

 

Agni karma is prescribed for people of all castes. All people should perform Aupasanam during 

marriage and protect the Agni for all time. Parsis do protect Agni now. Their religion is known as 

Zend Avastha. The part of Veda called Chandovastha has turned into that religion. Their founder 

Zoroastra‟s name is derived from Sourashtra. Their country‟s name Iran is muted form of Aryan. In 

case Agni gets put out, they do Prayaschitta at great expense. Aryans were known as „Fire 

worshippers‟. (from Voice of God-Part II of Sri Maha Swamigal).  
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17. Antyeshti – Purusha Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan 

 

In the Pooja performed in the morning and evening, it is usual to remove Nirmalyam (old flowers) 

from the deity by chanting the mantra: 

दहेॊ  दिेालयः प्रॊतःजीिॊ दिेः सनातनः । 

त्यजेत् ऄ्ज्ञानिनमानल्पयं सॊऽहभंािेन पूजयेत् ॥ 
 “Our body is said to be temple; the Jiva in the body is the eternal Bhagavan. We should remove 

the Nirmalyam of Agnana (ignorance) and worship with the attitude of „I am He‟.” Here our body is 

extolled as Devalaya, temple. As Bhagavan resides in the human body, it is called Devalaya. 

Though Bhagavan resides in the bodies of all creatures, it is only in human form that one has the 

ability to have vision of Bhagavan. Many savants have glorified the human form‟s greatness in 

many ways. Manu also says: शरीरमाद्य ंखल ुधमनसाधनम ् - “This body is the prime instrument for 

performing all dharmas”. The Saivaite Nayanmar, Appar sings of „body as temple‟. Kathopanishad 

says: अत्मानं रिथन ं िििद्व शरीरं रथमेि तु । “Consider the body as chariot and Atma as the 

charioteer”. Bhagavan Krishna preaches to Arjuna in Bhagavadgita: 

इश्वरः सिनभूताना ंहृद्देश ेऄजुनन ितष्ठित । 

भ्रामयन्सिनभूतािन यन्त्रारूढािन मायया ॥ 
“Iswara is seated in the heart of all beings and revolves them through his Maya, as if mounted on 

a revolving machine.” Bhagavan also says in the Gita: 

आद ंशरीरं कौन्तेय क्षॆत्रिमत्यिभधीयते । 

क्षॆत्रज्ञ ंचािप मां िििद्ध सिनक्षॆत्रेष ुभारत ॥ 
The body is „kshetra‟ (field of action) and Bhagavan present in the body of all beings is 

„kshetragna‟ (knower and controller of kshetra). 

 

Tirumular in his Tirumandiram extols the greatness of the human body in the 3rd Tantra: “If body 

deteriorates, life will ebb. If you do not have a strong body, you will not be able to have access to 

firm spiritual knowledge. Hence I have found the means of looking after the body and thus caring 

for life. Earlier I used to think that body is inferior. Then I found the Eternal Truth inside the body. 

As Bhagavan resides in the body, I look after the body now.” 

 

Veda Matha instructs that the human body of such importance, where Bhagavan resides, should 

be disposed of in Vedic karma after death by burial or consigning to Agni. Maharishis have 
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therefore handed to us the procedures of Antyeshti, similar to a yaga, with proper chanting of 

mantras and performance of kriyas. These rites should be observed as per one‟s respective Veda 

Sakha and Sutra. This is also spoken of very highly in Tamil literature as a sacred duty of human 

beings. 

 

On separation from the body, the Jiva does not reach Pitruloka, nor does it take another birth 

immediately. It takes one year for it to travel to reach the other world. Our Sastras declare that the 

Jiva crosses Vaitarani river and goes to the city of Yama. Greeks also believe that the Jiva 

crosses the river Styx and reaches the city called Hades, where watch-dogs called Cerberus are 

present. The monthly post-death Vedic rites practised by us are also observed by Christians as 

rites with the name of Viaticum. In addition to the last rites performed on death, they also observe 

All Souls Day for the satisfaction of all departed Jivas on 2nd November every year all over the 

world. They have modelled their acts on the Sraadhas with offering of Pindas that we perform in 

places like Rameswaram, Badri, Gaya, Kashi, Prayag, Kurukshetra etc. In our Bharatadesa, all 

people observe Uttarakriyas for departed Jivas in their hour of grief. We observe that the dead 

body is bathed, decorated with sandalpaste, Vibhuti, garland etc. and placed on a bedstead and 

last rites performed to the playing of instruments. That this practice has been in vogue for ages is 

clear from the commentary of Sri Adi Sankaracharya on Chandogya Upanishad (8:8:5): 

एषॊपिनषत्प्रेतस्य शरीरं िभक्षया िसनेनालङ्ग्कारेणॆित । 

संस्कुिनन्त्येतेन ह्यमु ंलॊकं जेष्यन्तॊमन्यन्ते ॥ 

तयॊपिनषदा संस्कृताःसन्तःप्रेतस्य शरीरं कुणपं िभक्षया गन्धमाल्पयान्ाह्लदलक्षणया िसनेन 

िस्त्राह्लदनाछछादनाह्लद प्रकारेणालङ्ग्कारेण ध्िजपताकाह्लदकरणेनेत्येिं संस्कुिनन्त्येतेन कुणप संस्कारेणामुं प्रेत्य 

प्रितपत्तव्य ंजेष्यन्तॊ मन्यन्ते ॥ 
 

Virochana, the king of Asuras, thought of the body as Atman. Hence his followers glorified the 

body and performed the last rites elaborately on death as mentioned here in Chandogya 

Upanishad. 

 

On close scrutiny of Sastras, it can be seen that on the Jiva departing from the body, the deities 

presiding over the sense organs like Surya in the eyes, Agni in the mouth, Indra in the arms etc. 

do not go back to their original abodes immediately. We send these deities back to their abodes 

only through Preta Samskaras. The meaning of the mantras chanted in the rites makes this clear.  
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„Samskara‟ means making good and pure. Sastras direct that 40 Samskaras should be performed 

for purifying the Jiva at every stage from conception onwards. These 40 samskaras are intended 

in Sastras as yagas with Ahuti to Iswara. Similarly the relatives perform Antya Ishti (last yaga) to 

the corpse after death. That Agni is called Chitagni. Just as the materials offered in Homa are 

purified before use, the body is bathed, ghee is applied all over and then the body is cremated. 

The body is offered as Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan. Even if buried in earth, it is also an offering to 

Bhagavan.  

 

The Antyeshti of brahmanas is practised in two ways: Brahmamedha samskara and Pitrumedha 

samskara. The antyeshti karma is superior to all yagas. Sruti, Smritis and Puranas preach that 

these karmas are means to the lofty state and help in attainment of Iswara Sayujya (union with 

Iswara). This Purushahuti samskara is laid down in Sruti and the relevant mantras are found in all 

the four Vedas. Maharishis, who have written Kalpa Sutras, like Aapasthamba, Bodhayana, 

Bharadvaja, Draahyayana, Aasvalayana, Katyayana and Satyaashada have handed to us 

Pitrumedha Sutras covering Apara Prayogas. In our Sanatana Dharma we have been taught from 

ancient times to associate Vedic spirit and Bhagavan with Samskaras connected with Apara 

Kriyas and this has set the tone for the whole world to follow. 

 

The story of Prahlada is told in Srimad Bhagavatham in skandha 7. After the killing of 

Hiranyakasipu, Nrisimha Bhagavan instructs Prahlada: 

श्री भगिानुिाच :- 

भििन्त पुरुषा लॊके मद्भतास्त्िामनुव्रताः । 

भिान् मे खल ुभताना ंसिेषा ंप्रितरूपदधृक् ॥ 

कुरु त्िं प्रेतकायानिण िपतुःपूतस्य सिनशः । 

मदङ्ग्गस्पशननेनाङ्ग्ग लॊकान् यास्यित सुप्रजाः ॥ 

िपत्र्यं च स्थानमाितष्ठ यथॊतं ब्रह्मिाह्लदिभः । 

मय्चयािेश्य मनस्त्तात कुरु कमानिण मत्परः ॥ 
“Your followers become my devotees in this world. You are the best among my devotees and are 

an example for others. Your father became pure in all respects by contact with me. You do the 

Uttarakriyas for him. Child Prahlada, he will attain to good realms as he has been the father of a 

good child. You assume your father‟s position as king. With your mind directed to me, perform 

karmas as directed by Vedic scholars and dedicate them to me.” 
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प्रनलादॊिप तथा चके्र िपतुयनत्सामपराियकम् । 

यथाह भगिान्राजन्िभिषतॊ िद्वजॊत्तमैः ॥ 
Prahlada performed Antyeshti for his father accordingly. As instructed by Bhagavan, he was 

anointed king by the best of brahmanas.  

 

All Sroutha and Smartha karmas are being performed for ages as detailed in Sastras. We know 

from Itihasas and Puranas that numerous people have performed the karmas as laid down in 

Vedas, attained purity of mind thereby and broken off from the cycle of birth and death. 

 

In Sri Ramayanam, Sri Vasishta instructs Bharata to perform Antyeshti karmas of Emperor 

Dasaratha on his death (Ayodhya Kandam): 

तमेि ंशॊकसन्तपं्त भरत ंकैकयीसुतम ्। 

ईिाच िदतां श्रॆष्ठॊ ििसष्ठः श्रेष्ठिागृिषः  

ऄल ंशॊकेन भर ंते राजपुत्र महायशः । 

प्राप्तकालं नरपतेः कुरु संयानमुत्तमम ्॥ 
Rishi Vasishtha, the best among speakers, said to Bharata, who was agonising in grief. 

“O Reputed Prince, enough with grieving. Perform the best Apara Kriyas for the emperor in time. 

May you be well.” 

ििसष्ठस्य िचः श्रुत्िा भरतॊ धारणां गतः । 

प्रेतकृत्यािन सिानिण कारयामास धमनिित् ॥ 

ये त्िियॊ नरेन्रस्य ह्यियागाराद्विहष्कृताः । 

ऊित्ििग्नभयानजकैश्चैि ते हूयन्ते यथािििध ॥ 

“Bharata, who knew Dharmas, acted on Vasishtha‟s instructions and, resuming mental balance, 

performed all Apara Kriyas.” 

“The Agnis maintained by Dasaratha were brought from his Agnisalas and Homa was performed 

in them by Ritviks and Dikshitas as per Sastras.”  

तथा हुताशनं हुत्िा जेपुस्तस्य तमृित्िजः ॥  (76-18) 

जगुश्च ते यथाशास्त्रं तत्र सामािन सामगाः ॥  (76-19) 

“Ritviks chanted mantras and performed Homam in those Agnis. Singers of Sama mantras sang 

them as per Sastras.” Thus Aahitagni Samskara was performed for Emperor Dasaratha by 

Bharata. 
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Led by Sri Vasishtha, Bharata and Satrughna, accompanied by mothers Kausalya, Sumitra and 

Kaikeyi and people of Ayodhya, met Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita at Chitrakoot. They conveyed 

to Sri Rama the news of the death of Dasaratha. Sri Rama and Lakshmana fell unconscious for a 

moment owing to grief. Ayodhya kandam, 102nd Sarga says that they then performed Tarpanam, 

Pindadanam etc. Sri Rama said to Lakshmana: 

अनयेङ्ग्गुह्लदि्पण्याकं चीरमाहर चॊत्तरम ्। 

जलह्लक्रयाथ ंतातस्य गिमष्यािम महात्मनः ॥  (102-21) 

सीता पुरस्ताद ्व्रजतु त्िमेनािभतॊ व्रज । 

ऄह ंपश्चाद्गिमष्यािम गितह्येषा सुदारुणा ॥          (102-22) 

िसिषचुस्तूदकं राजे्ञ तत एतद्भिित्िित ॥  (102-26) 

प्रगृह्यच महीपालो जलपूह्ऱरतमञ्जिलम् । 

ह्लदशं यामयािभमुखॊ रुदन्िचनमब्रिीत् ॥  (102-27) 

 

“I am going to the Mandakini river for performing Tarpanam to the high-souled father. Bring the 

upper dress of bark and bring also oil-cake of Ingudi. Let Sita go in front; you follow her; I shall 

come at the end. This is the order during Apara Kriya.” After the three took bath in Mandakini, they 

performed Tarpanam facing south, saying “May this Tarpanam reach Emperor Dasaratha.” 

Sri Rama, the king, raising his joined palms full of water and looking towards south and weeping, 

said:  

एतत्ते राजशादूनल ििमल ंतॊयमक्षयम्  

िपतृलॊकगतस्याद्य मद्दत्तमुपितष्ठतु ॥   (102-28) 

ततॊ मन्दाह्लकनीतीरात्प्रत्युत्तीयन स राघिः । 

िपतुश्चकार तेजस्िी िनिापं भ्रातृिभः सह ॥  (102-29) 

ऐङ्ग्गुद ंबदरीिमश्र ंिपण्याकं दभनसंस्तरे । 

न्यस्य रामः सुदःुखातॊ रुदन्िचनमब्रिीत् ॥  (102-30) 

आद ंभुङ्ग्क्षि महाराज प्रीतॊ यदशना ियम ्। 

यदन्ं पुरुषॊऽश्नाित तदन्ास्तस्य दिेताः ॥  (102-31) 

 

“O best among kings, may this pure water be inexhaustible for use by you, who are in Pitruloka. 

The radiant Sri Rama came out of the river to the bank and, accompanied by brothers, offered 

Pindas to his father. Sri Rama made an offering of oil-cake mixed with jujube fruit on darbha bed 

and said with grief: O Emperor, Whatever a man eats, the same is offered to Devatas, who accept 

it. We are offering you the oil-cake of Inguna, which we eat; please accept it happily.” Thus Sri 
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Rama, the very incarnation of Dharma, performed Antyeshti karma for his father Dasaratha as laid 

down in Sastras. 

 

In Yuddhakandam in Srimad Ramayanam, after killing of Ravana, Sri Rama instructs Vibhishana 

to perform Antya karmas for Ravana. 

मरणान्तािन िैरािण िनिृनत्त ंनः प्रयॊजनम ्। 

ह्लक्रयतामस्य संस्कारॊ ममाप्येष यथा ति ॥ 

“Enmity is only upto death; our action is completed. This Ravana is same for me as for you; let his 

Antyeshti be done.”  

Similarly in Aranya kandam, Sri Rama grants Moksha to Jatayu and himself performs Antya 

samskaras for Jatayu. He says: 

नाथं पतगलॊकस्य िचतामारॊपयामयहम् । 

आमं धक्षयिम सौिमत्र ेहत ंरौरणॆ रक्षसा ॥ 

यत्तत् प्रेतस्य मत्यनस्य कथयिन्त िद्वजातयः । 

तत् स्िगनगमनं तस्य िपत्र्यं रामॊ जजाप ह ॥ 

शास्त्रदषृ्टने िििधना जल ंगृधाय राघिौ । 

स्नात्िा तौ गृध्रराजाय ईदकं चक्रतुस्तदा ॥ 
 

“Lakshmana, I shall place this bird, killed by the cruel Rakshasa Ravana, on funeral pyre myself 

and cremate him.” 

“Sri Rama chanted the mantras, chanted by brahmanas during Pitru karmas for human bodies, 

mantras which would reach the jiva to Svarga.” 

“The two Raghavas, Rama and Lakshmana, took bath in river Godavari and offered Tarpanam to 

the eagle king Jatayu as prescribed in Sastras.” 

स गृध्रराजः कृतिान् यशस्करं सुदषु्करं कमन  रण ेिनपािततः । 

महर्मषकल्पपेन च संस्कृतस्तदा जगाम पुण्यां गितमात्मनः शुभाम् ॥ 
“Jatayu, who had fallen in the fight after performing an illustrious and very difficult act, attained to 

the lofty and meritorious state, after Uttarakriyas were performed by Sri Rama and Lakshmana in 

accordance with Kalpasutras of Maharishis (the sixth Vedanga).” 

 

Antyeshti is in practice for ages. By worshipping Pitrus as said in Sastras, we attain good health, 

long life, progeny, plenty and prosperity, strength, power, all types of wealth, high status in this 

world and the next etc. Our ancestors have enjoyed all this directly. Meanings of only some of the 
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mantras of Antyeshti karma used for giving Ahuti to Agni Bhagavan have been given here. This 

will enlighten people on the importance of the karmas and interest in performing them. The 

importance can be noted from the Dharma Sastra text, Smritimuktaphalam in Sraaddha kandam. 

 

Sri Vriddha Manu and Yagnavalkya have said: 

अिहतािियनथान्यायं दग्नधव्यिस्त्रिभरिििभः । 

ऄनािहताििरेकेन लौह्लककेनेतरे जनाः आितः ॥ 

Here the usage of the type of Agni is defined. “The cremation of Aahitagnis (Nityagnihotris) should 

be done with three Agnis as said in Sastras. Anaahitagnis, i.e. those who have not been 

performing Agnihotram should be cremated in Aupasanagni. The others should be cremated in 

Loukikagni.” 

 

Sri Vriddha Vasishtha has classified Agni in the following categories: 

 

1. Uttapanagni ईत्तपनािि 

दभनष्िह्ऴि समारॊप्य पुनदनभेष ुसंिस्थतः । 

पुनदनभन तृतीयेषु ििननरुत्तपनः स्मृतः ॥ 
 “Take three fistfuls of Darbhas. Introduce one in Agni. Introduce the second cluster in the Agni of 

the first. Show the third cluster in the Agni of the second. The Agni from this third cluster is called 

Uthapanagni.” In the case of male, whose wife is no more, and female, whose husband has 

expired, they should be cremated with this Uthapanagni. 

 

2. Tushagni तुषािि 

कपालमिौ िनिक्षप्य तपे्त चैि तुष ंिक्षपेत् । 

करीषं िा समुद्धभूतस्तुषे तु तुषपािकः ॥ 
 

“Put some husk of grain in a heated clay vessel (kapala) and generate Agni in the husk. This Agni 

is called Tushagni.” This is to be used in cremation of unmarried girl, and boy for whom 

upanayanam has not been done. 

 

3. Kapalagni कपालािि 
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याित् तप्तकपालेन केिलेनाििसंभिः । 

ताित् कपालसंभूतः पािकः पह्ऱरकह्ळर्मततः ॥ 
“After heating clay vessel (kapala) well, put some cow-dung cake pieces in it and generate Agni. It 

is called Kapalagni.” Cremation of brahmachari is to be done with this Agni. 

 

Bodhayana says: “Aahitagni should be cremated along with his yagna vessels in his Agnis; 

Grihastha in Aupasanagni; brahmachari in Kapalagni; others in Uthapanagni.” 

अिहताििमिििभदनहित यज्ञपात्रैश्च गृहस्थमौपासनाििना । 

ब्रह्मचाह्ऱरणं कपालाििना ऄन्यान् ईत्तपाििना ॥ 
Sastras declare that one who has deserted Agni should do „Vichinna Agni Sandhanam‟ while 

starting again. Maharishi Vishnu says: 

मृतायामिप भायानया ंिैह्लदकाह्ऴि न तु त्यजेत् । 

ईपािधनाऽिप तत् कमन यािज्जीि ंसमाचरेत् ॥ 
“Vaidikagni should not be abandoned even if wife expires. The Agni karma should be performed 

throughout one‟s life with Prakriti at least.” (Elders say that the conduct of the virtuous and 

practice prevalent in a particular place should be followed.) 

 

Meanings of some of the Veda mantras chanted while giving Ahuti (offering) of Purusha (dead 

body) to Agni are given below for the purpose of generating interest in Agni Upasana. 

1. May this Havis of Purushahuti be to Agni Bhagavan, who fulfils the karmas performed earlier 

and being performed now. 

2. O Agni, go on a good path avoiding the two dogs of Yama, as they are obstacles in the path of 

the jiva. They keep watch over the dog called „Sarameya‟. Give this body to them. 

 

During Asthi Sanchayanam (collection of bones) 

3. O Corpse, the Agni which we created by churning (sticks) during Pasubandham (yaga) and 

which we used for preparing you, we put off with milk and water. 

4. O Agni, now that you have cremated the dead body, you may please return. 

5. O Agni, the body, which was offered on the pyre as Ahuti with mantras, is moving about with 

the water and Pindam offered with chant of „Svadha‟. Please send that jiva to Pitruloka. O Agni, 

may that jiva unite with a body and enjoy the rest of the pleasures with long life. 

 

Prayer to Agni in Tenth day Homas 
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6. O Agni, man did not commit any cruel act for your satisfaction. O Agni, please burn so as to 

destroy our sins. Please purify our wealth. Burn so as to remove sins again. May this good Ahuti 

be for Mrityu Deva for that purpose. 

7. O Agni, you are associated with barley (yava). Please remove our sins and enemies. 

8. O Agni, may we, who praise you specially, beget good progeny. 

9. O Agni, for our welfare, you cross miseries and reach us beyond suffering. Just as we are led to 

cross the ocean here in a boat, please lead us across the ocean of sorrow. Shine so as to remove 

our sins. 
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18.  Gnanagni – Splendour of Great persons who perform Gnanayagna 

The ancient text named Sarva Vedanta Sara Sangraham says: 

समारािधतिचद्वह्ऴनन िबमबानन्दामृतािभधम् । 

सॊमं पीत्िात्मयाजी सन्ब्राह्मणॊ मॊक्षिान्भिॆत् ॥ 
“Brahmana, who possesses Agni of Consciousness, which he has worshipped well, and who 

performs yagna in Atma, drinks Soma juice called Bliss of (presence) of Atma in himself and 

attains Moksha.” 

इश्वराह्लद-ििराडान्तं ििस्तारप्रस्तरं बुधः । 

अत्मािौ जुहुयादात्मििद्या पूणानहुितञ्चरेत् ॥ 
“The wise Atma Dikshita should perform Ahuti of the complete creation from Iswara to Virat 

Purusha, and Purnahuti of Atmavidya.” 

ब्राह्मणस्तपसा दीप्तॊ महान्तं यत्नमािस्थतः । 

आष्ट्िेहज्ञानयजे्ञन रमते मुितरमबया ॥ 
“The Atmayaji brahmana, shining with the tapas of Self-enquiry, and performing Gnanayagna with 

great efforts, enjoys the Bliss with the Apsara Rambha called Mukti.” 

शरीरयज्ञशालान्ता ंप्रदहदे ्झानििननना । 

प्रारब्धदीनििप्राय दद्याद्वादीरधीमुनिनः ॥ 
“The courageous Atmayaji should burn the yagnasala of body with Gnanagni, or give it away to 

the poor brahmana called Prarabdha.” 

 

In Srimad Bhagavadgita, Bhagavan Krishna teaches Arjuna about the greatness of Atmagnani. 

There he refers to the Gnana of Atmagnanis, who are Jivanmuktas, as Gnanagni. Refer to chapter 

4, Gnanakarma Sanyasayoga, where he uses the terms Gnanayagna and Gnanagni. 

यस्य सि ेसमारमभाः कामसङ्ग्कल्पपिर्मजताः । 

ज्ञानाििदग्नधकमानणं तमाहुः पिण्डतं बुधाः ॥   19 

“The wise call him a sage, whose undertakings are all devoid of desires and purposes, and whose 

actions have been burnt in Gnanagni.” 

गतसङ्ग्गस्य मुतस्य ज्ञानाििस्थतचेतसः । 

यज्ञायाचरतःकमन समरं प्रििलीयते ॥    23 

“In case of one, who is devoid of attachment, who is liberated, whose mind is established in 

Gnana, and who performs his duty as yagna, all his actions are dissolved.” 

ब्रह्मापनणम् ब्रह्महिि-ब्रनह्मािौ ब्रह्मणा हुतम् । 

ब्रहै्मि तेन गन्तवं्य ब्रह्मकमनसमािधना ॥   24 
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“Brahman is the act of oblation; Brahman is the Havis of ghee etc.; by Brahman is the Havis 

poured into the Agni of Brahman. Brahman shall be verily reached by him who always sees 

Brahman in all actions.” 

दिैमेिापरे यजं्ञ यॊिगनः पयुनपासत े। 

ब्रह्मािािपरे यजं्ञ यजे्ञनैिॊपजुनिित ॥   25 

श्रॊत्रादीनीिन्रयाण्यन्ये संयमाििषु जुनिित । 

शब्ददीिन्िषयानन्य आिन्रयाििषु जुनिित ॥   26 

सिानणीिन्रयकमानिण प्राणकमानिण चपरे । 

अत्मसंयमयॊगािौ जुनिित ज्ञानदीिपते ॥   27 

“Some yogis perform yagas to Devas. Some others offer Homam of Atma by Atma in the Agni of 

Brahman.” 

“Some offer hearing and other senses as Homam in the Agni of restraint. Some others perform 

Homam of sound and other objects of sense in the Agni of senses.” 

“Others offer Homam of all activities of senses and vital breath energy in the Agni of yoga of 

sublimation of mind in Atma, the Agni shining with brilliance of Gnana.” 

रव्ययज्ञास्तपॊयज्ञा यॊगयज्ञास्तथा परे । 

स्िाध्याय ज्ञानयज्ञाश्च यतयः संिशतव्रताः  ॥   28 

 “Others offer wealth, austerity and yoga as Havis, while the ascetics of self-restraint and firm 

vows offer study of scriptures and Gnana as Havis.” 

ऄपाने जुनिित प्राण ंप्राणेऽपानं तथापरे । 

प्राणापानगती रुद्धध्िा प्राणायामपरायणाः ।।  29 

ऄपरे िनयताहाराः प्राणान्प्राणेष ुजुनिित । 

सिेऽप्येते यज्ञििदॊ यज्ञक्षिपतकल्पमषाः ॥   30 

 “Others offer as Havis the outgoing breath in the incoming, and the incoming breath in the 

outgoing, restraining the courses of the outgoing and incoming breaths, solely absorbed in the 

restraint of breath.” 

“Others, with well-regulated diet, offer vital airs in the Vital Air. All these are knowers of yagna, 

whose sins are destroyed by yagna.” 

People have to perform different types of yagas depending on their innate attitude. Performing 

yaga is the only appropriate means of release from the sin of shackles of samsara. 

यज्ञिशष्टामृतभुजॊ यािन्त ब्रह्मसनातनम् । 

नायं लॊकॊऽस्त्ययज्ञस्य कुतॊऽन्यः कुरुसत्तम ॥  31 

एि ंबहुििधा यज्ञा िितता ब्रह्मणॊ मुख े। 



Page 98 of 117 
 

कमनजािन्ििद्ध तान्सिाननेिं ज्ञात्िा ििमॊक्षयसे ॥  32 

 “O best of Kurus, Arjuna, those who partake of the remnants of yagna as Amrita attain to the 

eternal Brahman. For those who do not perform yagna, even this world is not available (for 

enjoyment), how then the other world?” 

 “Thus many types of yagnas are described in Veda. Knowing them all as born of karma, you shall 

be liberated.” 

All naturally occurring karmas can be transformed into yagna. One who does so has realised the 

true principle of Veda. Though karma tends to bind man, the same karma, by being converted into 

yaga (performing karma without desire for fruit and dedicating it to Bhagavan), will bestow 

Moksha. 

श्रॆयान्रव्यमयाद्यझाज्ज्ञानयज्ञः परंतप । 

सि ंकमानिखल ंपाथन ज्ञाने पह्ऱरसमाप्यते ॥   33 

यज्ञदानतपः कमन न त्याज्य ंकायनमेि तत् । 

यज्ञो दानं तपश्चैि पािनािन मनीिषणाम् ॥   (18-5) 

शमॊ दमस्तपः शौचं क्षािन्तराजनिमेि च । 

ज्ञानं ििज्ञानमािस्तक्तयं ब्रह्मकमन स्िभािजम ्॥  (18-42) 

 

“Gnana-yagna is superior to yagna where materials are offered as Havis. Partha, all karmas in 

their entirety culminate in Gnana.” 

“Yagna, charity and austerity should not be abandoned, but should be performed. Yagna, charity 

and austerity are the purifiers of the wise.” 

“Control of mind, control of sense organs, austerity, purity, forgiveness, straightforwardness, 

knowledge of Sastras, Self-experience of Gnana and faith in Bhagavan are the actions of 

brahmanas, born of their innate nature.” 

स्ि ॆस्ि ेकमनण्यिभरतः संिसह्ऴद्ध लभते नरः । 

स्िकमनिनरतः िसह्ऴद्ध यथा ििन्दित तछछृणु ॥           (18-45) 

यतः प्रिृित्तभूनताना ंयॆन सिनिमद ंततम् । 

स्िकमनणा तमभ्यछयन िसह्ऴद्ध ििन्दित मानिः ॥  (1 8-46) 

श्रेयान्स्िधमान ििगुणः परधमानत्स्िनुिष्ठतात् ।  

स्िभाििनयतं कमन कुिनन्ाप्नॊित ह्लकिल्पबषम ्॥   (18-47) 

 “Devoted, each to his own karmas, man attains perfection. How, engaged in his own duty, he 

attains perfection, listen, Arjuna.” 
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“From whom is the evolution of all beings, by whom all this is pervaded, worshipping him with 

one‟s own karma, man attains perfection.” 

“Better is one‟s own duty though devoid of merits, than the duty of another well-performed. He, 

who does the duty ordained by his own nature, incurs no sin.” 

बुद्धध्या ििशुद्धया युतॊ धृत्यात्मानं िनयमय च ।  (18-51) 

The purified intellect is devoid of doubts and confusion. Pure intellect results only from 

performance of karmas ordained by Bhagavan with dedication to Bhagavan and no desire for 

fruits; this is Bhagavan‟s teaching. 

 

In Mahabharata in Santi Parva in the chapter on Moksha dharma, Sri Vishnu Divya Anusmriti 

Stotram has been told. When Maharishi Satanika asks Maharishi Sounaka regarding the qualities 

of thinking of Bhagavan, Sri Sounaka recalled Sri Bhishma Pitamaha‟s teaching to Emperor 

Yudhishthira of Anusmriti Stotram taught by Sri Mahavishnu to Maharishi Narada. In that stotram 

Bhagavan is praised: 

ऄनुस्मृित स्तॊत्र रत्नम ्

यॊगािास नमस्तुभ्यं सिानिास िरप्रद । 

यज्ञगभन िहरण्याङ्ग्ग पञ्चयज्ञ नमॊस्तु ते ॥   30  

Here Bhagavan is praised as Yagnagarbha (one who created yagnas) and Panchayagna (Lord of 

five yagnas) associating him with Agni Upasana through yagnas. 

एकािन्तनॊ िह िनद्वनन्द्वा िनराशीः कमनकाह्ऱरणः  । 

ज्ञानाििदग्नधकमानणस्त्िां ििशिन्त िििनिश्चताः ॥  47 

“Those, who perform karmas while they are alone, beyond the pairs of opposites, free from 

expectations, and whose karmas are burnt in the fire of Gnana, enter into you with determination.” 

Here we find the term „Gnanagni‟ used in Srimad Bhagavadgita by Sri Krishna in chapter 4 in 

verse 19. Sri Mahavishnu then teaches Maharishi Narada: 

ऄभ्यचनयन् िपत्तॄन ्दिेान् पठन् जुनिन् बह्ऴल ददत् । 

ज्िलन्ह्ऴि स्मरेद्यॊ मां स याित परमां गितम् ॥  76 

यज्ञो दानं तपश्चैि पािनािन मनीिषणाम् । 

यजं्ञ दानं तपस्तस्मात्कुयानदाशीर्मििर्मजतः ॥   77 

नम आत्येि यॊ बूयान्मद्भतः श्रद्धयािन्ितः ।   78 

तस्याक्षयॊ भिेल्पलोकः श्वपाकस्यािप नारद । 

ह्शक पुनयो यजन्ते मां साधका िििधपूिनकम ्॥   79 
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Bhagavan asserts that those, who perform the five great yagnas as per rules laid down by 

Maharishis in the Prayogas of their Sutras, merge themselves in „Gnanagni‟ and attain the 

supreme state of Jivanmukti. All karmas right from birth upto death are Agni Upasana only. 
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19.  Some Special Notes on Agni Upasana 

 

Various Names of Agni 

Agni has the duty to convey the Homas we perform in it as per Vedic principles, to the respective 

Devas. Srutis therefore call Agni by the name of Havyavahana. The Havis we offer to Pitru 

Devatas is called Kavya. As Agni conveys the Sraadha and Pitru related Havis in subtle form to 

Pitrus, he is called Kavyavahana. 

 

If a word denotes a thing, it will certainly refer to the special feature of that thing. As Agni carries 

forward, he is called Agni. As he conveys Havirbhaga to Devas, he is Vahni. As he burns all, he 

is Dahana. As he is not satisfied with any amount of offering and devours everything, he is Anala 

(Alam means enough; Anala means not enough). Saradatilakam, the Mantrasastra text assigns 

eight types of names to Agni (21-47): 

जातिेदाः सप्तिजनिॊ हव्यिाहनसंज्ञकः । 

ऄश्वॊदरजसंज्ञोऽन्यः पुनिैश्वानरानियः । 

कौमारतेजाः स्यािद्वश्वमुखॊ दिेमुखः स्मृतः ॥ 
 

The eight names are: 1.Jatavedas  2.Saptajihva  3.Havyavahana  4.Asvodaraja  5.Vaisvanara  

6.Koumarateja  7.Visvamukha  8.Devamukha.  He is also called Svahapathi. 

The Agnis worshipped by Grihasthas daily are:  1.Dakshinagni  2.Garhapatyagni  3.Ahavaniyagni  

4.Sabyam  5.Aavasatyam  6.Vaisvanaragni  7.Vaisvadevagni  8.Aupasanagni. 

Saradatilakam gives yet another 10-12 names of Agni: 

ते जातिेदसः सि ेकल्पमाषः कुसुमस्तथा । 

दहनः शॊषणशै्चि तपनश्च महाबलाः ॥ 

िपठरः पतगः स्िणनस्त्िगाधॊ भ्राज एि च ॥ 
1.Jatavedas  2.Kalmasha  3.Kusuma  4.Dahana  5.Soshana  6.Tapana  7.Mahabala  8.Pithara  

9.Pataga  10.Svarna  11.Agadha  12.Bhraja. 

जृमभकॊ दीपकश्चैि ििभ्रमभ्रमशॊभनाः । 

अिस्थ्याहिनीयौ च दिक्षणाििस्तथैि च ॥ 

ऄन्िाहायो गाहनपत्य आत्येि दश िननयः । 
1.Jrumbhaka  2.Dipaka  3.Vibhrama  4.Bhrama 5.Sobhana  6.Aavasthya  7.Aahavaniya  

8.Dakshinagni  9.Anvaharya  10.Garhapatya. 
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Srimad Bhagavatham, 5th Skandha tells us that the names of the ten sons of Emperor Priyavrata 

were all Agni‟s names: 

अििधे्रध्मिजनियज्ञबाहुमहािीर िहरण्यरेतॊघृतपृष्ठ । 

सिनमेधाितिथिीितहॊत्रकिय आित सिन एिाििनामानः ॥ 
1.Aagnidhra  2.Idhmajihva  3.Yagnabahu  4.Mahavira  5.Hiranyareta  6.Ghritaprishtha  7.Savana  

8.Medhaatithi  9.Vitihotra  10.Kavaya. 

 

In Sri Devi Mahatmyam Sri Devi is praised as being of the form of Svaha, Svadha and 

Vashatkara: 

त्िं स्िाहा त्िं स्िधा त्िं िह िषट्कारस्िराित्मका । 
 

Notes on Agni Upasana 

In the book on abridged Dharma Sastra, in Varnasrama Dharma kandam, the following notes on 

Agni Upasana have been given: 

1. If one‟s father and elder brother are not performing Agnihotram, he has no right to perform the 

same. If elder brother permits, he can do it. But if father is not performing, even if he permits, he 

cannot do it. 

2. Aupasanam should be done in the morning and evening after performing Sandhyavandanam. 

Yajamana Grihastha should worship Agni with Yava (barley) or rice. 

3. If Yajamana Grihastha is unable to perform, his son, brother, Guru, nephew, son-in-law or 

disciple may do Agni Upasana on his behalf. 

4. Wife can do Agni Upasana without mantra; only kriyas to be done by her. 

5. Agni should not be merged with another Agni. 

6. Agni should not be put out with water or by blowing air with mouth. Agni can be made to blaze 

with blowpipe. 

7. Aupasanam done after Sunrise is called Udita Homam; if it is done before Sunrise it is Anuditha 

Homam. It should be performed as per the Sutra of the Sakha to which the karta belongs. 

8. A. Rites to be performed in Aupasanagni: 

    1.Seemantham  2.Punarudvaham  3.Pumsavanam  4.Nityahomam  5.Vaisvadevam  

    6.Masika Sraadham  7. Ashtaka  8.Parvana Sraadham  9.Isanabali  10.Sarpabali 

    11.Kushmandahomam 

    B. Rites to be performed in Loukika Agni: 

    1.Choulam  2.Jatakarma  3.Godanam  4.Snanam  5.Upanayanam  6.Vratas  7.Lajahomam  
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    8.Samitkaryam. 

9. Feet should not be dried in Agni. 

10. Agni should not be kept on earth. 

11. One should not cross Agni. 

12. Homa should not be performed in Agni which has smoke. 

13. Agni should not be made to blaze using hand, face, hand fan, winnowing basket, leaf and 

wooden stick. 

14. Homa should be done in Agni with good flames caused by many wood pieces, and no smoke. 

15. After doing Homa in Agni with smoke, it should not be made to blaze. 

16. While doing Homa in Agni, the material offered should be touched with left hand. 

17. Cow‟s ghee is good for Homa; if unavailable, buffalo‟s ghee may be used. 

 

Samiths for Homam 

1.Palasa (Purasu)  2.Khadira (Karungali)  3.Asvatha (Arasu)  4.Sami (Vanni)  5.Udumbara (Athi) 

6.Apamarga (Nayuruvi)  7.Arka (Erukku)  8.Aruhu  9.Darbha   

 

Prayer to be chanted while gathering Samith: 

सिमधःपािनाः पूज्याः चमनयुताः परात्पराः । 

युष्मान् हरािम होमाथ ंऄस्मान् रक्षत सिनदा ॥ 
 

Samith should be with skin, of proper shape, of same dimensions, dried from green state, similar 

to one another, of the girth of index finger, unbroken, not with two branches, not tainted by worms 

etc., with green leaves, and strong. 

For Sroutha karma, Samith should be 10 to 12 inches long, twice that for Idhmam and thrice that 

for Paridhi. For Smartha karma, Idhmam should be 5 inches and Paridhi should be 10 inches long. 

 

The limbs of Agni are said to be:  

Where Agni is thick: Ear;               Smoke:   Nose;                     Small flame:    Eye;       

With heavy ash:   Head;                   With flame:     Tongue. 

Homa performed in flame of blue colour in Agni with light ashes is equal to Homa for Brahman. 

 

Pleasure of Devas 
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The divine face of Agni Bhagavan is that part of Agni where the flames have subdued to a minor 

presence; Homam done there pleases Devas. 

Where Agni blazes with flames on all four sides, Agni is of the form of Visvedevas; Visvedevas are 

pleased with Homa there. 

Where Agni shines with good red flames, he is of the form of Indra; Indra is pleased with Homa 

there. 

Where the wood is red with fire, Homa in that place pleases Prajapathi. 

By performing Homa in specified forms of Agni, Vasus, Rudras, Adityas, Visvedevas, Indra, 

Prajapathi and Bhagavan are all satisfied. 

 

Agni‟s Seven Tongues 

सुिणान ऄनकारता कृष्णाशै्चि तु सुप्रभा । 

ऄितरता बहुरूपा च सप्तिजनिाः प्रकह्ळर्मतताः ॥ 
 

Name of Agni Place of Ahuti Karmas 
1. Suvarna West Marriage 
2. Anaka Centre Yagas 
3. Rakta North Upanayanam 
4. Krishna South Pitrukaryas 
5. Suprabha East Kamya Karmas 
6. Atirakta Southeast (Agni corner) Santhi karmas 
7. Bahurupa Northeast (Isana corner) Karmas related to Enemy 
 

Mundakopanishad gives the following names for the seven tongues of Agni: 

काली कराली च मनॊजिा च सुलॊिहता या च सुधूम्रिणान ।। 

स्पुिलिङ्ग्गनी ििश्वरुची च दिेी लेलायमाना आित सप्तिजनिाः ॥ 

1.Kali Karali   2.Manojava sulohita   3.Sudhumravarna    4.Sphulingini 

5.Visvaruchi   6.Devi    7.Lelayamana. 

 

Agni‟s names are listed thus in Namalinganusasanam, also called Amara Kosam: 

ऄिििैश्वानरो ििननिीितहॊत्रॊ धनञ्जयः ।   105  

कृपीियॊिनज्िनलनॊ जातिेदास्तनूनपात् ॥   106 

बर्महः शषु्मा कृष्णित्मान शॊिचश्कॆश ईषबुनधः ।  107 

अश्रयाशॊ बृहद्भानुः कृशानुः पािकॊऽनलः ॥   108 

रॊिहताश्वॊ िायुसखः िशखािानाशुशुक्षिणः ।   109 
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िहरण्यरॆता हुतभुग्नदहनॊ हव्यिाहनः ॥   110 

सप्तार्मचदनमुनाः शुक्रिश्चत्रभानुर्मिभािसुः ।   111 

शुिचरिप्पत्तमौिनस्तु िाडिॊ िडिानलः ।   112 

िननॆद्वनयॊजानलकह्ळलािर्मचहिॆतः िशखा िस्त्रयाम ्॥  113 

ित्रषु स्फुिलङ्ग्गॊऽििकणः संतापः संज्िरः समौ ॥  114  

 

1. Agni – Having tongues of fire growing upwards or in bent form. 

2. Vaisvanara – Son of Muni Visvanara. 

3. Vahni – Carries Ahutis offered in Yagas for Devas. 

4. Vitihotra – Acceptor of Ahutis of various foods. 

5. Dhananjaya – Wins wealth and gives to worshippers. 

6. Krupitayoni – Place of origin of water. 

7. Jvalana – Agni having flames. 

8. Jatavedas – Grants sense of feeling. 

9. Tanunapat – Does not protect wood, which forms his body. 

10. Barhi – Grows with Darbhas. 

11. Sushma – Dries up. 

12. Krishnavartma – Leaves a black trail wherever he goes. 

13. Sochishkesa – Has flames as hair on head. 

14. Usharbudha – Appears in Yaga altars in morning when Dikshitas and worshippers  

                             offer Ahutis. 

15. Aasrayaasa – Consumes his own foundation. 

16. Brihadbhanu – Has large rays. 

17. Krisanu – Grows from a small spark, or Agni who thins down by burning. 

18. Pavaka – Purifier. 

19. Anala – Never says „enough‟; Agni who always needs more and more Ahutis. 

20. Rohitasva – Agni whose vehice is red horse; or deer. 

21. Vayusakha – Agni whose friend is Vayu. 

22. Sikhavan – Has tuft of hair of flames of fire. 

23. Aasusukshani – Dries up fast. 

24. Hiranyareta – Melts gold and gives out as molten liquid. 

25. Hutabhuk – Consumer of Ahutis. 
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26. Dahana – Burns everything. 

27. Havyavahana – Receives Ahutis and conveys them to Devas. 

28. Saptarchi – Has seven types of rays: 1.black/ ash coloured (in peaceful time)    2.hot (not soft)    

                        3.spreads faster than mind    4.has also good red colour    5.of colour of smoke 

                        6.flies as sparks    7.spreads everywhere. 

29. Damuna – Depresses all (those who take refuge in him). 

30. Sukra – Gives sorrow; or Shines. 

31. Chitrabhanu – Has rays of different colours. 

32. Vibhavasu – Has wealth of shine. 

33. Suchi – Pure; or makes people sad. 

34. Appittam – Drier of water. 

 

Further names of Agni: 

35. Ourva – Agni produced by Mahamuni Urva in the middle of the sea. As the sea water  

                    increases, Agni dries up correspondingly more. 

36. Badava 

37. Badavanala – Badava is mare (female horse). Agni is in her face. At Devas‟ prayer Siva 

                             calmed and made his anger into a mare and drowned it in the sea and asked 

                             her to have sea as food; so says Kalika Purana. 

38. Jvala – the flame of fire. 

39. Kila – stops little moths from approaching him. 

40. Archi – Fit to be worshipped. 

41. Hethi – Touches those who approach him. 

42. Sikha – Tuft of Agni. 

43. Sphulinga – Spark f fire. 

44. Agnikana – Particle of fire. 

45. Santapa – Heats up nearby materials. 

46. Sanjvara – Troubles the body much. 

47. Ulka – Fire-torch. 

By merely knowing the various names of Agni, mind gets a kind of Samskara of peace. 

In Chandogya Upanishad, chapter 2, kandam 12, mantra 2 (rik): 

न प्रत्यङ्ग्ङाििमाचामेन् िनष्ठीिेतत् व्रतम ्॥ 
Sri Sankaracharya‟s commentary for this is: 
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न प्रत्य्चङ्ग्ङरेरिभमुखॊ नाचामेन् भक्षयेित्किञ्चन् । 

िनिष्ठिेच् श्लेष्मिनरसनं च न कुयानत् तद ्व्रतम ्॥  (2-12-2) 

Chandogya Upanishad mentions certain rules to be observed in Agni upasana: doing 

achamanam, eating, blowing the nose, spitting phlegm etc. in front of Agni Bhagavan should not 

be done. 

 

Agni Bhagavan lives in our tongue. That is why there is driness of mouth when we talk for long. 

When we drink water, also born of Agni, the tongue returns to normalcy. This is our everyday 

experience. Sometimes people talk without any control over words in times of anger and come to 

grief. Tiruvalluvar says that the wound caused by fire will be cured, but the mark of wound left by 

words from tongue will never be cured. 

 

In Srimad Bhagavatham, skandha 1, chapter 18, Emperor Parikshit reached the asram of 

Maharishi Samika to quench his thirst. The Maharishi was in deep meditation of Bhagavan at that 

time. Parikshit thought that the Maharishi disregarded him and threw a dead snake around his 

neck and returned to his palace. The Maharishi‟s son Sringi, on coming to know of this, cursed the 

offender by his power of brahmacharya tapas. His words, uttered after touching the water of river 

Kausiki, were let out like Vajrayudha. 

कौिशक्तयाय ईपस्पृश्य िाग्निजं्र ििससजन ह ॥   (1.18.36) 

Great people talk less and remain in silence. 

 

In the commentary of Kalpavalli of Prayoga Chintamani, three Mudras are mentioned as Homa 

mudras. They are Mrigi, Hamsi and Sookari. Mrigi mudra is used in Homa of ghee or til; Hamsi in 

Homa of Samit; Sookari (or Varahi) mudra in Homa of Charu. 

When all fingers are joined together, it is Sookari mudra; joining all fingers except the small finger 

is Hamsi; joining the three fingers other than the small and index fingers is Mrigi mudra. 

 

Some government servants about to retire are obliged to go for training in pursuit of the 

instructions of their superiors. They cannot avoid training simply because they are anyway about 

to retire in a few days; they have to undego training compulsorily. Similarly we should obey the 

instructions of Veda Matha, who is compassionate and intent on our welfare, and perform 

svadharma rites properly. All should try to learn their respective Sutra Prayogas (procedures for 

rites). Importantly, Sandhyavandanam thrice a day, Samidadhanam if brahmacharis, and 
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Aupasanam and Vaisvadevam if grihasthas should be learnt and performed; Sri Acharyas are 

pleased with this. Many in Chennai even today perform these rituals without fail even while 

attending office. They collect materials for Homam religiously. Cowdung cakes etc. required by 

them are supplied as required by: 

Nityagnihotri Vajapeyayaji Kalancheri Brahmasri Lakshmi Venkataramana Dikshitar,  

Vedasastra Gurukulam, Soliappan Street, 4th Paditturai, Kumbakonam – 612001. 

Tel: 0435-2424135, 2403999, 9842442413, 9443188245. 

As instructed by Sri Kanchi Acharyas, he supplies materials and motivates many to perform 

Svadharma rites. Everyone should utilise this opportunity and fulfil the aim of the brahmana birth. 

 

Jagadguru Sri Kanchi Acharya‟s Discourse 

Shall we find out how our ancestors spent time? Sri Adi Sankaracharya says in his Durvasana 

Pratikaram: 

प्रातिैह्लदक कमनतस्तदनुसद-्िेदान्तसंिचन्तया  

 पश्चाद-्भारतमॊक्षधमन-मननात् िािसष्ठ-रामायणात् । 

सायं भागिताथन-ह्लदव्यकथया रात्रौ िनह्लदध्यासनात् 

 कालॊ गछछित नः शरीरमरण ंप्रारब्धकण्ठार्मपतम् ॥ 
They perform Vedic karmas in the morning; study and listen to Sri Sankara Bhashyas of 

Prasthana Traya Granthas with deep thoughts on Vedanta. (Prasthana Traya Granthas are Ten 

Upanishads, Srimad Bhagavad Gita and Brahmasutras). They then read Moksha Dharma Parva 

in Mahabharatam and Yoga Vasishtam (which contains essence of Vedanta and Upanishads 

taught by Maharishi Vasishtha to Sri Rama).  They would read at least five sargas of each of 

these texts. They then perform rites of midday including Vaisvadeva and take food. After some 

rest, they take bath and perform Vedic rites in the evening. This is followed by giving or listening to 

discourses on Puranas like Srimad Bhagavatham containing Bhagavan‟s lilas and qualities. They 

thus organise their lives in a divine manner till the body caused by Prarabdha karma drops. 

 

People should perform svadharma rites as far as possible while in service, and proper Grihya 

karmas after retirement instead of looking for another job, by handing over household 

responsibilities to the next generation. In this way their future generations will attain great benefit. 

Family members should all extend full cooperation in this. 
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20.  „Santhi Vilasam‟ by Sri Nilakantha Dikshitar (Yatiswara) 

 

Let us look at some of the slokas from the book „Sri Santhi Vilasam‟ by Advaita Vidyacharya, Kavi 

Sahridaya Brahmasri Nilakantha Dikshitar (Sri Nilakantha Yatiswara, Palamadai Adhishthanam, 

Tirunelveli), grandson of the younger brother of the famed Padavakya Pramana Paravara, 

Sarvatantra Svatantra, Advaita Vidyacharya, Apta Vajapeyayaji Brahmasrimad Appayya Dikshitar. 

This book was written about 300 years ago. If we study all the slokas in that book, devotion to 

Bhagavan as well as interest in performing Svadharma rites will well up in us. 

नानॊपायैर्ददिश धनन्यजनियत्िा व्यियत्िा 

 समयक् संपाह्लदत-िमदमहॊ स्थौल्पयमेकं शरीरे । 

श्रुत्िा श्रुत्िा बहुजनमुखाद-्अयुषैतािताऽिप 

 प्रासं दशानििध-ितिमरिद-्गाढमज्ञानमेकम ्॥  13 

“Having earned wealth by many means from many directions and spent it also, what we have 

attained quite well is the stoutness of this body alone, o Bhagavan! Having heard frequently all 

these years from many people many matters of Sastras (like the greatness of Dharma and the 

transience of the body), what we have attained is the dense Agnana (ignorance) enveloping us 

like the darkness growing upto Amavasya.” 

 

कृछराल्पलब्ध ंधनमिप शतांशािधकप्रािप्त लॊभात् 

पत्र ेह्लकिञ्चिल्पलिखत-मुपलभ्यैि सि ंत्यजामः ।  

शास्त्रैः िसद्ध ॆबहुशतगुणािधक्तयलाभ ॆपरत्र 

 व्यथानशङ्ग्काकलुषमनसॊ नॊत्सृजामॊऽथनलेशम ्॥ 19 

 “Driven by the avarice of earning interest higher than one percent, we give away all the wealth 

earned with great effort in exchange of a piece of paper on which something is written. We do not 

give even a small amount of wealth for dharma for which Sastras promise benefit many hundreds 

of times in the next world, as we have minds tainted by fruitless suspicions. What foolishness!” 

 

कॊ नु व्यासः क आि स मनुः कॊन्िसौ याज्ञिल्पक्तयो 

यैरुद्धघुष्ट ंिहतमसकृदस्मास ुिपत्रेि पुत्रे  । 

पश्याम-स्तािन्रुपािध-कृपासागरा-ल्पलॊकिन्धून ्

पश्यामॊऽस्मा-िन्रििधतमः क्षमाधारान्ब्रह्मबन्धून् ॥  24 
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“Who is Vyasa, Manu and this Yagnavalkya; by these unmotivated oceans of compassion and 

friends of the world, Sastra has been explained in many ways for our wellbeing, like a father would 

advise a son. But, look at us, who are unparalleled in lack of discrimination and conduct; we are 

the lowest brahmanas.” 

 

सिाननथनप्रथमकरण ेसिनभािैर्मजहास्ये 

दहे ेमॊहॊ यह्लद पह्ऱरणतः पॊषणीयॊ मयेित । 

अस्तामेिं िपुह्ऱरदिमिागािम चास्माकमेिे- 

त्यॆषाऽप्यास्तां मितह्ऱरित परं धमनशास्त्रॆष ुघॊषः ॥  25 

 “If you think in ignorance that this body, the cause of all troubles, and detestable in all respects, is 

indeed to be nourished, you should consider the bodies to be acquired in future also as yours and 

that it is necessary to nourish them too. Dharmasastras declare that in order to nourish the future 

bodies it is essential to perform acts of dharma right now.” 

 

साध्या शंभॊः मथमिप दयेत्यप्यसाध्यॊपदशेः 

 कॊप ंतस्य प्रथममपनुद्यैि साध्यः प्रसादः । 

कॊपॊ िणानश्रम-िनयिमताचार-िनलनङ्ग्घनॊत्थः 

 शाह्ऴन्त नेयः सकथमधुनाऽप्यव्यिस्थाप्रिृत्तैः ॥ 42 

“It is futile to advise that Bhagavan‟s grace should somehow be earned. We are totally unfit to 

receive his grace, as we have incurred his wrath by transgressing the dharmas of varna and 

asrama and committing evils. We can expect Bhagavan‟s grace only after removing this 

deficiency. As we are bent upon transgressing even now the rules of varna and asrama, how can 

we expect to overcome his wrath?” 

 

ह्लदष्या लब्ध ंिद्वजिरकुल ेजन्म तत्रािप ह्लदष्या 

धमानधमन-िस्थित-रिगतैि प्रसादाद्धगुरूणाम् । 

जन्मन्यिस्मन्िप यह्लद न मे संभिेदािस्तकत्िं 

िनस्तारः ह्शक िनरयभिनात् सिनमॊक्षेऽिप लभ्यः ॥  47 

 “We have been fortunate to get the birth of brahmana. We have also been fortunate to know the 

distinction between dharma and adharma through the grace of Gurus. If we do not develop faith in 

the next world even in this fortunate circumstance, how can we be rescued from naraka even 

when all jivas are granted Moksha?” 
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नाह ंयाचे पद-ंईडुपतेर्-नािधकारं मघोनो 

नािप ब्राह्मीं भुिनगुरुता ंका कथाऽन्यप्रपञे्च । 

ऄन्यस्यान्यः िश्रय-ंऄिभलषन्स्तु कस्तस्य लोको 

महं्य शमभो ह्लदशमसृिणतं मामकानन्दमेि ॥                      49 
 “I do not seek the positions of Chandra, Indra, Brahma and other leaders of the worlds, not to 

speak of other minor positions. Will one, who desires another‟s position and wealth, attain good 

state? What I seek is my own true state of bliss. Sambhu, please grant me.” 

 

स्िािमन् गौरीरमण शरणं नस्त्िमेि त्िमेि  
“O Lord, Consort of Gowri, you alone, you alone are my refuge.” 
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21.  Rigveda Agni Ashtottara Satanamavali 

 

Rigveda Agni Ashtottara Satanamavali compiled by Gokarna Brahmasri Samba Dikshitar: 

॥ ऄग्नन्ॆः ऄष्टॊत्तर शतनामाििलः ॥ 

ऒं ऄजाय नमः 

ऒं ऄजराय नमः  १-५८-२ 

ऒं ऄिजराय नमः  ७-११-२ 

ऒं ऄजुयानय नमः  १-६७-२ 

ऒं ऄतन्राय नमः  १-७२-७ 

ऒं ऄिय ेनमः   १-१-२ 

ऒं ऄद्धभुतक्रति ेनमः  ८-२३-८ 

ऒं ऄंकूयते नमः  ६-२५-२७ 

ऒं ऄंिगरस ेनमः  १-३१-१७ 

ऒं ऄिनते नमः   ६-१२-६ १० 

ऒं सप्तहॊतृिभरञ्जानाय नमः ३-१०-४ 

ऒं अशृण्िते नमः  ४-३-३ 

ऒं अशुहमेाय नमः  २-३५-१ 

ऒं ऄप्याय नमः  १-१४५-५ 

ऒं असते नमः   ६-७-१ 

ऒं ऄसुराय नमः  ४-२-५ 

ऒं अहुताय नमः  २-८-२ 

ऒं अह्लदत्याय नमः  ४-१-२ 

ऒं अपय ेनमः   १-३१-१६ 

ऒं अबाधाय नमः  ८-२३-३ २० 

ऒं अकूतते नमः   

ऒं अघृणीिसि ेनमः  ८-६०-२० 

ऒं आधानाय नमः  १-७९-५ 
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ऒं आद्धाय नमः  १-६६-९ 

ऒं आन्धानाय नमः  १-१४३-७ 

ऒं आषः सहिस्रणीदनधत ेनमः १-१८८-२ 

ऒं इड्याय नमः  १-१-२ 

ऒं इळेन्याय नमः  १-७९-५ 

ऒं इशानाय नमः  ७-१५-११ 

ऒं आषयते नमः  ६-१-२ ३० 

ऒं आळाय नमः   १-१३-४ 

ऒं इिळताय नमः   १-१३९-७ 

ऒं ईक्तथ्याय नमः  

ऒं ईक्षत ेनमः 

ऒं ईक्षमाणाय नमः  २-२-४ 

ऒं ईक्षान्ाय नमः  ८-४३-११ 

ऒं ह्लदिमुत्पतते नमः   १९-६५-२ 

ऒं उजनःपुत्राय नमः  १-९६-३ 

ऒं उजनसनाय नमः  ६-४-४ 

ऒं उध्िानय नमः  १०-७०-१ ४० 

ऒं उजाननपदे नमः   १-५८-८ 

ऒं ईशते नमः    २-३६-४ 

ऒं पृिथििमुतद्यामृजूयमानाय नमः १०-८८-१ 

ऒं ऊताय नमः    १-६५-३ 

ऒं ऊित्ियाय नमः   ३-२९-१० 

ऒं ऊतप्रिीताय नमः   १-७०-७ 

ऒं ऊतिचद ेनमः   १-१४५-५ 

ऒं ऊतािते नमः   ४-१-२ 

ऒं ऊन्धाय नमः   १०-११०-२ 

ऒं ऊिग्नमयाय नमः   ८-२३-३ ५० 
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ऒं ऊषूणांपुत्राय नमः   ५-२५-१ 

ऒं ऊिषकृते नमः   १-३१-१६ 

ऒं ऊतिृध ेनमः   ३-२-१ 

ऒं ऊतुप ेनमः    ३-२०-४ 

ऒं ऊभि ेनमः   ३-४-६ 

ऒं ऊषीणां पुत्राय नमः   

ऒं ऊषभाय नमः 

ऒं ऊभ्िने नमः   १०-२०-५ 

ऒं ऊतुपतय ेनमः   १०-२-१ 

ऒं ऊषय ेनमः      ६० 

 

ऒं ऒषधीनांगभानय नमः  ३-१-१३ 

ऒं एकाय नमः   १०-१-५ 

ओं चषनणीसदामॊिजष्ठाय नमः 

ऒं ककुद ेनमः    ८-४४-१६ 

ऒं ककुद्मत ेनमः   १०-८-२ 

ऒं क्रतुििद ेनमः   १०-२-५ 

ऒं कृष्णयामाय नमः   ६-६-१ 

ऒं किनक्रदते नमः   १-१२८-३ 

ऒं कण्ितमाय नमः   १०-११५-५ 

ऒं कण्िसखाय नमः   १०-११५-५  ७० 

ऒं केिलाय नमः   १-१३-१० 

ऒं कृष्णितननय ेनमः   ८-२३-१९ 

ऒं कपय ेनमः 

ऒं किये नमः    १-१२-६ 

ऒं किितमाय नमः   ३-१४-५ 

ऒं कििशस्ताय नमः    

ऒं कििक्रति ेनमः   १-१-५ 
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ऒं कििप्रशस्ताय नमः  ५-१-८ 

ऒं कृष्णाध्िने नमः   २-४-६ 
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ऒं क्रव्यिाहनाय नमः   १०-१६-११ 

ऒं क्षत्रािण धारयते नमः   
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ऒं क्षपािते नमः   १-७०-५ 

ऒं क्षत्रभृते नमः 

ऒं क्षयाय नमः   ३-२-१३ 
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ऒं ब्रनिीनामपसांगभानय नमः १-९५-४ 
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ऒं तपुमूनधे्न नमः   ७-३-१ 
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ऒं धृतव्रताय नमः     

ऒं बृहद्भानि ेनमः   १-२७-१२ 

ऒं मधुिचस ेनमः   ४-६-५ 

ऒं यज्ञाय नमः   ७-१६-२ 

ऒं रण्िाय नमः   १-६५-५ 
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22.  Purnahuti 

ऄिि ईपासन ज्ञान यज्ञ पूणानहुित 

Let us now pray to Agni Bhagavan for removal of deficiencies in this Gnana yagna called “Agni 

Upasana”. The following mantra should be chanted at the close of all Homas and Ahuti of ghee 

performed. 

ऄनाज्ञातं यताज्ञातं यज्ञस्य ह्लक्रयते िमथु । 

ऄिे तदस्य कल्पपय त्िँिह िेत्थ यथातथ ंस्िाहा - ऄिय आद ंन मम । 
 

“Agni Deva, please make this Yaga complete by filling in any mistake that might have been 

committed by me knowingly or unknowingly in this Yaga (Homa – Agni Aradhana). You alone are 

aware of the truth as it prevails.” 

 

 

Those who helped by donating the required paper, books etc. for this Gnana yagna called “Agni 

Upasana” (Tamil book): 

1. Nityagnihotri Vajapeyayaji Kalancheri Brahmasri Lakshmi Venkataramana Dikshitar,  

Founder, Vedasastra Gurukulam, Soliappan Street, 4th Paditturai, Kumbakonam – 612001. 

2. Brahmasri G.K.Sitarama Sastri, M.A., M.Phil., Founder, Vedavidya Gurukulam, Kalancheri, 

Thanjavur Dt. 

3. Brahmasri M.Sabarigirisa Srouthigal, Kanchipuram 

4. Kallur Sri Rudrapathi, Vastu Sastra Expert, Nanganallur, Chennai 

5. His son Kallur R.Swaminathan, Auditor, Nanganallur, Chennai 

6. Rigveda Bhushanam Brahmasri V.V.Sitarama Sastrigal, M.A., M.Phil., Chennai 

7. Brahmasri E.Vasudeva Sastrigal, Delhi 

8. Shashti Janakirama Iyer & Friends, I.I.T., Chennai 

9. Saraswathi Stores, Ambur (through Pujyasri Ambur Swamigal) 

10. Sri G.Sriram, S/o (Late) V.Ganesa Iyer, Kumbakonam 

11. Avadi Sri Krishnan, Avadi Sri Krishnamurthy Aiyer and friends 

12. Sri K.Chandrasekharan, Srinivasanallur, Tirunageswaram. 

ऄिय आद ंन मम 

॥ ऒं तत ्सत ्ब्रह्मापनणमस्त ु॥ 


